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Message from the Superintendent
 It is hard to believe that fall is already upon us.  Football season is half over and 
many other fall sports are into the later stages of their seasons.  First nine-week 
grades will be out before long.
 It was another successful, smooth start to the school year.  As always there 
have been some transportation issues, but I know that the drivers and Mr. Kelley are 
working hard to correct those issues.  The changes to the start and dismiss times 
in both buildings seems to have eased some of the traffic congestion in the morn-
ing and in the afternoons.  Mr. Newcomer, the elementary staff, and the elementary 
parents have been extremely cooperative in following the guidelines which were put 
into place to help alleviate the traffic congestion.  The high school students have 
cooperated in clearing the parking lot to make it more accessible to the elementary 
parents in the afternoons.  Thank you to the elementary parents for their suggestions 
and to all the drivers who are following the guidelines and making this plan work.
 I hope that all of you have been able to go to the Ohio Department of Education 
website and review our state report cards that came out in late August.  The set up 
is completely different from past years.  You can access our information at http://
education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/Accountability-Resources.  As usual, we ranked 
very high in some of the traditional categories carried over from the old report card 
to the new.  Likewise we scored well in most of the new categories.
 Value-added appears to be our area of greatest concern.  This area may also be 
one of the hardest for us to show improvement.  Value-added reflects the amount of 
learning that each individual student made from one year to the next in core subject 
areas such as math and language arts.  Basically if a child performs at a certain 
level in reading in a particular grade, then the next year they must perform at that 
same level in the next grade just to be considered average, which equates to a C 
grade on the new report card.  Under this type of set up, there is much more room 
for growth from one year to the next at schools that have low performing students as 
compared to schools with very high performing students whose margin for increase is 
much more limited.  With passage rates near 99% in both 3rd and 4th grade reading, 
the opportunity to show growth is much more restricted.  This reflects in the case 
of our school, especially when you check the state rankings in gifted education and 
see that we are rated 30th in the state.
 Much of the report card data is subjective and as the state adapts and adjusts 
the criteria, rankings and scores will fluctuate for the next couple of years.  However, 
the data is a good tool for our teachers and administrators as we can look at the 
data and determine if there is a legitimate problem that dictates a change in our 
curriculum and methods, or is it a method of reporting that we need to adjust to ac-
curately reflect  how our school and students are performing.  Either way, our goal 

is to strive to make adjustments and improvements until we can call ourselves a 
top 10, straight A school meeting the needs of each and every one of our students.  
Our principals and teachers will, as they have always done in the past, discover and 
make the necessary adjustments.
 I would like to remind each of you to go to the polls in November to vote.  The 
Van Buren Schools has a 6-mill renewal levy on the November ballot.  This levy is 
a renewal levy and does not represent any new taxes for the residents of the Van 
Buren district.  The levy was first approved in 1994, and has been renewed for 5 
year increments since that time.  4.5 mills of this levy are for the general operating 
funds of the district, and 1.5 mills are for permanent improvements.  
 The permanent improvement funds have been used to replace roofs, purchase 
maintenance and transportation equipment, technology, repair buildings, repair 
grounds, replace bleachers, and make energy saving capital improvements.  Every 
dollar that this fund raises allows the board to save that much money in the general 
operating budget allowing us to put more dollars into the classroom.  Without this 
levy, some repairs would have to wait and students would have to wait longer to get 
necessary curriculum and classroom supplies.
 Our budget continues to get tighter and tighter each school year.  This past 
school year was the first time in eight years that the district spent more money than 
it took in.  While this deficit spending was small, without strong fiscal planning and 
management, we would have been deficit spending several years earlier and at a 
much higher rate.  We will continue to make decisions and adjustments to remain 
fiscally strong for as long as possible.  Without the renewal of this levy, severe and 
dramatic changes would be necessary to keep the budget balanced.
 Remember the Van Buren Schools when you go to the polls in November.  Don’t 
forget to take advantage of the early, absentee voting option.  The residents of the 
Van Buren School District have been strong supporters of their school in the past 
and I am confident that you will continue to do so in the future.

Waiver Days have been scheduled for Teacher Inservice 
meetings.  Students will not attend school these days.  
Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

Monday, Nov. 25, 2013  •  Friday, Dec. 20, 2013
Friday, Feb. 14, 2014  •  Friday, March 28, 2014
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VB Welcomes New Teachers & Staff

Lynn Benschoter
 Lynn is the new elementary moni-
tor.  She grew up in Cygnet and lives 
in Bowling Green.  She is a graduate of 
Elmwood High School.  Lynn has three 
children, Shawn, Chris and Matt, and six 
grandchildren.  She loves spending time 
with the family especially when it involves 
the grandkids.  She and her husband  
camp at Pleasantview campground in 
the summertime and enjoy having their 
grandkids come to spend time with them.  
Lynn also enjoys being around children 
even though they are not her own!

Ashley Gabel
 Ashley is the new Assistant Treasurer/
Payroll.  She graduated from Elmwood 
High School, and lives in the Wayne area 
with her husband, Adam.  Ashley has a 
photography business, and enjoys play-
ing in volleyball leagues year-round. 

Kate Hartwig
 Kate is very happy to be the new 8th 

grade science teacher and to also oversee 
the 8th grade Expeditions in US History 
course.  Before becoming a teacher she 
earned a BS in Adventure Recreation and 
Outdoor Education from Ohio University.  
With this degree she worked in the challenge 
course industry building high and low ropes 
courses and training facilitators.  She also 
led backpacking trips and coached Toledo 
St. Francis de Sales’ rowing team.  Having 
such a strong background in outdoor edu-
cation, Kate feels that a hands-on, active 
education based in the local community is 
paramount to student success!  After earn-
ing her MEd  in Middle Grades education 
from the University of Toledo, she accepted 
a position at The Graham Expeditionary 
Middle School in Columbus.  However, her 
husband Dave works as an English lecturer 
for Ohio State Lima, and with the long com-
mute from Columbus, he is also happy for 
Kate’s new position with Van Buren!  She 
and Dave live in Findlay with their one year 
old daughter, Millie, and cat, Calliope.

