
LEADERSHIP, SERVICE & SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL BOARDS

ACCOUNTABILITY UPDATE

Sound the Alarm !!! 
CALL TO ACTION ...

In keeping with the Louisiana School Boards Association's
(LSBA) mission and guiding principles - funding of public
education, local autonomy, and quality public education - the
LSBA has long advocated for Louisiana to have an
accountability system that is aligned, continuous, and
equitable.

While there are parts of the current accountability system that meet
those criteria, the system as a whole does not. One area of major
concern is the recent proposed changes to high school accountability
submitted by the LA Department of Education to BESE. These
proposed changes are to be decided on at Tuesday's BESE meeting
(August 23rd).  

There are several issues that have come to light in the past
several weeks from education stakeholder groups.

1. A lack of input from all stakeholders;
2. Required state assessments need to be aligned (LEAP,

ACT/WorkKeys, etc.);



3. Not recognizing growth for all students;
4. Requiring all high school students to take college courses ; and
5. Misalignment of high school accountability and TOPS.

Here are the results of the proposed changes:

1. This is a major decision – one that shouldn’t be made based 
upon minimal input. These changes will negatively impact 
students and parents as it does not recognize choice. If 
approved, these changes would not take effect until the 
2025-2026 school year. Instead of voting on this proposal 
now, request that your BESE member vote to delay the 
adoption of these changes. More time should be invested to 
research successful accountability systems that are used in the 
top-ranked states similar to Louisiana.

2. Although we believe in accountability , we are looking for a 
holistic accountability system that includes not only academic 
acheivement scores (1 test per year), but also encompasses 
other measures that provide parents and communities with a 
clear picture of what our schools have to offer.

3. In this proposal, a one-size-fits-all approach will be used to 
recognize student academic growth regardless of the student's 
percentile rank.

4. All students, regardless of whether they are going to college or 
not, will be required to take at least 2 college-level exams or 
earn 12 hours of college credit to graduate and earn 
accountability points for their high school.

5. Students scoring a 17 on the ACT - the same score that earns 
them a Tops Tech Scholarship - would earn a zero in 
accountability points for their high school.

NOW is the time to take action and reach out to your BESE
member(s) and legislators regarding these proposed changes.

While the LSBA will continue to advocate for alignment,
continuity, and equity in the accountability system, we know
that the quantity of voices matter when important changes like
these are being proposed.

This is an LSBA Call to Action and we are SOUNDING THE
ALARM!!

https://bese.louisiana.gov/about-bese/bese-members
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Bios.aspx?cid=H
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