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Bond Levy Information
 As many of you are aware by now, the Board of Education has authorized a 29.3 mil-
lion dollar bond issue for the May 6, 2014, primary election.  I know that there are many 
facts, rumors, and misinformation flowing through the community concerning this project.  I 
would like to provide a quick, general history and outline of the project.
 When I arrived in the District over 10 years ago, the building project in the Elementary 
and HS/MS Fine Arts wing had just been completed.  These were additions that the district 
desperately needed and the community strongly supported with the passage of a bond is-
sue in 2000.  Even back then, the Board and others involved knew that additions, repairs, 
and renovations would soon be needed in the HS/MS building.  Conversations with that 
Board and subsequent Boards were not focused on “should we”, but “when”.  The push 
toward a potential project took a leap forward when a committee of school and community 
members made facilities recommendations for the District’s Strategic Plan in 2009.  Several 
recommendations from that committee have already been started and some have been 
completed.  Two different building studies were conducted and several out buildings have 
been removed.  Consideration has been given to the acquisition of additional land and the 
rearranging of our current property with such considerations as moving the transportation 
department off campus to another location.  The bonds issued in 2000 were resold and re-
structured in 2010 to create an opportunity for this bond issue.
 The current HS/MS building is a collection of buildings and additions from the early 
1900’s, 1950’s, 1960”s, 1970”s, and the new additions in 2002.  Physical problems through-
out this building include crumbling masonry, collapsing cast iron sewer piping, cracked 
floors, and exterior leaks in the 1918 portion of the building.  There are deteriorating wiring, 
deteriorating plumbing, deteriorating structure, and asbestos concerns in the 1950’s and 
1960”s additions.  The 1970’s additions include gym bleachers, windowless classrooms, 
and outdated infrastructure concerns.  For communication and safety concerns, the 1970’s 
PA system is worn out and inadequate for today’s schools.
 Throughout the entire district, (HS/MS & Elementary building) there are problems with 
the HVAC and domestic water systems.  The HS/MS building has three heating systems 
trying to coordinate and work as one system.  The Elementary building has two systems 
trying to coordinate.  Chillers are undersized and over taxed.  Older univents are failing and 
replacement parts are either hard to get or unavailable.   Deposits in both our HVAC lines 
and our domestic water lines, accumulated over the years from our high sulfur wells prior to 
being connected to the city water supply, have corroded lines causing leaks and damaged 
faucets, valves, pumps, and gauges.  Added to that, over a year ago the HVAC control sys-
tem installed in 2002 failed.  Of course it was out of warranty.   Once a new control system 

was installed this past fall, we then discovered sensor, design, and controller issues down 
the line that were either faulty or incorrect.  Repairs have been made as problems occur, but 
complete overhauls of the HVAC system in both buildings are a portion of this project.
 Increasing enrollment, advances and increasing use of technology, curriculum changes 
and additional requirements coming out of Columbus, and changes in teaching methodol-
ogy and student learning in the 21st Century are also major driving forces behind this project.  
Teachers don’t teach and students don’t learn like they did in the 1900’s, 1950”s, 1960”s, 
and 1970”s.  For our students to be prepared for higher education and the work force they 
need a high level of technology skills.  They need to have the space to effectively work on 
projects, collaborate in teams, and work in small groups as well as the traditional classroom 
environment.  In today’s schools all of these activities are taking place all at once in the 
same classroom.  The traditional classroom of the past challenges the ability to and the 
effectiveness of these activities.  The teacher as a facilitator has to be able to separate 
these activities so that each activity can proceed effectively without hindering other activi-
ties.  Likewise each activity needs to be observable by the teacher for proper supervision.   
This hardly works in our traditional square, enclosed classrooms with all the desks in a neat 
row.  Advancements in the study of learning and learning environments point out the use of 
adequate, proper space with a lot of natural lighting which many of our classrooms lack.  Our 
current building also hinders our ability to conduct on-line, blended, and distance learning 
courses which are now common place in higher education and business.
 In the next Knightly News I will provide you with more financial information concerning 
this project.  There is a levy committee being formed to get information to the community 
explaining the need (both physical and academic) and to garner support.  The committee 
will have already started by the time you receive this newsletter, but additional help will be 
needed.  Please consider becoming a part of this committee.  This project can only happen 
if the community makes it happen.  The Board, administration, teachers, and staff can iden-
tify the needs, maintain, and plan for the future.  Making a project like this work needs the 
community to recognize those same needs and choose to do something about it.  We have 
a strong tradition of excellence at the Van Buren Schools.  A lot of this can be attributed to 
the high levels of expectations that we expect from the Board, administration, teachers, staff, 
students, parents, and the community.  If we expect the best then we need to provide the 
tools and facilities to make that happen.
 Please contact me if you have any questions, concerns, ideas or want clarification on 
this project or any other school matter.

Tim Myers, Superintendent



Van Buren High School/Middle School Guidance
• The updated Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) forms for 

the 2014-2015 school year are now available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov for 
those students who will be attending college next year.  The FAFSA must 
be filed to receive any scholarship or grant money.

• Registration deadline for the April 12 ACT test is March 7.  It is also recom-
mended that sophomores should consider taking the June 14 ACT test.  
This is typically the first scheduled ACT test for most students.

• Information will be given to all students in early February regarding post-
secondary options and taking college courses for next school year.  If you 
have any questions prior to that, you may call Mr. Zender at school.

• This is the time of the year when scholarships for seniors start coming in on 
a regular basis.  Seniors should stop in the guidance office weekly to pick 
up applications.

• Any student who may be participating in college athletics, needs to register 
with the NCAA clearinghouse.  This is to be done by the end of their junior 
year.  You can register with the clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.
org.  You are to notify the guidance office when registering so we can send 
in your six (6) semester transcript.

• Scheduling for next year will begin on February 3.  Starting with the juniors 
and continuing through this year's 8th grade.  We hope to have all the stu-
dents scheduled for next year by April.

