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Office Staff 

 

Suzette Atwood 

My name is Suzette Atwood and I am a grade school 
secretary.  This is my second year working at Illini 
Central.  Prior to working at IC, I was an ROE Truancy 
Caseworker for 4 years. Prior to attending college, I was 
in the U.S. Navy where I was trained as a Russian 
Linguist.  Then I attended ISU, where I received my 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminal Justice and Russian. 
I worked for the state of Illinois for several years before 
becoming a stay at home mom.  I am originally from 
Lincoln.  I live in rural Mason City with my husband, 
Michael, and our three children, Amelia, Thomas, and 
Vivian.  We have a Border Collie named Gilligan.  In my 
spare time, I enjoy reading, listening to music, 
gardening, and traveling to our family cabin in Canada. 

 

 

Tonya Harris 

Hi!  My name is Tonya Harris and I am the District 
Nurse.   I went to the Methodist School of Nursing where 
I received my nursing diploma.  I live in Mason City with 
my husband Kyle and our two children Regan and Luke. 
We have a cat named Midnight and horses at Kyle’s 
parents house.  We live in the country which is good 
because our kids are LOUD!! In the summer we enjoy 
swimming and camping. 
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Michelle Hellman 

My name is Michelle Hellman.  This is my 24th year in 
the education field. I have spent  20 years at Illini Central 
as a special education teacher and this year I have the 
privilege of being the Grade School Principal.  I 
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree from Illinois State 
University, where I majored in Special Education.  I also 
have a Masters Degree in teacher leadership and my 
Type 75 from the University of Illinois Springfield. I have 
lived in Mason City my whole life.  I live with my husband 
of 23 years, Steve, my daughters Morgan-20, 
Kendall-17, and Payton-12, and my chocolate lab Loca. 
Most of the time I am running around following my 
children in all the activities they are involved in. In my 
spare time, which is not much,  I like to read, relax, play 
cards, and travel.  At Illini Central I have had many roles. 
I have also been very active in the mentoring and 
induction program since its beginning.   Outside of Illini 
Central, I run the  Attack Volleyball Club for K-8 grade 
girls. I love to teach and work with children.  I also 
greatly enjoy working  with other teachers to share and 
learn new ideas  in order to benefit the students at Illini 
Central.  

 

 

Valerie Henning 

My name is Valerie Henning, and I have been a counselor 
with the Illini Central School District since 2000. I 
coordinate individual and group counseling for students 
who need assistance at school, and I also provide 
classroom character education lessons and facilitate social 
skills groups. I earned a Master's Degree in Clinical 
Psychology from Eastern Illinois University in 2000 and 
went back for a second Master's Degree in Counseling 
and Student Development in 2007. I am married to Rich, 
and we are proud parents of Isabelle and Kayleigh. When I 
am not working, I enjoy time with my family, taking our 
dogs for a walk, and watching The Food Network! I 
thoroughly enjoy working with children, their parents, and 
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community members. I am proud to be a part of the Illini 
Central school family!  

 

 

 

Cindy Hovey 

Hi!  My name is Cindy Hovey.  I have been one of the 
Grade School Secretaries for the past 18 years.  I live in 
Havana with my husband, Mike, and our 2 boys, Shane 
and Jared.  We have 3 dogs: Baxter, Bailey, and 
Branson. Mike and I are Cub fans and NHRA drag racing 
fans.   In my spare time, I love to cook!  I love the beach 
and going fishing with my boys! 

 

 

 

Kirsten Parr 

My name is Kirsten Parr and I am proud to serve the 
Illini Central school district as the Director of Educational 
Services.  This role allows me to work with the 
administration, teachers, and students to facilitate the 
areas of curriculum, intervention, assessment, and grant 
funding.  After working in the Germantown Hills and 
Brimfield school districts, my husband and I had the 
opportunity to come “home”.   My husband, Bret, was 
raised in rural Mason City and I grew up nearby in 
Ashland.  I have had the opportunity to work throughout 
my career as a classroom teacher, interventionist, RTI 
coordinator, and now as an administrator.  We have 3 
children (Charlie, Eli, and Anna) who are fortunate to 
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attend Illini Central.  In my free time I enjoy reading and 
watching our children show Angus cattle.  

 
 

 

Pre-K and Early Childhood 

Phyllis Bliven 

My name is Phyllis Bliven and I am the Early Childhood Education teacher.  I have over 20 
years experience in education.  I previously taught at ICGS for 20 years.  This is my first year 
back and I am very excited to be back!  I attended ISU and WIU and I have my masters in 
education.  I grew up and still live in Petersburg.  I have two boys, ages 23 and 25, and one 
grandson. In the summer, I enjoy working behind the stage or in the box office of the 
community theater. 

