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Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks back at 2:00 A.M. 

Sunday morning, 
November 4, 2018.  

Daylight 
Savings Time ends!

Van Buren 2018 Homecoming
Back Row Standing: King Connor Ohlrich, Queen Grace Hoerig.  Second Row: Senior Escort Joshua Bishop, Senior Escort Noah Frederick, Senior Escort Brady 
Rader, Senior Escort Kyle Hoyng, Junior Escort Grant Insley, Sophomore Attendant Jordan Keckler, Sophomore Escort Brandon Smith, Junior Attendant Isabella 
Ayers.  Front Row: Senior Attendant Andrea Iliff, Senior Attendant Mackenzie Saltzman, Senior Attendant Megan Muzy, Senior Attendant Audrey Nessler, Freshman 
Escort Benjamin Hudok, Freshman Attendant Ella Webster.

Invitation to All Van Buren Graduates Who Are Now in College or the Military
 We would like to invite you back to share your experiences with this year’s Senior Class on Wednes-
day, December 19, 2018, from 7:50 - 9:30 A.M. in the auditorium.  We would like a variety of colleges 
represented.  We are hoping we can get a panel of about 8 - 12 people.
 If you are able to attend, please contact Linda Schwemley, Senior Class Advisor, at 419-299-3384, 
ext. 414, or e-mail at lschwemley@vbschools.net by Friday, December 14, 2018.



Page 2 Knightly News November 2018

Superintendent News School News
Fall is Gone, Winter Has Arrived

Tim Myers, Superintendent
NEW BOARD MEMBER
 I would like to welcome and announce that Dr. Scott Grant has been selected 
as the newest member of the Van Buren School District Board of Education.  Dr. 
Grant is a former employee of the district, serving as the Athletic Director from 
2011 through 2013.  He is currently an Assistant Professor of Business at the 
University of Findlay.  Scott’s knowledge of the school district, the staff, and the 
community, along with his experience as a teacher and administrator, make him 
an excellent, highly qualified, new member of the Van Buren Board of Education.  
BE INVOLVED
 I invite all members of the community to become actively involved in our 
school district.  This can be as a board member, a booster member, an involved 
parent, or advocate for education.  Currently we have 2 committees that are 
meeting in the areas of finances and facilities.  Please let me know if you have 
an interest in serving on either of these committees.  Community input, thoughts, 
and ideas are important in helping to develop the future direction and the contin-
ued success of our school.
SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCHEON
 Our annual Senior Citizen Luncheon was held on Tuesday, October 23.  
Those in attendance were entertained with music from our talented students and 
staff from the elementary and high school music programs.  A great lunch was 
provided by the Academic Boosters and served by the HS National Honor Soci-
ety members.  Thank you to the Academic Boosters, the National Honor Society, 
the Van Buren students and staff, and the senior citizens who attended this event.  
We are hopeful that the numbers of senior citizens who attend this program each 
October will grow in future years.

Visit Van Buren Local School 
at our website

www.vbschools.net

Mark Your Calendar for these VBPTO Upcoming Events:

• Friday, November 2  ––  Father/Daughter Dance, 6:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, November 13  ––  PTO Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
• Friday, March 8  ––  Bakery Bingo & Art Auction, 6:30 p.m.
• Friday, April 26  ––  Muffins with Mom, 6:45 a.m.
• Monday, May 13  ––  PTO Meeting/Volunteer Lunch, 11:30 a.m.
• Tuesday, May 14 –– PTO Teacher Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.

All of these events will take place in the Elementary Cafeteria except 
the Volunteer and Teacher Luncheons which will be held in the Ele-
mentary Library.  All parents, guardians, and grandparents of elemen-
tary students are invited to attend the PTO meetings.

Congratulations to the Black Knight Marching Band 
 VBMB won grand champion at their final competition at Swanton HS.  Along 
with winning awards for best color guard, music, and marching, the band re-
ceived their highest score this season.  The group qualified for State Finals for 
the 4th time this season, and will appear in Dayton on November 4, 2018, per-
forming at 3:00 P.M.
 Congratulations VBMB and Go Black Knights!

Election Day
Tuesday, November 6, 2018

Don’t forget to Vote!
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Raegan Miller
 Raegan is a junior at Van Buren 
High School and was nominated for 
a positive referral by her Government 
teacher, Ms. Burden. Ms. Burden indi-
cates Raegan is very cooperative and 
has a great work ethic. She went on to 
say, “Raegan has been on top of her 
work and is always willing to participate. 
She offers answers and volunteers to 
read. She is actively engaged in her 
education.” Raegan’s efforts were ac-
knowledged by Mr. Shoup, “Raegan 
was praised and rewarded regarding 
her work ethic and classroom leader-
ship. She was encouraged to keep up the great work. She was given a candy bar 
and her parents were contacted.” 

August/September 2018 Awesome Knights August/September 2018 Virtuous Knights

Lacey Bowman
 Lacey has worked hard with others 
in her advisory, discussing their design 
challenge, revising, and taking owner-
ship of their product.  She is always pre-
pared for class and works hard.  Lacey 
met with Mr. Clark for a “selfie”, and 
chose to have donuts delivered to her 
and some friends.  Her parents were 
also contacted with the good news.
 Lacey was nominated by the Sixth 
Grade Team.

~~ Virtuous Knights will be chosen this year based on positive 
referrals from the middle school staff. ~~

Ella Serrano
 Ella blows her teachers away with 
her positive attitude, kindness, and will-
ingness to help others.  She arrives to 
her classes with a smile and is ready to 
work hard.  Ella is eager to participate 
and asks questions others are afraid 
to ask.  She met with Mr. Clark for a 
“selfie”, and was rewarded with an af-
ternoon smoothie.  Her parents were 
also contacted with the good news!
 Ella was nominated by the Seventh 
Grade Team.

