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EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR     

 

1. The Slate Valley Unified Union School District provides special education and related 

services to each student who has been found to be eligible for such services as required by 

law. It is recognized that it may be necessary in some instances to provide such services to 

a student over an extended school year (ESY). That is, a period beyond the regular school 

year in order to maintain a student’s skills from one year to the next.  

 

2. Such a student shall be offered extended school year special education and related 

services if the student has been determined by the IEP team to be eligible for special 

education and related services in accordance with state and federal regulations within the 

last three years; and where the IEP team has determined: 

a. that specified extended school year services are an essential (not simply beneficial) 

component of the student’s IEP, in that benefits accrued to the student during the 

regular school year would be significantly jeopardized if the student were not provided 

particular special education and/or related services during the summer months; or 

b. that a summer break without specified special education and/or related services is likely 

to cause the student to suffer severe regression and such loss of skills, combined with 

limited recoupment ability, will significantly increase the likelihood of the student failing 

to achieve IEP goals or objectives.  

 

3.  Procedures implementing this policy shall be revised as necessary by the superintendent 

or his/her designee.  

 

4. Steps shall be taken by special education personnel to inform parents of the existence of 

this policy, of implementing procedures, and of their right to challenge decisions concerning 

the ESY services through the dispute resolution options outlined in federal and state 

special education regulations.  

 

 

Date Warned:  April 12, 2018 

Date Adopted: April 23, 2018 
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Extended School Year  

Information, Procedures and Required Documentation 

 

 

I. What is Extended School Year (ESY)? 

1. Extended School Year means special education and related services made 

available to children with disabilities beyond the student’s instructional year as 

verified in the District’s official school calendar for the current school year. The 

IEP team shall determine that special education and related services beyond the 

student’s instructional year are essential in order for a child with disabilities to 

receive an appropriate education.  

2. The IEP team shall determine that special education and related services are 

needed in order for a child to receive an appropriate education and determine the 

amount of time that special education and related service shall be provided 

during the extended school year program.  

3. ESY services are for the maintenance of IEP goals and objectives. 

4. ESY services are provided where such services are essential to the provision of 

a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to an eligible student.  

 

II. ESY IS NOT: 

1. ESY services are not summer school, enrichment, custodial or childcare, 

compensatory or remedial services.  

2. Maximizing potential is not the standard in determining need for extended 

school year services. IDEA does not require that ESY be provided in order to 

maximize educational opportunities for a child with a disability.  

3. IDEA does not mandate that year round services are provided to children with 

disabilities.  

4. ESY is not required for the convenience of the school or parents and therefore, 

cannot serve as a day care or respite care services. 

5. ESY is not compulsory. Participation in the program is discretionary with the 

parents, who may choose to refuse the ESY services.  

6. ESY is not designed for those students who exhibit random regression or 

regression which is solely related to medical problems resulting in degeneration, 

or transitional life situations such as divorce or death of a family member.  

7. ESY is not subject to the same least restrictive environment considerations that 

apply during the regular school year.   

8. Failure in a class or failure to achieve IEP goals or objectives does not qualify a 

student for ESY services.  

9. ESY is not guaranteed from year to year. If a student is found eligible for ESY 

services in a given year, provision of such services is NOT automatic in later 

years. An annual determination of need must be made for every student.  

 

 

 

 



 

III. What factors are considered in making ESY determinations? 

The determination as to whether a child should receive ESY services shall be made on 

an individual basis. The determination shall not be made on the basis of the category of 

the child’s disability. Extended School Year Services shall be provided if one or more of 

the following factors are evident:  

 

● Factor 1: ESY is essential to permit the student an opportunity to reach 

reasonably set educational goals.  

● Factor 2: A significant amount of regression occurs over vacations and 

recoupment does not occur within a reasonable amount of time. 

● Factor 3: The severity of the student’s disability presents a danger of substantial 

regression.  

● Factor 4: The student’s transition goals require continued programming beyond 

the school year IEP. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

● Transition- This pertains to eligible students who are 16 years of age or older, in 

which the service is necessary in order for the student to reach reasonably set 

educational goals that are listed in the IEP in the areas of vocational 

skills/experiences, community skills/experiences, independent living and/or daily 

living skills.   

● Regression- A reversion to a lower level of functioning as evidenced by a 

decrease in the level of adaptive behaviors or basic skills acquired which occurs 

as a result of a break or interruption in educational programming.  

● Recoupment- The ability to regain and/or recover the level of adaptive behavior 

or basic skills acquired which occurs as a result of a break or interruption in 

educational programming.  

● Self-sufficiency- The demonstration of reasonable independence from 

caregivers in view of the child’s handicapping condition as evidenced by the 

ability to master skills such as muscular control, toileting, feeding, dressing, 

physical mobility, personal hygiene, impulse control, basic communication and 

interaction with peers and/or adults.  

 

IV. What procedures are required? 

1. A copy of the Slate Valley Unified Union School District’s policy and procedures 

will be shared with parents on an annual basis.  

2. The IEP team of an eligible student will consider, at least annually, the child’s 

need for ESY services.  

3. A Determination of Eligibility for ESY services form (see attached) shall be 

completed and a statement of this decision shall be included in the present level 

of performance section of the IEP.  

4. The Determination of Eligibility for ESY services and appropriate IEP meeting 

must be held by April 15th of each year.  

5. Copies of the Determination form and IEP shall be provided to the central office 

no later than April 30th of each year.  

 



 

QUESTIONS FOR IEP TEAMS TO CONSIDER: 

 

1. What, if any, goals and objectives may be significantly jeopardized without the provision 

of specific Extended School Year Services? 

2. What documentation or data shows evidence of this concern? (Examples of data to be 

considered includes criterion referenced and standardized test data, health related 

factors including physical and emotional functioning, direct observation of student’s 

classroom performance, interviews with teachers to determine success with various 

instructional strategies, evaluation of student performance as it relates to the IEP goals 

and objectives, et al). 

3. What is the student’s typical rate of progress on the identified goals and objectives? 

4. What are the factors that influence progress? (Teams must consider attendance, illness, 

refusal, and frequency of opportunities, etc.). 

5. Is the student on the cusp of a critical milestone? (i.e. assistive technology training, 

personal care/ toilet training).  

 

 

THE MEETING MINUTES MUST REFLECT THE IEP TEAM’S DISCUSSION AND 

DETERMINATION OR THE ABOVE QUESTIONS.  


