
Public Education Stakeholders Demand an Accountability Process that is Accountable and Focused 

on the Students and the Core Mission of K12 Public Education 

 

The Louisiana Public School Coalition is calling on BESE and the Louisiana Department of Education to 

delay the adoption of the proposed accountability changes to allow broader stakeholder input from 

educators and parents. The Louisiana Public School Coalition consists of the Louisiana Association of 

Educators (LAE), Louisiana Association of Principals (LAP), Louisiana Association of School 

Superintendents (LASS), Louisiana Federation of Teachers (LFT), Louisiana School Boards Association 

(LSBA), and the Louisiana Retired Teachers Association (LRTA) and we agree that the lack of broad 

stakeholder input with the current proposal will result in unintended consequences that will ultimately cause 

our public education system to regress instead of advance. The proposed changes to the high school element 

of Louisiana’s K12 public education system ignore the core mission of high school by putting too much 

emphasis on post-secondary education in high school and fails in its attempt to recognize growth and 

alignment of ACT accountability with TOPS.  Doing so will diminish the high school experience for our 

students. 

 

We urge a slowing of the process to avoid mistakes of the past. The future of public education and the 

well-being of our students in Louisiana are at stake so let’s take our time and do this the right way. 

 

Lack of Broad Stakeholder Input 

• The timing of the survey, during the summer break, resulted in a low response rate from those 

that will be the most affected. 

• Implementing policies without bringing educators to the table is a significant contributor to our 

current teacher shortage. 

• These changes are being pushed through during the second week of school, a timeframe that does 

not allow for accurate feedback from those that are most affected…teachers, parents, and 

students. The proposed changes will not go into effect until the 2025-2026 school year. Why are 

we rushing to make an already flawed system worse? 

 

Unintended Consequences 

The hard work that our students, teachers and support professionals put in every single day would not be 

valued or even acknowledged under this accountability system because: 

o Students who earn a high school diploma would no longer generate any points towards 

their school’s school performance score (SPS) linked to the school’s letter grade 

o High schools would receive zero (0) points for student graduation or growth (which 

currently accounts for 25% of the SPS linked to the school’s letter grade) for students 

who score below the 50th percentile in comparison to their peers and not projected to 

reach the mastery achievement.     

▪ The lack of addressing the unintended consequences in formulating this proposal 

will impact children, staff members, schools, and school systems.  



▪ The proposed accountability system is misaligned and will create further 

inequities. 

 

 

Mandating College Credit in High School 

• Students, who are ready, are and should be afforded the opportunity to achieve beyond the regular 

high school curriculum and that should be lauded as achieving beyond expectations.   

• Students who choose to focus on meeting the high school graduation requirements set by BESE, 

then meet that expectation and earn their high school diploma will be considered failures to their 

school by this proposal.   

• Students, who are not ready for college while still in high school but who nevertheless try to take 

college courses, because it’s the new expectation, will be the ones who suffer the lower GPA and 

the hit to their self-esteem that will happen when they earn a lower grade in the college class.  This 

hit to their GPA will also take from some the opportunity to participate in sports and other 

extracurricular activities, which for many students is a driving factor behind their personal desire 

to achieve. 
 

Failure to Recognize Growth 

• Students, teachers, and schools should be rewarded for growth, but his proposal does not recognize 

the growth that ALL students display.  

• The proposal treats a student who is in the 49th percentile of growth exactly the same as a student 

whose growth is in the 30th, 20th or 5th percentile.  That does not honor student growth. 

• Students who are already achieving Mastery but may not grow to Advanced should not be 

denigrated for merely maintaining Mastery.   

 

Misalignment of HS Accountability and TOPS 

• The proposed alignment is not accurate. 

• Students scoring a 17 on the ACT earn Tops Tech, but this proposal still awards that student a 

ZERO 

• Students scoring a 20 on the ACT earn Tops Opportunity, but Tops Opportunity is defined as 21-

22 on the ACT 

• Alignment should match what students earn…17-19 should earn points aligned with Tops Tech 

and 20-22 should earn points aligned to Tops Opportunity 
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