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WARM WINTER, STORMY BUDGET, BRIGHT PEFORMANCES
By Tim Myers, Superintendent

 There are many sayings about the climate and weather changes in the state 
of Ohio.  This winter is no exception.  Last fall we had a boiler failure in the high 
school.  Emergency repairs were made in December when we were dealing with 
bitter cold weather.  The repairs were completed and since then we have experi-
enced the warmest winter ever.  Go figure.
School funding in Ohio is a lot like the weather in Ohio.  There are major pattern 
shifts every 2 years of the Budget Cycle with possible tsunamis every 4 or 8 years 
with a change in state leadership.  Then you often have an El Nino and La Nina 
that develop out of Washington.  School funding, like the weather, is complicated 
and difficult to predict.  Weather can be different from one part of the state to an-
other, within the local area, and even one side of town to the other.  The long-range 
forecast may be for rain and storms, but by the time the day gets here, it could 
be cloudy and warm.  With the weather, we have learned to find the long-range 
forecast helpful, but know there are many variables that can change the prediction.
 We are entering into a 2-year budget cycle.  The Governor has set out the 
conditions of his budget that financial meteorologists are now using to make long-
range forecasts and predictions.  A recent media article headlined the fact that 
the Van Buren Schools was one of only 2 local school districts that would receive 
more funds under the Governor’s new budget proposal.  Unfortunately, this article 
failed to look at all the “weather” conditions that are effecting this prediction.  Be-
cause the state considers the Van Buren Schools to be a high wealth district, we 
receive a much smaller portion of funding from the state than other local districts.  
Our state monies are “capped”.  We do not even receive the full amount of state 
funding that the formula allots to the Van Buren Schools and the cap restricts the 
amount of funding from the state even when overall increases are made to the 
school funding formula.
 This report also failed to look at the arctic cold front moving in (continued loss 
of Tangible Personal Property tax reimbursement and supplemental payments) 
and the long-term drought conditions (reduction in state reimbursed transportation 
costs) that also effect this prediction.  When all of these conditions are factored into 
the forecast, the Van Buren Schools would actually be losing significantly more 
annual state dollars than the other local districts, not be the one receiving more 
additional state funding.
 The good thing is that the initial budget as reported is often not the actual 
funding as implemented.  There will likely be some major changes and overhauls 
to the budget before it is enacted.  Today’s forecast for sunny, could turn to storms 
and rain, but in the end be just another cloudy day.  I will continue to work with the 
legislators and the Ohio Department of Education Division of Finance to protect 
the financial interests of our district.
 I hope that you have had the opportunity to attend some school functions this 
winter.  Our basketball and wrestling programs have performed well.  Our music 
programs are impressive.  Take the time to see our students perform.   Consider 
joining a booster organization.  The Elementary PTO, Academic Boosters, Music 
Boosters, and Athletic Boosters are essential to our school.  Spring sports are 
already getting started.  As spring arrives, step outside and see our baseball, soft-
ball, and track programs perform.  I hope to see you at some of these events.

OMEA All-State Choir
 Five Van Buren High School students performed in Cleveland at the OMEA 
Professional Development Conference in the OMEA All-State Choir in January!

Back Row: Mr. Vaughn, Joshua Seitz, Brendon Ring, Justen Stall.  Front Row: 
Lily Wagner, Brittany Arnold.

Early dismissals have been scheduled for 
Teacher Inservice meetings.  

Students will be dismissed at 1:00 P.M.
Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

Friday, March 17, 2017
Friday, April 21, 2017  •  Friday, May 12, 2017

The Association Takes 1st Runner-Up at St. 
Clairsville Showcase of Sound
 The Association headed to St. Clairsville Showcase of Sound on Satur-
day, February 25 to compete in the first-ever St. Clairsville Class C Showcase 
of Sound, a competition exclusively for smaller schools.  Out of eight groups 
competing that day, The Association won out over all schools in Ohio but barely 
missed the top overall award by 1.5 points (out of 900) to Sissonville of West 
Virginia.  The Association did make history in receiving their first ever Best Show 
Concept Award and also received the Best Band Award for The Essentials.  
They had the audience on their feet during both performances!  Congratulations 
to Abby Patterson for the Outstanding Individual Performer Award and to the 
entire group for a strong and impressive showing!
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ALL “A's”
6th Grade Allison Badertscher, Paige Bowman, Brandon Buff, Aeris Butler, Jack 

Campbell, Nathan Curry, Casey Donaldson, Ryleigh Doyle, Gabriel 
George, Peter Harrington, Katie Krantz, Alexis Nivison-Brassell, 
Claire Recker, Cassandra Saltzman, Hudson Sendelbach, Griffin 
VanScoder, Madeline Williams

7th Grade Ali Bishop, Catherine Cavera, Shane Coombes, Benjamin Hudok, 
Cassadie Jacobs, Megan Pisarsky, Lindsey Stultz

8th Grade Lillian Badertscher, Grace Heitkamp, Jonathan Hudok, Alexis Jack-
son, Alexandra Marshall, Lillian McKeown, Isabelle Pawlak, Reese 
Recker, Peyton Sendelbach, Megan Sheeks, Breanna Tabler

9th Grade Nicole Conine, Hannah Davis, Agnes Durliat, Justine Hunt, Jewelya 
Hutchison, Madison Parker, Amber Pisarsky, Allyson Rickenbacher, 
Camrie Roberts, Lindsey Shaw, Nathaniel Stacy, Leah Stall, Grayson 
Temple, Kyle Van Horn

10th Grade Joshua Bishop, Faith DeWalt, Miranda Eaton, Emma Geyman, 
Brady Harmon, Kyle Hoyng, Andrea Iliff, Jordan Lonyo, Jenessa 
Miller, Connor Ohlrich, Nicholas Rettig, McKenzie Rigsby, Jessica 
Rinehart, Wyatt Schlaeppi, Olivia Sexton, Lily Wagner

11th Grade Sarah Dishong, Amelia Durliat, Anna Girdler, Matthew Iliff, Morgan 
Jackson, Miranda Mowrey, Autumn Pisarsky, Brendon Ring, Lisa 
Simmons, Madison Swope, Cora Thomas, Maria Trusty, Brandon 
Wehrle

12th Grade Emily Bado, Kialynne Bland, Kila Fultz, Aaron Keck, Marly McCart-
ney, Zoie Nieto, Brylie Rampe, Justen Stall, Emma Strong, Jordan 
Trenkamp, Cassandra Waltmire, Jared Zimmerman

ALL “A's” and “B's”
6th Grade Brianna Adkins, Shelbee Atchison, Sasha Busey, Alexia Camarano, 

Bella Carroccio, Schae Deerwester, Kennedy Diemer, Logan Dilgard, 
Madison Elliott, Ryland Ernest, Morgan Graber, Ethan Greathouse, 
Mason Greenawalt, Avery Heitkamp, Weston Heitkamp, Olivia Hollar, 
Brienna Hutchins, Kennedy Jones, Madison Martin, Carter Miller, 
Isabelle Miller, Ashton Moore, McKenna Morey, Peyton Odey, Re-
ese Reichley, Catheryn Roy, Nathaniel Ryan, Elijah Seitz, Sydney 
Sherick, Summer Siefer, Ryleigh Smith, Benjamin Stultz, Carter 
Thomas, Cody Thomas, John Wheeler, Samantha Wilcox

7th Grade Eliya Amos, Hayden Carr, Rachel Cavera, Owen Coffey, Chance 
Conley, Morgan DeBoo, Taylor DeBoo, Jacob Deiter, Clarence 
Durliat, Elise Fenstermaker, Ainsley Forsyth, Melodie Garnes, 
Clare Hoerig, Abigail Losiewicz, Jadin Marquez, Josiah McKeown, 
Madeline Northcutt, Sophia Reineke, Brooke Riegle, Brody Runion, 
Ryley Sherick, Ashlynn Sortor, Taylor Stewart, Ryan Strapp, Evan 
VanVorhis, Ella Webster, Karissa Welte, Alan Woodall