~~ Awesome Knights will be chosen this year based on positive 
referrals from the high school staff. ~~

Taylor Smith
 Taylor is a senior at Van Buren High 
School and has been extremely help-
ful during her study hall. Mrs. McGrain 
recognized her in the form of a positive 
referral indicating, “We asked for volun-
teers to do a job and Taylor quickly vol-
unteered without hesitation and without 
asking what the job was. We needed a 
few students to take recycling materials 
from the office to the recycle bins and 
we appreciated her enthusiasm. Help-
ing the school to reduce waste is great 
for the environment and it helps to 
teach the students additional responsi-
bility.” Taylor met with Mr. Shoup and was praised and rewarded for her helpful-
ness, volunteerism and positive attitude. She was encouraged to keep up the 
good work and to continue to grow as a leader here at VBHS. She was rewarded 
with a candy bar and her parents were contacted regarding her efforts.

BUSINESSES/BUSINESS OWNERS - I NEED 
YOUR HELP!
    In the second semester of this school year, the Real-World Reading class is 
going to be reading the book Drive by Daniel Pink.  The focus of the book is iden-
tifying misconceptions about what motivates people (rewards, for example) and 
moving toward what truly motivates them (autonomy, for example).  In order to 
give students some real-world experience thinking about how motivation works 
(and hopefully, in turn, motivating themselves), the teacher, Brian Bratt, is looking 
for some local businesses with whom he and his students might partner to review 
the businesses’ current techniques for motivating employees and potentially of-
fer some other options that, according to Drive, might more effectively motivate 
employees to perform at a high level.
    If you own an area business or know someone who does and this sounds 
interesting, please e-mail the contact information to Brian at bbratt@vbschools.
net.  Reaching out to him will not lock anyone into participating, but it will give the 
opportunity to learn more and see if this is something which might benefit both 
the business and his students.

New Dates for Mid-Term Exams in the HS
 Mid-term exams are scheduled for Monday - Wednesday, January 
7-9, 2019.  These dates are just prior to the end of the first semester.  
Thursday, January 10 and Friday, January 11, 2019, are designated as 
flex or make-up days for students who miss a semester exam due to ill-
ness, some other excusable reason, or calamity days.
 More information to follow in the near future.
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School News

• The parent CCP meeting to provide information on taking college courses next 
year will be on December 4 in the high school auditorium at 6:30 PM.  Those 
students currently in grades 6-11 who may be interested in taking college 
classes next year should attend as well as at least one parent.  This meeting 
is much earlier than in previous years due to new state requirements.

• Seniors need to get their college applications in as soon as they are ready.  
Many of the colleges and universities have their scholarship deadlines at dif-
ferent times, including November 1.  Students should check with their colleges 
of choice to be sure of application and scholarship deadlines.

• Students and parents should be starting on their college financial aid forms 
(FAFSA).  The FAFSA website opened on October 1.  Seniors should be aware 
of this.

• A Guidance ‘Google Classroom’ has been created for all 9-12 students.  Stu-
dents should check their school email to get the password to join their class-
room graduating year if they have not already done so.  Most student already 
have joined.  Parents are also welcome to join.  I will be communicating all 
information through the classrooms.

• Millstream representatives will be here on November 7 to meet with all sopho-
mores about courses that are available to them at Millstream for their junior 
year.  There will then be a visit to Millstream for those who are interested.

•  All sophomores will be given the opportunity to take the Pre-ACT test as a 
practice for the ACT.  In the past the school paid the fee for this.  We will 
administer it at Van Buren on December 17 before the holiday break.  Any 
sophomore who does not want to take it needs to let me know ahead of time.

• The school home page has all the updated guidance information, scholarships, 
as well as current news available for viewing. Check it out!

• The End Of Course make-up exams, for those students who need to make 
up an exam for graduation point, will start the week of December 3.

Van Buren High School/Middle School Guidance - Mr. Zender

Van Buren’s New Performing Group Called “Knighlife”
 A new musical ensemble has been started at Van Buren called “Knightlife”. 
It is a 17 member acappella group that is chosen out of the show choir (which 
is further auditioned out of the Varsity Choir).  To put it simply, these are the 17 
best musician/singers in the entire school district and they deserve to have a 
group where they can all move and perform at the accelerated level in which they 
consistently demonstrate. This also allows for a much more mobile group that 
can perform out in the community without having to deal with and coordinate 40 
different student scheduling conflicts.  They practice one hour a week, and will 
be performing at the Kettering National Vocal Pop Festival this November 10 in 
Kettering, Ohio.
 A couple Sundays ago, they were invited to perform all of the music for the 
First Presbyterian Church service in Findlay.  They then stayed afterward to per-
form 2 of their vocal pop pieces for an event the church ws holding after the ser-
vice (honoring their 50 year church members).  One of the church members gave 
a glowing review and shared some pictures of the event.
 Great things are happening in the choral program and growing here at Van 
Buren.  Having a group like this is great for our accelerated musicians to perform 
at a high level.  As a plus, they get to perform some music that they hear on the 
radio (or that YOU used to hear on the radio), so it is an appealing group that 
students WANT to be a part of as well.
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High School News 
Guest Teachers from Czech Republic Visit History Classes
 Guest teachers, Michaela and Vera, visited with Van Buren’s 6th & 9th grade 
students during the week of October 8-11.  In cooperation with the University of 
Findlay, they provided lessons on the development of their country, the Czech 
Republic, during the modern era.  Students even had opportunities to experience 
a Czech Christmas tradition (shoe tossing) and learn a traditional National song/
dance (Mazurka).