• There will be a scheduling meeting for the 2014-2015 school year for all 
current 8th graders and their parents on March 5 at 6:30 P.M. in the cafeteria.  
A letter will also be sent home with your student.

• Juniors are also reminded that they are given one college visitation day 
in the spring to be used up by May 1 if they choose.  See Mr. Zender for 
paperwork.
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College Panel
 On Wednesday, December 18, several former Van Buren students came back 
to talk to seniors about life in college.  The discussion included: choosing a major, 
what classes in high school helped the most when they got to college, talking to 
your professors, what to bring to college, roommates, study time, time manage-
ment, extracurricular activities, studying abroad, co-op opportunities and many 
more topics.  Seniors asked questions, as well as Mr. Zender and Ms. Schwemley 
to generate the discussion.  Thank you to the following graduates for giving up pre-
cious sleep time to participate during their winter break from college:  Tyler Akers 
(University of Toledo), Brian Davidson (The Ohio State University), Clay Sudlow 
(University of Cincinnati), Devon Causey (Otterbein), Michaela Conkle and Brandi 
Hoyng (University of Findlay), Malynn Eaton (Owens Community College), Chaney 
Brown (High Point University), Jacob Huber (Bluffton University), and Drew Ash-
craft (University of Alabama).

Don’t 
forget to turn 
your clocks 

ahead at 
2:00 A.M. 
Sunday 

morning, 
March 9, 

2014.  
Daylight 

Savings Time 
Begins!

SEARCH FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
Intensive Awareness Campaign Announced

 The Ohio Department of Education is conducting an Intensive Awareness Campaign in accordnace with the requirements of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Ohio Revised Code, and the State Board of Education's Rules for the Education 
of Handicapped Children.
 Each public school district, Ohio's 16 special education regional resource centers, and the Ohio Department of Education are trying 
to identify children with disabilities, birth through age 21, who may be in need of special education services.
 For children birth to three, a disability means an established condition known to result in delay, or a documented developmental 
delay.
 For children ages three through five, a disability means that a child has a documented deficit in one or more of the following devel-
opmental areas:  communication, vision, hearing, motor skills, social emotional/behavior functioning, self-help skills, and/or cognitive 
skills.
 For school-age students, a disability means that a student has been identified as having one or more of the following conditions: 
autism, deaf-blindness, hearing impairment including deafness, mental retardation (DH), multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, 
other health impairment, emotional disturbance (SBH), specific learning disability, speech or language impairment, traumatic brain injury, 
and/or visual impairment including blindness.
 Your public school offers evaluation for all children with suspected disabilities, birth through age 21; and education for all children 
with disabilities ages three through 21 years.
 Once the school district is notified about a child who is suspected of having a disability, the child's parent(s) are contacted and in-
formed of their rights, as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Ohio Revised Code and the State Board 
of Education's Rules for the Education of Handicapped Children; and arrangements are made to evaluate the child in cooperation with 
the parent(s).
 If you know a child who is suspected of having a disability, please contact:  Van Buren Local School, 217 S. Main St., Van Buren, 
Ohio 45889, Mr. Tim Myers, Superintendent, 299-3578.
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December – Back Row:  Olivia Sexton, Johnny Farthing, Courtney Frost, Anna 
Girdler, Jessica DeBouver, Clay Noblit.  Front Row: Connor McKee, Rachel King, 
Jessica Hostettler, Kyle Van Horn, Brady Losiewicz, Reid Heppner.

Qualities of a Virtuous Knight:
Generosity; Respect; Kindness; Pride in School; Responsibility; Enthusiasm; 
Pride in Self; Hard Working.
Thanks to the Van Buren Academic Boosters and Culver’s for their support of the 
VBMS Virtuous Knight program.

Van Buren Academic Boosters Proudly Present 
December Virtuous Knights

 It was a toe-to-toe fight for 2014 
middle school spelling bee champ Mat-
thew Iliff and runner up/alternate Grace 
Hoerig!  The two exhausted the regular 
list as the bee went 16 rounds, nine of 
which just included the two finalists.  In 
addition to Matthew and Grace, congratu-
lations to the classroom spelling winners 
who competed in the bee: 6th Grade: Zoe 
Brown, Aaron Clark, Felicity Hocanson, 
Drew Keller, Kendall Kretzinger, Kelsi 
Krout, Allyson Rickenbacher, Christopher 
Routson, Zachary Seitz, Riley Simons, 
Kaleb Snodgrass, Grayson Temple; 7th 
Grade: Josh Bowles, Nate Gregory, Em-
ily LeCroy, Allison McComas, Connor 
Ohlrich, Lilly Saum, Natasha Simons, 
Amanda Strapp, Lily Wagner; and 8th 
Grade: Kevin Beall, Riley Calzada, Sam 
Frost, Lauren Hensel, Austin Hutchison, 
Josie Masters, Emma Scarberry, Carrigan Stacy, Maria Trusty, Brandon Wehrle.

Mrs. Schaffer Chosen for National Science 
Teacher Association Fellowship
 Chosen from over 1,000 applicants nationwide, VBMS sixth grade science 
teacher Cassandra Schaffer is one of 12 teachers from Ohio to be named a National 
Science Teacher Association (NSTA) New Teacher Fellow.  The NSTA New Science 
Teacher Academy, co-founded by the Amgen Foundation, is a professional develop-
ment initiative created to help promote quality science teaching, enhance teacher 
confidence and classroom excellence, and improve teacher content knowledge.  The 
NSTA New Science Teacher 
Academy utilizes mentor-
ing and other professional 
development resources to 
support science teachers 
during the often challenging, 
initial teaching years and to 
help them stay in the profes-
sion.
 Mrs. Schaffer will attend 
the NSTA conference in Bos-
ton during spring break.  The 
program is funded through 
grants and donations from 
science-related organiza-
tions of Dow Chemical, 
American Honda, Bayer, 
and Lockheed Martin.  We're 
proud of Mrs. Schaffer and 
she's excited to connect 
with colleagues and science 

VBMS Spelling Bee Goes 16 RoundsMark Your Calendar for these VBPTO 
Upcoming Events:

• Tuesday, February 4 from 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
 Family Skate Night at Rolling Thunder
 See you there!