 

 

Erica Braden 

Hello! My name is Erica Braden this is my sixth year at 
Illini Central, as well as my sixth year of teaching. I 
have taught Pre-K each year and enjoy every minute of 
it! Both my bachelors and M.Ed. are in Early Childhood 
Education. My husband Ray and I enjoy living out in the 
country and being outside as much as possible, riding 
bicycles and walking. I am a huge Chicago Cubs fan 
and also enjoy attending Peoria Chiefs games during 
summer break. I love spending time and making 
memories with my family. Being a teacher to these 
wonderful students is such a joy in my life and I am 
blessed to be a part of the Illini Central family! 
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Marianne Kehl 

Hi!  My name is Marianne Kehl and I am an Early 
Childhood aide.  I have held this position for the past 2 
years, but have been employed at Illini Central for 19 
years.  I grew up in Springfield, but live in Mason City. 
My husband, Rick, taught middle school/high school art 
here at Illini Central for 35 years.  We have three 
children (Jason, Jenny, and Kristen) and six 
grandchildren.  I enjoy spending time with grandkids, 
reading, gardening, and camping.  I have my Bachelor 
of Science degree in Elementary Education that I earned 
from Eastern Illinois University.  I love my job! 

 

 

Karen Leinweber 

My name is Karen Leinweber and I have been working 
at Illini Central for 13 years. I am a teacher’s aid  in the 
PreK and enjoy teaching our youngest students at Illini 
Central. I studied Early Childhood Education at Spoon 
River College and earned an Associate's Degree.   I 
grew up in Easton and now reside there with my 
husband, Rob and our twin daughters, Lorena and 
Rebecca.  We share our house with three cats:  Maggie, 
Orb and Meeka.  Our family has been involved in 
historical reenactments for many years and our most 
recent interest has been in World War II.   We enjoy 
camping, hiking and going for Jeep rides in our 1948 
CJ2A. 

 

Allisa List 

Hi!  My name is Mrs. Allisa List and I will be the new Pre-K Family Educator!  So here is a little 
bit about myself...I have been married now for a little over a year to Mitchell List and we have 
a beautiful 4 month old son who is growing too fast!  We are avid animal lovers as we have 
three dogs and two cats on our little farm. 
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Diane Oney 

My name is Diane Oney and I am a paraprofessional at the Pre-K.  I was raised in Havana 
and moved to Mason City in 1992.  I’m married to Jeff Oney.  We have two grown daughters, 
Erica and Brooke.  I have one granddaughter name Lydia, and one on the way who will be 
making an appearance in March 2020.  I have a dog named Oscar.  I love animals, dogs in 
particular.  I like taking long walks, and spending time with family. 

 

 

Nicole Steel 

Hello! My name is Nicole Steel. This is my eleventh year 
teaching Pre-K here at Illini Central, which has been my 
dream job since high school. I graduated with a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Illinois State University, where I 
majored in Early Childhood Education.  I received my 
Master’s Degree from the American College of 
Education in Curriculum and Instruction. My husband 
Jason and I have two wonderful boys who keep us on 
our toes. We live in Mason City, where we both grew up. 
In my spare time I enjoy decorating our dream home, 
swimming, and hanging out with my sons and nephews. 
In the summer, I enjoy serving and eating ice cream at 
the Dari Belle. I have always loved teaching young 
children where each day is an adventure! 
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Kindergarten 

 

Lindsey Bruce 

Hi! My name is Lindsey Bruce. This is my fifteenth year 
at Illini Central. I have taught Pre-K, P.E., and am 
currently completing my fourteenth year as a 
kindergarten teacher. I graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree from University Wisconsin Platteville, where I 
majored in Elementary Education with a minor in Early 
Childhood. I grew up in Mineral Point, Wisconsin where 
I met my husband Rob. I moved to Mason City in 2004. I 
live on a small farm just outside Mason City, with my 
husband Rob, our two daughters Tatum (10) and Tylie 
(5), an Australian Shepherd; named Rain and a fish; 
named Lou. As a family we enjoy showing cattle, and 
pigs. We also enjoy riding bikes, playing volleyball, 
softball, gardening, cooking, and watching the St. Louis 
Cardinals. I enjoy watching the Wisconsin Badgers and 
the Green Bay Packers too! (My husband does not 
share this passion!) We are proud to be Illini Central 
Cougars! 
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Laura Hernan 

Hi!  My name is Laura Hernan and this is my 12th year 
teaching at Illini Central.  I live in Mason City with my 
husband and three children.  I am currently teaching 
Kindergarten and have taught 2nd grade and 3rd grade 
in the past.  I studied at the University of Illinois where I 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Speech Communication 
and a Master of Education in Human Resources.  After 
working in a corporate setting for a few years after 
college, I felt that my heart was leading me toward a 
career in education.  I decided to go back to school to 
get a teaching certificate in elementary education and 
have been teaching at Illini Central ever since!  My 
husband and I both enjoy running in our spare time and 
we can often be seen jogging around town while pushing 
our 6-year-old daughter, 4-year-old son, and 2-year-old 
son.  Our family also loves to read, swim, go to sporting 
events, and travel together.  

