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SCORE—Providing a pathway to career and academic success.  

S.C.O.R.E Saved My Future and My Life  

The year was 2011, and I had just hit my rock bottom at the 

young age of 18. Many people don’t understand the effects of depres-

sion, especially in adolescents, but this was it. I had done many stupid 

things due to my depressed state of mind and had found myself in sev-

eral difficult situations. One such situation was 45 days of suspension 

from high school during my junior year. With my lengthy suspension 

and insufficient sources to keep up with ongoing class lessons, my 

grades were quickly dropping, and I felt that there was no point in go-

ing back to high school. That was when I paid a visit to Great Plains 

Technology Center to inquire about their drop-out recovery program, 

also known as S.C.O.R.E. I came to find that the program offered the 

courses I needed to earn my high school diploma in time for my sched-

uled graduation date or sooner. I would also be able to keep certain 

scholarships I had been working hard for. So, of course, I enrolled.  

The staff at my new school was very understanding of my situ-

ation. They understood that I was not a bad kid or student, but that I 

was going through a hard time in my life. The teachers proved that 

they legitimately care about their students’ education and well-being, 

which motivated me to do my best. Not only was the staff encouraging 

and accommodating, but the other students, my peers, were just like 

me. We all had stuff we were dealing with and we understood each 

other. We had our own problems that had lead us to where we were 

and we found common ground knowing that none of us were perfect. 

Whether I had a simple question about homework or desperately 

needed a shoulder to cry on, there was always someone there for me.  

 I graduated from S.C.O.R.E on December 16, 2011, which was 6 

months before I was initially scheduled to graduate at my regular high 

school. In the fall of 2012, I started attending college at Cameron Uni-

versity and went on to take the Radiology course at GPTC.                                        
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I graduated  from Great Plains on May 5th, 2016 and passed my nation-

al registry exam the following month. Today, I am a nationally regis-

tered Radiologic Technologist and have a full time job at Norman Re-

gional Health Systems doing X-ray and CT exams. Thanks to the help 

from everyone at S.C.O.R.E, I was able to turn my life around and be-

come the successful adult that I always wanted to be. I honestly do 

not think I would be where I am today had it not been for the doors 

opened by this program. I also do not think I could ever truly express 

my deep gratitude for the generous support that I found at S.C.O.R.E, 

but I hope they know what an impact they had on my life.  

                         Linsey Dees 

 

 

A quote from the mov-

ie, Hard Ball, always 

reminds me of my 

S.C.O.R.E. kids. 

‘What I’ve learned 

from you is that re-

ally one of the most 

important things in 

life is showing up. 

I’m blown away by 

your ability to show 

up.’ Most of our stu-

dents come here be-

cause of challenges 

that they are facing or 

have faced in life, yet 

they “show up.” They 

fight through those 

obstacles in pursuit of 

their education and I 

admire them for that 

effort! Seeing students 

“make it” makes me a 

better person. I know 

if they can graduate, 

despite everything 

that has been thrown 

at them, there is hope. 

 -Amy Horton                    

S.C.O.R.E. Instructor 

S COR E  

SCORE—School of Career Opportunities and Real Education 

SCORE—Providing a pathway to career and academic success.  

Success Story: 

Linsey Dees  

 From the outside looking in, many people do not under-
stand the nature of our school.  Some see SCORE as a discipli-
nary school while others are under the impression we are an 
online school.  Both perceptions are far from the truth.  Simply 
put, SCORE is a small high school with highly-qualified teachers 
in each classroom.  We do vary from traditional schools by 
pairing students with academic and vocational courses along 
with block scheduling; this is what makes SCORE unique.  Our 
caring staff work to promote a positive school climate.  Student 
teacher ratio plays a big role in fostering positive relationships 
with the students.  Often times, a student may just need a 
change in environment and/or structure to succeed.  We are 
here to provide that opportunity.        

                                                                                Justin McNeil                                                                                                                                                                
            S.C.O.R.E. Director   
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