Ryan Hite 
 Ryan is beginning his first year as Di-
rector of Athletics/Facilities.  He has spent 
10 years coaching at both the high school 
and collegiate levels.  Ryan has coached at 
Findlay High School, North Baltimore High 
School, Ohio Northern University, and Gal-
laudet University (Washington, DC).  Most 
recently, he was an assistant coach for the 
Black Knight football program.  An alumnus 
of Findlay High School, Ryan graduated 
from Denison University with Bachelors of 
Art in Political Science and Religion.  While at 
Denison, he was a seven-year letter-winner 
in football and baseball.  Ryan currently 
resides in Findlay.

Pam Shoemaker
 Pam joins Van Buren as am elemen-
tary monitor.  She and her husband, Dick 
live in the McComb area.  They are both 
retired.  He retired from Kohls Distribution 
and Pam retired from Blanchard Valley 
Hospital.  They have a son, daughter, four 

No School - 
Teacher Inservice

Monday, 
October 14, 2013

grandchildren and one great-grandson.  
Their son, Brian, and two grandchildren, 
Austin and Amber, live in the Toledo area 
where they play for Springfiled.  Their 
daughter, Kerri lives in McComb with 
her two children, Noah and Cody.  Noah 
plays for the McComb Panthers.  Pam 
and her husband enjoy going to all the 
school functions.  They are also planning 
a mission trip to Haiti with their church in 
November, and are planning to do some 
more traveling at a later date.

Brent Yunker
 Brent is the new Technology Assis-
tant to Matt Bostdorff.  Brent grew up in 
Findlay, and moved to Bowling Green 
after graduating high school in 1999 to 
pursue a degree in Computer Science.  
While at BGSU he worked with the Resi-
dential Computing Connection staffing the 
campus computer labs.  He also worked 
with ResNet, which ensured incoming 
students could connect to the campus 
network.  He moved back into Findlay 
after marrying his wonderful wife Sara, 
who has been a barber at the Rustic Razor 
for the past 10 years.  Brent is thankful 
for the opportunity to serve the learning 
community, and pursue his passion for 
technology at Van Buren.

Preview Night
presented by

The Association

Wednesday, October 23, 2013 
at 8:30 PM

Van Buren Auditorium
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5 years of Service - Tricia Basinger, Wendy Sunderman, Ashley Long.

10 years of Service - Jamie Travoli, Sally McKinley, Lisa McIntosh, Kim Greer, Cindy 
Colgate, Matt Bostdorff.

Congratulations to the following teachers and staff who 
were recognized at the Teacher/Staff Work Day at the 
beginning of the school year.  The day began with a 
breakfast and then followed with special recognitions 
and meetings.

15 years of Service - Brian Bratt, Chris Kniss.
25 years of Service -  Lynnette Griffith, Dana Patterson, Kathy Wasson.

Follow the 
Van Buren 

Yearbook on 
Twitter 

for all of the 
latest yearbook 

updates and 
pictures!  

@VBYearbook

Orchestra for School Musical Being Formed
 Members of the Van Buren community are invited to be part of the pit orchestra 
for the school musical which will be presented the weekend of March 21-22, 2014.  
The instrumentation needed includes:  flute/piccolo, clarinet, bass clarinet, oboe, 
French horn, Trumpet I, Trumpet II, Trombone, Violin I, Violin II, Viola (divisi), Cello 
(divisi), string bass, piano, acoustic guitar, percussion.
 Rehearsals will begin February 26.  Production week will be March 16-22, 
2014.  If interested, or need more information, contact Mr. Eakin at 419-299-3221 
(band office) or via e-mail at reakin@vbschools.net.

Teacher Inservice – No School for students only
Monday, November 25, 2013

Thanksgiving Break – No School
 Tuesday - Friday

November 26 - 29, 2013
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VBMS Marks 9/11 by Thanking First Responders
 On Wednesday, September 11, VBMS students and staff commemorated the 
twelfth anniversary of the terrorist attacks with a moment of silence at 8:45 a.m.  
A brief announcement discussed the events of 9/11.  Our current middle school 
students were either not yet born, or 1-2 years of age in 2001.  Thus, connecting 
their lives to this tragedy can be difficult.  Our social studies classes discussed the 
events of 9/11/01 and during homebase period, students made thank you cards for 
first responders, which were delivered to the various local agencies.  

Eighth Grade Students Dive into Inquiry Project
 It all begins with a question.   What makes something float?  What is my mom’s 
family geneology?  When and why was the dam at Van Buren State Park lake con-
structed?
 VBMS eighth grade students put scientific thinking to the test with their inquiry 
projects.  Students began with a question, made an hypothesis, then collected evi-
dence through observations, interviews, and research.  
 Maria Trusty learned about “Before I Die…” walls.  These reflective, interactive 
public art installations can be found around the world - from Boston to Brno, Czech 
Republic.  There are even some at Van Buren Middle School.  Maria was hoping to 
capitalize on the energy in downtown Findlay and make this a reality in her hometown.  
She encountered obstacles, which forced her to find different methods.  Maria has 
learned more about the web of government and access to local officials.
 Occassionally seeing a red fox around his house, Josh Bresler wonders if they 
are native to our area of Ohio.  What do they eat?  What is their normal habitat? 
Josie Masters wants to know how she can have an impact on her local community.  
Working with Chopin Hall, Josie is organizing a food drive to address hunger right 
here in her back yard
 Students’ final products can be a recording of an interview, qualitative and 
quantitive observations, and/or research and background information on their topic.  
However, learning more about something about which they have an interest and 
providing a vehicle for curiosity of the goal.