 

 

Megan Nissen 

My name is Megan Nissen, and I teach kindergarten at 
Illini Central Grade School.  This is my seventeenth year 
of teaching, my fourteenth in kindergarten.  Prior to 
teaching kindergarten, I taught fifth grade at both 
Greenview Elementary School in Greenview, Illinois and 
Illini Central.  I have certainly found my niche in 
kindergarten!  Prior to teaching, I received my Bachelor 
of Arts Degree from Monmouth College, where I majored 
in Elementary Education.  I obtained my Masters Degree 
from the University of Illinois at Springfield in Teacher 
Leadership.  I currently live in Mason City with my 
husband, two sons, and my daughter.  When I am not 
teaching, I enjoy spending time with my family.  I also 
enjoy running and teaching fitness classes.  As a proud 
graduate of Illini Central, it is such a blessing to live and 
work in the Illini Central Community. 
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First Grade 

 

Kisha Allen 

Hi! I’m Kisha Allen a graduate from Illini Central High 
School. I received my Bachelors Degree in education 
from Western Illinois University.   I have taught at Illini 
Central for 13 years. I teach young minds how to read, 
write and solve problems.  I do all of these great things 
from my first grade classroom! My husband and I live on 
a family farm with our three beautiful children. We enjoy 
the outdoors and love to go on walks and bike rides. I 
love working with children and am proud to call myself 
an Illini Central Cougar. :)  
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Kristi Johnson 

My name is Kristi Johnson. I have been employed at Illini 
Central for 17 years teaching 3rd grade for six years and 
Title I for seven years. I am ready to begin my fourth 
year teaching 1st grade. I graduated from Illinois State 
University with a degree in Elementary Education. I later 
returned to ISU and received my Master’s Degree in 
Reading. I grew up on a farm outside of Easton and was 
in the first graduating class of Illini Central. 
 
After graduating and getting married, I moved around a 
bit but found my way back to my hometown. I now live in 
Mason City. I have twins and another daughter and a 
dog, Milo. My oldest daughter is a sophomore at Lincoln 
Land Community College. My son works as an 
apprentice lineman. My youngest daughter is a 
sophomore at IC. During the summer when I am not at 
school, I enjoy spending time outside, especially on a 
float in our pool. I also enjoy taking walks, bike rides and 
reading. I spend lots of time watching sports and 
cheering on my favorite teams...the St. Louis Cardinals, 
the Illinois State Redbirds, and the Illini Central Cougars! 
 
I thoroughly love my job and cannot imagine doing 
anything else. Each day is a new adventure, and there is 
no greater joy than seeing a child learn and grow 
throughout the school year. I feel lucky to be able to 
teach in my hometown and influence the next 
generation. 
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Sarah Martin 

Hi! My name is Sarah Martin and I am a 1st grade 
teacher. This year will be my 7th year teaching at IC. 
Not only am I a 1st grade teacher, but I am also a Girls 
on the Run coach. I have coached for 5 seasons now 
and absolutely love it! I live in Pekin with my husband 
and two kids. We also have a 5 year old Goldendoodle. 
I am an avid runner. My family and I love hiking, bike 
riding, taking our dog on walks, and vacationing at the 
beach. I am proud to say I am a teacher at IC!  
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Second Grade 

Samantha Burks 

My name is Samantha Burks and I teach 2nd grade at Illini Central! This is my first year 
teaching 2nd grade, as well as my first year teaching at Illini Central. However, this is my sixth 
year teaching, as I have taught 1st and 5th grade...both in the Delavan School District. I also 
serve as the Illini Central varsity volleyball coach. I grew up in rural Easton and currently 
reside in Delavan. I hold a Bachelor Degree in Elementary Education from Benedictine 
University and a Master Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Western Illinois University. 
My husband, Ryan, is a middle school teacher here at Illini Central...as well as the varsity 
basketball coach. We have an (almost) one year old, Bryant and a Jack Russell Terrier, 
Penny. I enjoy spending my spare time outside with my family whether that be going on 
walks, playing in the yard, or grilling/cooking out. I also enjoy spending time boating, traveling, 
and watching sports. We are avid Chicago Bears and Chicago Cub fans! I am very excited to 
continue my teaching journey at Illini Central and feel very fortunate to be a part of an 
incredible school district and community!! 

 

 

Rachel Golden 

I earned a Bachelor’s degree from Western Illinois 
University, with a major in Early Childhood Education. 
After my graduation in 2005, I became a stay-at-home 
mom. Once my kids entered school, I substitute taught 
for two years before getting hired for a second grade 
position here at Illini Central in 2015.  I live in the 
country outside Easton with my husband, and two 
children. I enjoy doing pretty much anything with my 
family, including hunting, ATV riding, camping, and 
gardening. I have many animals at home, and all of 
them are spoiled! I enjoy teaching at Illini Central! 
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Melannie Jallas 

Hello, my name is Melannie Jallas. I have been working 
at Illini Central for 20 years. I have taught middle school 
Special Education for 10 years, and 6th grade Science 
and Social Studies for 4 years.The last six years I have 
been in the grade school, as a third grade and a 
resource teacher.. I graduated from Spoon River 
College with an Associate in Science Degree. I went on 
to finish my education at Western Illinois University, 
and completed my Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education. 