FFA News
Page 6 Knightly News November 2018

FFA State Officer Visit
 On Tuesday, September 4, Ohio FFA Vice President-at-Large Grant Lach 
made a chapter visit to Van Buren.  Grant led space-based workshops about 
leadership, teamwork and achieving your goals.  Something really unique about 
Grant is that he is studying Astrophysics.  A saying he used quite often during 
his workshops was “Houston, we have a solution.”  That is something that really 
stuck with students when they left his workshops.  Grant also talked to a few 
students who want to become State officers as well, and gave them some tips 
for when they apply for office.  Van Buren FFA is very privileged to have had a 
state officer come visit us, and we are very thankful he could find time in his busy 
schedule to come out.

Soil Judging
 Almost every academic assist, both teams practiced texturing soils and stud-
ied general knowledge.  The students competed September 19 at the Hardin 
Northern Invite, the Urban team consisting of Marisa Gilbert, Johnny Farthing, 
Mikaela Voland, Jada Beach, Maila Gehrisch, Bradey Gerding placed 3rd; and 
Rural team consisting of Jacob Walters, Jacob Deiter, Kairi Borkosky, Jerod 
Wright, Timmy Emerine, Hannah Betts, Eli Dilgard, and Austin Switzer placed 
10th.  The top 5 students in both teams then went to compete at Districts on 
September 27, which we, the Van Buren FFA Chapter hosted. The Urban and 
Rural teams both placed 2nd in the District and will be continuing on to compete 
at State.  Special congratulations Austin Switzer for placing 4th, and Marisa Gil-
bert for placing 6th in the Urban individuals.  Also a special congratulations to Tim 
Emerine for placing 3rd in the Rural individuals.  Marisa Gilbert, Johnny Farthing, 
Austin Switzer, Mikaela Voland, Jacob Walters, Jacob Deiter, Hannah Betts, and 
Tim Emerine will all be competing October 13 in the State Soil Judging Contest.
 Best of luck to these FFA members!

FFA FRUIT SALE
To FFA Members, Parents, and Supporters:
 The annual fall Fruit Sale has long been the #1 fundraising activity for many 
FFA chapters in America.  Each year a donation per case or box of product is con-
tributed to the Ohio FFA Foundation.  The proceeds benefit special projects of the 
Ohio FFA Foundation and support our students.  On the local level, the earned 
funds will allow the FFA Chapter to assist members who wish to attend our nu-
merous FFA activities throughout the year.  Some examples include: National & 
State Conventions, camps, judging competitions, leadership conferences, FFA 
social events and our annual banquet.  In addition, the funds earned will allow the 
chapter to participate in community service projects.
 This year’s fruit sale will take place October 11 through November 20.  Our 
fruit will come in the week of December 9-15.  All members are encouraged to sell 
to help support the many activities, community service projects, and competitions 
that our FFA Chapter participates in.
 This year we will have a new vendor.  We are selling with Florida Farm Bu-
reau and not only do we have citrus, we also have nuts! 
 Please support your local FFA Chapter.
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Middle School News
8th Graders Learn 
About Local Manu-
facturing
 Raise the Bar Hancock County 
coordinated its annual Manufactur-
ing Day experience for eighth grad-
ers.  VBMS students spent their day 
at Cooper Tire, Romark, and GSW 
learning about the process and prod-
ucts involved with those manufac-
turers and others from across the 
county.  This is one of our efforts to 
engage students in middle school to 
consider options beyond high school.

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences

November 15, Thursday evening
November 19, Monday evening

November 20, Tuesday 
(8:00 AM - 3:00 PM)

Teacher Inservice
Monday, November 19, 2018

Thanksgiving Break
No School for Students

 Monday - Friday
November 19 - 23, 2018

VBMS Student-Led Conferences
 At the middle school level, our parent-teacher conferences include the most important com-
ponent… the student!  In 2005, we instituted student-led conferences after having to turn away 
multiple parents as our schedule didn’t allow for enough traditional conference appointment slots.  
That change provided expanded opportunities for our students, parents, and teachers.
 Can a parent attend a student-led conference without the student?  Without the student, the 
conference is difficult as the parents just flip through a portfolio of work without explanation and 
the valuable conversation  This is your child’s learning, and by middle school, he/she should be 
part of the discussion.  This fosters a real-world, relevant opportunity for our students to gather, 
organize, and present.
 Your child’s core teachers (language arts, math, science, and social studies) will all be pres-
ent and make it their goal to sit down with every family to answer questions.  If, during your confer-
ence time, a specific teacher doesn’t make contact, please don’t hesitate to call him/her to your 
table.
 We limit the number of meetings per time slot to allow teachers the opportunity to meet with 
all families.  However, you have the flexibility for your conference to take the needed time - most 
last 20-30 minutes during the times noted below:
  Thursday, November 15 5:45 - 8:45 P.M.; and
  Monday, November 19 (5:45 - 8:45 P.M.); and
  Tuesday, November 20 (8:00 - 11:00 A.M.)

 Scheduling student-led conferences will be done online. Please go to www.vbschools.net and 
click on your child’s school and enter the required information.
 If you are not able to make any of the schedule student-led conference times, teaching teams 
are also available to meet with parents.  However, our time is limited.  Many times, students will 
bring home their conference portfolio to share if you are unable to make the scheduled confer-
ence times.  If you have questions or concerns at any time during the school year, please contact 
your child’s teacher!
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VBMS Students Engage in Mr. Yunker Day of Service
 Our annual eighth grade team day of service took on an extra-special meaning this year 
as we decided, with the blessing of Brent’s family, to memorialize his spirit and willingness to 
help others by naming the annual day of service in his honor.
 As always, our students were spread among a variety of local non-profits.  Thanks to all of 
them for hosting us and special thanks to eighth grade teacher Stevie Brown for her countless 
hours of planning!  This year we assisted the following organizations: Van Buren Schools, Vil-
lage of Van Buren, Van Buren Post Office, City Mission, Hancock Park District, American Red 
Cross, West Ohio Food Bank, and the Hancock County Humane Society.