The Van Buren High School
2013 Homecoming Chicken Barbecue

 
 The Van Buren High School 2013 Homecoming Chicken Barbecue spon-
sored by the sophomore class will be held on Friday, October 4, 2013!  It will 
be served prior to the Homecoming game between 4:30 – 6:30 P.M.  The total 
cost of the meal will be $9.00, and will consist of:

 1/2 Barbecued Chicken Cole Slaw Augratin Potatoe
 Dinner Roll Homemade Dessert Beverage

 Take-out orders will also be available. 
 To purchase tickets, contact any sophomore student or contact Mr. 
Heitkamp (419-299-3384, ext. 416) or eheitkamp@vbschools.net.  Limited 
tickets will be available at the door.

 We are looking forward to seeing you there!  The meal is provided by 
Harlan’s BBQ & Catering.

 Your children can access Scho-
lastic BookFlix anywhere there is an 
Internet connection.  This interactive re-
source will help them get excited about 
reading and books, and extends learning 
beyond school hours.  BookFlix includes: 
110 classic video storybooks each paired 
with a related nonfiction eBook. Your 
child can read long with the books or 
view animated picture books. There are 
also educational games and activities 
and safe, age-appropriate web links.
 BookFlix is specifically created to 
support non-readers (beginning and re-
luctant).  Explore it with your child.  User-
name and password are necessary for 

home access. We cannot publish them but they can be obtained from your child’s 
teacher, Mrs. Winkle in the Elementary library, or Mrs. Teaman (MS/HS library).
 Infohio has also expanded its offerings from World Book this year. Early World 
of Learning provides resources for preschoolers and children in the early grades. 
World Book Kids offers easy to read articles and activities 
for young students. World Book Student is suited for stu-
dents  in the middle grades. World Book Advanced is a high 
school resource and World Book Academic (new this year), 
is suitable for high school, college students, and adults.
 Access all Infohio resources at www.infohio.org.  
They’re free for all Ohio students, parents and caregivers, 
and educators.

Louise Teaman
lteaman@vbschools.net

Dear Coaches and Members of the Van Buren Soccer Team,
 Thank you so much for all of your help with the food pantry.  Your 
efforts were greatly appreciated.  We had over 10,000 pounds of food 
and a large crowd  to serve.  You all worked hard and I appreciated 
your great attitudes and how polite you were.
 With your help we were able to hand out food to 229 families and 
that represents 811 people.
 I will look forward to working with you again.  Thanks for being 
a partner with Chopin  Hall and the First Presbyterian Church  to help 
feed the hungry.
 Sincerely,
 
 Becky Baratta
 Chopin Hall, Mobile Food Pantry Coordinator
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• Seniors need to get their college applications in by December 1.  Many of the 
colleges and universities have their scholarship deadlines at that time also.  If 
students are taking the October ACT testing, they can wait to send in applications 
until we have those results in the middle of November.  If not, they should send 
their college applications in at any time before December 1.  Seniors are also 
reminded that they must contact the guidance office when sending in college 
applications so I can send in a high school transcript and school forms.

• The school home page has all the updated guidance information, scholarships, 
as well as current news available for viewing.

• The OGT make-up testing will be the week of October 21 for those students who 
still need to pass one or more sections.

• The PSAT/NMSQT will be given to any interested junior on October 16.  The 
cost is $14 and will be given at the high school.  Any interested junior student 
must sign up in the guidance office.

• We will be offering dual-enrollment courses this year for high school and col-
lege credit through Urbana University.  Mr. Obenour will offer college credit for 
those in his AP Government classes, Mr. Heitkamp for those taking Computer 
Applications I and II, and Mr. Vennekotter for those taking Psychology.  For more 
information contact the guidance office.

Van Buren High School/Middle School Guidance

The Van Buren High School National Honor Society, 
along with Van Buren’s Booster Groups, is sponsoring a 
Senior Citizen Luncheon.  Join us at 10:45 A.M. for a 
concert in the High School Auditorium featuring our High 
School Choir and Marching Band.  A complimentary 
lunch will be served in the Community Room immediately 
following the concert.

You’re Invited!
Tuesday,

October 22, 2013

Senior 
Citizen 

Luncheon

Please RSVP by Tuesday, October 15, 2013, 
by calling the VBHS office (419-299-3384).

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 
back at 2:00 A.M. 

Sunday morning, November 3, 2013.  
Daylight Savings Time ends!

Waiver Days have been scheduled for Teacher Inservice meetings.  
Students will not attend school these days.  

Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

Monday, November 25, 2013  •  Friday, December 20, 2013
Friday, February 14, 2014  •  Friday, March 28, 2014

We’re Going to France!
 Global awareness is more essential than ever for our children, and the best 
way to become globally aware is by traveling abroad.  Experiencing new cultures 
not only opens students’ eyes to the world, it also prepares them for the future.
 More and more colleges and universities are looking for international experi-
ence on students’ applications to set them apart.  Travel isn’t just educational; it’s 
an investment that gives your child an advantage in a competitive world.
 With that in mind, I’m excited to announce that a group of students and teach-
ers from Van Buren High School (as well as Monroeville High School and Norwalk 
High School) are traveling on an educational tour.
 The name of this tour is Grand Tour of France for 12 days this coming summer 
2014.  The tentative departure date is Thursday, June 12, 2014, with a tentative 
return date of Monday, June 23, 2014.
 On this tour, students will experience new cultures and visit important land-
marks such as Paris, Normandy region, Loire Valley, Bordeaux Region, Biarritz, 
Provence, and the French Riviera.
 The tour is operated by EF Educational Tours.  You can learn more online at 
www.eftours.com.  Or contact Neil Bartlett at 419-299-3384, ext. 431 after 3:00 
P.M. or nbartlett@vbschools.net.



Parents/Guardians of SENIORS!!!
 Please remember that your senior and baby pictures are due to Mr. Bratt by 
Friday, November 22, which is the last day of school prior to Thanksgiving break.  If 
there are any issues regarding your ability to turn the pictures in by that date, please 
contact Mr. Bratt (bbratt@vbschools.net).