 I live in rural Chandlerville with my husband and my 9 
year old grandson Tylar. I  have another grandson, 
Jace Ried Skien, who will be 3 years old in October. He 
will be joined with a little sister sometime in May.  Her 
name will be Avery Ann. I also have a 3 year old 
Chocolate Lab named River. Both my grandsons and 
River keep me very busy. I am an avid Cubs fan and 
was thrilled to watch them win the division title last 
year.  I love being a part of the Illini Central family and 
cannot think of a better place to teach.  
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Janel Ripper 

Hi!  My name is Janel Ripper.   I graduated from the 
University of Phoenix in 2014 earning a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education.  In 2015, I began my 
first year of teaching.   I live in Mason City with my 
husband of 25 years, our two children, and dog.  My 
daughter is attending SIUe and my son is a freshman at 
Illini Central.  Our little dog, Maggie keeps us in line.  I 
enjoy spending time with my family watching movies, 
going to classic car shows, and target shooting in my 
spare time.  Changing careers to become a teacher has 
been one of the best decisions I have made! I love 
working with the children and am blessed to work with 
such wonderful staff at Illini Central.  Go Cougars! 
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Third Grade 

 

 

Laurie Leslie 

My name is Laurie Leslie and this is my fifth year in 3rd 
grade at Illini Central.  This is my twelfth year of teaching 
3rd grade.  I am originally from Seneca, IL which is about 
two hours north of Mason City.  I attended Joliet Junior 
College where I received my Associates Degree and 
Trinity Christian College where I received my Bachelors 
Degree in Elementary Education.  My husband and I live 
in Emden with our 4 year old son Lincoln, and our 
newest addition Brynn who was born in February.   We 
moved to the area in July of 2015 and really enjoy living 
in Central Illinois.  In my spare time I enjoy running, 
fishing, watching sports and being with my family.  I am 
so happy to be a part of the Illini Central family!  
 

 

 

 

Teagan Thomson 

My name is Teagan Thomson and I am a Special 
Education Inclusion Teacher. I have been a teacher for 8 
½ years, with 6 of those years being at Illini Central. I 
graduated from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale 
with a bachelor’s degree in Education. I grew up and 
currently live in Petersburg with my dog, Bronn. I like to 
take my dog for walks and read in my spare time. I also 
enjoy co-teaching and running with the Girls on the Run 
program here at ICGS.  
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Ashley Tucker 

My name is Ashley Tucker and I teach third grade. I 
was raised just outside of Mason City and am an Illini 
Central graduate.  I graduated from Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Elementary Education.  I returned to Mason 
City after I graduated college to teach fourth grade.  I 
taught fourth grade for 12 years before making the 
switch to third grade.  My husband’s name is Rodger. 
Rodger has a daughter, Madison, from his previous 
marriage and together we have a son, Shay.  I am 
super close to my siblings and enjoy doing things with 
my family.  In my spare time, I enjoy going on walks, 
swimming, reading, and golfing.  I am an avid St. Louis 
Cardinals fan, but my husband loves the Chicago 
Cubs, so things can get a bit interesting during baseball 
season in our house.  I feel very fortunate that I get to 
teach in the same district that I went to as a student.  
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Fourth Grade 

 

Jessica Beaird 

**Coming soon** 

 

Kortnie Cooper 

Hi! My name is Kortnie Cooper and I am one of the new 4th grade teachers at Illini Central.  I 
have been teaching for 6 years in Lincoln.  I started the first 2 years of my career in 5th grade 
and I have been teaching second grade for the past four years.  I received my bachelors 
degree in Elementary Education from Western Illinois University and I am currently working 
towards my master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction.   I grew up in Mason City and 
graduated from Illini Central in 2008.  I am so excited to be able to return to Illini Central, this 
time as a teacher.  I currently live in Mason City with my husband, Kevin and our two sons, 
Carter (4) and Ryker (5 months).  We have two dogs named Lola and Willie and two cats 
named Bella and Bill.  In my free time I enjoy reading, watching the Chicago Bears, and 
playing with my boys.  Teaching is my passion.  I love sharing my love for learning with 
children and watching them blossom into lifelong learners. I strive to make everyday fun and 
exciting!  

 

 

William Deters 

My name is William Deters and I teach 4th grade! I was raised just outside of Mason City. I am 
an Illini Central graduate. I graduated from Blackburn College in Carlinville, with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Elementary Education. This will be my first year teaching 4th grade and I am 
super excited!  I have taught summer programs in the Chicago Public Schools since 2014. My 
fiancé Jacquelynn and I currently live in Ashland with our mini zoo! Together, we have 4 dogs 
(Bandit, Luna, Tilly, and Zola), 2 lizards (Oliver and Sebastian), and a fish (Kyro)! In my spare 
time, I enjoy spending time with family and friends, taking walks with Jacquelynn and our 4 
dogs, and getting the cattle ready for the fair! I am happy that I get to come “home” to teach in 
the very district that helped me! I am excited to see what our year has in store!  
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Fifth Grade 

 