Follow @VanBurenMS on Facebook 
and Twitter!  Get late-breaking updates 

on school events and see all of the 
amazing things our rockstar staff and 

students are doing every day!!!

Election Day
Tuesday, 

November 6, 2018
Don’t forget to Vote!
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Elementary News 
Elementary Book Fair Benefits All
 It was a very successful book fair for the elementary school again this year. 
Thank you to the P.T.O. for all their help for this success. An extra thank you to 
the following volunteers for their help running the book fair: Nicole Craft, Katie 
Griffin, Melissa Grady, Yoko Harnjo, Summer Ferguson, Vanya Vichailak, Sharon 
Dalvi, Shannon Bennett, Edith Grine, Donna Freytag-Mercer, Jen Bishop, Pris-
cilla Garcia, Aruna Rajan, Stephanie Schmidt, Erin Poling, Charity Odey, Kathy 
Ware, Anna Anderson, Kelli Stahl, Joanna Thompson, Jessica Puperi, and Ma-
rissa Gonyer.
 During the book fair, teachers were able to spend $50 for books paid for by 
the P.T.O.  In addition, the P.T.O. purchased each student a book.Their generos-
ity was  recognized by The Scholastic Book Company. Each dollar spent by the 
P.T.O. will be matched by the Scholastic Possible Fund which distributes books 
to children in need through various organizations.
 Thank you also to students, parents, grandparents, and all others that pur-
chased books during the book fair. All proceeds will be used in the elementary 
library for books to add to the collection. It is always fun and exciting to find a new 
book to read. Thank you to all for making this possible for the Van Buren Elemen-
tary students.

September Knights of the Round Table
 Students selected by their noon monitors enjoyed lunch and an ice cream treat 
as “Round Table Knights” —  a reward for their positive attitude and behavior dur-
ing the month of September.  Students were also able to invite a friend or family 
member to join them at the round table. Congratulations to these students!

Back Row: Parmodh Raja, Savanna Eakin, Journee Shaw, Carter Fry, Luke 
Stultz, Lydia Ponn.  Middle Row: Rex McMaster, Ben Burkart, Cara Nichols, Olivia 
Allshouse, Leah Sheeks, Makenna Baldridge, Andrew Gibson, Landon Ebright.  
Front Row: Lennox Berswenger-Jacobs, Pacey Ferguson, Lilybeth Mimbs, Claire 
Hannah, Mason Weber, Jace Hutton, Nicholas Felkner.
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Yearbook News 

Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2019
 What is the best way to show your senior student how much you care?  Buy a 
parent ad!  You can include a message, a picture, or both.  Either fill out the order form 
that you should have received in the mail or the one here and return it to Brian Bratt, 
217 S. Main St., Van Buren, OH  45889.

To reserve yearbook space, please respond by 12/19/18 by providing the following:

 • This Order Form • Mail or deliver to:
 • Ad Text   Van Buren High School
 • Check payable to 2019 Knight   ATTN: Brian Bratt
     217 South Main Street
     Van Buren, Ohio  45889

_______________________________ ________________________________
Student’s Name Parent/Purchaser’s Name

_________________________________________________________________
Address/City/State/Zip

_________________________________________
Your Signature

_______________________________ ________________________________
Daytime Phone Evening Phone

Check the ad size requested:
 Color
1/8 page $40 _____ Is this ad a surprise for the student:
1/4 page $65 _____  _____ Yes _____No
1/2 page $100 _____
        Number of photos provided _____

(Space limited in yearbooks, so ads honored first come, first serve.)

Neatly print ad text below (you may submit on another sheet of paper):

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Yearbook Orders
 Thank you to all who purchased a copy of the 2017 Knight and Squire.  Last year’s 
staff put in a lot of hard work to create a book that our community can be proud of, and 
this year’s staff is working hard to do the same.
 The 2018 Knight will include the high school and middle school, and the 2018 Squire 
will included elementary events.  The first yearbook sale was held October 2 - 6, and 
continues through December 19.  The price for the HS/MS yearbook is $50 this year.  
A student can purchase protective plastic covers for $3.  The price for the 2018 Squire 
(elementary) yearbook is $20.  Another option is if you want both, you can save $10 
off the total.  A student can fill out the form on this page and give it to his/her teacher 
(elementary) or give it to Mr. Bratt in Room 235.  When your student makes an order, 
please make sure that if he/she is paying by check, the check is made payable to the 
2018 Knight and/or 2018 Squire for the number of books purchased.
 Another purchase option is to buy online.  Simply go to www.vbschools.net, click 
on the Buy a Yearbook button, and follow the on-screen instructions.  If you choose to 
purchase your yearbook(s) using this option, the individual prices are only available 
($50 and $20).  New this year, a student can have his/her name stamped onto the 
2018 Knight yearbook for $6 through online ordering ONLY.  Prices are in effect 
through December 19.
 The yearbook staff thanks you for your support of the Knight and Squire, and we 
look forward to serving you in the future.  If there are any questions, please contact 
Mr. Bratt, yearbook adviser, at (419) 299-3384 (ext. 407).

Parents/Guardians of SENIORS!!!
 Please remember that your senior and baby pictures are due to Mr. Bratt by 
Wednesday, December 19, which is the last day of school prior to Christmas break.  
If there are any issues regarding your ability to turn the pictures in by that date, 
please contact Mr. Bratt (bbratt@vbschools.net).

PEOPLE WHO PURCHASED COPIES OF THE 2017 and 2018 KNIGHT
 The following alumni need to pick up in the HS office their copies of the 2017 
and 2018 Knight that they ordered: 2017 - Lexi Woessner; and 2018 - Jessica 
DeBouver, Carl Fleck, Anna Girdler, Codi Leonard, Logan Marshall, Clay Noblit, 
Sam Phillips, Sadie Piehl, Cheyenne Potteiger, Lisa Simmons, Drew Turner.  Please 
stop to pick those up in the high school office at your earliest convenience.  Thank 
you again for your support of Van Buren and our yearbook.