PEOPLE WHO PURCHASED COPIES OF THE 2013 KNIGHT
 The following alumni need to pick up their copies of the 2013 Knight that they 
ordered: Alex Bleile, Heather Clark, Elijah Cunningham, Cole Halliday, Cheyenne 
Harris, Ashley Lovell, Brady Lucas, Tim Mutchler, Preston Potteiger, Kennedy Rich-
ards, and Jacob Szczublewski.  Please stop to pick those up in the high school office 
at your earliest convenience.
 Thank you again for your support of Van Buren and our yearbook.

Yearbook Orders
 Thank you to all who purchased a copy of the 2013 Knight and Squire.  Last year’s 
staff put in a lot of hard work to create a book that our community can be proud of, and 
this year’s staff is working hard to do the same.
 The 2014 Knight will include the high school and middle school, and the 2014 Squire 
will included elementary events.  The first yearbook sale was held September 30 - October 
4, and has been extended to December 19.  The price for the HS/MS yearbook is $50 
this year.  A student can have his/her name stamped onto the book for $5, and protec-
tive plastic covers can be purchased for $3.  The price for the 2014 Squire (elementary) 
yearbook is $20.  Unfortunately no extras can be purchased with this as it has a soft 
cover.  Another option is if you want both, you can save $10 off the total.  A student 
can fill out the form on this page and give it to his/her teacher (elementary) or give it to 
Mr. Bratt in Room 235.  When your student makes an order, please make sure that if 
he/she is paying by check, the check is made payable to the 2014 Knight and/or 2014 
Squire for the number of books purchased.
 Another purchase option is to buy online.  Simply go to www.vbschools.net, click 
on the Buy a Yearbook button, and follow the on-screen instructions.  If you choose to 
purchase your yearbook(s) using this option, the individual prices are only available ($50 
and $20).  Prices are in effect through December 19.
 The yearbook staff thanks you for your support of the Knight and Squire, and we 
look forward to serving you in the future.  If there are any questions, please contact Mr. 
Bratt, yearbook adviser, at (419) 299-3384 (ext. 407).

Order Form for the 2014 Knight and Squire
Van Buren Elementary, Middle School and High School

Name _______________________________________________________
Grade/Teacher ______________________________ Date _____________

 $50.00 each Price of the 2014 Knight in FULL COLOR (coverage of the  
  middle school and high school)

 $5.00 each Price to have your name put on your yearbook (2014 Knight only)
  Write how you would like your name to appear

   __________________________________________

 $3.00each Plastic protective cover for your book (2014 Knight only)

 $20.00 each Price of the 2014 Squire in FULL COLOR (coverage of the  
  elementary school)

 Please fill out the following form and return it to your teacher (elementary) or 
Mr. Bratt in room 235 (middle and high school).  Thank you, and enjoy your year-
book!

 Quantity Item Price/Unit Total Amount
  2014 Knight $50.00
  Name on Book $5.00
  Plastic Cover $3.00
  2014 Squire $20.00
  2014 Knight & Squire $60.00

Please make all checks payable to:     TOTAL
2014 Knight and/or 2014 Squire.
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Community News

Visit Van Buren Local School at our website
www.vbschools.net

www.vanburenathletics.org

Millstream Farmers 4-H Club
 Millstream Farmers 4-H Club is finishing up another successful year, in which members 
took a variety of projects, completed Community Service to help others and the community 
and participated in countywide activities.  There are over 200 projects available for members 
to choose from and this year members took a variety of projects including cake decorating, 
bottle rockets, shooting sports archery, basic archery, food safety, cooking, ATV safety, sew-
ing, beekeeping, fishing, tractor safety, tree planting, flower gardens, vegetable gardens 
and art.   We also had many members participate in livestock projects taking rabbits, goats, 
geese, chickens, turkeys and dogs.
 Members that placed with their projects at judging that took place in July included Aman-
da Strapp: sewing - Honorable Mention and modeling - Reserve Champion; Eli Franks: Bee-
keeping - Reserve Champion, Fishing - Honorable Mention, and Tractors - Honorable Men-
tion.  Hannah Betts: sewing - Reserve Champion; Ilyeis Franks: Market Day, Greeting Card 
-  Reserve Champion county level and Outstanding of the Day at the State Level.  James 
Koehler: ATV safety - Reserve Champion; Jacob Deiter: Tree planting - Grand Champion at 
the county level and Outstanding of the Day at the State Level.  Mia George: Shooting Sports 
Archery - Honorable Mention; and Ryan Strapp: Bottle Rockets - Honorable Mention.
 Members from the club were also very successful with their animal projects that were 
judged at the county fair in August.  That included Grant Betts winning Reserve Grand 
Champion with his turkey, Jacob Deiter winning Reserve Grand Champion with his meat 
pen of three chickens, and Hailey Lowden winning Grand Champion and Reserve Grand 
Champion with her goats.  Garret Simmermeyer won 5th place in poultry showmanship and 
received the Top Ten Percent Award for his Livestock interview and skill-a-thon.  
 Along with working on projects and taking care of their animals, members were also 
busy throughout the year completing Community Service projects which included planting 
trees, picking up litter, sponsoring a fishing derby, and collecting quarters and laundry soap 
for senior citizens. Each member was required to complete a minimum of two hours of Com-
munity Service and many members had a lot more than that.  Other activities throughout the 
year that members participated in including Officer Training, 4-H camp, workshops, dem-
onstrations, animal quality assurance, showmanship, flower arranging, goat milking, and 
frozen food sales to support club work and county 4-H work.  The club had several educa-
tional speakers at their meetings learning about living with diabetes, first aid, safe use of 
medicines, dog agility, Reptology, and care of small animals.
 The club will end the year with a pizza party/awards banquet in November and will then 
start back up again in February 2014.  Meetings are usually held the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of the month February through May in the Community Room at Van Buren High School at 
6:30 p.m. and then once a month June, July. and August at members’ homes.  Project judging 
takes place in July, livestock interviews are held in August, and animal judging takes place 
during the fair.  4-H is open to all students currently in 3rd grade and 8 years of age through 
18 years old.  Millstream Farmers members include Hailey Lowden, Sierra Lowden, Olivia 
Roberts, Amanda Strapp, Hannah Betts, Jacob Plummer, Eli Franks, Ilyeis Franks, Grant 
Betts, Ryan Strapp, Jacob Deiter, Katarina Koehler, James Koehler, Jill Kaltenbach, Natalee 
Harris, Jessie Lafontaine, Kyle Van Horn, Landon Miller, Mia George, Morgan DeBoo, Taylor 
DeBoo, Garret Simmermeyer, and Nick Simmermeyer.  Advisors for the club include Kathy 
McGrain, Jennifer Strapp, and Chris Allen.  For more information about the county 4-H pro-
gram, please go to the Hancock County website at hancock.osu.edu.  For more information 
about Millstream Farmers 4-H club please contact Kathy McGrain at mcgr2001@frontier.
com or Jen Strapp at Jenniferstrapp@yahoo.com