Kimberly Alley 

Hi! My name is Kimberly Alley and I am a 5th grade 
teacher. I have been teaching fifth grade for the last 11 
years, all of them at Illini Central. I will start my 12th year 
of teaching during the 2019-2020 school year. I graduated 
from the University of Illinois at Springfield with my 
Bachelors degree in Psychology with a teaching 
certificate. I was born and raised in Lincoln. I live with my 
family in Lincoln. My husband’s name is Dwayne Alley. He 
owns a barbershop/hair salon downtown in Lincoln named 
D-Fade’s Master Stylist. We have two boys named Evan 
and Bryson. Evan will be 8 years old and is in the 3rd 
grade. He loves ninja turtles, playing on his swing set, 
swimming, and baseball. Bryson will be 6 years old in 
September. He loves Batman, dinosaurs, and playing 
outside. We have a cat and a dog. Both of our parents live 
in Lincoln as well. I enjoy swimming, going on vacation or 
small trips with our boys, watching the boys play sports 
games, watching Cardinal baseball and Bulls basketball, 
shopping, and playing outside with my boys. I am the 
science fair coordinator for 4th and 5th grade. I love being 
a part of the Illini Central staff!  
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Kati Buckles 

My name is Kati Buckles and I am a 5th Grade teacher 
at Illini Central. I have taught K-8 for my teaching 
career and worked for New Holland-Middletown School 
and Argenta-Oreana School. My degree from Millikin 
University is in Elementary Teaching for K-8 with a 
Major in Language Arts. I also completed my Master’s 
Degree in Educational Administration through Eastern 
Illinois University. I grew up in Mt. Pulaski, moved to 
Arkansas then to Rockford before moving back to Mt. 
Pulaski. I live in Athens with my three children.  During 
the summer, we travel with my boys’ basketball team 
and I love to cook using vegetables from my garden. I 
am very excited to be part of the Illini Central team!  

 

 

 

Sarah Liesman 

My name is Sarah Liesman. This is my 11th year as a 
5th grade special education teacher here at Illini 
Central. I went to Eastern Illinois University where I 
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in special 
education and elementary education. I moved to Mason 
City in 2009 when I married my husband Clay. Together 
we have three children Caid, Kinsey, and Crue. Our 
family has two dogs, Tuff and Scout. Together, we raise 
show pigs. This keeps us very busy during the summer 
months. In my spare time I like to read, sew, scrapbook, 
and garden.  
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Specials 

 

Sara Erlandson 

My name is Sara Erlandson and I am the K-5 Physical 
Education teacher.  This is my 18th year of teaching at 
Illini Central.  I grew up on a farm outside of 
Monmouth.  I received my Bachelors Degree from 
Monmouth College where I majored in Physical 
Education and my Masters Degree in Educational 
Leadership from Western Illinois University.  I currently 
live in Lincoln.  I love spending time with my 
family...my parents, sisters, 5 nieces and 2 nephews 
(who I definitely spoil rotten!!)  In my spare time I try to 
spend as much time with family and friends as I 
can...never is enough! I love being able to crew for my 
good friend’s hot air balloon. Such an amazing hobby 
that I’m lucky enough to be involved in. So much fun to 
be able to go to various hot air balloon festivals around 
the state throughout the summer & fall or to just enjoy 
local flights bright & early in the morning or on a nice 
summer evening!  I am a big shopper and always love 
finding that good bargain!  Also in the summers, I can 
usually be found in a pool relaxing, enjoying the sun & 
just being outdoors.  
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Gina Francis 

Hi!  My name is Gina Francis and I am a specials 
teacher here at Illini Central Grade School.  I began at 
IC in 2007.  Prior to my new position this year, I have 
done various jobs such as 4th grade, special education 
aide, one on one aide, long term sub, and Fine Arts 
teacher. I am the assistant high school golf coach as 
well.  My passion is teaching and learning. I am a 
lifelong learner myself.  I started by getting my 
Associates degree at Lincoln College and continued my 
education at the University of Illinois in Springfield 
where I received my Bachelors in Visual Arts and my 
Teaching Certification in Elementary Education.  

I grew up in Mason City and graduated from Illini 
Central in 2000. I currently live here with my two 
children, Mireya and Christopher.  The kids keep me 
pretty busy with all of their activities but we also love to 
travel.  We have a little Yorkipoo puppy named Yadi. 
We love the St Louis Cardinals so he is named after our 
favorite player!  

I absolutely love teaching and I feel the educational 
environment at Illini Central is exceptional.  I am 
thankful to get to work in the Illini Central community. 
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Amy Swaar 

My name is Amy Swaar and I teach 5th-12th grade 
instrumental music and 6th-12th grade vocal music.  I 
spent 12 years in our grade school as the 2nd and 3rd 
grade teacher's’ aide while my sons went through 
school here.  This is my 10th year teaching music at IC. 
I have been teaching music in schools for 16 years.  I 
have been married to my husband David for 37 years. 
We met at college; both having the same piano 
professor and in marching band.  He is currently the 
high school band director at Lincoln Community High 
School.  We have four sons, 3 daughters-in-law, 2 ½ 
grandchildren and an aging chocolate lab.  We live in 
the country south of Mason City.  I grew up in 
Marseilles, IL  (west of Joliet on Rt. 80).  In the summer 
I love to spend time in our pool with the grandkids (or 
not).  I attended Eastern Illinois University where I 
received a Bachelor in Music Education, K-12.  I 
majored in Vocal and Instrumental Music with a piano 
emphasis.  Students always seem surprised when I tell 
them I played several sports, and was “MVP” good.  In 
fact, I seriously considered minoring  in physical 
education because I really wanted to be a coach.  My 
life would be very different today if I’d have stayed on 
that path. 
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Julie Toland 

