
August 25, 2019                                            Pastor Andy McClellan 
Focusing on Community 

Acts 2:36-47 
 

  
Biblical "Community" means: 

1. Shared, common SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP, Acts 2:38-42 (cf. 1 John 
1:2-7; 2 Corinthians 6:14, 13:14; Ephesians 4:2-6; Jude 1:3; Titus 1:4). 

2. Shared, common "STUFF", Acts 2:44-47 (cf. Acts 4:32-37; 1 Cor. 1:9, 
12:4-13, 25-26; 2 Cor. 1:7-10; Galatians 6:2; James 5:16; Ecclesiastes 
4:9-12; Hebrews 13:16). 

3. Shared, common SPACE, Acts 2:44-47 (cf. Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 11:17-20, 
33-34, 14:26; Heb. 10:24-25; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 2:1-29). 

  
Look up the definition of "community" in a dictionary.  
How is your family a community?  Of what other 
communities is your family a part?  How are they 
different?  How are they the same?  What is the "glue" 

that holds those communities together?  Which community will last the 
longest (Hint: 1 Peter 1:3-5)?  How should that affect our participation in 
that community?       

  
For Further Study, Thought and Discussion 

1. Read 1 John 1:1-7.  How many times is the word "fellowship" used in 
this section?  Who has fellowship, and with whom?  Who does not 
have fellowship and why not?  How would you define "fellowship" 
from this passage?  What is the connection between "fellowship" in 
this passage the concept of "community"?  How are they the same 
and different?  According to 1 John, how do you know that you have 
true fellowship with God?  True fellowship with other believers? 

2. Read Acts 2:37-47.  This passage in Acts is a "descriptive narrative," 
meaning that it is not "prescribing" the way we must experience 
Christian community.  However, there are some lessons to be 
learned.  How did the early church experience "community" in this 
passage?  What enduring biblical commands are behind their 
experience of community?  Compare and contrast that to how 
Damascus Community Church experiences community.  How could 
we improve as a church in developing community in a way that 
honors Jesus?  How are we doing it well? 

3. DCC is a community for Christ sharing space with other local 
churches and unchurched people within a larger community (ex. 
Damascus-area).  Based on the sermon points above, how 
should/can DCC interact with other local churches in our community?  
What role should DCC play in the greater community of Damascus 
(ex. community events, needs, concerns)?  What is your role, as a 

member of the DCC community, in the communities in which you 
live? 

4. To get you thinking….Some contend that Acts 2:44-45 is an 
argument for socialism, the "redistribution of wealth," and 
communal living.  Is that what this passage is teaching?  How is the 
experience of the church community in Acts 2 different from the 
principles of socialism and communism in our day?  How are they 
similar?  Does biblical, Christian community provide solutions to 
many of the social problems we are experiencing today?  How? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