• Friday, February 28  ––  Bakery Bingo and Art Auction
  Doors open at 6:00 P.M.
  Come early to check out the art auction, live auction,  
   and raffle items.
  Bingo starts at 6:30 P.M.
  Only cash and checks will be accepted.
  This is going to be a great night spent with family   
   and friends!
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Yearbook News
Yearbook Orders
 Thank you to all who purchased a copy of the 2013 Knight and Squire.  Last year’s 
staff put in a lot of hard work to create a book that our community can be proud of, and 
this year’s staff is working hard to do the same.
 The 2014 Knight will include the high school and middle school, and the 2014 Squire 
will include elementary events.  The price for the HS/MS yearbook is now $55.  A stu-
dent can have his/her name stamped onto the book for $5, and protective plastic covers 
can be purchased for $3.  The price for the 2014 Squire (elementary) yearbook is $20.  
Unfortunately no extras can be purchased with this as it has a soft cover.  A student can 
fill out the form on this page and give it to his/her teacher (elementary) or give it to Mr. 
Bratt in Room 235.  When your student makes an order, please make sure that if he/she 
is paying by check, the check is made payable to the 2014 Knight and/or 2014 Squire 
for the number of books purchased.
 Another purchase option is to buy online.  Simply go to www.vbschools.net, click 
on the Buy a Yearbook button, and follow the on-screen instructions.  If you choose to 
purchase your yearbook(s) using this option, the individual prices are only available ($55 
and $20).
 The yearbook staff thanks you for your support of the Knight and Squire, and we 
look forward to serving you in the future.  If there are any questions, please contact Mr. 
Bratt, yearbook adviser, at (419) 299-3384 (ext. 407).

PEOPLE WHO PURCHASED COPIES OF THE 2013 KNIGHT
 The following alumni need to pick up their copies of the 2013 Knight that they or-
dered: Heather Clark, Brady Lucas, and Kennedy Richards.  Please stop to pick those 
up in the high school office at your earliest convenience.
 Thank you again for your support of Van Buren and our yearbook.

Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2014
 What is the best way to show your senior student how much you care?  Buy a parent 
ad!  You can include a message, a picture, or both.  Either fill out the order form that you 
should have received in the mail or the one here and return it to Brian Bratt, 217 South 
Main Street, Van Buren, Ohio  45889.

To reserve yearbook space, please respond by 2/28/14 by providing the following:

 • This Order Form • Mail or deliver to:
 • Ad Text   Van Buren High School
 • Check payable to 2014 Knight   ATTN: Brian Bratt
     217 South Main Street
     Van Buren, Ohio  45889

_______________________________ ________________________________
Student’s Name Parent/Purchaser’s Name

_________________________________________________________________
Address/City/State/Zip

_________________________________________
Your Signature

_______________________________ ________________________________
Daytime Phone Evening Phone

Check the ad size requested:
 Color
1/8 page $45 _____ Is this ad a surprise for the student:
1/4 page $70 _____  _____ Yes _____No
1/2 page $100 _____
Full page $175 _____ Number of photos provided _____

(Space limited in yearbooks, so ads honored first come, first serve.)

Neatly print ad text below (you may submit on another sheet of paper):

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Apologies to 
Kendall Kretzinger 6th Grade 

who was inadvertently omitted 
from the 1st nine weeks 

ALL “A's” Honor Roll for the 
2013-2014 school year.

Congratulations to Kendall!

Order Form for the 2014 Knight and Squire
Van Buren Elementary, Middle School and High School

Name _______________________________________________________
Grade/Teacher ______________________________ Date _____________

 $55.00 each Price of the 2014 Knight in FULL COLOR (coverage of 
  the middle school and high school)

 $5.00 each Price to have your name put on your yearbook (2014 Knight only)
  Write how you would like your name to appear

   __________________________________________

 $3.00each Plastic protective cover for your book (2014 Knight only)

 $20.00 each Price of the 2014 Squire in FULL COLOR (coverage of 
  the elementary school)

 Please fill out the following form and return it to your teacher (elementary) 
or Mr. Bratt in room 235 (middle and high school).  Thank you, and enjoy your 
yearbook!

 Quantity Item Price/Unit Total Amount
  2014 Knight $55.00
  Name on Book $5.00
  Plastic Cover $3.00
  2014 Squire $20.00
 Please make all checks payable to:     TOTAL
2014 Knight and/or 2014 Squire.
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Friday and Saturday
March  21 & 22, 2014

7:00 P.M.

$10 – ADULTS       
$5 – STUDENTS

Tickets go on sale to the public 
during the week of the show before and after school 

and 1/2 hour before curtain.

Call 419-299-3221, extension 1 
for more information and to leave any messages.

Become a patron of the Van Buren Musical!
$25 = two advance sale tickets and a patron ad in the program.

See the patron ad form for more information!  Patrons receive the 
first opportunity for seat reservations!

Bye Bye Birdie
is presented through special arrangement with Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc.

560 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022

Van Buren High School
Music Department  presents

Become a Patron of the Van Buren musical
Bye Bye Birdie

march 21 - 22, 2014 – Van Buren auditorium

For $25, a patron of the musical receives the following:
• ADVERTISEMENT in the program, showing your support!
• TWO tickets to any day’s performance (or spread out over two days if you 

desire.)  THESE ARE ADVANCE SALE TICKETS so you know you’ll be 
getting the best seats in the house!

