
The End of the World

In this class students will learn about Earth’s Systems and Processes.  Through many labs and 
explorations they will learn about the fragility of our planet and the many factors that have to be 
in balance for it to remain healthy and functioning. 
 

Essential Questions

What are the processes that keep our planet healthy?
What has been mankind’s impact on the Earth?
What will cause the end of the world?

Next Generation Science Standards:
MS-ESS2-1. Develop a model to describe the cycling of Earth's materials and the flow of energy that drives 
this process.  MS-ESS2-2. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how geoscience processes have 
changed Earth's surface at varying time and spatial scales.  MS-ESS2-3.Analyze and interpret data on the 
distribution of fossils and rocks, continental shapes, and seafloor structures to provide evidence of the past 
plate motions. MS-ESS2-4. Develop a model to describe the cycling of water through Earth's systems driven 
by energy from the sun and the force of gravity.  MS-ESS3-1.Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how the uneven distributions of Earth's mineral, energy, and groundwater resources are the result 
of past and current geoscience processes.   

Class Structure and Grading 

Class activities 40% 
Much of the work for this course will be done in class in the form of activities, explorations and projects. 
Students will be given or create handouts and rubrics for activities. It is important that students keep all of 
the handouts in a space in their notebook and bring them along with a pen and pencil to class everyday. 
Participating appropriately during in class activities and explorations is essential to success. 

Projects, presentations and tests 40% 
Some of the work for this course will require group and individual research. This research will culminate in 
projects and presentations. In the case of group work, students receive both a group and individual grade. 
Tests may be given from time to time with adequate opportunity for student preparation and study. 

 
Homework 20% 
Most homework will consist of follow-up from in class work or work required to meet due dates for portions 
of a project or activity. 

Work expectations 
Students are expected to turn in work on the date it is due. If a student can not meet a due date, the 
student should talk to the teacher before the work is due. If a student misses school he or she should 
find out what the missed work was as soon as they return to school and talk to the teacher about when 
the missed work will be due. 