Order Form for the 2018 Knight and Squire
Van Buren Elementary, Middle School and High School

Name _______________________________________________________
Grade/Teacher ______________________________ Date _____________

 $50.00 each Price of the 2018 Knight in FULL COLOR (coverage of the  
  middle school and high school)

 $3.00each Plastic protective cover for your book (2018 Knight only)

 $20.00 each Price of the 2018 Squire in FULL COLOR (coverage of the  
  elementary school)

Please fill out the following form and return it to your teacher (elementary) or 
Mr. Bratt in room 235 (middle and high school).  Thank you, and enjoy your 
yearbook!

 Quantity Item Price/Unit Total Amount
  2018 Knight $50.00
  Plastic Cover $3.00
  2018 Squire $20.00

  2018 Knight & Squire $60.00

   TOTAL
Please make all checks payable to:   
2018 Knight and/or 2018 Squire.
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Please Contact Brianna Reinhard With Any Questions
breinhard@vbschools.net

3rd Place  ––  
Lucas Badertscher

11th Grade

2nd Place  ––  
Amber Pisarsky

11th Grade

1st Place  ––  Dani Hall, 11th Grade Congratulations 
to our first round 

of winners!!! 
Great Job!
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Athletic Booster News School News

Attn: Parents/Guardians
If your child(ren)’s workbook 

and classroom fees have 
not been paid, please take 
care of this obligation as 
soon as possible.  If you 

have questions concerning 
this matter, please contact 

the office.

Put Your School Pride on Display!
 Van Buren Athletic Boosters are selling 5’x3’ flags for flag poles, hanging in 
garages or rooms, or where ever you want to show school spirit!
 One flag for $25 or two for $40.  Order through e-mail vanburenathleticboost-
ers@gmail.com

THANK YOU!!  THANK YOU!!
The Van Buren Athletic Boosters would like to thank 

EVERYONE involved with making the 
2018 Annual Booster Drive a HUGE success!

Over $11,000 has been raised for our student athletes!

Mark your calendars for the Reverse Raffle
Saturday, April 6 at

The Barn at Walnut Creek

HIGH SCHOOL PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

Thursday, November 15, 2018 5:45 - 9:00 P.M.
Monday, November 19, 2018 5:45 - 9:00 P.M.
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 8:00 - 11:00 A.M.
  1:15 - 3:00 P.M.

Scheduling conferences with your child’s teacher will be done on-
line.  Please go to Van Buren Local School District website (www.
vbschools.net) and click on your child’s school and enter the required 
information.

ELEMENTARY PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
 Having a strong bond between school and home is vital in a student’s 
success and parent/teacher conferences are key in making this happen!  
With conferences approaching, Van Buren Elementary will be using the same 
process we used last year.  Starting Monday, October 29, 2018, please use 
the following website to sign up for conferences:

  https://www.myconferenceti.me/vbs/ 

A few key things to remember:

• If you don’t have access to the internet or prefer to schedule via 
phone, please contact the Elementary Office @ 419-299-3416 and 
Mrs. Stumpp will help you.

• You may also access the above website by going to http://vbschools.
net and choosing the hyperlink on the main page or the Elementary 
office page.

• When signing up for a conference, please fill out as much information 
as possible, including an email. This will automatically generate an 
email back to you and the school to let us know you have signed up 
for a conference time.

Van Buren Local Schools has es-
tablished and approved a Wellness 
policy.  If you would like to read it, 
go to www.vbschools.net.  At the top 
ribbon, click on About Us, then go to 
District, and then to Board of Educa-
tion.  When you have the Board of 
Education page up, click on the up-
per left hand side on Board policy 
and go to 8510 Wellness.

Good News Club
 Elementary students have the opportunity to attend Good News 
Club, Every Wednesday that school is in session from 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
in the Elementary School Cafeteria. It started October 17 and goes 
through the end of March.  Hear stories, learn songs, and enjoy a light 
snack.  For more information, contact Mike Todd 419-957-0403.  Good 
News Club is sponsored by Child Evangelism Fellowship and area local 
churches.  Students of any or no faith are  welcome to attend.  Parents 
may come too!  You are welcome to start attending at any point in the 
school year!
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Sports News School News
All Sports Passes & Season Tickets for 2018-2019
 All BVC JV/Varsity tickets prices are $6 for adults and $4 for students.  Middle School prices have increased to $4 Adult 
and $3 Student.  Van Buren School will once again be offering an All Sports Pass which will entitle the pass holder into every 
regular home sporting event, (this includes the Van Buren Wrestling Invitational and all track invitationals).  These passes are 
non-transferable.  The family members, upon purchasing the passes, will have their names put on the pass.  Passes must be 
present to enter the event.  It does not matter how many members are in the family.

1. FAMILY PASS - $300.  This plan includes general admission for the parents and all immediate family members in 
grades 1-12.  It includes all home athletic events, junior high through varsity.

2. STUDENT ALL SPORTS PASS - $100.  General admission for any student, grades 1-12 to all home athletic cotests, 
junior high through varsity.

3. ADULT ALL SPORTS PASS - $150.  General admission for one adult to all home athletic contests, junior high through 
varsity.