To be included in the program, return the bottom order form, filled out, and with your 
payment (checks made payable to VAN BUREN MUSICAL), by March 14, 2014, to:

 Van Buren Musical/Patron Ad
 Van Buren High School
 217 S. Main Street
 Van Buren OH 45889

If you want to pick out tickets yourself, you may do so before or after school ONLY 
during the week of March 17-21.

Questions?  Email James Vaughn, musical director, at jvaughn@vbschools.net or 
call 419-299-3221 x1.

VAN BUREN MUSIC AND DRAMA DEPARTMENTS
PATRON AD

Bye Bye Birdie

NAME AND MESSAGE – PLEASE PRINT ABOVE ON LINES PROVIDED
2 lines of copy – 36 characters per line maximum

PLEASE PICK OUT SEATS FOR ME (check here) _________ (will be available at will call on the 
evening of the performance)

I WISH TO PICK OUT THE SEATS (check here) ______________ (any tickets not picked out by 
March 21 will be picked out by musical staff for you)

Indicate number of tickets  (2 Given Per Ad):

FRIDAY ______

SATURDAY______

Reserve Tickets For:
Name ____________________________
Phone Number _____________________
__________________________________
EMAIL (optional)

Waiver Day – No School for Students
Friday, February 14, 2014

President's Day
Monday, February 17, 2014

Spring Break 
Monday - Friday,  March 31 - April 4, 2014

  No School  

Locker Libraries and an X File??
 Remote libraries are new to the middle and high schools this year.  Inspired by 
telephone booth libraries in NYC and take-a-book, leave-a-book libraries that are 
popping up all over the country, these book collections seek to serve students who 
can’t make it to the library when they want something to read.  The middle school 
collection is housed in two unused lockers and the high school has an old file cabi-
net that Mr. Brand painted a lovely bright green (ask him how many cans of paint it 
took!).
 The high school starter collection was funded by the Academic Boosters and 
we used box tops money for the middle school collection. Ideally, the ‘libraries’ will 
grow when students donate their own used paperbacks.
Elementary Library
 The fall book sale was a great success.  Mrs. Winkle was able to purchase 
many new books, and replace worn out ones, from the profits of the sale.  We are 
very grateful for the elementary parents’ support of this yearly event!
INFOhio Electronic Resources
 Remember that these resources (at Infohio.org) are free for any students or 
parents in Ohio.  You’ll need a login name and password the first time you log in 
from home.  We can’t publish them, but they are available from any teacher.



Elementary News
Page 6 Knightly News February 2014

December and January Knights of the Round Table
 Students selected by their noon monitors enjoyed lunch and an ice cream treat 
as “Round Table Knights” —  a reward for their positive attitude and behavior during 
the months of December and January.  Students were also able to invite a friend or 
family member to join them at the round table. Congratulations to these students!

December – Back Row: Taylor DeBoo, Eli Franks, Ethan Orr, Blake Jones, Mia 
George, Taylor Adams, Robbie Underwood.  Middle Row: Brianna Kimmel, Zebb 
Leal, Janelle Sica, Emily Weber, Emma Fundum, Curtis Ware, Kennedy Jones.  Front 
Row: Lucas Harrington, Jack Campbell, Toby Van Scoder, Elijah Mason, Reagan 
Overmeyer, Paige Ryan, Keely Parsell.

5th Grade Spelling Bee Winners Move On
 Congratulations to Megan 
Sheeks for winning the 5th grade el-
ementary spelling bee which was held 
on January 16  in the elementary caf-
eteria.  Alisa Matsuo was the runner- 
up and will act as an alternate for the 
Hancock County Spelling Bee which 
is scheduled for Thursday, February 
6, 2013, at 7:00 P.M. at Glenwood 
Middle School in Findlay.  Congratula-
tions girls and good luck to Megan at 
the County Spelling Bee!

Megan Sheeks and Alisa Matsuo

Humane Society Art Contest
 On January 11, 2014, the Han-
cock County Humane Society host-
ed its second Art Contest in con-
junction with its annual Pancake 
Breakfast.  Van Buren Elementary 
students were invited to participate.  
During art class, students discussed 
how art could be used to help oth-
ers.  They discussed how featuring 
homeless animals in their artwork 
could spread awareness and hope-
fully find a home for these animals.  
Out of all of the entries that were 
collected, two Van Buren Elementa-
ry students were chosen to receive 
awards.  Congratulations to Olivia Sterling and Tori Schroeder for winning awards 
in their age group!  Both students earned a gift certificate and the honor of repre-
senting Van Buren Elementary School!

Olivia's Artwork Tori's Artwork

January – Back Row: Andrew Parsell, Cate Cavera, Skylar Deerwester, Kennedy 
Rader, Treyton Still, YaZmeen Nguyen, Peyton Sendelbach, Carter Oates.  Middle 
Row: Sara Martin, Faith Smith, Rylee Johnson Hannah Kim, Jake Bishop, Nathan 
Curry,  Kennedy Van Scoy, Rebecca Betts, Darion Greer.  Front Row: Arrianna 
Shafer, Andrew Puperi, Agnishekhar Basu-Sarkar, Josylin Hunt, Carrie Eddington, 
Rohan Butler, George Henry, Jazmyn Swartz.
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Set Designers
 Fourth and fifth grade students worked diligently leading up to the Van Buren 
Elementary School Musical, “A Bugz Christmas.”  In art class, fourth and fifth grade 
students studied how art and music are tied together and different careers that in-
corporate both disciplines.  They focused on how artists design and create sets for 
plays, operas, and musicals.  This year the fourth and fifth grade students became 
set designers themselves!  Each fourth and fifth grade student had a part in creat-
ing the props for this year’s elementary school Musical.  The students worked in 
groups to paint larger-than-life insects that decorated the auditorium.  Thank you 
to the fourth and fifth grade students for doing an excellent job collaborating and 
sharing their artistic talent in order to benefit the musical production!  Additionally, 
a special thanks goes out to Jac & Do’s Pizza of Findlay for generously providing 
cardboard for the creation of the bug props.