24th Annual
Van Buren Lion CLuB

appLe Butter Fest & CraFt show
Saturday, October 12, 2013 

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

pLan to Come and spend the day – rain or shine

Van Buren high sChooL
Van Buren, ohio

sponsored By the Van Buren Lions CLuB
any questions CaLL 419-423-9710

inFormation For quiLt show 
any questions CaLL 419-299-3628

Demonstrations     • Apple Butter
Entertainment  •  Variety of Food

Children's Activities
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 Due to safety laws, we must account for all visitors.  If you will be attending 
Knights’ Fest, please list the names of all visitors and bring this ticket with you to 
turn in at the “Pre-Signed” table in the auditorium lobby.  This will help you avoid a 
long sign-in line.  Thank you!

   ______________________________     _______________________________

   ______________________________     _______________________________

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 Knights’ Fest will only be successful with the help of many parent volunteers.  
Please let your child’s teacher know if you are willing to contribute your talents in 
any way by completing the form below so assignments can be finalized.  Knights’ 
Fest promises to be an adventurous, educational, and fun-filled family experience.  
Come frolic in the “castle.”
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Knights’ Festival 2013
 On Friday, October 25 from 12:30 – 2:30 P.M., the Van Buren 
Elementary will be hosting “Knights’ Fest” in the elementary gym 
and cafeteria.  This activity will be open to all Van Buren Elementary 
students, their parents, younger siblings, and community members.
 This festival will highlight the Middle Ages theme.  We are asking 
that all students dress in a costume that would represent this time 
period instead of dressing in traditional Halloween costumes.  The 
students will wear their costumes to school.   Each grade level will be 
making an item to wear to the festival.  As a parent, you may choose 
for them to wear that one item, or enhance that item with other apparel.  
We ask that students do not bring swords as costume accessories. 
 Below is the list of items children will be making in the classroom:

 Kindergarten: Necklace/Medallion
 First Grade: Hennin hats (girls)/Crowns (boys)
 Second Grade: Wands (girls)/Scepters (boys)
 Third Grade: Pouches
 Fourth Grade: Jester Hats
 Fifth Grade: Felt Sashes (girls)/Drums (boys)

 On the day of Knights’ Fest, the students will be enjoying a medieval luncheon.  
Next, we will be traveling to the auditorium where parents and younger siblings may 
join us for a medieval musical performance by the 4th and 5th grades.  Following the 
performance, everyone will travel to the “castle” for games (located in the gym) and 
crafts (located in the cafeteria).
 Be on the lookout for more information to be sent home closer to Knights’ Fest.
 Please keep the following information in mind as you prepare for the festivities.

• Please allow your child to wear his or her Knights’ Fest costume to school.
• ALL visitors attending Knights’ Fest must sign-in and be issued an entry 

pass before being granted admission to the building.  Please bring the at-
tached sign-in slip on the day of Knights’ Fest to the “Pre-Signed” table in 
the auditorium lobby beginning at 12:15 P.M. to receive your entry pass.  
Blank sign-in slips will be available at the “Sign-In” table in the lobby if you 
forget the one attached.  After the performance in the auditorium, present 
your entry pass at the main entrance of the elementary building to join in 
the merrymaking.

• No swords are allowed.
• Avoid parking near the bus garage and on the driveway from the bus garage  

to the east parking lot.  Parking is available on Main Street and side streets.
• Parade Route:  Students will be circling the island in front of the elemen-

tary building as we did last year.  Please stand along the sidewalk by the 
elementary and high school, leaving a space in front of all elementary and  
auditorium doors for the students to pass through.  If it rains, the parade 
route will exit the main doors of the elementary, go across the stone bridge, 
and enter the doors to the auditorium in the high school.  Visitors may view 
the parade from the sidewalks and driveways adjacent to the route or from 
inside the auditorium.  Please do not try to view the parade from inside the 
elementary building.

• After the performance in the auditorium, please allow students and teachers 
to return to the elementary first.  Guests may follow.  Talk with your child to 
designate a meeting place in the gym or cafeteria.

• No strollers will be permitted in the cafeteria and gym.  There will be stroller 
parking available in the art room.

* * If you have Knights’ Fest costumes that you no 
longer need, the elementary would greatly appre-
ciate your donations to our costume bank. Every 

year we have students that for various reasons do 
not have anything to wear for this special day, so 
we are hoping to keep a small variety of costumes 

here to loan to students in need. * *

I am willing to volunteer for Knights’ Fest between 12:00 P.M. and 
3:00 P.M.

Name: ____________________________  Phone Number: _____________________

Child’s Name:_______________________   Homeroom Teacher: _________________

You will be contacted with your assignment and the time you are needed.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

• There will also be a special area called “Munchkin Village” for siblings and 
children ages 6 and under. 

• If you are picking up your child, you must send a note to your child’s teacher.  
Students may be picked up after the festival at your child’s classroom.  If 
you take your child out of school before the official end of Knight’s Fest, 
you must sign them out in the main office.  DO NOT TAKE YOUR CHILD 
WITHOUT CONSULTING HIS/HER TEACHER.