8th Grade Kaitlyn Baer, Gannon Bahn, Kaleb Bishop, Skylar Deerwester, 
Mercy DeWalt, Dino Donalsdon, Steven Franks, Gabrielle Gearhart, 
Mia George, Maxwell Greenawalt, Aiden Haley, Jada Hicks, Teja 
Hoge, Elijah Holman, Blake Jones, Shaina Lako, Mia Leal, Evelyn 
Masters, Jace McCartney, Travis Neumeister, Madilyn Pawlak, 
Jacob Plummer, Kennedy Rader, Keana Rider, Madalyn Riesen, 
Annika Rinehart, Justin Ring, Samuel Seitz, Kearstin Sherick, Gage 
Swaisgood, Drew VanAtta, Connor Waltmire

9th Grade Karissa Brown, Zoe Brown, Katelyn Chu, Garret Drake, Noah Elliott, 
Landon Forsyth, Felicity Hocanson, Zoe Horne, Spencer Ingwersen, 
Grant Insley, Michael Kramer, Kendall Kretzinger, Braden Losiewicz, 
Nickolas McCracken, Hannah Missler, Andrew Overmyer, Madelyn 
Parsell, Alyssa Potteiger, Emma Reineke, Christopher Routson, 
Rachael Schroer, Zachary Seitz, Riley Simons, Jordan Spoon, 
Dalton Swope, Madison Trumbull

10th Grade Carrie Below, Joshua Bowles, Hope DeWalt, Johnathon Farthing, 
Olivia Flugga, Noah Frederick, Marisa Gilbert, Natalee Harris, Grace 
Hoerig, James Koehler, Sydney Leeper, Mackenzie Saltzman, Jacob 
Sanders, Hope Serrano, Natasha Simons, Sean Trenkamp, Quentin 
Weddell, Natalie Williamson

11th Grade Matthew Ayers, Madelyn Badertscher, Nicholas Beitzel, Kara Conine, 
Elizabeth Conner, Khail Fasone, Carl Fleck, Hunter Foltz, Courtney 
Frost, Samuel Frost, Alexander Godzak, Andrew Godzak, Brendon 
Gordon, Drew Insley, Janelle Keck, Tyler Ludwig, Jocelyn Masters, 
Brendan Miller, Clay Noblit, Samuel Phillips, Sadie Piehl, Cheyenne 
Potteiger, Nathan Potteiger, Lydia Reineke, Sara Rosenberger, 
Drace Wilson

12th Grade Justin Adams, Riley Adolph, Sydnee Atchison, Brandon Bell, Tori 
Bookwalter, McClain Brown, Sophie Decker-Pahl, Brady Deitrick, 
Mitchell Endicott, Braxton Fasone, Sarah Franks, Anne Gilliland, 
Austin Hickman, Alexis Kieffer, Lindsey Klausing, Matthew Nieset, 
Abby Patterson, Summer Poland, Luke Rickenbacher, Joshua 
Routzon, Tyler Saltzman, Zachary Schiefer, Lauren Shaw, David 
(DJ) Starr, Mercedes Williamson

VAN BUREN MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
Second Nine-Week Grading Period 2016 - 2017 School Year

Cabaret 2017
Featuring The Association

Showcasing the Musical Talent 
of Van Buren High School

on Friday & Saturday, April 28 & 29
at 7:00 P.M. in the Van Buren Auditorium

Adult Tickets are $12  •  Student Tickets are $8

TICKETS GO ON SALE THE WEEK OF THE SHOW AND 
ONE HOUR BEFORE SHOWTIME.

Call (419) 299-3221, extension 1 for more information or to leave a message.

Follow the Van Buren Yearbook on Twitter
for all of the latest yearbook 

updates and pictures!  @VBYearbook
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Back Row: Nicole Conine, Mason McMonigal, Grayson Temple, Conner Ohlrich, 
Landon Forsyth, Cody Word, Makade Miarer, Maria Trusty, Emma Strong.  Middle 
Row: Johnathon Farthing, Allison McComas, Jenessa Miller, Amanda Strapp, Faith 
DeWalt, Madison Trumbull, Jacob Morrison, Tim Emerine.  Front Row: Ashlynn 
Bowling, Amelia Durliat, Tyler Saltzman, Riley Adolph, Nick Rettig, Isaiah Wolford, 
Felicity Hocanson.  Not Pictured: Brittany Arnold, Jessica DeBouver, Bryce Smith.

Back Row: Catheryn Roy, Mercy DeWalt, Evie Masters, Clare Hoerig, Eliya Amos, 
Brooke Riegle, Tucker Beagle, Landon Miller.  Front Row: Maya Gerdeman, Lexi 
Camarano, Megan Sheeks, Madisyn Herrod, Madeline Williams, Adrianne Sortor.

Van Buren High School/Middle School Guidance - Mr. Zender

• All juniors will be given the ACT test for the new graduation requirement on March 21.  The test will be free to all 
students and will be given at Van Buren starting at 8:00 that morning.  If you are typically not at school during that 
time from 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM, you must make arrangements to be here for the testing.

• This is the time of the year when scholarships for seniors start coming in on a regular basis.  Seniors should stop 
in the guidance office weekly to pick up applications.  Also, all Hancock Community Foundation scholarships are 
available online at www.community-foundation.com.

• Scheduling for next year is taking place this month.  It is important that the student, parent, and teachers are all 
involved in the student’s course selection for next year.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact the guidance 
office.

• If any student in grades 6-11 is interested in taking college classes next year through the College Credit Plus pro-
gram, they need to turn in an intent form to the guidance office by April 1 to participate.  Also, applications to colleges 
will be due by April 1.  Students can apply to any college for CCP classes by logging onto the college website and 
completing the CCP application.  You must let Mr. Zender know when you apply.

• Juniors are also reminded that they are given one college visitation day in the spring to be used up by May 1 if they 
choose.  See Mr. Zender for paperwork.

Van Buren Academic Boosters Proudly Present 
January 2017 Awesome Knights

 Students are chosen monthly by each high school teacher based upon one 
or more of the following:  Academic Achievement; Positive Attitude; Class 
Participation; Letter Grade Improvement; Outstanding Performance.
 All students chosen will receive a gift certificate and a certificate of recogni-
tion from the Academic Boosters organization.  The gift certificate is sponsored 
by McDonalds of North Baltimore.  Also, the students were awarded a certificate 
from Ralphie's.

Qualities of a Virtuous Knight:
Generosity; Respect; Kindness; Pride in School; Responsibility; Enthusiasm; 
Pride in Self; Hard Working.
Thanks to the Van Buren Academic Boosters and Culver’s for their support of the 
VBMS Virtuous Knight program.
 Thanks to Domino's of Bowling Green for generously providing lunch for our 
November-December Virtuous Knight Luncheon on January 26!  Our students who 
were selected as Virtuous Knights for the months of November and December 
along with their nominating staff members were treated to lunch.

Van Buren Academic Boosters Proudly Present 
January 2017 Virtuous Knights

Don’t 
forget to turn 
your clocks 

ahead at 
2:00 A.M. 

Sunday morning, 
March 12, 2017. 

 
Daylight 

Savings Time 
Begins!