A Bugz Christmas
 There were bugs everywhere.  They were in the lobby and in the auditorium!  
Everyone was buzzing about the second and third grade musical, "A Bugz Christ-
mas" on Monday, December 16 directed by Ms. Darci Van Vlerah.  It seems the 
Termites were going to eat the Christmas tree and there would be a tree without 
lights for Christmas.  Everyone was upset: the Asian Beetles, the Boll Weevil, the 
Bumblebees, Crickets, Dragonflies, Fireflies, Fleas, Glowworm, Grasshoppers, 
Hornets, Ladybugs, Butterflies, Soldier Beetles, Mosquitoes, Wood Ticks, Yellow 
Jackets, and Houseflies.  Finally, the Queen Bee enlisted the help of the Fireflies 
to use their lights to light the tree.  Everyone forgave the Termites and let them 
join in the Christmas celebration.  The Praying Mantis saw the beautiful tree and 
said "Amen!"  The snappy music and colorful costumes wowed the audience and 
started the Christmas season off with a "buzz!"
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Van Buren Senior Class
3 on 3 Basketball Tournament

Tournament Date: Friday. March 7, 2014 
 (alternate date, March 8, if Boys’ Basketball Team is in 
  tournament game)
Time:  6:00 P.M.
Where:  Meet in the High School Gym

The Senior Class 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament will involve students in grades 
9-12 and teachers at Van Buren Local Schools.  (No outside students will be per-
mitted to play).

Teams will consist of 3 randomly selected team members and play by rules set in 
place prior to the tournament.  These rules will be explained in great detail begin-
ning at 5:30 P.M. on Friday, March 7, 2014, in the high school gymnasium.  The 
cost of participation is $10 per individual.  The deadline to sign up is: Friday, Febru-
ary 28, 2014.

The tournament will be a double elimination with teams broken up into the following 
divisions:
 • Boys/Male Teachers Only Grades 9-12
 • Girls/Female Teachers Only Grades 9-12
 • If not enough girls, there will be co-ed teams

DIVISIONS (check one)

HS Boys/Male Teachers            HS Girls/Female Teachers
                                                     

ROSTER INFORMATION (please print)

Player Name ______________________________________________________

Individual Fee Enclosed (IN ENVELOPE): $ ____________________ checks 
made payable to Van Buren Senior Class.

Print Name ______________________ Signature ________________________

Teams will be randomly selected to encourage participation and limit “stacked” 
teams.  Forms must be turned in to the office by Friday, February 28 at 3:00 P.M.  
Keep in mind that entries will be taken in sets of 3, if the amount of entries is not 
divisible by 3, then the last 1 or 2 entries will be refunded and unable to participate.  
Teachers are eligible to play and must also pay the $10 fee.  Teachers will be in 
the same random poll as the students, so students will have the opportunity to be 
on the same team as teachers.  Team combinations will be released on Tuesday, 
March 4.  Once teams are posted, please meet with your team and come up with 
an appropriate team name.  Email your team name to lschwemley@vbschools.net 
by Thursday, March 6 at 3:00 P.M.  Brackets will be handed out on the night of the 
tournament.  All registration forms and fees should be enclosed in an envelope with 
your name on it and turned in to the office by February 28 at 3:00 P.M.

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament 2014 Waiver/Release
Parents/Guardians Name ____________________________________________

Phone (Home): ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

    PARTICIPANT’S NAME     AGE

 

RELEASE / WAIVER

In consideration for being permitted by Van Buren Local Schools to participate in 
the 3 on 3 basketball tournament, I hereby waive, release, and discharge any and 
all claims for damages, for personal injury, death or property damage which I may 
have, or which may hereafter accrue to me, as a result of participation in the said 
activity. This release is intended to discharge in advance Van Buren Local Schools 
and employees from any and all liability arising out of or connected in any with 
the my participation in this activity, even though that liability may arise out of neg-
ligence or carelessness on the part of the persons or entities mentioned above. It 
is understood that this activity involves an element of risk and danger of accidents 
and knowing those risks I hereby assume those risks.

PARENT CONSENT: (to be signed by parent/guardian, even for those students 18 
years of age or older)

Sign here: ________________________________________________________

I hereby consent that myself/my son/daughter _____________________________ 
may participate in the 3 on 3 basketball tournament, and I hereby execute the 
above agreement, waiver and release on his/her behalf. I state that said student is 
physically able to participate in said activity. I hereby agree to indemnify and hold 
harmless the persons and entities mentioned above free and harmless from any 
loss, liability, damage, cost, or expense which may incur as a result of death or any 
injury or property damage that said student may sustain while participating in said 
activity. 

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT, WAIVER, AND RELEASE AND 
FULLY UNDERSTAND, ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE TO ITS CONTENTS. I AM 
AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT BETWEEN 
MYSELF AND VAN BUREN LOCAL SCHOOLS AND I SIGN IT OF MY FREE WILL. 

Student Signature ________________________________ Date _____________

email (required)
Print neatly please

Visit Van Buren Local School at our website
www.vbschools.net
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Dodgeball Tournament Information
Ninth Annual Van Buren 

Black Knight Dodgeball Tournament
********ALUMNI TEAMS BEING ACCEPTED*******

Friday, March 14, 2014
Registration – See below for details

Games begin @ 5:00/6:00 P.M.
Meet in the high school cafeteria

 The ninth annual Van Buren Dodgeball Tournament will involve students in 
grades 6-12 at Van Buren Local Schools. (No outside students will be permitted 
to play.)
 Teams will consist of 5 team members and play by the rules and regulations of  
the National Amateur Dodgeball Association.  The cost of participation is $10 per 
individual or $50 per team.  The deadline to sign up is: Wednesday, March 5, 
2014.
 The tournament will be a double elimination with teams broken up into the fol-
lowing divisions:
 • Boys Only Grades 9-12 - registration begins at 5:00, play begins at 6:00 P.M.
 • Girls Only Grades 9-12 - registration begins at 5:00, play begins at 6:00 P.M.
 • Middle School Co-Ed (must consist of a ratio of at least two boys) - regis-  
  tration begins at 4:30, play begins at 5:00 P.M.
 • Alumni/Community/Teachers (No requirements) - registration begins at 5:30, 
  play begins at 6:30 P.M.