 We look forward to seeing you!
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Community News
5TH Annual 5K Road Race and 10K Trail Run
Van Buren Boys Soccer Team
When:
Sunday, November 10, 2013, at 2:00 P.M. at the Van Buren Sports Complex 
Allen Township House, 12829 St. Rte. 613, Van Buren, Ohio  45889
Registration:
Pre-registration for the 5K Run/Walk, 10K Trail Run received by October 
28, 2013, is $20 with a long sleeve Tech Tee or $30 with a long sleeve 
performance half-zip.  Online registration available at www.davesrace.com 
A limited number of tech tees and half zips will be available after October 
28, so pre-register early to ensure you get one!
Race Day Registration:
Cost is $25 without a shirt and opens at 12:30 P.M.  Any extra 1/4 zip performance tops or long 
sleeve Tech Tees will be available for sale the day of the race.
Course:
Both races start and finish at the Van Buren Sports Complex and Allen Township House. The 5K 
Road Race and 10K Trail Run through Van Buren State Park begin at 2:00 P.M.  This is a TRUE 
trail fun – tree roots, mud, and all!
Refreshments:
Will be available at the Allen Township House immediately following the race (think indoor 
bathrooms!).
Awards:
Awards will be presented immediately following the completion of the race to the Overall Male/
Female for both the road race and trail run. The top male and female in each age group for both 
races will also receive awards.  Age Divisions are as follows: single digits (9 and under)/10-12/13-
19/20s/30s/40s/50s/60 and over.
MORE INFORMATION? Call Marie Swaisgood at 419-348-2118, swaz11@woh.rr.com 
Make checks payable to Van Buren Athletic Boosters and mail form and entry fee to Jeff Swaisgood 
12715 State Route 613, Van Buren, OH 45889 

CUT HERE – ENTRY FORM MAY BE PHOTOCOPIED, PLEASE PRINT

Name ___________________________Phone (___)________-___________ 
Address_________________________
City/State _____________________  Zip Code __________________ 
Sex  M   F  Age (on 11/10/13) _________               DOB ____________ 
Email _____________________________________________ 
Race:        5K Road Run/Walk Race                 10K Trail Run 
Shirt Size (choose one): 
 $20 Tech Tee Circle Adult Size:   XS   S   M   L   XL    2XL
 $30 Men’s 1/4 Zip Performance Top:   S   M   L   XL    2XL
 $30 Women’s 1/4 Zip Performance Top w/thumb cutout:   S   M   L   XL   2XL   

Participation & Liability Waiver I know that participating in a race is a potentially hazardous activity. I should 
not enter and participate unless I am medically able to do so and properly trained. I assume all risks associated 
with participating in this event, including but not limited to falls; contact with other participants; and the effects 
of weather, traffic, and course conditions, all such risks, being known and understood to me. I am aware that 
medical support for this event will be provided by volunteer personnel who may be called upon to provide 
assistance, including first aid, to me during the event. I authorize any such volunteer to assist me or to perform 
such assistance as, in the opinion of such person, may be necessary or appropriate. I understand that the race 
directors, organizers, and related parties assumes no responsibility or liability with respect to my participation in 
this event. I agree, however to abide by any decision of any race official relative to my ability to safely complete 
the event. I hereby grant permission to use any photographs, motion pictures, videos, recording, or any record 
for this event for legitimate purposes. I agree to abide by the rules of this event information. Having read this 
waiver and knowing these facts and in consideration of your accepting my entry, I, for myself and anyone entitled 
to act on my behalf, do hereby release and hold harmless the race directors, 7

Signed ______________________________________   Date ______________ 
 (Parent or Guardian if participant is under 18)

There will not be a refund of the entry if the race is postponed or cancelled due to weather conditions or any 
other circumstance beyond the control of the Race Director. 

Election Day

Tuesday, November 5, 2013
Don’t forget to Vote!



Music Booster Fair Tent a Fun Fundraiser
 The Music Boosters extend a huge thank you to the more than 200 students, 
parents, staff, alumni and friends who stepped up to make this year’s Hancock 
County Fair food tent a huge success.
 Not only was the event profitable, it was clearly a lot of fun as well.  Everyone 
was very excited about the improvements made to the building by Eagle Scout 
candidate Zach Johns.  Volunteers commented repeatedly about having enjoyed 
the work, despite the unbelievably hot weather and giving up time over a holiday 
weekend.
 “It was so much more fun than I thought it would be!” wrote one student in a 
notebook that was put out for feedback.  “Even though you’re working, you get to 
have fun with your friends!” wrote another.
 Adults also commented that it was great to get to know other parents and to see 
the students working so hard but with smiles on their faces.  “I would do it again for 
sure!” was an often repeated comment.
 Fair-goers voiced their appreciation as well.  Alumni and friends of the school 
love that they can count on the food tent being a place to gather and catch up with 
each other.
 The fair is a challenging fund-raiser for the music boosters because the over-
head costs and the number of volunteers needed are so high.  But the money raised 
at the fair is significant and gives the group a solid start to being able to support the 
music programs at our school for the 2013-2014 school year.
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Music Booster News

Van Buren’s Food Tent was packed during meal times. The most 
popular purchase was our famous chicken and noodles!

Music student Kaitlyn Baer (on right, 
behind the counter) helps out with tea 
and lemonade while Dad Jim, man’s 
the register.

First performance for this year’s Black Knight Marching Band was the annual show 
at the Hancock County Fair.

Friday Night Football began with the Ottawa Hills game, where the home crowd 
was first introduced to the 2013-2014 Black Knight Marching Band!

Zach Johns (right) presents the 
new keys to the renovated Music 
Booster Fair Building to Jim Bado, 
Booster President, and Karen 
Schuh, Booster Vice-President.  
Zach is a Findlay High School stu-
dent and member of Van Buren Boy 
Scout Troop 313 who undertook the 
renovation of our fair building for his 
Eagle Project.

