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Prerequisite: You must be a sophomore or older, and have had one year in High School 
Chorus or Band, while currently enrolled in either High School Chorus or Band.  You must 
provide your own guitar. An acoustic is recommended.  It is also the responsibility of the 
student to make sure the guitar is in working order, this includes having strings for the guitar 
(which can be purchased at Meyer Music, or any music store).  I recommend to always having 
one extra set of strings. 
  
Course Description: 
 
This is an elective course offering beginning instruction for guitar. You will learn open  
Chords, power chords, moveable chords, accompaniment techniques, and a variety of 
Playing techniques and styles including both the pick style and finger style approaches to 
Guitar. The course also includes music fundamentals, theory, songs, performance, 
listening, composing, improvising, analyzing, and learning how to read standard music 
notation and tablature. 
 
Goals 

1. To learn how to play chords, accompaniment and melodies on the guitar. 
2. To learn how to read music, notation, chord frames and tablature. 
3. To develop an understanding of music fundamentals and theory. 
4. To learn how to perform, write, and create music. 

 
Textbook 
 
The text for this class is Essential Elements for Guitar.  This text is full of very useful exercises 
designed to get you comfortable with the fret board of a guitar. All students are responsible for 
purchasing their own copy of the text which costs 9.99. I will supplement the text with several 
other handouts in order to cover other topics.  Meyer Music will supply this textbook and 
deliver it to the school, but it is very important to pay for this as soon as possible.   
 
Evaluation  
 
Grades in this class will be determined on the following basis: 
 
 

1. 30% - Attendance to all performance events.  While this group will not have many 

performances, I hold the right to schedule performances for the class.  Any unexcused 
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absences will receive a zero for this performance.  In case of an emergency, contact the 

school.  Any conflicts  must be submitted in writing and or email within 14 days before 

the event.   

1. Being on time and in proper uniform is part of this grade. 

2. 70% - Assessment of student playing.  Each quarter a student will receive 2 – 4 

assessments that will be due 1 week before the quarter ends.  A student may turn these 

assessments in as many times as they would like up to the due date.  The assessment 

will be graded and returned in a timely fashion.  If the student wishes, they may retake 

the assessment again until they have achieved the grade that they want. 

 
 
Classroom Rules 
 

1. Be in your seat with all supplies within two minutes of the bell ringing. 

2. No talking while the teacher/visitor/guest/student is talking. 

3. Do not play anyone’s instrument but your own. This includes percussion instruments. 

Students are not allowed to touch band room equipment. 

4. Do not chew gum, eat food or candy, or consume beverages in the band room. 

5. Respect yourself and others at all times (keep hands and feet to yourself). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 (Please sign and return) 

I _____________________ have read and agree to all terms and requirements stated above.  If  

     (student name) 

I have any concerns, I will contact Mr. Thompson as soon as possible. 

 

Student Signature:  ____________________________________ 

 

Parent Name:  _________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature:  _____________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  _______________________________________ 

 

 

Email Address:  _________________________________________ 