AGE DIVISIONS (check one)
HS Boys            HS Girls             MS Co-Ed          Alumni/Teachers/Community 
                                
    

ROSTER INFORMATION (please print)

Team Name: ______________________________________________________

Captain’s Name:(1)________________________ Email:______________________

Team Members: (2)_____________________ (3)__________________________

   (4)______________________ (5)_________________________

FILL OUT AND SIGN ROSTER INFORMATION WAIVER ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THIS PAGE.

Make checks payable & mail to:
Van Buren High School
C/O Eric L. Heitkamp 
217 South Main Street
Van Buren, OH 45889

Individual / Team Fee Enclosed: $ ____________________ 

Print Name_____________________________________________ 

Signature ______________________________________________

Van Buren Dodgeball 2014 Waiver/Release
Parents/Guardians Name ______________________________________________

Phone (Home): ______________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________
 
             __________________________________________________________

 PARTICIPANT’S NAME         AGE

RELEASE / WAIVER
 In consideration for being permitted by Van Buren Local Schools to participate 
in the ninth annual Dodgeball tournament, I hereby waive, release, and discharge 
any and all claims for damages, for personal injury, death or property damage which 
I may have, or which may hereafter accrue to me, as a result of participation in the 
said activity. This release is intended to discharge in advance Van Buren Local 
Schools and employees from any and all liability arising out of or connected in any 
way with my participation in this activity, even though that liability may arise out of 
negligence or carelessness on the part of the persons or entities mentioned above. 
It is understood that this activity involves an element of risk and danger of accidents 
and knowing those risks I hereby assume those risks.

PARENT CONSENT: (to be signed by parent/guardian, even for those students 
18 years of age or older.)

Sign here: _________________________________________________________

 I hereby consent that my son/daughter/myself _____________________________ 
may participate in the ninth annual Dodgeball tournament, and I hereby execute the 
above agreement, waiver and release on his/her behalf. I state that said student is 
physically able to participate in said activity. I hereby agree to indemnify and hold 
harmless the persons and entities mentioned above free and harmless from any 
loss, liability, damage, cost, or expense which may incur as a result of death or any 
injury or property damage that said student may sustain while participating in said 
activity.
 It is understood that there is to be no consumption of drugs or alcohol or being 
under the influence of drugs and alcohol on school property.
 Those found under the influence are subject to disqualification, non-refund of 
entrance fees and will be removed from the event and property.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT, WAIVER, AND RELEASE AND 
FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS CONTENTS. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE 
OF LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT BETWEEN MYSELF AND VAN BUREN LOCAL 
SCHOOLS, AND I SIGN IT OF MY OWN FREE WILL. 

Student/Alumni Signature ____________________________ Date _____________ 

email (required)
Print neatly please
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Van Buren local school
2014 - 2015 School Calendar

August 15 Friday Teachers and Staff Meetings
August 18 Monday First Day for Students 
August 27 - 29 Wed., Thurs. & Friday No School - Hancock County Fair
September 1 Monday No School - Labor Day
September 2 Tuesday School Resumes
October 13 Monday  No School for Students - Teacher Professional Day

October 24 Friday End of 1st 9 weeks
November 24 Monday  No School - Teacher In-Service
November 24 & 25 Monday & Tuesday  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
     (Monday evening, all day Tuesday and Tuesday evening) No School for students Monday through Friday
November 26, 27, & 28 Wed., Thurs. & Friday No School - Thanksgiving Vacation
December 19 Friday  No School for Students - Teacher Professional Day

December 22 - January 2 Monday through Friday Christmas Break
January 5 Monday School Resumes
January 16 Friday End of 1st Semester - (End of 2nd 9 weeks)
January 19 Monday No School - Martin Luther King Day
February 13 Friday  No School for Students - Teacher Professional Day

February 16 Monday No School - President’s Day
March 20 Friday End of 3rd 9 weeks
March 27 Friday  No School for Students - TTeacher Professional Day

March 30 - April 3 Monday - Friday No School - Spring Break
May 24 Sunday Graduation
May 25 Monday No School - Memorial Day
May 29 Friday Last day for Students - End of 2nd Semester
June 1 Monday Teacher Work Day

Calamity/Weather Make-Up Days - To Be Determined

Interim Schedule
Wednesday, September 24
Wednesday, December 3
Wednesday, February 18
Wednesday, April 22

9-Weeks Grading Period
Aug. 18 — Oct. 24 = 45 days
Oct. 27 — Jan. 16 = 44 days
Jan. 20 — March 20 = 42 days
March 23 — May 29 = 43 days

Preschool Openings Available 
for 2014-2015 School Year
 Preschool classes for special needs students 
have been available to our students for several 
years.
 Enrollment in the preschool class as a special 
needs student requires screening to establish 
the presence of developmental delays or other 
special needs.  The Hancock County Educational 
Service Center will hold a county screening for 3 
and 4 year old children for whom there may be 
concerns in the areas of gross or fine motor skills, 
speech-language or conceptual development in 
May.  Please watch for more information about 
registering for this screening in March or April.
 These special needs classes have provisions 
to include a limited number of “typical developing” 
students also.  This number is 12 students for the 
2014-2015 school year.  A typically developing 
preschooler would be described as any 3 or 4 year 
old child who is developing appropriately (socially, 
physically, and verbally) according to their age.  
These children will serve as peer role models 
for the children in our program who have special 
needs.  Currently, tuition for “typical students” is 
$85 per month.
 Parents interested in enrolling their child 
for participation in the “typical” program should 
complete an application by March 14, 2014.  Not 
all children will be accepted.  Only 12 typical 
students will be placed in the  preschool for next 
year.  Please contact the elementary secretary, 
Mrs. Murphy, or the preschool teacher, Mrs. Shelly 
Barger, bargerm@hancockesc.org if interested at 
419-299-3416.