This year’s show surprises the audience with a vo-
cal performance of “Fever” by senior Natalie Risser.
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Parent Notification by District: 
If a district receives Title I funds, notification must be sent to parents informing 
them of the right to request information on the qualifications of their child’s 
teacher.  The district must provide (if requested) the following:

• Whether the teacher has met the certification requirements of the state.
• Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or other provisional 

status.
• The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate 

certification or degree held by the teacher in the field or discipline of his 
or her certificate or degree.

• Whether or not the child is provided service by a paraprofessional and, 
if so, his or her qualifications.

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND – FEDERAL LAW REQUIREMENT

Attn: Parents/Guardians
If your child(ren)’s workbook and 

classroom fees have not been paid, 
please take care of this obligation 
as soon as possible.  If you have 
questions concerning this matter, 

please contact the office.

SEARCH FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
Intensive Awareness Campaign Announced

 The Ohio Department of Education is conducting an Intensive Awareness Campaign in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Ohio 
Revised Code, and the State Board of Education’s Rules for the Education of Handicapped Children.
 Each public school district, Ohio’s 16 special education regional resource centers, and the 
Ohio Department of Education are trying to identify children with disabilities, birth through age 21, 
who may be in need of special education services.
 For children birth to three, a disability means an established condition known to result in delay, 
or a documented developmental delay.
 For children ages three through five, a disability means that a child has a documented deficit 
in one or more of the following developmental areas:  communication, vision, hearing, motor skills, 
social emotional/behavior functioning, self-help skills, and/or cognitive skills.
 For school-age students, a disability means that a student has been identified as having one 
or more of the following conditions: autism, deaf-blindness, hearing impairment including deafness, 
mental retardation (DH), multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health impairment, 
emotional disturbance (SBH), specific learning disability, speech or language impairment, traumatic 
brain injury, and/or visual impairment including blindness.

Mark Your Calendar for these VBPTO Upcoming Events:
• Monday, September 30 - Friday, October 4  ––  Elementary Book  Fair
• Tuesday, October 1  ––  PTO Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, October 16  ––  Donuts with Dad, 6:45 a.m.
• Thursday, October 17  ––  Pint Size Red Cross Blood Drive, 2:30 - 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, November 6  ––  PTO Meeting, 8:15 a.m.
• Friday, November 15  ––  Movie Night, 6:00 p.m.

 
All of these events will take place in the Elementary Cafeteria except the Book Fair.

Van Buren’s Marching Band carried the show alone, performing both 
pre-game and half time at the football game against Valley High 
School, held at Hilliard Bradley.

Music Booster (continued)

Karis Brown waits patiently while her Mom Stevie, dishes 
up a shredded chicken sandwich for a customer. 
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September - November –– Menu/Calendar

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Regular Print - 
Elementary Menu 
(K-5)

Italicized Print - 
MS & HS Menu 
(6-12)

      Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 27 28 29 30 31 1 2

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Lunch Prices:
K-5 $2.00
6-12 $2.25
Ala Carte $2.50
Adult $2.75
Milk $0.50
Sandwich $1.65
French Fries $1.50
Ice Cream $0.80

** Menu subject 
to change * *

 29 30 1 2 3 4 5

Happy Halloween

SEPTEMBER

•Tacos, Corn, Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, Curly 
Fries, Fruit, Milk

•Baked Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Beef Gravy, 
Butter Bread, Fruit, Milk
•Beef Ravioli, Green 
Beans, Butter Bread, 
Fruit, Milk

•Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Hog Dog, Fruit, Milk
•BBQ Rib Sandwich, 
Tater Rounds, Fruit, 
Milk

•BBQ Rib Sandwich, Tater 
Rounds, Fruit, Milk
•Taco Salad, Corn 
Chips, Fruit, Milk

Boys Var & JV Soccer w/Riverdale,  
   5:00 PM

VBMS Parent Advisory Coffee, 
   9:00 AM 
Var Football w/Pandora Gilboa

Volleyball w/Arcadia
MS Volleyball @ Arcadia
Girls Var Golf - District @     
   Sycamore Springs, TBA

Volleyball w/Vanlue
Girls Soccer @ Marion Harding
Cross Country @ Elmwood Royal  
   European Invite, 5:00 PM
MS Volleyball @ Vanlue
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
        7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

•Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, 
Green Beans, Garlic Toast, 
Fruit, Milk
•Baked Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Beef Gravy, 
Butter Bread, Fruit, 
Milk

JV Football @ Pandora Gilboa
Cross Country @ Fostoria  
   Booster Invite, 9:00 AM
8th Grade Volleyball -
    Van Buren Invite, 8:30 AM

Boys Var Golf - Districts, Stone 
   Ridge GC, TBA
Boys Var Soccer @ Old Fort
Girls Var & JV Soccer @ Fort  
   Jennings
       MS Football @ Pandora Gilboa

•BBQ Chicken, Tossed 
Salad, Carrot Stixs, Fruit, 
Milk
•Pizza, Green Beans, 
Fruit, Milk

Var Football @ Vanlue
Boys Var Golf - State @ OSU  
   Scarlet, Columbus, TBA
Girls Var Golf - State @ OSU Gray,  
   Columbus, TBA

Girls Var Soccer @ Riverdale
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
   7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Boys Var Golf - State @ OSU  
   Scarlet, Columbus, TBA
Girls Var Golf - State @ OSU Gray,      
   Columbus, TBA
JV Football @ Lima CC, 9:00 AM
JV Volleyball @ Miller City Tourney,  
   9:00 AM
7th Grade Volleyball @ Liberty  
             Benton Invite, 9:00 AM

•Sub Sandwich, Tater 
Rounds, Fruit, Milk
•Hot Dog or Coney Dog, 
Baked Beans, Fruit, 
Milk

•Pizza, Corn, Fruit, Milk
•Lasagna, Tossed 
Salad, Garlic Toast, 
Fruit, Milk

Volleyball w/Bluffton
Boys Var & JV Soccer w/Bluffton
MS Football w/Vanlue
MS Volleyball @ Hopewell Loudon