 I am the Computer/Library Aide in the grade school. I 
have been working here at Illini Central for 14 years. I 
graduated from Illini Central High School and then 
Lincoln Christian College with a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Christian Business Administration. I am from Mason 
City and currently live in Mason City with my family. I’ve 
been married to my husband Darcy for 13 years. We 
have twin boys, Drew and Jace who are 8 and Seth who 
is 6. We are also foster parents. In my spare time I love 
camping, swimming, vacationing, scrapbooking and 
reading to and playing with my boys. I create the middle 
school and grade school yearbooks and I am the 
secretary of the PTO.  

 

 

Diane Zobac 

I teach both Music and Art for Kindergarten through 
Fifth grade.  I have worked at Illini Central for 11 years. 
I have spent 15 years teaching music and 5 years also 
teaching Art in my career.  I graduated from  the 
University of Illinois with a Bachelors of Science Degree 
in Music Education.  I was born in, grew up and spent 
much of my adult life in Chicago, Illinois.  I currently live 
in Canton, Illinois.  My husband Greg and I have been 
married for 41 years.  He is a music performer and also 
a music teacher.  We have 5 children who are all 
married and living in Illinois.  We have 11 grandchildren 
who keep us busy as well as entertained.  In my spare 
time I love to read all types of books.  During the Spring 
and Summer, I enjoy working in my yard and garden. I 
also like to take long hikes and participate in  outdoor 
activities.  My goal in teaching is to inspire my students 
to pursue both music and art on their own. 
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Specialists 

 

Deana Brooks 

   Hi! My name is Deana Brooks. This is my third year 
at Illini Central and my fourth year teaching. I have 
taught kindergarten- ninth grade pull out special 
education and am currently teaching kindergarten 
through second grade pull out. I graduated with a 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Illinois 
Springfield, where I majored in Educational 
Psychology. I live with my beautiful three year old 
daughter named Anna, my husband named John and 
out Goldendoodle named Hank. I love working with 
children and am happy to be a part of the Illini Central 
family!  

 

 

 

 

Susie Brummell 

Hi! My name is Susie Brummell and I am a Reading 
Recovery teacher and interventionist at ICGS. This is 
my 24th year in education.  I live in Lincoln with my 
husband and our youngest son, Connor (13).  My 
oldest son, Jake and his wife live in LA.  My daughter, 
Brittney, her husband, and their two boys live in 
Fountain, Colorado.  My daughter is an OR nurse at the 
University of Colorado hospital.  Our two grandsons are 
Emrik (4) and Valor (2). Our son, Connor is very 
involved with sports. He plays Spring and Fall soccer 
with Lincoln FC, baseball, wrestling, and track. He is 
going into 8th grade next year.  My husband and I 
enjoy going on bike rides, hiking, fishing, attending 
Connor’s sports events, camping, traveling and of 
course, playing with our grandsons. I attended Millikin 
University for my Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary 
Education. I earned my Master of Arts degree in 
Educational Leadership at the University of Illinois in 
Springfield. I love working at Illini Central!  
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Scott Francis 

Hi! My name is Scott Francis.  This is my ninth year at 
Illini Central.  I have taught fourth grade special 
education all nine years.  I graduated with a Bachelor's 
Degree from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, 
where I majored in Special Education. I currently live in 
Mason City. My wife Rebecca and I have 3 pets at 
home, 2 dogs and a cat. Our dogs’ names are Luke and 
Gizmo. Our cat’s name is Kack. We have a son named 
Simon.  In my free time I enjoy going to concerts and 
sporting events. I also enjoy golfing on the weekends. I 
am proud to have been a graduate from Illini Central in 
2006, as well as being a 2nd generation teacher. My 
mother taught in the surrounding districts before the 
consolidation and had a total of 33 year serving our 
community as a teacher. I love my job and the 
communities that make up Illini Central. I like to state 
that I “bleed black and gold”. 

 

 

Brooke Hall 

My name is Brooke Hall.  This is my 14th year at Illini 
Central and my 15th year teaching.  I have been a 
Reading Recovery and Title teacher for eleven years.  I 
also taught first grade for a year.   I received my 
Bachelor's Degree in Psychology from the University of 
Illinois at Springfield and my Master’s Degree in 
Reading and Literacy from Walden University.   I have 
coached Girls on the Run at the school for 3 years.  I 
live in Athens with my husband and two kids.  My 
daughter is a sophomore in high school  and my son is 
in first grade.  In our spare time, we like to watch 
basketball and travel. 
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Tiffany Mayberry 