4. SEASON FOOTBALL PASS - $30/ADULT, $20/STUDENT.  General admission to all five home varsity football games.
5. SEASON BOYS BASKETBALL PASS - $66/ADULT, $44/STUDENT. General admission for all home boys’ varsity 

basketball games.
6. SEASON GIRLS BASKETBALL PASS - $66/ADULT, $44/STUDENT.  General admission for all home girls’ varsity 

basketball games.
NOTES:

1. You may order your passes by filling out the following application, make checks payable to Van Buren Athletics, and 
mail to this address: Van Buren High School, c/o Justin Slauterbeck

  217 South Main Street, Van Buren, Ohio  45889
2. Senior Citizens - VAN BUREN SCHOOL RESIDENTS ONLY, 65 years of age or older, will be admitted to all HOME 

games free of charge (barring a pre-sale due to demand).  Senior citizens can also order a pass with this application.  
You do NOT need a new pass every year.

3. All pass holders, including senior citizens, will receive a pass.  You must have your pass to enter the game.  This 
will help our ticket takers greatly.

4. If you want a Family All Sports Pass and still reserve basketball seats, it will be an additional $35.00 per seat.
5. If you held reserved seats this past year for Boys’ Basketball, and would like to purchase the same seats, please 

indicate below.
6. If you have any questions or would like to purchase reserved basketball seats for the first time this upcoming season, 

please contact Justin Slauterbeck, Athletic Director *419-299-3254  or * jslauterbeck@vbschools.net.

Name:_____________________________________________       Phone: ________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________  

All-Sports Pass:
Family:  _____ @ $300.00 =  $      _______
Adult: _____ @ $150.00 =  $      _______
Student: _____ @ $100.00   =  $      ____    ___  

Boys' Basketball Season Tickets (Varsity/JV): Girls' Basketball Season Tickets (Varsity/JV):
Adult:  _____ @ $66.00 =  $      _______ Adult: ____ @ $66.00 = $      ______
Student: _____ @ $44.00 =  $      _______ Student: ____ @ $44.00 = $      ______

Reserved Seat Holders for Boys' Basketball:
• if you wish to purchase reserved seats for the first time or change your seat location, please contact the AD.
• If you previously purchased reserved seats and would like the same location, please check below.
 ______ I would like to purchase the same reserved seats from the past school year.
 ______ x $35 per seat = $__________

Van Buren Resident Senior Citizen Pass:  ______  (Free to residents 65 & older)

Total enclosed:  =  $      ____________
Names to be listed on passes: __________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

November 15, 
Thursday evening

November 19, 
Monday evening

November 20, 
Tuesday all day
(8:00 AM - 3:00 PM)

Teacher Inservice 
No School for
students only

Monday, 
November 19, 2018

Thanksgiving Break
 No School

 Tuesday - Friday
November 

20 - 23, 2018

Don’t forget 
to turn your 
clocks back 
at 2:00 A.M. 

Sunday 
morning, 

November 4, 
2018.  

Daylight 
Savings 

Time ends!
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10th Annual
Van Buren

After the PKs 5K Road Race & 10K Trail Run
Sponsorship Levels

 Race Information
When:  Sunday, November 11, 2018, 2:00 PM
Registration: Available online at www.davesraces.com.  Race day regis-
tration opens at 12:30 PM at the Van Buren Sports Complex, Allen Town-
ship House, 12829 St. Rte. 613, Van Buren, OH 45889
Course: Start and Finish at the Van Buren Sports Complex
Race Director: Marie Swaisgood 419-348-2118

PRESENTING SPONSOR:  $400 or higher
Large Company Logo at the top of the long-sleeved Race Technical Tee
Logo on race registration website
Table at event (Staffed by Sponsor)
Banner at event (Provided by Sponsor)
Information in racer’s registration packet
One (1) complimentary Race Shirt

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR:  $250-$399
Small Company Logo on the long-sleeved Race Technical Tee
Logo on race registration website
Table at Event (Staffed by Sponsor)
Information in racer’s registration packet

IN COOPERATION WITH SPONSOR: $100-$249
Company name on the long-sleeved Race Technical Tee
Logo on race registration website
Information in racer’s registration packet

DOOR PRIZE DONATION
Information provided by sponsors for runner packets will be picked up by 
Thursday, November 8, 2018.

Contact the Race Director for information on donating items and the coor-
dinating sponsorship level.

Please send form to After the PKs 5k c/o Marie Swaisgood, 12715 St. 
Rte 613, Van Buren, OH 45889.  Checks should be made payable to 
Van Buren Athletic Boosters.  Race Director will contact you once 
your sponsorship is received.

Company Name _____________________________________________
Contact Name _______________________________________________
Address/City/State ___________________________________________
Zip ______________ Phone Number ___________________________
Email ______________________________________________

Sponsorship Level:  ⃞ PRESENTING* Shirt Size____   ⃞ CONTRIBUTING*
         ⃞  IN COOPERATION WITH
Enclosed $ ___________        *Please email logo to swaz11@woh.rr.com  

 ⃞ Returning sponsor, use our 2017 logo
 ⃞ Will donate items for Door Prizes.  

10th Annual
After the PKs 

5K Road Race and 10K Trail Run 
*and Kids Fun Run

Hosted by the Van Buren High School Boys Soccer Team
WHEN: Sunday, November 11, 2018, 2:00 PM at Van Buren Sports Complex & Allen Township 
House, 12829 St. Rte. 613, Van Buren, OH. Kids Fun Run begins at 3:00 PM
REGISTRATION:  Pre-registration for the 5k run/walk, 10k Trail Run received by October 29, 
2018, is $20 with a long sleeve tech tee or $45 with a long sleeve quarter-zip pullover (bright 
colors for our trail runners!).  Online registration available at www.davesraces.com and www.
runsignup.com
A limited number of tech tees and quarter zips will be available after October 29, so pre-
register to ensure you get one!
Race Day Registration is $20 without a shirt and opens at 12:30 P.M.  Extra ¼  zips or long sleeve 
Tech Tees will be available for sale the day of the race.
COURSE:   ALL races start and finish at the Van Buren Sports Complex.  The 5k road race and 
10k Trail Run through Van Buren State Park begin at 2:00 PM.  This is a TRUE trail run – tree 
roots, mud, and all.  Kids Fun Run around the paved Complex.
AWARDS:   Awards will be presented to the Overall Male/Female for both the road race and trail 
run.  The top male and female in each age group for both races will receive cupcakes provided 
by Cakes for Heaven Sakes.  Age Divisions are as follows: single digits (9 and under)/10-12/13-
19/20s/30s/40s/50s/60 and over.
NEED MORE INFORMATION? Call Marie Swaisgood at 419-348-2118, swaz11@woh.rr.com 