Volleyball @ McComb
Boys Var & JV Soccer @ Miller  
   City
Girls Var Soccer w/Woodmore
MS Volleyball w/McComb
Athletic Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
          Community Room

•Turkey Gravy over 
Mashed Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Dinner Roll, Fruit, 
Milk
•BBQ Chicken, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk

•Fish Critters, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk
•Breaded Veal Sand-
wich, Tater Rounds, 
Fruit, Milk

•Hamburgers, French 
Fries or Sweet Potato 
Fries, Fruit, Milk
•Turkey Gravy over 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans, Dinner 
Roll, Fruit, Milk

•Lasagna, Green Beans, 
Garlic Toast, Fruit, Milk
•Tacos, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk

•Pepperoni & Cheese 
Breadstixs, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk
•Pepperoni & Cheese 
Breadstixs, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Music Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
   Fine Arts Wing Var Football @ Cory Rawson

Teacher Inservice

NO SCHOOL

MS Football w/Cory Rawson

•Ham & Cheese Sandwich, 
Baked Beans, Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries or Sweet Potato 
Fries, Fruit, Milk

7th Grade Outdoor Education  
   Experience Camp Nuhop 
Var Football w/Liberty Benton

7th Grade Outdoor Education  
   Experience Camp Nuhop
The Association Preview Night, 
   8:30 PM, HS Auditorium
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
  7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

7th Grade Outdoor Education  
   Experience Camp Nuhop 
MS Football @ Liberty Benton

Cross Country Regionals @  
   TBA, 11:00 AM
Boys Var Soccer Districts @     
    Ottawa Hills HS, TBA
JV Football @ Liberty Benton
Findlay Fall Festival of Show  
  Choirs, FHS, 7:00 PM

•Hot Dogs, Tater Rounds, 
Fruit, Milk
•Chicken Breast Sand-
wich, French Fries, 
Fruit, Milk

•Macaroni & Cheese, Peas & 
Carrots, Dinner Roll, Fruit, 
Milk
•Sausage Gravy over 
Biscuits, Green Beans, 
Fruit, Milk

•Pizza, Tossed Salad, Fruit, 
Milk
•Pizza, Corn, Fruit, Milk

•Sloppy Joe Sandwich, 
Celery Stixs w/Peanut 
Butter, Fruit, Milk
•Baked Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Beef Gravy, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit, Milk

•Knight’s Fest Meal
•Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Hot Dogs, Fruit, Milk

Chicken Barbecue Dinner
HOMECOMING

•French Toast Stixs, Eggs, 
Sausage, Fruit, Milk
•Macaroni & Cheese, 
Peas, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit, Milk

•Chicken & Noodle Soup, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Sandich, Fruit, Milk
•Sloppy Joe Sandwich, 
Tater Rounds, Fruit, 
Milk

•Hamburgers, French Fries 
or Sweet Potato Fries, 
Fruit, Milk
•Hamburgers, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk

•Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, 
Green Beans, Garlic Toast, 
Fruit, Milk
•French Toast Stixs, 
Sausage Links, Hash 
Browns, Fruit, Milk

•Pepperoni Pizza Rolls, 
Corn, Fruit, Milk
•Tomato Soup, Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich, 
Fruit, Milk
NHS Induction Ceremony @  
   Van Buren HS, 7:30 P.M
Academic Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
    Home Resource Management  
   Classroom 121

MS/HS Marching Band, Findlay  
   Halloween Parade

Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 PM, Allen Twp. Center

Var Football w/McComb

End of 1st Nine Weeks

Cross Country State @ Hebron  
   National Trail Raceway, TBA
JV Football @ McComb
State Marching Band Finals @  
   Hilliard Bradley HS, TBA

•Pizza, Corn, Fruit, Milk
•Ham & Bean Soup, 
Corn Bread, Fruit, Milk

•Taco Salad, Corn Chips, 
Fruit, Milk
•Taco Salad, Corn 
Chips, Fruit, Milk

•Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, 
Tossed Salad, Garlic Toast, 
Fruit, Milk
•Pizza, Tossed Salad, 
Fruit, Milk

•Beef & Noodles, Mashed 
Potatoes, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit, Milk
•Sweet & Sour Chicken 
over Rice, Green Beans, 
Fruit, Milk

•Tomato Soup, Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich, Fruit, 
Milk
•Corn Dogs, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk

Boys Girls State Soccer Tournament,  
   Crew Stadium, Columbus TBA
Boy Scout Troop 313 - 
    7:00 P.M., Allen Twp. Center

This institute is an 
equal opportunity 

provider and 
employer.

HS Choir - McComb Invitational,  
   7:00 PM
NJHS Induction Ceremony @ 
  Van Buren HS Auditorium,  
   7:00 PM

VB Lions Apple Butter 
Fest & Craft Show
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Cross Country Districts @ TBA,  
   1:00 PM
JV Football w/Cory Rawson
Marching Band & MS Band trip  
  to Copley, Ohio

Black Knight Marching Band  
   Awards Banquet, 6:15 PM, HS  
   Cafeteria
Athletic Boosters - 7:00 PM,  
    Community Room

Board of Education meeting, 
  7:00 PM, Community Rm

7th Grade Outdoor Education  
   Experience Camp Nuhop
Senior Citizen Concert & Lunch- 
   eon, 10:30 AM, Auditorium
Boys Var Soccer Districts @     
             Ottawa Hills HS, TBA

Volleyball State Tournament,  
   Dayton Nutter Center, TBA

Girls State Soccer Tournament,         
   Crew Stadium, Columbus 
   12:00 PM

Volleyball State Tournament,  
   Dayton Nutter Center, TBA

BVC Fall Senior Banquet @  
   Northridge Club, 6:30 PM
Boys State Soccer Semi-Finals,      
      Columbus Crew Stadium, TBA

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends

State Marching Band Finals @  
   Dayton Welcome Stadium, TBA

Election Day – 
Don’t forget to Vote!