Hello, I’m Tiffany Mayberry and I just started working for Illini Central at the beginning of 
January as the second full time Speech-Language Pathologist. I was born and raised in 
Bryant, Illinois where I still live. I have 4 wiener dogs and a cat, all which are spoiled and are 
my fur babies.  I graduated from Lewistown Community High School before receiving two 
Associate Degrees from Spoon River College. I then attended SIUE where I earned a B.S. in 
Speech Pathology and Audiology in 2005. I took a brief break from school and worked at Illini 
Central for a former SLP while she was on maternity leave. I returned to SIUE to complete my 
M.S. in Speech Pathology in 2008. This is my 10th year working as an SLP in the school 
system.  I have two amazing nieces and an amazing nephew who attend Lewistown. I enjoy 
spending time with them and watching them play sports. They are great kids and we have a 
lot of fun together. My parents are the best, they live just a few streets away so I get to spend 
a lot of time with them.  I love driving in my 5.0 Mustang when the weather is nice and taking 
road trips to see friends and family. I like to catch fish but not clean them.  Basketball is my 
favorite sport. As a senior my team got 2nd in State which was a great experience. My 
favorite places to visit are Asheville, North Carolina and Charleston, South Carolina. I’m 
excited to be working at IC and look forward to the rest of the school year. 
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Kelsi Meeker 

Hi! My name is Kelsi Meeker and this is my third year 
as a Speech-Language Pathologist at Illini Central. I 
received my Bachelor’s degree in Speech and 
Hearing Science from the U of I, and received my 
Master’s in Speech-Language Pathology from SIU-E. 
My husband and I have been married for two years 
and are loving married life. We enjoy spending time 
with our parents, who both live close by, and adore 
our three nieces and six nephews who are all ages 13 
and under!  We live on a farm between Emden and 
Delavan, where we farm and raise show pigs. I love 
spending time with my family and friends. My husband 
and I enjoy cookouts, relaxing by the pool, traveling, 
and spending time outside. We are avid St. Louis 
Cardinal fans and also love cheering on the Fighting 
Illini football and basketball teams. On my free time, I 
love a good book, baking cookies, and running. I am 
also very excited to be stepping into the role of 
Assistant High School Volleyball coach this fall. Go 
Cougars!  

 

 

Nicole Minor 

Hi! My name is Nicole Minor and this is my eighth year as a Certified Occupational Therapy 
Assistant at Illini Central. I attended the Occupational Therapy Assistant program at ICC and 
was employed at Tazewell Mason Counties Special Education Association following 
graduation. I am also part of the PRN staff at Mason District Hospital in Havana. I reside in 
Havana with my two daughters, Gillian and Halicyn. In my spare time, I love hanging out with 
family and friends, reading, and being outdoors. I love working as a COTA/L and being a part 
of the IC staff! 
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Paraprofessionals 

Ashley Flairty 

Hi, I am Ashley Flairty and this is my second year working at Illini Central as well as my 
second year as a paraprofessional.  I am currently working in Kindergarten and am assisting 
with inclusion.  I was born and raised in Mason City and am a proud ICHS alumni.  I 
discovered my love of working with children while still a student at Illini Central and have been 
doing so ever since.  I graduated from Ashworth College with an Associates Degree in Early 
Childhood Education.  I’m an avid Cubs fan and enjoy spending time with my family.  I also 
like to spend time cruising around with my husband on our Harley.  I have three nephews and 
two cousins currently attending Illini Central.  I am honored to be apart of the team and look 
forward to many more years as a part of the IC family. 

 

Katy Lynn 

My name is Katy Lynn and I am a paraprofessional here at Illini Central.  I was raised in 
Easton and am a graduate of Illini Central, where I was active in athletics and many clubs.  I 
graduated from the University of Illinois at Springfield with a Bachelor’s in English in the spring 
of 2018.  I currently reside outside of Easton with my little family.  My husband’s name is 
Jared.  We have a daughter named Cora and a little dog named Bentley.  In my spare time, I 
love to spend time with family and be outdoors.  I am a huge softball/baseball fan and love to 
be around the sport.  No doubt, my favorite team is the Chicago Cubs!  It has always been a 
dream of mine to come back and work at IC, and I am very grateful that my dream came true! 
I truly believe, “Once a Cougar, Always a Cougar.” 

 

Colette Snyder 

My name is Colette Snyder and I am the P.E. Aide. I am originally from Mason City, 
graduated from Illini Central, and am now currently living 3 houses down from the school. I 
have done my school work in pre-nursing and have many years experience at geriatrics, 
childhood and adult care on mental and physical levels. I live with my animals Dutchy, Horton, 
and 30 fish. Dutchy is a dog, Horton is a cat, and my 30 fish range from goldfish, albino 
catfish, and cyclids. I am a huge Cubs fan and Fighting Illini fan. I play adult slow pitch softball 
and am the league president of the summer league here in Mason City. I also enjoy golfing, 
sand volleyball, tennis, swimming, bowling, and darts. 

 

Julia Thomas 
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My name is Julia Thomas and I am a paraprofessional here at ICGS.  This is my first year 
working at IC.  I previously worked at Pekin Hospital for 6 years.  I grew up in Pekin and now 
live in San Jose with my family.  My husband’s name is Dustin and we have two daughters, 
Bayleigh and Emery.  We also have two dogs:  Bella, a chihuahua, and Jazzi, an English 
bulldog.  We love to travel.  My oldest daughter, Bayleigh, races four wheelers.  I love 
spending time with my family.  I enjoy watching Bayleigh play volleyball, and participate in 
cheer and race.  I also enjoy watching Emery play softball and volleyball. 