Make checks payable to Van Buren Athletic Boosters and mail form and entry fee to 
Marie Swaisgood, 12715 State Route 613, Van Buren, OH 45889

CUT HERE – ENTRY FORM MAY BE PHOTOCOPIED, PLEASE PRINT

Name:  ______________________________________      Phone: (___)________-___________

Address:__________________________________City/State:_____________ Zip Code: ____

Sex: M   F    Age: (on 11/11/18) _______  DOB: ________ Email: ______________________________

Race:  ⃞  5K Road Run/Walk    ⃞ 10K Trail Run     ⃞  SHIRT ONLY–NOT RUNNING (same cost)
Shirt Style (Choose one):   ⃞  $20 Tech Tee Circle Adult Size:    XS     S    M    L    XL    2XL       
        ⃞  $45 ¼ zip Performance top Adult Size:    XS    S    M    L    XL    2XL

   ⃞ Kids Fun Run around the Van Buren Sports Complex $5 – prize for everyone that crosses  
       the finish line.

How did you hear about the race? _______________________________________________

Participation & Liability Waiver: I know that participating in a race is a potentially hazardous activity.  
I should not enter and participate unless I am medically able to do so and properly trained.  I assume 
all risks associated with participating in this event, including but not limited to falls; contact with other 
participants; and the effects of weather, traffic, and course conditions, all such risks, being known and 
understood to me. I am aware that medical support for this event will be provided by volunteer person-
nel who may be called upon to provide assistance, including first aid, to me during the event.  I autho-
rize any such volunteer to assist me or to perform such assistance as, in the opinion of such person, 
may be necessary or appropriate.  I understand that the race directors, organizers, and related parties 
assume no responsibility or liability with respect to my participation in this event.  I agree, however to 
abide by any decision of any race official relative to my ability to safely complete the event. I hereby 
grant permission to use any photographs, motion pictures, videos, recording, or any record for this 
event for legitimate purposes. I agree to abide by the rules of this event information.  Having read this 
waiver and knowing these facts and in consideration of your accepting my entry, I, for myself and any-
one entitled to act on my behalf, do hereby release and hold harmless the race directors, organizers, 
and related parties and their respective employees, directors, officers, agents, and volunteers from all 
claims or liabilities of any kind arising out of my participation in this event even though that liability may 
arise out of negligence, omission, or carelessness.

Signed _______________________________________________   Date ______________  
 (Parent or Guardian if participant is under 18)
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November - December Menu/Calendar

Regular Print - 
Elementary Menu 
(K-5)

Italicized Print - 
MS & HS Menu 
(6-12)

      Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 1

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Lunch Prices:
K-5 $2.35
6-12 $2.60
Ala Carte $2.85
Salad Bar $2.85
Adult $3.00
Milk $0.50
Sandwich $1.90
French Fries $1.75
Ice Cream $1.00

•Taco, Corn, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•French Toast Sticks, 
Sausage, Hashbrowns, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Hamburgers, Broccoli 
Cheese Casserole, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Orange Chicken, Rice, 
Broccoli, Fortune Cook-
ie, Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Pizza, Salad, Crackers, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Tacos, Chips & Bean 
Dip, Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Beef Ravioli, Green Beans, 
Dinner Roll, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•BBQ Chicken Chunks, 
French Fries, Tossed 
Salad, Asst. Fruit, Milk

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Music Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
  Fine Arts Wing

•Pizza Sandwich, Salad, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Cowboy Tacos, Rice, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Italian Sub, Baked Beans, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Hawaiian Pizza, Gra-
ham Crackers, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk

•Chicken Nuggets, French 
Fries, Cherry Tomatoes, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Fried Chicken, Cheesy 
Potatoes, Sweet Potato 
Cobbler, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk

•Sloppy Joe Sandwich, 
Pasta Salad, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Philly Cheesesteak 
Sandwich, Cucumber 
Salad, 3 Bean Salad, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

This institute is an 
equal opportunity 

provider and employer.

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Var Girls Basketball @ Lakota
Var Wrestling w/LB, 1:00 PM
MS Boys Basketball @ St. Michael
MS Girls Basketball w/St. Michael
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Var Boys Basketball @ Arlington

NOVEMBER

•Baked Chicken, Red Beans 
& Rice, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Salisbury Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Dinner Roll, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Pizza Rolls, Salad, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Smoked Sausage, 
Coleslaw, Red Beans & 
Rice, Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Chicken & Noodles, Mashed 
Potatoes, Peas Dinner Rolls, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Patty, Waffle 
French Fries, Salad, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Sausage Pancake Bites, 
Hashbrowns, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Spinach Pie, Pita Bread, 
White Bean Dip, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk

•Chili, Cornbread, Green 
Smoothie, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Pizza, Sweet Carrots, 
Salad w/Crackers, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

MS Wrestling @ Mohawk  
   Little Warrior Tourney,  
   10:00 AM
MS Boys Basketball @  
   Elmwood, 12:30 PM
MS Girls Basketball w/ 
   Elmwood, 10:00 AMVar Girls Basketball w/HN

MS Boys Basketball @ Arcadia
MS Girls Basketball w/Arcadia
Music Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
               Fine Arts Wing

Var Girls Basketball @ Cory Rawson
MS Winter Choral Concert, 7:00 PM

NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOLNO SCHOOL

Happy 
THanksgivingPARENT/TEACHER 

CONFERENCES ALL DAY

DECEMBER

PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES EVENING

District III HS Honors  
   Festival Auditions @  
   Van Wert HS, 8:00 AM  
   - 4:00 PM
Var Boys Basketball @         
Lima Perry w/New   
   Bremen (scrim), 9:00 AM
Var Girls Basketball w/Up- 
   per Scioto Valley (scrim),  
   9:00 AM

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES  
   IN THE EVENING

MS Boys Basketball @ McComb
MS Girls Basketball w/McComb
Var & MS Wrestling @ Riverdale w/ 
   Arcadia & McComb, 6:00 PM
2nd & 3rd grd Musical 2 Performances,  
   2:00 PM and 7:00 PM
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
           7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

District III HS Honors Festival  
  Jazz Rehearsal @ Elida HS,  
  2:00 - 5:00 PM

Var Boys Basketball @ Continental  
   (scrim), 6:00 PM
Marching Band Banquet, 6:00 PM
VBPTO meeting, 7:00 PM, Elem  
        Cafeteria 

•Bosco Stick w/Marinara, 
Baby Carrots, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Chili Cookoff, Corn-
bread, Green Beans, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
MS Boys Basketball w/HL
MS Girls Basketball @ HL
Athletic Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
    Community Room
HS Choir Christmas Concert, 7:30 PM

•Chicken Patty, Tator 
Smiles, 3 Bean Salad, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Goulash, Peas, Bread & 
Butter, Asst. Fruit, Milk

Var Girls Basketball w/Arcadia

Var Wrestling @ Arcadia      
   Invite, 10:00 AM
MS Wrestling @ HL      
   Holiday Tourny, 9:00 AM
District III HS Honors      
   Festival Band/Choir      
   Rehearsal @ Van Wert   
   HS, 1:30 - 4:30 PM

Var Boys Basketball w/Vanlue
Freshman/JV/Var Boys Basketball  
   w/Bluffton, 4:45 PM

•French Toast Sticks, 
Scrambled Eggs, 
Hashbrowns, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Mini Corn Dogs, Cherry 
Tomatoes, Salad, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk

•Mini Corn Dogs, Spice 
Cake, Peas, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Grilled Chicken 
Breast, Scalloped 
Sweet Potatoes, Dinner 
Roll, Asst. Fruit, Milk

Interim Reports
MS Girls Basketball @ Leipsic
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

•Hot Dog or Coney Dog, 
Cowboy Beans, French 
Fries, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Pancakes, Hashbrowns, 
Scrambled Eggs, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk

•Lasagna, Salad, Bread-
stick, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Hamburger, Super 
Salad, Cowboy Beans, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

Freshman/ JV/Var Boys        
   Basketball @ Carey, 
   4:00 PM
MS Wrestling @ Upper        
   Sandusky Tourny, 
   10:00 AM

•Fiestada Pizza, Green 
Beans, Salad, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Tostada, Mexican Cole-
slaw, Asst. Fruit, Milk

MS Boys Basketball @ Riverdale
MS Girls Basketball w/Riverdale

Var Girls Basketball @ Hopewell  
   Loudon

The Association Performance 
   HCCIL @ Findlay HS, 7:00 PM

NO SCHOOL 
for Students

Teacher In Service

Academic Boosters - 2:00 PM,     
   Community Room
Board of Education meeting, 
   6:00 PM, Community Room

Var Girls Basketball w/Elmwood,  
   6:00 PM

Var Girls Basketaball @ Maumee  
   Valley Country Day

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends

•Popcorn Chicken, Mashed 
Potatoes, Corn, Dinner Roll, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Spice Cake, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk

•Chicken Rings, Sweet 
Potato Fluff, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Corn Dog, Tator Tots, 
Roasted Chickpeas, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Garlic Chicken Pasta, 
White Bean Dip, 
Breadstick, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Meatball Subs, Greek 
Salad, Green Beans, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•French Toast Sticks, 
Hashbrowns, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Chicken Quesadil-
las, Refried Beans, 
Mexican Rice & Salad, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk

•Beefy Nachos, Salad, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Meatloaf, Au Gratin 
Potatoes, Salad, Din-
ner Roll, Asst. Fruit, 
MilkMarching Band State Perfor- 

   mance @ Dayton, 3:00 PM

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Var Girls Basketball  
   Scrimmage @ Bowling  
   Green, 9:00 AM
Var Boys Basketball @      
   Fort Jennings (scrim),      
   10:00 AM
Kettering National Vocal      
   Pop Festival, TBA

NHS Induction Ceremony @  
   VBHS Auditorium, 7:30 PM
Athletic Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
     Community Room

Var Girls Basketball Scrimmage  
   @ New Riegel, 6:00 PM

Kettering National Vocal Pop  
   Festival, TBA

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center
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www.vanburenathletics.org

Follow @VanBurenMS on Facebook and Twitter!  
Get late-breaking updates on school events and 
see all of the amazing things our rockstar staff 

and students are doing every day!!!

Weather 
Announcements

Tune to AM 1330 WFIN, 
FM 100.5 WKXA, FM 96.7 
WBVI, or FM 106.3 WBUK 
for weather announcements.  
Should weather favor us with 
unseasonable climatic condi-
tions, announcements will be 
made to accommodate those 
variances.

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 15, Thursday evening
November 19, Monday evening

November 20, Tuesday (8:00 AM - 3:00 PM)

Thanksgiving Break
No School for Students

 Monday - Friday
November 19 - 23, 2018

Follow the Van Buren Yearbook 
on Twitter and Instagram

for all of the latest yearbook 
updates and pictures!  

@VBYearbook