Van Buren 
Black Knights
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Man of Many Names By Audrey Nessler
 He is a teacher, husband, father, and, above all, a friend.  Mr. Rader, a high 
school math teacher, is a man of many hobbies and interests.  Over the course of 
his 37-year career at Van Buren, he has seen many students and teachers come 
and go.  He said he has thoroughly enjoyed 
working with each of the students individually 
and collectively, but according to him, one thing 
still remains the same.
 “I really think that in terms of students, it 
has not changed that much.  The students are 
still very grade-oriented and like to participate in 
athletics and the music programs, and I would 
say that the biggest changes we have are prob-
ably a smaller percentage of people who do 
the extra- and co-curriculars and so forth.  I still 
think we have a big number of them but proba-
bly not as big as the other years, but otherwise, 
students act like how they did way back in the 
early 1980s.”
 When he was in school, Mr. Rader was an 
ambitious student who earned many academic 
accolades.  As a graduate of Cory-Rawson High 
School, he went on to acquire his bachelor’s degree at Ohio Northern University, 
his master's degree at the University of Dayton, and his guidance counselor’s cer-
tification and licensure at Bowling Green State University.
 Teaching though, is not the only passion in his life.  He is also a licensed auc-
tioneer, real estate agent, and water well business owner.
 “ My wife and I have been locating water wells since 1991.  We were building 
our own home and hired an 80+ year-old man from McComb to locate our well.  He 
was looking for someone to train and made my wife try it, and it worked for her.  We 
started working with him the very next day on a job.  He trained my wife for about a 
year and his health got bad, so he allowed us to take over his business.  We have 
been doing it since then.  We have located more than 1,000 wells so far in Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan, and have been called to go to Pennsylvania.  On our 100th 
well, a plane flew us to Columbus after school hours to locate a well and they had 
us back to the Findlay airport by 6:00 P.M. ”
 Mr. Rader has many other hobbies and interests outside teaching.  He enjoys 
coaching track and field, and playing volleyball.
 “In high school I ran the high hurdles, low hurdles, 800 yard relay, mile relay, 
and high jumped.  I did make it to state in the 800 yard relay and we placed 4th.  In 
college my events were the 400m hurdles, high hurdles, triple jump, high jump, jav-
elin, and 1600m relay.  I enjoyed running track and field in high school and college.  
That is the reason that I still coach track today.”
 “I started playing volleyball in 1980 when my wife and I were still dating.  We 
learned very quickly that we could not play beside each other.  We played both 
indoor and outdoor volleyball.  We also played co-ed softball for many years.  We 
were very fortunate to have been on many very good teams and won the league 
title many times.”
 Another pastime of Mr. Rader’s is travelling.  “My wife and three boys have 
traveled in all states of the USA except for Oregon and California.  We also have
been to Mexico and Canada.  Two years ago my family and I went to Alaska. We 
flew to Alaska, rented a van, and drove around the state for two weeks seeing all 
of the different regions of Alaska.  After two weeks were finished, my wife and I 
stayed an additional week and cruised down the panhandle to see another region 
of Alaska and ended up in Vancouver, Canada.  We did not know it, but the World 

FIFA Soccer Women's Championship game was being played while we were there.  
We sat uptown in the park and watched the game on a huge screen with about 
1000 people cheering the USA on to their victory.  Very fun!  As great as Alaska 
was, my wife and I are now looking forward to doing European river cruises soon.”
 As retirement approaches, he is thinking about taking a woodworking class to 
learn how to make furniture and a small engines class so he can do some of his 
own repairs at home.
 Mr. Rader is not just a teacher, but he is also a student, which is essential for 
any teacher to be great.

Red Hawk Run: Van Buren’s Forever Home
  By KiaLynne Bland
 Over the years, the boys’ and girls’ golf teams have had their fair share of 
success while on the golf course: first place at sectionals and districts, multiple 
trips to state, BVC championship titles, and invitational wins.  There was prepara-
tion and practice behind every one of the golf team’s accomplishments, and all of 
it was done at their home golf course, Red Hawk Run.
 Seven Thousand Four Hundred yards of fairway and rough make up the 18-
hole, par 72 course.  Filled with sand bunkers, ponds, heather (tall grass), and 
creeks, Red Hawk Run is one of the hardest courses in the area.
 “I would rate the difficulty level in perspective to the other [area] golf courses 
as a 9 out of 10,” explained course manag-
er Anthony Brock; however, the toughness 
of the course not only prepares golfers for 
harder courses, but it also gets them ready 
for easier ones.  “A lengthy and challeng-
ing layout, Red Hawk Run asks a lot from 
young golfers,” said superintendent Ben 
Taylor.  “Those who succeed here can and 
will succeed most anywhere they'll play.”
 Besides giving Van Buren golfers ex-
perience for any type of course, Red Hawk 
Run hosts Black Knight Golf Camp, the 
First Tee, the Black Knight Invitational, the 
Black Knight Classic, and the Van Buren 
Golf Alumni outing.  Many of Van Buren’s 
golfers are assistant coaches for the First 
Tee, a program held every summer de-
signed to teach young players the game 
of golf and its values.  In return, Red Hawk 
Run gives assistant coaches special privi-
leges when it comes to playing the course.  
Additionally, Van Buren golfers receive key 
access to coaching provided by Brock and David Brim, the Director of Golf.
 Van Buren’s golfers have left a remarkable imprint on Red Hawk Run and its 
staff, and the feeling is mutual.  “I’ve been the manager at Red Hawk Run for four 
years now, and as long as I’ve been here, Van Buren has made it its own course,” 
said Brock.  Many of the staff have grown close to the boys’ and girls’ coaches, 
Eric Heitkamp and Rhonda Nye, as well as the players.
 Brock and Taylor both have high hopes that Red Hawk Run will remain Van 
Buren’s home course.  “We work with Rhonda and Eric to make sure that the 
relationship stays what it is, going forward,” said Brock.  “I think it works out well 
for both of us, Red Hawk and the Van Buren golf programs.”

Senior Lydia Smith, who recently 
signed to continue her golf career with 
Lourdes University, tees off on hole #1 
at Red Hawk Run Golf Course.
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Saying Hello is Not Just for Show By Olivia Sexton
 Moving to a new place can be scary.  Even when you have your whole family by 
your side, it can feel like you’re all alone.  You don’t know what to expect.  You may 
feel alienated, but it doesn’t have to be this way.  For the Fasone family, all it took 
was a friendly conversation and a pen.  After 
moving here seven and a half years ago from 
Louisville, Kentucky, Mrs. Shelly Fasone was 
looking for a school for her three sons: Drae-
ton, Braxton, and Khail.
 When Mrs. Fasone first came to Van Bu-
ren to visit the school, she didn’t have a meet-
ing scheduled or have any idea what was go-
ing to happen.  Mr. Brand did everything he 
could to make her feel welcome; he even gave 
her a pen.  “Mr. Clark spent an hour and a half 
taking me around talking about curriculum,” 
said Mrs. Fasone.  “[He]didn’t look at his watch 
once….I just felt so welcomed from the begin-
ning.”
 To show her thanks, Mrs. Fasone has 
played a big part in welcoming everyone else 
to Van Buren.  It doesn’t matter whether they 
are here just visiting for an athletic event or 
attending a class where she is the substitute 
teacher, Mrs. Fasone is there to say hello.
 “I feel like I’m here [at school] every day doing something because I don’t say 
no,” said Mrs. Fasone.  “Everyone tells me that, and it’s true.”
 Mrs. Fasone works as an athletic booster to make the programs, run conces-
sions and help with team meals.  She has also worked directly with Mr. Slauterbeck, 
the athletic director, on numerous occasions.  Mrs. Fasone has volunteered for vari-
ous jobs around the school, including junior post-prom and multiple committees.  She 
has put her teaching degree from Cedarville University to work by beginning to sub-
stitute teach again in the past year.  She recently became an aide in the elementary, 
and even though the job may be tiring at times, she enjoys it.
 “I have a heart for those kids - any kids,” said Mrs. Fasone. “I just love being 
around the kids.”

Physical Science Class Hands-On Learning
 The 9th grade physical science classes are studying motion using Vernier 
motion sensors that integrate with their computers.  The students get to experi-
ence gathering "real time" data as the sensor records a reflected sound wave 
as they move in its path at various speeds.  They are analyzing speed, velocity 
and acceleration graphs that are generated by their motion.  Graph interpreta-
tion is an important skill.  The Vernier software challenges their understanding 
of measuring different types of motion as well as reading and following labora-
tory instructions and also working effectively in a lab team gathering data.  The 
students used Vernier sensors first semester as they analyzed freezing points 
and evaporation rates of different compounds and also the conductivity of vari-
ous solutions.  Vernier technology is standard in many college laboratories which 
makes this an integral tool that Van Buren science students get to experience!
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Friendly Competition in the Kitchen
 On Wednesday, February 22, Mrs. Johnson’s Foods Class enjoyed a friendly 
cooking competition with local celebrity chefs Officer Saltzman and High School 
Principal Mr. Brand.  The celeb-
rity chefs were given the task of 
making waffles.  The students 
were judging on appearance, 
taste, creativity, kitchen safety 
practices, and proper kitchen hy-
giene practices.
 Officer Saltzman had the 
help of two sous chefs.  His sous 
chefs for the day were Ryan 
Turner and Gage Chambers.
 Mr. Brand also had Lydia 
Brown and Tyler Saltzman as his sous chefs for the day.
 Officer Saltzman prepared a s’mores waffle dish while Mr. Brand decided to 
go with a more traditional homemade waffle with varying types of special syrups 

and a light dusting of powdered 
sugar.
 The concensus from the class 
was that they would pick Mr. 
Brand’s waffle dish for an ev-
eryday breakfast dish while they 
would choose Officer Saltzman’s 
dish if they were ordering a spe-
cialty dish at a restaurant.  It ap-
pears we had two winning dishes 
prepared in class on that unfor-
gettable day.