 

 

Patti Trabue 

My name is Patti Trabue and I am a teacher’s aide at 
Illini Central.  I have worked here for 17 years.  I grew 
up in Mason City and live here now with my husband 
Tim.  We have 3 wonderful children:  Taylor, Cory, and 
Ross.  Taylor is a nurse at OSF.  Cory is a diesel 
mechanic in Easton, and Ross is in 7th grade.  I have 
been the assistant coach in 7th and 8th grade volleyball 
for the last 9 years.  I also run the Attack Volleyball 
program with Michelle Hellman.  I was a  home daycare 
provider for 12 years and the owner of Little Cougars 
Daycare for 3 years.  In my spare time, I like to go on 
vacation with my family, ride bikes, go boating, and go 
for long walks.  I went to Lincoln Land Community 
College where I earned 63 credit hours.  I really enjoy 
working for Illini Central. 

 

Rachael Whitted 

**Coming soon** 

 

Becky Willis 

Hi!  My name is Becky Willis and this is my first year at ICGS as a Paraprofessional.  I grew 
up here in Mason City.  I currently live here in Mason City with my daughter, Paisley (10), two 
dogs, and three cats.  In the summer I like to go boating and work in the garden.  I am 
currently attending Lincoln Land Community College for my associate’s degree in Science so 
I can become a Registered Nurse. 
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Office of Special Education 

Mary Ann Eden 

My name is Mary Ann Eden and I am the Special Education secretary.  I have worked at Illini 
Central for 21 years.  I grew up in San Jose and I live in rural San Jose with my husband 
Lonnie.  We have three children:  Jessica, Jeff, and Jared.  We also have a dog named Bear 
and a cat named Bennigan.  In my spare time and summers off, I enjoy reading and 
gardening.  I graduated from Western Illinois University with my Bachelor of Business Degree 
in Office Management/Personnel.  I also work part time preparing individual, business, and 
farm income tax returns and teach the H&R Block basic income tax course 
 

 

Susan Estoye 

My name is Susan Estoye and I am the Certified School Psychologist at Illini Central.  I have 
worked here for 23 years.  I grew up in Roseville, Illinois.  I currently live in Easton with my 
husband, Stephen.  We have been married for almost 9 years.  I have 3 grown kids:  Jennie, 
Joshua and Nate.  Josh lives in Texas with his wife and daughter.  Jennie and Nathan live in 
Colorado. Steve and I love to travel, visit the kids and grandchild, and hang out with friends. 
We have 2 cats and numerous dogs since Steve is full time puppy rancher.  We raise golden 
retrievers and goldendoodles.  We live in the country on several acres and enjoy the nature 
around us.  I spend a great deal of time outdoors and traveling.  The great lakes, ocean and 
mountains are equally attractive.  I earned my undergraduate degree at Illinois Wesleyan and 
my graduate degree at California University of Pennsylvania.  My degrees are Bachelor of 
Arts in Sociology, a Master of Science in  School Psychology and Certification in School 
Psychology. I love working with little humans and feel fortunate to have spent my entire career 
as a psychologist at Illini Central. 

 

Amanda Holley 

Hi!  My name is Amanda Holley and I am the school social worker.  I have been at Illini 
Central for 5 years.  I grew up in Hillsboro and I received my Bachelors Degree in Psychology 
from MacMurray College, Masters Degree in Social Work from the University of Illinois 
Champaign, and my Masters Degree in Educational Leadership from the University of Illinois 
Springfield.  I live in Williamsville with my husband Joe, my son A.J., daughter Kennedy, and 
our three dogs London, George and Imis.  In my spare time I like to participate in family 
adventures, reading and going to waterparks.  My favorite aspect of my job is being able to 
establish helping relationships with students and their families. 
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Lori Sarff 

My name is Lori Sarff and I am the Special Education Coordinator at Illini Central.  I have 
spent 7 years in this position, but I have also taught 11 years in Special Education and 3 
years in General Education.  I grew up in the Springfield outskirts, but Riverton School 
District, so I consider Riverton my hometown. I attended Springfield College in Illinois (now 
Benedictine University)  and earned an Associates of Arts Degree before going to Eastern 
Illinois University  to get a Bachelor of Science in Education.  I majored in Special Education & 
General Education.  I later attended the University of Illinois at Springfield to earn a Master's 
Degree in Educational Leadership.  

I come from a very large family.  I grew up with 4 brothers and 2 sisters. After college, I 
started teaching in my hometown where I taught for 14 years before moving to Mason City.  I 
currently have one IC graduate, a junior, an 8th grader, and a kindergarten student that all call 
me mom.  Having children in this district across those grade levels gives me great perspective 
when working with families.  My favorite parts about the job are getting to see the great strides 
students make as they go through the grades and mature both academically and socially, as 
well as working with their families celebrating the successes and working together through the 
difficult times to find solutions that work for each of them. 
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