Waiver Days have been 
scheduled for Teacher Inser-
vice meetings.  Students will 
not attend school these days.  

Please mark your 
calendar with the 

following date:
Friday, February 14, 2014  •  

Friday, March 28, 2014

Attn: Parents/Guardians
If your child(ren)'s workbook and classroom fees have not been 
paid, please take care of this obligation as soon as possible.  If you 
have questions concerning this matter, please contact the office.
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Music Booster News School News

 Matthew Wilkins, a Van Buren senior, 
was selected to sing in the All-State Choir 
which will perform at the Ohio Music 
Education Association’s Professional 
Development Conference in Columbus 
on February 8, 2014.  The selection places 
him among the best singers in Ohio.  The 
choir will perform several challenging 
pieces including Handel’s, "Spread Thy 
Voice Around" and "Sensamaya" by Sid 
Robinovitch.  They will be conducted by 
Karen Kennedy, Director of Choral Stud-
ies at the University of Miami.
 Over 400 students auditioned for the 
choir this year. Wilkins is a member of 
Van Buren’s Varsity Choir, Men’s Chorus, 
Band and The Association show choir.

OMEA District III Honors Festival Choir
 Fifteen Van Buren High School vocal students were selected to participate in the 
Ohio Music Education Association’s District III Honors Festival Choir.  They joined 
other top vocal students from Allen, Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Mercer, Paulding, 
Putnam, and Van Wert counties for the January performance at the Niswonger 
Performing Arts Center in Van Wert.

OMEA District III Honors Festival Band
 A.J. Arriaga performed in the Ohio Music Education Association’s District III 
Honor’s Festival 
Band in January.  
He was selected 
by audition to par-
ticipate in the group, 
which performed 
the world premier of 
"Light the Fuse" by 
Daniel Montoya Jr., 
who was in atten-
dance at rehears-
als and the perfor-
mance.  The group 
was conducted this 
year by Dr. Richard 
Fisher of Concordia 
University. 

Congratulations Matthew Wilkins  –  All-State Choir

 The following students will represent Van Buren Middle School at the 
OMEA District III Honors Choir and Band Festival on Saturday, March 8, 2014, 
at Wapakoneta High School: Choir – Lydia Reineke, Lisa Simmons, Brendon 
Ring, Matthew Iliff; and Band – Maria Trusty (clarinet), Graham Anderson (alto 
sax), Austin Hutchison (trombone), Mike Rinebolt (baritone sax).
 They will attend an evening rehearsal on Friday, March 7 at Wapakoneta, 
a morning rehearsal on Saturday, March 8, and the concert that afternoon at 
3:00 P.M.
 Guest conductors will be:  Choir, Sandra Frey Stegman, BGSU;  Band, Dr. 
Galen Karricker, University of Akron.

Elk’s Club Hoop Shoot
 Congratulations to Blake Jones, Reese Recker, Jake Bishop, and Sasha Busey.  
These hoopsters won the Van Buren Hoop Shoot Competition and represented 
our school at the University of Findlay on 
Wednesday, January 8, at the District Elk’s 
Club Hoop Shoot Competition.  Sasha was 
runner-up in her age division, and Jake won 
his age division, making 22 out of 25 free 
throws!  This qualified Jake for the Regional 
Competition, also held at the University of 
Findlay.
 On Sunday, January 12, Jake competed 
against kids from all over Northwest Ohio 
for the chance to go to Columbus for the 
State Competition.  Jake made 18 of 25 free 
throws in a close battle to win 2nd place in 
Regionals.  Congratulations, Jake!
 Also, congratulations and a big thank 
you to all of the elementary students who 
participated in the contest during Physical 
Education!

All are welcome ~ Join us 
every Monday morning at 8:00 a.m.

at the Van Buren United Methodist Church

Experience the joy of replacing anxiety with 
peace and hope when you pray for your

 children with other moms.
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February & March Menu/Calendar

Regular Print - 
Elementary Menu 
(K-5)

Italicized Print - 
MS & HS Menu 
(6-12)

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 23 24 25 26 27 28 1

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

MARCH

NO SCHOOL

President's  Day 

•Hamburgers, Tater 
Rounds, Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, Tater 
Rounds, Fruit, Milk

MS Boys Basketball @ CR Invite,  
   5:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 313 -  7:00 P.M.,  
  Allen Twp. Center

**Menu subject to 
change**

•Beef Burriots, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk
•Macaroni & Cheese, 
Broccoli, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit, Milk

•Lasagna, Green Beans, 
Garlic Toast, Fruit, Milk
•Spaghetti w/Meat 
Sauce, Green Beans, 
Garlic Toast, Fruit, 
Milk

Varsity Boys Basketball @ Pandora  
   Gilboa
Var Wrestling @ Sectional  
              Tournament, Carey HS

Music Boosters - 7:00 P.M., Fine  
    Arts Wing

•Tomato Soup, Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich, Fruit, 
Milk
•Beefy Nachos, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk

This institute is an 
equal opportunity pro-
vider and employer.