7th Grade and 8th Grade Team members.

Individual trophies for placing 1st, 2nd, and 6th overall.

7th Grade team with Mrs. Dishong - 1st place trophy.
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Power of the Pen District Competition
 7th and 8th grade Power of the Pen team members traveled to Tiffin Middle 
School on Saturday, January 28, 2017, to compete in an imaginative/creative 
writing contest.  The 7th grade team members are Emma Henry, Ben Hudok, 
Amelia Knisely, Maddie Northcutt, Ashlynn Sortor, and Lindsey Stultz. The 7th 
grade team is coached by Karen Dishong.  The 8th grade team members are Lilly 
Badertscher, Dessa Darling, Grace Heitkamp, Alex Marshall, Lily McKeown, and 
Justin Ring.  Stevie Brown is the the 8th grade coach.
 Van Buren Middle School was very successful on Saturday.  Maddie Northcutt 
won best of rounds 1 and 3.  Emma Henry earned an Honorable Mention for her 
writing in round 2.   Lilly Badertscher also earned an Honorable Mention for her 
piece in round 2.
 Along with being recognized for their writing pieces in the rounds, the follow-
ing students placed overall.  Maddie Northcutt won 1st place, Emma Henry came 
in 2nd place, and Lindsey Stultz came in 6th place.  Finally, the 7th grade team 
brought home a 1st place trophy.  “Write On” Power of the Pen team!  VB proud!

Members with their participant ribbons.

Attn: Parents/
Guardians

If your child(ren)'s 
w o r k b o o k  a n d 
c lassroom fees 
have not been paid, 
please take care of 
this obligation as 
soon as possible.  If 
you have questions 
concerning this 
m a t t e r ,  p l e a s e 
contact the office.

Rotary Youth 
Exchange 
Program

 The Findlay Rotary 
Club is seeking 

families interested in serving as a 
host family for an International Ex-
change Student for the 2017-2018 
school year.  We are also seeking 
area students who may be interest-
ed in learning more about traveling 
abroad for a year through Rotary 
Youth Exchange.  If you are inter-
ested in learning more about this 
unique and rewarding cultural expe-
rience, contact Chris Alexander at 
calexander@e-fnb.com or 419-722-
9607.
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Follow @VanBurenMS on Facebook and Twitter!  
Get late-breaking updates on school events and 
see all of the amazing things our rockstar staff 

and students are doing every day!!!

Ice Classics Presents IMAGINE
 Findlay's Silver Blades Figure Skating Club will be presenting its 42nd an-
nual ice show on Friday, March 24, Saturday, March 25, and Sunday, March 26.  
Performances will start at 7:00 P.M. on Friday and Saturday and 2:00 P.M. on 
Sunday.
 Ice Classics is the only annual Ice Show in Northwest Ohio and spotlights the 
talent of our local youth. This year’s show IMAGINE will feature 90 area skaters 
ranging in age from 4-18 with 13 skaters representing Van Buren School.  These 
skaters hope you will join them as they embark on a journey that will change how 
we see the world as we IMAGINE what was, is, and could be!
 Our Van Buren skaters are 12th grade: Jordan Trenkamp and Sophie Pahl; 
10th grade: Megan Muzy and Sean Trenkamp; 9th grade: Madelyn Parsell; 7th 

grade: Melissa Coutinho; 6th grade: Cassie Saltzman, Jillian Clymer, and Brianna 
Kimmel; 5th  grade: Gabrielle Parsell; 4th grade: Keely Parsell and Olivia Coutin-
ho; and 3rd grade: Morgan Walters.
 In addition to our locally talented skaters, the show will feature nationally and 
internationally recognized guest skaters.  This year we are thrilled to have Gracie 
Gold, Ryan Bradley, and a pairs team Ashley Cain & Timothy LeDuc come IMAG-
INE with us!
 These skaters hope you will come IMAGINE with them. Tickets go on sale 
February 23, 2017.  Prices are $16 for reserved chair seats.  General Admission 
tickets are $10 for adults and $6 for students and senior citizens (60 and older).  
Tickets can be purchased through any of these skaters or by contacting Cassie 
Muzy at 419-299-3503.

Back Row: Madelyn Parsell, Melissa Coutinho, Jordan Trenkamp, Sophie Pahl, 
Megan Muzy, Sean Trenkamp.  Middle Row: Morgan Walters, Olivia Coutinho, 
Jillian Clymer, Cassie Saltzman.  Front Row: Brianna Kimmel, Gabrielle Parsell,  
Keely Parsell.

Sixth Grader Victorious in VBMS Spelling Bee
 Sixth grader Jack Campbell won the annual Van Buren Middle School spell-
ing bee, held December 16.  Runner-up was eighth grader Skylar Deerwester.  
Jack competed at the Hancock County bee held in February and missed advanc-
ing to the regional bee by one speller!
 The following students competed in our school bee: Sixth Graders Allison 
Badertscher, Brandon Buff, Lexi Camarano, Jack Campbell, Schae Deerwest-
er, Casey Donaldson, Peter Harrington, Alexis Nivison, Elijah Seitz, Ben Stultz, 
Cody Thomas, John Wheeler, Madeline Williams; Seventh Graders Rachel Ca-
vera, Malia Gehrisch, Jared Hocanson, Clare Hoerig, Abbie Losiewicz, Kendra 
Odenweller, Lindsey Stultz, Ella Webster, Alan Woodall, Charlotte Youngpeter; 
and Eighth Graders Lilly Badertscher, Gannon Bahn, Dessa Darling, Skylar 
Deerwester, Steven Franks, Alex Marshall, Lily McKeown, Kaedyn Nichols, Ma-
dalyn Riesen, Ian Wall.

Badertscher Wins Essay Contest
 Lilly Badertscher, eighth grader, won Scholastic Scope magazine's "From 
Terror to Hope" essay contest, which was featured in their September issue.  
Lilly's piece is entitled "Finding Hope".  Lilly received a copy of Dear Blue Sky by 
Mary Sullivan for her winning essay that assimilated two articles regarding Mus-
lim teenagers growing up in the post-9/11 America.
 Congratulations to Lilly and her parents, Kathleen and Matthew!



Elementary News
March 2017 Knightly News Page 9

January Knights of the Round Table
 Students selected by their noon monitors enjoyed lunch and an ice cream 
treat as “Round Table Knights” —  a reward for their positive attitude and behavior 
during the month of January.  Students were also able to invite a friend or family 
member to join them at the round table. Congratulations to these students!

Back Row: Courtney Snyder, Brock Daniel, Mikey Pendergast, Keely Parsell, 
Brylee Ponn, Zoe Fruth, Parker Beilharz.  Middle Row: Peyton Beilharz, Luke 
Stultz, Elyse Clark, Trystin Hutchins, Molly Finley, Mason Northcutt, Aidan Businger, 
Leeann Nowak.  Front Row: Jackson Genzman, Kensey Stewart, Ben Ewing, 
Caeden Tussing, Carter Spoon, Parker Whitman, Ella Sansom, Jada Sumney.  
Not Pictured: Ashlee Deitrick.

Last Day of School for Students
Thursday, May 25, 2017

Attention Sixth Grade Parents:
Tdap Vaccination Necessary to Start Seventh Grade!
 It is once again time to start thinking about vaccinating your children for the upcoming school 
year.  Any child entering kindergarten or 7th grade will need vaccine updates before the start of 
the 2017-2018 school year to be in compliance with the Ohio Revised Code guidelines.   Tdap is 
required for the students entering the 7th. We continue to be concerned about the resurgence of 
pertussis (whooping cough) which is the reason for the Tdap requirement.  Along with the Tdap 
vaccine, we would encourage you to consider the meningitis and chickenpox vaccines for any 
child age 11 through 18.  These vaccines are available at most physician’s offices or here at the 
Hancock County Health Department. The Hancock County Health Department is now a vaccine 
provider from most local insurance companies and bill insurance for services provided. If you are 
interested in scheduling for vaccinations at our office, please call 419-424-7869.  I would strongly 
encourage you to call and get these scheduled now.  Please don’t wait until August as our clinics 
are usually filled to capacity.

REMEMBER  ––  DON’T WAIT  ––  VACCINATE

Class of 2017 
Graduation

Sunday, May 28, 2017 
@ 2:00 P.M. in the

High School 
Auditorium 
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Elementary News
Botany Reflection By Abby Badertscher (5th Grade)
 Wow!  I never knew plants could be so fun!  This essay is going to be about 
what I have learned about in Botany class, taught by my fabulous teacher, Mrs. 
Ohlrich!  Now, you may not know this, but botany is the study of plants.  Partici-
pating in the study of Botany let me learn about plants in a lot of fun ways!  Now, 
let me explain how great learning about plants can be!  (It’s really great!)
 My favorite thing I did in Botany was when we assembled our edible cells.   
The parts of a cell is the cell wall, the cell membrane, the vacuole, the mitochon-
dria, the nucleus, the cytoplasm, and sometimes chloroplasts.  To assemble the 
edible cell, my group put whipped cream as the cytoplasm, a gummy worm and 
a fruit roll-up as the cell wall, jelly beans as the chloroplasts, and M&Ms as the 
mitochondria, to name a few.  To memorize the parts of a cell we listened to a 
catchy little song on Youtube.  Don’t you wish that you could make an edible cell 
like I did?  I bet you do!
 My second favorite thing that I did was when we had our Tree Unit.  In the 
Tree Unit we did a bunch of activities to help us learn about the function of trees 
and how important they are in our ecosystem.  The tree unit taught us about how 
the leaves play a part in the survival of the tree and how the roots play a part, and 
how the trunk helps it survive.
 One of my favorite things we did in the tree unit was when we adopted a tree.  
I adopted the American Elm.  (It was the first one I saw!)  We also learned about 
dichotomous keys and how to find out what kind of tree you had.  I loved it!
 In another part of the Botany unit we learned about the xylem in a plant.  To 
learn about the xylem we did a project to help us memorize the function of the 
xylem.  For the project we put two stalks of celery in colored water.  (The water 
had blue food coloring in one cup and red food coloring in the other.)  After a 
few weeks, the celery stalks had turned red and blue!  The celery turned color 
because of the xylem in the celery.  The xylem in a plant is like the veins in ani-
mals.  Since the xylem carries water and nutrients through the plant, it carried the 
colored water through the leaves and stem of the celery, turning it red or blue.
 In Botany we also made a tree journal in the Tree Unit which was a plethora of 
fun!  In the tree journal we calculated the height 
of our tree and the width and we also learned 
about the bark, roots, and leaves!  We also took 
pictures of our tree in the different seasons and 
glued them in the tree journal and we drew pic-
tures of the our trees in the journal.  I wrote a 
few stories about my tree in the different seasons 
and shared them with the class.  I loved making 
the tree journal!
 To wrap up the whole unit, my class had 
a plant party!  It was a lot of fun!  Each of us 
brought in a different vegetable (bread was in-
cluded) and we used the plant foods to make a 
salad!  It was kind of like a salad buffet, I guess.  
I had brought in a Spring Lettuce Mix.  I also made a delicious salad of lettuce, 
carrots, avocado, turnips, sunflower seeds, croutons, and zesty Italian dressing!  
I was down in the dumps when Botany ended, but I was still glad I had fun in the 
unit!

Botany Reflection By Reed Harmon (5th Grade)
 I never knew plants are so amazing and fascinating.  This is my Botany Re-
flection.  I have been studying the world of plants for about a half of the school 
year.  We have done activities and challenges during botany like dissecting a 
seed and what seeds are made of.  I’ll take you on an adventure of three activities 
that involve plants and what we did for half the school year.
 We learned about tree rings and why they are important.  The tree rings tell 
how old the tree is like one ring is one year.  The bigger the ring is means that 
the tree had a good year, but the smaller the ring that year, the worse year it had.  
If you count the rings you can know the age of that tree so if there is forty-three 
rings that tree is forty-three years old.  They can be rough and hard to see but 
you can’t count them from all the way across only from half to center.
 We also learned how to identify trees and leaves with a dichotomous key.  A 
dichotomous key is not a literal key but it is a ton of different things that you need 
to identify.  We sorted class dojo monsters for it 
and sorted them into groups then kept making 
more groups.  We didn’t put them all back togeth-
er because that would ruin the dichotomous key.  
The dichotomous key is helpful to know what 
thing is what.
 Then we learned parts of a cell and made 
an edible one out of candy and whipped cream.  
My group members were Curtis, Carson, Ryan, 
and me.  We made a nucleus out of Mr. Goodbar 
and the cell wall out of fruit roll ups.  Chocolate 
chips were things outside the nucleus.  We ate it 
in the end and our teacher took a picture.  Then 
we posted a picture to her.
 That was my Botany reflection.  I hope you liked it, and also I hope you get 
into plants, what they are made of, what a xylem is, and that you have fun.  Plant 
a garden and study it.

Spring Break
Thursday, Friday & Monday, April 13 - 17, 2017

  No School  

Early dismissals have been scheduled for 
Teacher Inservice meetings.  

Students will be dismissed at 1:00 P.M.
Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

Friday, March 17, 2017
Friday, April 21, 2017  •  Friday, May 12, 2017

Don't forget to turn your clocks ahead on 
Sunday, March 12 at 2:00 A.M.

Daylight Savings Time Begins, Spring Ahead!
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Good Times in Botany By Lily Grady (4th Grade)
 I really enjoyed my botany unit.  I was able to learn many new things.  A fun 
part of our unit was doing projects.  I got to do an edible test, classify dojo mon-
sters, and dissect a seed, to name a few.  Wouldn’t you like to do these things?  
Well I can tell you that I had fun at least.
 I really enjoyed doing an edible test.  Don’t worry it was actual food.  I en-
joyed eating it.  I never really had a good understanding of the parts of a cell until 
we did this project.  Two things that I learned were the parts of a cell and the 
part’s functions.  I think it gave me a better understanding of the parts of a cell 
than just reading about them.  Plus this project was fun.  Yes, Mrs. Ohlrich, you 
should do this project next year (but maybe not so much candy).
 The dojo dichotomous key I felt was a good project.  It gave me a good un-
derstanding of a dichotomous key.  I think this project helped me when we went 
outside to identify trees.  I feel that it also helped us with teamwork because we 
worked as a group and had to decide how to classify our monsters.  We had to 
really think for this project because we had to decide if one way to classify was 
fact or opinion, and provide detail for our classifications.  I learned how to use a 
dichotomous key.  I thought the monsters were fun.  It was fun, and I like a good 
brain challenge.
 When we did the seed dissection/germination, I learned some things.  I 
learned all seeds grow differently because they germinate at different times.  I 
now have a better understanding of the parts of 
a small plant because we had to label the differ-
ent parts of a small plant.  I never really had a 
good understanding of the embryo until we did 
this project.  I now know it is the leaf.  It was fun, 
I actually liked peeling the seed coat off of the 
seeds so that we could break open the seed.  
This had to be a good project to make it to my 
favorite three projects in botany.  It was a good 
project.
 This botany helped me with many things, and 
I had fun.  I think the projects helped me the most.  
(That is where my tactile learning style comes 
into play.)  In this unit I was able to have all of the subjects in one class, which I 
enjoyed.  I also had the best test ever.  I could eat it.  I got to classify monsters.  
They were funny little things.  I got to dissect a seed.  I got a better understanding 
of the parts and functions of a seed.  Well this concludes my botany unit.

Botany Reflection By Agnishekhar Basu Sarkar (4th Grade)
 Have you ever taken a subject with smaller subjects inside of it?  If you 
haven’t, Botany is definitely for you.  I’ve just finished my Botany unit and it was 
really fun.  We’ve done many fun activities in this subject.  In the following para-
graphs, I am going to tell you about three fun activities that I have done this year 
in Botany class.
 One fun activity that we have done in Botany is making an edible cell.  I have 
to admit that some of the other edible cells looked kind of disgusting, but our cell 
(my group consisted of myself, Baylor, Hannah, and Caitlyn) was actually deli-
cious.  All of our edible cell ingredients were junk food except the strawberries.  
Although I thought this was unhealthy at first, I definitely had fun doing this.
 Dissecting something is generally disgusting, but  I had lots of fun dissecting 
a stalk of celery.  This activity was interesting to me because I had never dis-
sected anything before.  Since we put red food coloring in the celery, it looked 
like blood was flowing through the xylem.  Overall, this project  gave me a better 
view of  dissecting objects and encouraged me to want to dissect objects in the 
future.
 Writing is usually boring to me, but I had the most fun this year when we 
did our tree journal.  The essay exercises were new to me, as I had never wrote 
an essay involving writing from the point of view 
of an object.  I enjoyed sketching pictures of my 
pear tree for the drawing exercises.  It was easier 
for me than most of the other trees because my 
tree had fewer branches to draw.  This tree jour-
nal project made me want to write more essays 
involving writing from the point of view of an ob-
ject.
 All in all, I really loved taking Botany as a 
subject this year.  When I first took this subject, 
I expected book reading only and not fun activi-
ties.  I was really glad that we had class once 
a week and not once a month since I really like 
nature (except poisonous spiders, of course). 
 Lastly, we didn’t have to do much measuring in the subject, for which I am 
glad, since I’m not very good with measuring objects.  That is why Botany is one 
of my favorite subjects.  Next time I would like to take a subject with a lot of mea-
suring so that I can learn.

Kindergarten Registration
 Kindergarten Registration will be held March 6, 2017, through March 17, 2018.  Please contact the Van Buren Elementary office at 419-299-3416 during these 
dates between 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. to set up your appointment for Kindergarten Screening.  The screenings will take place Monday, March 20, 2017, in the 
Van Buren Elementary School.  Children must be five years of age on or before August 1, 2017, to attend.
 This registration/screening is only for in-district residents.  Those gaining possible acceptance through open enrollment should register and screen in the 
district where you reside.  There will be a second screening in August for open-enrolled students.
 It is imperative for parents to sign up for registration/screening so that we may have an accurate student count for class sizes and bus routes.
 Parents or Guardians should bring on the day of the screening the child’s:
 • Birth certificate • Immunization Records • Social security number • Proof of residence (utility bill or land deed in your name) • Custody papers (if applicable)
 Centers will be set up to accommodate speech, hearing, language, and vision development.
 Please be advised of the necessary immunization requirements:  DTaP/DTP – 5 doses, Polio – 4 doses, Hepatitis B – 3 doses, MMR – 2 doses, Varicella 
vaccine – 2 doses or a letter from your doctor with verification that your child has had the disease.
 For more information on immunizations, please contact the Hancock County Health Department at 419-424-7870.  You are encouraged to do this as soon as 
possible.  Summer clinics tend to be very busy.
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Exciting Field Trip for VANTAGE Studens
 The 4th and 5th grade VANTAGE students are currently learning about Wind 
Energy and Renewable/Non-Renewable Resources.  They had the privilege of 
touring Findlay's North Campus Wind Turbines that supply energy to Ball Metal 
Corporation and Whirlpool Corporation.  The students were greeted by Jereme 
Kent, the General Manager and CEO.  He helped the students understand the 
importance of Wind Energy and the many key roles/careers that are needed to 
operate a facility while relating it directly to classroom subjects such as math, 
reading, and science!  During the tour, students were able to go inside a wind 
turbine and meet Chelsea Bumb (Project Manager) and Ben Mallernee (Field 
Engineer).  They learned how the wind turbines were constructed and their many 
attributes.  Some facts that "Wowed" us are: it took 32 cement trucks for the 
foundation; the turbines are 405 feet tall; and the blades are longer than a Semi-
Truck!  
 A special thanks goes out to Jeffery Shrader and Kelly Hovest for or-
ganizing our visit!  Hank Doster, their media coordinator who created a spe-
cial video of our visit!  You can view this video at:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4LN2019UsWw&t=11s

Hancock County Toll-Free Crisis Hotline
1-888-936-7116

Do you or someone you know need help, need to talk, 
or feel stressed?  Please call 1-888-936-7116, 

available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
This is a toll-free crisis hotline number.

A web one of the students created about their tour.
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Yearbook News Art News

PEOPLE WHO PURCHASED COPIES OF THE 2016 KNIGHT
 The following alumni need to pick up their copies of the 2016 Knight and/or 
Squire that they ordered: Trenton Boyette, Logan Brooker, Evan Heminger, Brant 
Morton, and Brandon Shepherd.
 Please stop to pick those up in the high school office at your earliest conve-
nience.  Thank you again for your support of Van Buren and our yearbook.

Yearbook Orders
 Thank you to all who purchased a copy of the 2016 Knight and Squire.  Last 
year’s staff put in a lot of hard work to create a book that our community can be 
proud of, and this year’s staff is working hard to do the same.
 The 2017 Knight will include the high school and middle school, and the 2017 
Squire will included elementary events.  The first yearbook sale ended December 
23.  The price for the HS/MS yearbook is now $55.  A student can still have his/
her name stamped onto the book for $5, and protective plastic covers can be 
purchased for $3.  The price for the 2017 Squire (elementary) yearbook is $20.  A 
student can fill out the form on this page and give it to his/her teacher (elementary) 
or give it to Mr. Bratt in Room 235.  When your student makes an order, please 
make sure that if he/she is paying by check, the check is made payable to the 
2017 Knight and/or 2017 Squire for the number of books purchased.
 The yearbook staff thanks you for your support of the Knight and Squire, and 
we look forward to serving you in the future.  If there are any questions, please 
contact Mr. Bratt, yearbook adviser, at (419) 299-3384 (ext. 407).

Order Form for the 2017 Knight and Squire
Van Buren Elementary, Middle School and High School

Name _______________________________________________________
Grade/Teacher ______________________________ Date _____________

 $55.00 each Price of the 2017 Knight in FULL COLOR (coverage of the 
  middle school and high school)

 $5.00 each Price to have your name put on your yearbook (2017 Knight only)
  Write how you would like your name to appear

   __________________________________________

 $3.00each Plastic protective cover for your book (2017 Knight only)

 $20.00 each Price of the 2017 Squire in FULL COLOR (coverage of 
  the elementary school)

Please fill out the following form and return it to your teacher (elementary) or 
Mr. Bratt in room 235 (middle and high school).  Thank you, and enjoy your 
yearbook!

 Quantity Item Price/Unit Total Amount
  2017 Knight $55.00
  Name on Book $5.00
  Plastic Cover $3.00
  2017 Squire $20.00

Please make all checks payable to:     TOTAL
2017 Knight and/or 2017 Squire.

Let’s Celebrate!!!!
 In honor of 35 years of teaching art, the family of Mrs. Rhonda Nye is hosting 
a Retirement Reception on Saturday April 29, 2017.  The event will take place 
prior to Cabaret through intermission in the H.S. Cafeteria.  This celebration is in 
correlation with the Annual Juried Art Show, which will be displayed in the Com-
munity Room.  In addition, Mrs. Nye would like to feature “Alumni Alley” to the 
art show, but she needs to hear from former students.  If you have pursued a 
career in art, an art/craft related field, or just continue to “do art” as a hobby, SHE 
WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!!!  Please complete the downloadable form that 
can be found at vbschools.net or Van Buren's Facebook (a sample of the form 
is below), and digitally send an example of your latest work (png or jpeg format) 
to rnye@vbschools.net.  A copy of your work will be printed and hung in the 
hallways during the 2017 Juried Art Show and Reception.  Originals will also be 
accepted as a gift to Mrs. Nye, if you desire to drop it off or send it to the school.  
The deadline for entries is Tuesday, April 18.  For questions, please email Mrs. 
Nye or phone 419-299-3384, ext. 422.  
 Mrs. Nye will be retiring at the end of the school year and is looking forward 
to pursuing her own artwork by setting up a private studio, offering private les-
sons, spending time with family (especially new granddaughter, Addison) and 
friends, traveling, golfing, running an ice cream shop, and enjoying life!
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Van Buren Athletic Boosters Reverse Raffle
Saturday, April 29, 2017

 Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 29, 2017.  This year’s event will be 
held at The Sterling Center, 4570 Fostoria Ave., Findlay, OH 45840.  Doors open 
and dinner begins at 6:00 P.M.  Raffle starts at 7:00 P.M.  $5,000 grand prize and 
$4,000 in other monetary prizes.
 Raffle tickets are $50 each, which includes a catered meal.  Meal tickets are 
also available at $25 each.  In order to guarantee your meal, purchase your tick-
ets before April 7.
 If you would like reserved seating, please email Linda Bishop at labishop@
coopertire.com or call 419-722-2749, and provide names of all to be included in 
your party.
 You are encouraged to make this raffle another great success by helping out 
with ticket sales, black & orange raffle, silent auction, or door prizes.  If you can 
help or would like to donate something, please contact any of the Athletic Booster 
Board members or email VanBurenAthleticBoosters@gmail.com.  
 The Reverse Raffle is one of our biggest fundraisers and due to its tremen-
dous success in the past, our organization has been able to contribute over 
$25,000 annually to support our middle school and high school athletes, cheer-
leaders, and coaches.
 
2017 Reverse Raffle on-line ticket ordering process:

 1. Log on to the VB Booster website at
   https://sites.google.com/site/vanburenab/ 
 2. Select the link called "Buy Tickets Online" 
 3. Enter the required data on the website, which is needed to track the or- 
  ders 
 4. You have the option to pay by check or via PayPal with any major credit  
  card 
 5. If by check, print the form as instructed and mail the check to the 
  PO Box indicated 
 6. If by credit card, you will link to PayPal where you can enter your credit  
  card information.  Be sure to re-enter the # of tickets 
 7. The "Sales Tax" is simply a processing fee that we are charged from  
  PayPal and is equal to 2.5%
 8. Submit order and it will be routed to the Boosters for tracking 
 9. The Booster organization will contact you about ticket delivery 

 This approach is required due to State regulations that do not allow any 
school employee or coach to handle booster money.  Please support this ap-
proach and buy your tickets online or send your payment to the PO Box.  If you 
are printing the form and sending it in and would like to have your tickets mailed 
to you, please provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
 Please direct any questions to a booster board member.  Board members’ 
contact information is listed on the website.
 Thank you for your generous and continued support of Van Buren High 
School and Middle School Athletics.  GO KNIGHTS!!!
 Your VB Athletic Booster Officers: Todd Roberts, Steve Gilliland, Linda 
Bishop, Shelly Fasone, Curt Cramer, Jerry Saltzman, Matt Griffin, Dean Durliat, 
Shawn Fultz, Stacey Foltz, and Phil Brown.

Saturday, April 15, 2017 - Arlington Local School 
Registration: 8:00 - 8:45 A.M.

5k – 9:00 A.M.
Tot Trot/Peddle Race – 8:30 A.M.

Race Location: Arlington Local School, 336 South Main St., Arlington, Ohio
Directions: St. Rte. 68, South of Findlay or take St. Rte. 103 East of Bluffton

 
Special Awards for: 1st & 2nd place finish for Female and Male Runners 
Top male and female finishers for each age division:10 years old and under, 11-
14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-60, & 61 and up.

Cost: 5K Pre-Registration: $20 w/shirt or $15 no shirt by March 27, 2017;  
 after March 27 (price change) $25 w/shirt or $20 no shirt.
 Tot Trot/Pedal Race: $1 no shirt - (goodie bags for all participants 7  
 years old and under).  Registration form below.

Age Groups: 5K Run/Walk: any age; Tot Trot/Pedal Race: 3-4, 5-7 years old

Questions/Contact - Wendi Morey, Race Director, at 419-721-3479 or email: lar-
rybeagle5k@yahoo.com

Return Registration Forms to: Wendi Morey, 4319 C.R. 140, Findlay, Ohio 
45840 or register online https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Arlington/LarryBeagle-
Memorial5K

(Make checks payable to Larry Beagle Scholarship Fund)

Larry Beagle Memorial 5K Run/Walk

Check one: ______ 5K      ______ Tot Trot: 3-4 yrs old, 5-7 yrs old (circle one)

Payment Amount: _______    Date of Birth: _____/ ______/ _____   M___ F___

Shirts:  S   M    L    XL    XXL (add $3.00)   (circle one) 

Name:______________________________________    Ph: _______________

Address: ________________________________    City: __________________

State: ______     Zip: _________       Email: _____________________________

I hereby for myself and my executors in consideration of the acceptance of this 
entry, waive for myself and my heirs any and all claims for damages against the 
event hosts, sponsors, their representatives, and all race officials, for all claims of 
injury growing out of participation in this event.  I attest and verify that I am physi-
cally fit to participate and am aware of the possible hazards of running in this 
event.  I also understand that this event will run rain or shine and once I register 
I void getting my money back.

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________ Date: __________

Family fun event!
Great DOOR PRIZES

T-Shirts

Proceeds Benefit 
Arlington Track 

Program and Annual 
Scholarships

10th Annual Larry Beagle Memorial 5k
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•Beef Ravioli, Green Beans, 
Dinner Roll, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Cheese Manicotti, Green 
Beans, Tossed Salad, 
Garlic Toast,  Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

APRIL

MARCH
** Menu subject 

to change * *
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Tacos, Nachos & 
Cheese, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

•Macaroni & Cheese, Peas, 
Dinner Roll, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Cheese Pizza, Corn. 
Tossed Salad, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

•Pepperoni Stromboli, 
Tossed Salad, Corn, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Sloppy Joe Sandwich, 
Corn, Chips, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

•Chicken Quesadillas, Nachos 
& Cheese, Mixed Vegetables, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Sweet & Sour Chicken, 
Rice, Mixed Vegetables, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk or Salad 
Bar

Senior Class Trip to Chicago
Boys Basketball State Semi-Finals 
   Tournament @ OSU, 2:00 PM

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       26 27 28 29 30 31 1

       19 20 21 22 23 24 25

       12 13 14 15 16 17 18

       2 3  4  5  6 7 8

       16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Var Baseball w/Woodmore (scrim)
Var Softball w/Kalida (scrim) 5:30 PM

Senior Class Trip to Chicago
Boys Basketball State Finals @  
   OSU, 5:15 PM
Var Baseball @ Springfield HS  
   (scrim), 11:00 AM
MS District III OMEA Solo and  
   Ensemble Contest @ Elida HS

Var Baseball @ Upper Sandusky  
   (scrimmage)
Var Softball @ Upper Sandusky  
    (scrimmage)

Var Baseball w/McComb
Var Softball w/McComb
MS Track @ NB w/CR, 4:30 PM
Athletic Boosters - 7:00 PM, 
      Community Room

•Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand-
wich, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Cheese Pizza, Corn, 
Tossed Salad, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

•Chicken Nuggets, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Chicken Gravy, 
Buttered Broccoli, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Pepperoni & Cheese 
Breadstixs, Green Beans, 
Tossed Salad, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

This institute is an 
equal opportunity 

provider 
and employer.

Var Softball @ St. Joseph CC
Board of Education meeting,  
   7:00 PM, Community Room

Var Baseball w/Arcadia
Var Softball w/Arcadia
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Var Track w/Findlay, 4:00 PM

10th Annual Larry Beagle  
   Memorial 5K Run, 9:00 AM
Var Baseball @ Fostoria w/New  
   Riegel (DH), 10:00 AM
Var Softball w/Miller City (DH)  
   11:00 AM
Var Track @ St. Wendelin Invite,  
   9:00 AM
Var Track - Joe Tussing Invite @  
   Patrick Henry, 4:30 PM

Var Baseball w/Arlington
Var Softball w/Arlington
Music Boosters - 7:00 PM, Fine  
           Arts Wing

•Macaroni & Cheese, 
Buttered Broccoli, Dinner 
Roll, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Macaroni & Cheese, 
Peas, Dinner Roll, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

•Pepperoni & Cheese 
Breadstixs, Corn, Tossed 
Salads, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Tacos, Nachos & 
Cheese, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

Var Baseball @ Cory Rawson
Var Softball @ Cory Rawson
Boy Scout Troop 313 -  7:00 PM,  
  Allen Twp. Center

•BBQ Rib Sandwich, Tater 
Rounds, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Hot Dog, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

Lunch Prices:
K-5 $2.25
6-12 $2.50
Ala Carte $2.75
Salad Bar $2.75
Adult $2.90
Milk $0.50
Sandwich $1.80
French Fries $1.65
Ice Cream $0.90

Var Baseball @ Elmwood  
   (scrimmage), 4:30 PM

VBPTO Muffins with Mom, 6:45 AM
Var Track @ Hardin Northern w/ 
   Cory Rawson & Arlington, 4:30 PM

Var Baseball @ Rossford

•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Mini Corn Dogs, French 
Fries, Green Beans, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk or 
Salad Bar

•Chili, Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Spaghetti w/Meat 
Sauce, Green Beans, 
Tossed Salad, Garlic 
Toast, Fruit, Milk or 
Salad Bar

•Shredded Chicken Sand-
wich, Baked Beans, Chips, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Shredded Chicken 
Sandwich, Baked 
Beans, Chips, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

•Cheese Pizza, Tossed 
Salad, Corn, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Tuna & Noodles, Peas, 
Dinner Roll, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

•Mini Corn Dogs, French 
Fries, Pean, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk
•Taco Salad, Corn 
Chips, Asst. Fruit, Milk 
or Salad Bar

•Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, 
Green Beans, Tossed 
Salad, Garlic Toast, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Asst. Fruit, Milk 
or Salad Bar
Var Baseball @ Liberty Benton
Var Softball @ Liberty Benton
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
         7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Regular Print - 
Elementary Menu 
(K-5)

Italicized Print - 
MS & HS Menu 
(6-12)

•Cheese Pizza, Green 
Beans, Carrot Stixs w/Dip, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Asst. Fruit, Milk 
or Salad Bar

•Hot Dog, Tater Rounds, 
Corn, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Popcorn Chicken, 
Mashed Potatoes w/
Chicken Gravy, Mixed 
Vegetables, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

Var Track @ Blue Devil Relays  
   @ Carey, 10:00 AM
Var Baseball w/Bluffton (DH)  
   11:00 AM
Var Softball @ Carey w/ 
   Elmwood, (DH) 11:00 AM
Color Guard Finals @  
   Wapakoneta HSVar Track w/Kenton, 4:30 PM

Var Baseball w/Patrick Henry
Var Softball w/Patrick Henry

Var Softball w/Columbus Grove,  
   4:45 PM
12th Annual Dodgeball Tourney,  
         HS Gym, 5:00 PM

Var Baseball w/Toledo Christian

•Hamburgers, French Fries, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Pizza, Mixed Veg-
etables, Tossed Salad, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk or 
Salad Bar

•Tacos, Nachos & Cheese, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Teriaki, Rice, 
Buttered Broccoli, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

•Chicken Breast Sandwich, 
Corn, Chips, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Fried Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes w/Old 
Fashion Gravy, Green 
Beans, Asst. Fruit, Milk 
or Salad Bar

Var Baseball @ Leipsic
Var Softball @ Leipsic
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
        7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

HS OMEA  NW Regional State  
   Choir Adjudicated Event @ VBHS,  
   2:45 PM
Var Baseball @ Gibsonburg, 
          4:45 PM

HS OMEA  NW Regional State  
   Choir Adjudicated Event @  
   VBHS, all day
Var Softball w/Ada (DH) 
   11:00 AM
Var Track @ Bill Krause Invite  
   (Tiffin Columbian), 9:30 AM
MS Track @ Pandora Gilboa  
   Invite, 9:00 AM

•French Toast Stixs, Eggs 
& Sausage, Hash Browns, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Beefy Nachos, Corn, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk or 
Salad Bar

Var Baseball w/Mohawk
Var Softball w/Lakota
Var Track @ Columbus Grove w/ 
          AE & Kalida, 4:30 PM

Good Friday

SPRING BREAKSPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAKHappy 
Easter

Var Baseball @ North Baltimore
Var Softball @ North Baltimore

Girls Golf Chicken BBQ, HS  
   Cafeteria, 4:00 - 6:30 PM
Doug Mowrey Memorial HS Track  
   Invitational, 4:30 PM
Var Baseball w/Eastwood

Var Baseball @ Tiffin Calvert  
   (DH), 1:00 PM
Var Softball @ Mohawk (DH),  
   11:00 AM
MS Track - Black Knight  
   Relays, 9:00 AM
Show Choir at Wapakaneta 
   "Music and More"      
   Competition

Kindergarten Screening End of 3rd Nine Weeks

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins, 
Spring Ahead

•Beefy Nachos, Corn, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•BBQ Pork Sandwich, 
Tater Rounds, Corn, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk or 
Salad Bar

Music Boosters - 7:00 PM, Fine  
    Arts Wing

•Cheese Pizza, Tossed Salad, 
Corn, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Tomato Soup, Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar

•Grilled Ham & Cheese 
Sandwich, Tater Rounds, 
Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Asst. Fruit, Milk or 
Salad Bar

•Cheese Manicotti, Green 
Beans, Garlic Toast, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk
•Popcorn Chicken, 
Mashed Potatoes w/
Chicken Gravy, Buttered 
Broccoli, Asst. Fruit, 
Milk or Salad Bar

Boys Basketball Regional Semi- 
   Finals, BGSU, 8:00 PM
Var Softball @ Old Fort (scrim), 
   5:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
            7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Music Dept Trip to Nashville
Girls Basketball State Semi-Finals  
   @ OSU, 3:00 PM

Music Dept Trip to Nashville
Girls Basketball State    
   Finals @ OSU, 5:15 PM
Boys Basketball Regional     
   Finals, Univ of Toledo, 7:00 PM

St. Patrick's Day

•Chili w/Cheese, Peanut 
Butter & Jelly Sandwich, 
Crackers, Asst. Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Teriaki, Rice, 
Mixed Vegetables, Asst. 
Fruit, Milk or Salad Bar Early Dismissal @ 

1:00 PM for Inservice
Academic Boosters - 2:00 PM, 
   Community Room
Softball Olive Garden Dinner,  
         Elem Cafeteria, 4:00 - 6:00 PM

Music Dept Trip to 
Nashville

Senior Class Trip to 
Chicago
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Van Buren Girls Golf Team is sponsoring a 
Harlan's Chicken BBQ 

on Friday, April 7, 2017, from 4:00 - 6:30 P.M.
in the High School Cafeteria 

(Dine-in or Drive-thru)
This is in conjunction with the Doug Mowrey Track Invitational.

Presale ticket cost is $9.00 if purchased by March 31.
After that date, the cost will be $10.00.  

A limited number of tickets will also be available at the door.

   Meal includes:
   1/2 chicken, au gratin potatoes, 
   green beans, dinner roll, and dessert

For questions or if you need tickets, 
please contact anyone on the girls golf team 

or Coach Rhonda Nye at 419-299-3384 (ext. 422) 
or rnye@vbschools.net

Second Annual Van Buren Schools 
Easter Egg Hunt

A Prom Fundraiser Sponsored by the Junior Class

What: An Easter Egg Hunt 
When: Saturday, April 15, 2017     
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Where: Van Buren Elementary/Intermediate Playground
Who: Van Buren Students Preschool-Fifth Grade and Siblings
Cost: $5.00 per child or $15.00 per family

The egg hunt will be divided up by age group.  Each child will collect a certain 
number of eggs filled with a treat.  If luck is with your child, he/she may find 
a special egg with a surprise inside.

Please complete this form and return it to your 
child’s teacher by Friday, April 14th.

Number of Children:_________

Ages of Children:____________

Last Day of School for Students
Thursday, May 25, 2017

Visit Van Buren Local School at our website
www.vbschools.net