HC Music Festival Rehearsal @  
   LBHS, 8:30  AM - 2:30 PM

FFA Appreciation Brealfast,  
   HS Cafeteria, 7:00 A.M.
Varsity Boys Basketball w/ 
  Kalida (Senior Night)
Var Wrestling @ Sectional  
   Tournament, Carey HS
MS Boys Basketball @ CR Invite,  
   10:00 AM
Hancock County Music Festival  
  Rehearsal @ McComb High  
         School, 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Waiver Day for 
Teacher Work Day

NO SCHOOL 
for students

Var Girls Basketball w/Riverdale
Board of Education mtg,  
  7:00 PM, Community Rm

Waiver Days have been scheduled for Teacher Inservice meetings.  
Students will not attend school these days.  

Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

Friday, February 14, 2014  •  Friday, March 28, 2014

•Macaroni & Cheese, 
Broccoli, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit, Milk
•Taco Salad, Corn 
Chips, Fruit, Milk

•Sloppy Joe Sandwich, 
French Fries, Fruit, Milk
•Pizza, Tossed Salad, 
Fruit, Milk

•Pizza, Tossed Salad w/
Ranch Dressing, Fruit, 
Milk
•Beef & Noodles, 
Mashed Potatoes, Din-
ner Roll, Fruit, Milk

•Chicken Nuggets, 
Mashed Potatoes w/
Chicken Gravy, Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Breast Sand-
wich, French Fries, 
Fruit, Milk

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Var Wrestling @ District  
   Tournament, BGSU-Stroh Center
Twinsburg Northcoast Show  
   Choir Competition @ Twinsburg  
   High School, TBAVar Wrestling @ District  

   Tournament, BGSU-Stroh Center

Hancock County 
Music Festival
3:00 P.M. at

McComb High School
Freshman Boys Basketball @ Lima  
   Central Catholic

•Pepperoni & Cheese 
Breadstixs, Mixed 
Vegetables, Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk

•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk
•Sausage Gravy over 
Biscuits, Green Beans, 
Fruit, Milk

•Mini Corn Dogs, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk
•Beef Ravioli, Corn, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit, Milk

•Hamburger Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, Corn, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit, Milk
•Mini Corn Dogs, 
French Fries, Fruit, 
Milk

•Spaghetti w/Meat 
Sauce, Green Beans, 
Garlic Toast, Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Nuggets,  
Mashed Potatoes w/
Chicken Gravy, Fruit, 
MilkBoys Basketball Sectional Semi- 

   Finals @ Defiance HS, TBA
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 P.M., Allen Twp. Center

Lunch Prices:
K-5 $2.00
6-12 $2.25
Adult $2.75
Milk $0.50
Sandwich $1.65
French Fries $1.50
Ice Cream $0.80

Academic Boosters - 7:00 P.M.,  
   Home Resourse Management  
   Classroom 121

Var Wrestling @ State 
   Tournament, OSU Columbus
Fairfield Crystal Classic Show  
  Choir Competition @ Fairfield High  
  School, TBA
Special Olympics Basketball  
   Tournament, 8:30 AM

Boys Basketball Sectional Finals @  
   Defiance HS, TBA
Var Wrestling @ State Tourn,  
   OSU Columbus
VBPTO Bakery Bakery Bingo and  
   Art Auction, 6:30 PM

Var Wrestling @ State 
   Tournament, OSU Columbus

Boys Basketball Sectional Semi- 
   Finals @ Defiance HS, TBA

•Salsbury Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Beef Gravy, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit, Milk
•BBQ Rib Sandwich, 
Tater Rounds, Fruit, 
Milk

•Tacos, Corn, Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Sandwich, Fruit, Milk

•Cheese Pizza, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk
•Pizza, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk

•French Toast Stix, Eggs, 
Hash Browns, Orange, 
Milk
•Hamburger Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans, Fruit, 
Milk

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 P.M., Allen Twp. Center

•Ham, Green Beans, & 
Potato Soup, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit, Milk
•Pepperoni & Cheese 
Breadstixs, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk

Boys Basketball District Finals  
   @ BGSU, TBA
MS District III OMEA Honors  
  Band/Choir Festival @  
  Wapakoneta HS, 
  Rehearsal, 10:00 AM,  
  Performance, 3:00 PM
2nd Annual 3-on-3 Basketball  
   Tournament, 6:00 PM (alternate  
   date)

Boys Basketball District Finals  
   @ BGSU, TBA
MS District III OMEA Honors Band/ 
 Choir Festival rehearsal,  
  Wapakoneta HS, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
2nd Annual 3-on-3 Basketball  
   Tournament, 6:00 PM

BVC Winter Senior Banquet , 
   6:30 PM
Athletic Boosters - 7:00 P.M., 
   Community Room

Boys Basketball District Semi- 
   Finals @ BGSU, TBASpecial Olympics Basketball  

   Tournament, 8:30 AM

OGT Testing, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Music Boosters - 7:00 P.M., Fine  
   Arts Wing

•Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Hot Dog Sandwich, Fruit, 
Milk
•Vegetable Beef Soup, 
Grilled Cheese Sand-
wich, Fruit, Milk

•Fish Nuggets, Tater 
Rounds, Fruit, Milk
•Tuna & Noodles, Peas 
& Carrots, Dinner 
Roll, Fruit, Milk

•Chicken Breast Sandwich, 
Baked Beans, Fruit, Milk
•Hamburger Macaroni, 
Green Beans, Garlic 
Toast, Fruit, Milk

•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk

•Turkey Gravy over 
Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Dinner Roll, Fruit, 
Milk
•Sweet & Sour Chicken, 
Rice, Mixed Vegetables, 
Fruit, Milk

OGT Testing, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Boys Basketball Regional Semi- 
   Finals, TBA
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 P.M., Allen Twp. Center

District III OMEA Large Group  
   Contest, TBA

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins, 
Spring Ahead OGT Testing, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Elem Wax Museum, 6:15 PM
Board of Education meeting,  
  7:00 P.M., Community Rm

OGT Testing, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Boys Basketball Regional Finals 
   Tournament, TBA
9th Annual Dodgeball Tourney, HS  
   Gym, 5:00 PM
District III OMEA Large Group  
               Contest, TBA

OGT Testing, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM


