
Building On Faith 

 

12-3-17 Building On Faith— 

 The organization Influencing Generations For Christ (IGC) will be reviewing DCC/DCS as they help 

us in planning for the future.  This will include surveys and focus groups involving representative people 

leading and/or involved in various DCC ministries.  Please pray for good input from all involved, and that 

the result of this process will be a clear picture of DCC, leading to wise counsel for our planning and 

facilities development process. 

12-10-17 Building On Faith— 

Influencing Generations for Christ (IGC), the organization we have enlisted to provide assessment, 

evaluation and advice for us, will do their onsite visit with focus groups and interviews on January 6-7, 

2018.  Currently we are gathering information and documents, and creating contact lists for their time 

here.  Pray the information gathered will provide what they need for an accurate and clear evaluation 

leading to good advice. 

12-24-17 Building On Faith— 

 Some in the DCC body have been contacted to participate in surveys and focus groups led by 

Influencing Generations for Christ.  Pray for helpful responses leading to accurate assessment!  A limited 

number of people are able to be involved, but your input and questions are always welcomed by the 

Elder Council.  Pray that the gathered input will lead to wise planning for the sake of DCC ministries. 

12-31-17 Building On Faith— 

                In prayer, commit the plans of Damascus Community Church to the Lord (Proverbs 16:3): 

--Wisdom regarding facilities development, but only because we believe God wants us to be a 

growing community for Christ as we call people to follow Jesus and become like him. 

--DCC financial health and wise decisions in expenses 

--Leadership transitions, with development of new and additional men to serve on the Elder 

council 

--Needed workers in children’s and youth ministries 

--Fruit in outreach efforts in our community and through our various “circles of influence” 

--The spiritual growth of members of the body as Jesus’ disciples 

1-7-18 Building On Faith— 

 You are encouraged to review the “frequently asked questions” about our facilities 

development posted in the foyer by the concept drawings.  If you have additional questions, please ask 

(you can use a communication card)!  This week please pray: 

 --Through yesterday, today, and finishing up tomorrow “Influencing Generations For Christ” will 

be gathering input from many in our church and school family.  Please pray for good, open, insightful 

sharing. 



 --Pray for the processing of gathered information, led by the Holy Spirit, to provide an accurate 

assessment of “where we are at”, and helpful ideas for moving forward toward our vision to be “a 

growing community for Christ”. 

1-14-18 Building On Faith— 

 Thank you to all those who participated in online surveys, focus groups, and interviews with 

Kelly Blake and Influencing Generations For Christ.  Your time and input is greatly appreciated!  Now 

please pray… 

 --As IGC processes the information they received, including a large volume of documentation 

from the Church and School, that God will lead them to good insight about DCC. 

 --For helpful recommendations for DCC as we seek to be a growing community for Christ, with 

steps we can implement to support and encourage discipleship and growth as individuals and as a body. 

 --For the DCC body and the DCS community to receive the recommendations and discern God’s 

will in any steps we take toward greater effectiveness in making disciples and serving Christ into the 

future. 

1-21-18 Building On Faith— 

 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise…”  Peter had to remind the believers of this (2 

Peter 3) in response to scoffers who were saying the promised second coming of Christ was never going 

to happen.  Their thinking was (to paraphrase) “nothing ever changes” (3:4).  But rather, God in grace 

has purposeful patience (3:9), and his timing is perfect.  Pray for our facilities development—that all will 

see purposeful and deliberate steps toward facility renewal, and remain engaged, prayerful, patient, 

and unified. 

2-11-18 Building On Faith – 

 Whose project is the DCC Facility Development?  Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders 

labor in vain.  (Psalm 127:1)  Our first step, greatest need, and the way to be involved NOW is your 

commitment to pray! 

2-25-18 Building On Faith— 

   The Elder Council has received reports back on the Church and School from Influencing Generations 

For Christ, over 650 pages of input, developed from information gathered through interviews and 

surveys involving a number of people leading and participating in our ministries.  Pray that we will 

understand and apply the results as it relates to fulfilling our mission and vision, and specifically in 

relationship to our need to develop facilities. 

3-4-18 Building On Faith— 

 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and 

it will be given him.” (James 1:5).  As we read through input received from IGC, we need clarity and 

discernment to hear what God is saying to us, and energy as we move forward to fulfill our mission:  To 

call people to follow Jesus and become like him; and our vision:  A growing community for Christ-- 

walking in truth, living out love, building on faith. 



3-11-18 Building On Faith— 

 Last week Pastor Steve talked about the reality that the Good Father is not always pleased with 

those who are recipients of his grace (1 Corinthians 10:5).  Hebrews 11:6 states plainly, “And without 

faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  How does this factor into planning for facilities that will 

adequately support present and future ministry for Christ through DCC?  What should we be doing right 

now? 

3-18-18 Building On Faith— 

 “A growing community for Christ” speaks of the increasing spiritual maturity of Christ’s flock, 

and also of the growth in numbers as people reached with the gospel join His flock.  These priorities are 

reflected in our mission statement.  A building creates space for opportunities to grow.  Pray for 

continued wisdom and God’s leading as we develop planning for new facilities, and the plan for those 

facilities.  Also pray for the Elders and ministry leaders needed to provide ministry support and 

guidance. 

3-25-18 Building On Faith— 

 Having completed the initial review of the IGC assessment, the Elder Council sees affirmed our 

two priority needs as we pursue our mission and vision:  Prayer, and new elder and deacon leadership. 

4-1-18 Building On Faith: 

 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:19).  

Thinking only of the physical temple building led to mocking by those who viewed Jesus’ statement as 

absurd.  We too may think of “building” as brick and mortar, and miss the spiritual building of one 

another God desires.  Pray for spiritual growth as a church, along with the facilities needed to pursue 

ministries. 

4-8-18 Building On Faith: 

 This week we would like you to observe classroom usage as you are able, Sunday morning at 10, 

and any weekday during school (make sure you have an ID or guest badge).  Share with us what you see 

(communication card), and how that affects your sense of our need for facilities—we value your input!  

Continue to pray for wisdom in facilities development. 

4-15-18 Building On Faith: 

This week find an opportunity to walk around the exterior of our facilities.  Consider the adequacy of our 

building from the standpoint of current and potential ministries and growth.  With that in mind, what 

would your thoughts be about investment in evident long-term maintenance needs (roofs, walkways, 

siding, etc.) while considering facilities replacement and expansion?  Pray for wisdom and the Lord’s 

clear direction, and be sure to share your thoughts using a communication card, or talk to one of the 

elders!  Thank you! 

4-22-18 Building On Faith: 



This week look closely at the interior of our facilities—especially, note our rest rooms and kitchen, as 

well as the size of the classrooms in the main building.  What thoughts do you have about high-cost 

investment to upgrade (not increasing space) compared to facilities replacement and expansion, as it 

relates to facilitating ministry.  Pray for wisdom and the Lord’s clear direction, and share your thoughts 

with the elder council!  Thanks! 

4-29-18 Building On Faith: 

This Sunday evening through Tuesday Zach Davidson, Steve Hardy, and Jim Vestigo will be attending a 

conference with the key topic of financial sustainability.  Tuesday night Kelly Blake will meet with the 

Elder Council to review the IGC report and establish steps toward growth and development.  Pray that 

direction will be evident and we will make progress, part of which will be facilities improvement. 

5-6-18 Building On Faith: 

 Thank you for praying for the conference and meeting with Influencing Generations for Christ 

this past week!  We believe we have received good advice from IGC and anticipate utilizing their 

expertise for future planning that will involve both church and school constituencies.  Step one is the 

prayer team and ongoing prayer for the process, that it result in greater mission/vision fulfillment. 

5-13-18 Building On Faith: 

There is a time for everything…(Ecclesiastes 3:1)  Please pray for God’s perfect timing as we work with 

IGC to schedule planning for future development, including meetings with leadership, focus groups with 

staff, congregation and school constituency, and ultimately a capital fund campaign and facilities 

development. 

5-20-18 Building On Faith 

 “You built a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the Old Pool, but you did not look 

to the One who made it, or have regard for the One who planned it long ago.” (Isaiah 22:11).  We have 

decided to enlist the help of IGC in moving us toward a Capital Campaign to enable building, thank you 

for praying!  But we cannot expect success by focusing on our resources alone—pray we all keep looking 

to God and walking by faith in full regard for Him, trusting his enablement. 

5-27-18 Building On Faith: 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God” (Phil. 4:6)  We are looking for a committed prayer team, our next step toward 

facilities development.  This will include commitment to personal, daily prayer, as well as weekly prayer 

with others in our church and school community.  Share your interest on a communication card or email 

steve.hardy@damascuscc.org or zach.davidson@damascuscc.org. 

6-3-18 Building On Faith— 

“…your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Matthew 6:10. 

The next step in the IGC outlined planning process for DCC/DCS:   “A prayer team will be established and 

tasked with meeting weekly at the school/church praying through the process and for specifically 

identified prayer requests as the process proceeds.” 
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Please join the prayer team!  Meeting times to be established based on availability of those 

involved.  Use a communication card to express interest, or email steve.hardy@damascuscc.org or 

zach.davidson@damascuscc.org.   

6-10-18 Building On Faith: 

 So we built the wall.  And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a 

mind to work (Nehemiah 4:6).  The work needed now is prayer, so please sign up (communication card 

or steve.hardy@damascuscc.org)  to join a prayer team.  Times will be established to provide multiple 

opportunities to join with others in prayer.   

7-1-18 Building On Faith: 

“To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue…Commit to the 

LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” (Proverbs 16:3)  We neglect prayer to our 

detriment, and so encourage your participation in praying for our facilities development!  Use a 

communication card to sign up to be part of a prayer team! 

7-8-18 Building On Faith: 

Pray for effective Strategic Planning meetings with Influencing Generations For Christ scheduled for 

September 15-17.  Praise the Lord for growth that makes planning for facilities development necessary!  

Jesus said, “I will build my church…”, we are dependent on Him! 

7-15-18 Building On Faith: 

The Facilities Development Fund has been growing through the gifts of DCC members and attendees.  

This fund is currently being used to cover the cost of service providers helping us assess and prepare for 

a building program, and ultimately will be the designated fund used for building.  The fund balance 

stands at over $161,000.  Give thanks to the Lord! 

7-22-18 Building On Faith: 

Opportunities for prayer teams to pray specifically about our Facilities Development project will be: 

 Sunday morning, 7:30-8 am, Prayer room 

 Wednesday afternoon, 2:15-3 pm, Prayer room (beginning September 5) 

In addition leaders will bring requests to the Wednesday morning (6:00) Men’s prayer group, 

Wednesday evening prayer time (7:00), and Heritage Community Group.  Please consider joining one of 

these prayer groups! 

7-29-18 Building On Faith: 

 God made certain that victory over the Midianites (Judges 7) would be to his glory by limiting 

the available human resources.  It could not be done by man alone apart from God’s intervention.  

Faithful prayer demonstrates we understand the same to be true of a facilities development project.  

Pray that facilities to better enable Christ’s work through DCC will be to God’s glory! 

8-5-18  Building On Faith: 
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Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it 

and be honored,” says the LORD. (Haggai 1:8)  Two issues are of critical importance in building—timing, 

and that the Lord be glorified.  Pray specifically that we will follow God’s timetable as we anticipate 

strategic planning in mid-September, leading toward the campaign to enlist needed resources in the 

early part of next year. 

8-12-18 Building On Faith: 

“Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.” (Proverb 

13:11).  Some of the Heritage CG folk held a garage sale, raising $210.43 for our facilities project.  It is 

such faithfulness God will bless as we seek resources to enable our building!  Give thanks for faithful 

givers! 

8-19-18 Building On Faith: 

Pray for unity and flexibility as the fall ministry season kicks off.  With multiple prayer meetings, Bible 

studies, church, school and group activities, our facility spaces are utilized to the extreme.  Pray for Marj 

Stafford and Kristen Sandy, key individuals working our scheduling, and Ed Darnell as he works to keep 

facilities in good working order. 

8-26-18 Building On Faith: 

“…but let us encourage one another…”  We have been praying, and we are encouraged by what God is 

doing—new faces, increased giving, school enrollment up, staff vacancies filled, and evidence of spiritual 

growth in our lives.  Praise God, and begin now planning on joining us in a day of prayer and fasting 

September 14, with a prayer and praise gathering at 7 pm.  More information to come. 

9-2-18 Building On Faith: 

September 15 and 16 the elders will be involved in a planning session with Influencing Generations for 

Christ in preparation for moving forward toward building.  We are asking the body to pray for the 

leading of God’s Spirit in these meetings, specifically to dedicate time for prayer and fasting on Friday 

September 14.  We will have a prayer service at 7 pm that evening, please come as the DCC body to seek 

the Lord’s will together! 

9-9-18 Building On Faith: 

Heard and passed on by a DCC member—the 3 stages when God calls us to do something:  1. 

Impossible; 2. Difficult; 3. Done.  Prayer and engagement of the body moves us through those stages!  

Are you with us?  “…as you help us by your prayers…” (2 Corinthians 1:11) 

9-16-18 Building On Faith: 

“…and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body…grows with a growth that is from God.”  

Someone this week noted that health is determined by the inside of a body, not the outer appearance.  

A new facility will not make us healthy—let us each pursue our strong connection to the Head Jesus 

Christ (our true health) as we seek his will regarding building (an outward appearance). 

9-30-18 Building On Faith: 



Spurgeon, considered by many to be the greatest preacher since the Apostle Paul, and under whose 

leadership the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London was built, was asked the secret of his power.  

“Everyday and night thousands of men and women here in London pray for the work of the Tabernacle, 

and for me.”  Prayer is the first work in building on faith, please join us in prayer for DCC! 

10-7-18 Building On Faith: 

“The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses” (Exodus 39:42).  While 

we may not expect the detailed plans for facilities that Moses received for their worship center, DCC 

leadership needs sensitivity to God’s leading.  Please pray with us for clear direction from God. 

10-14-18 Building On Faith: 

DCC was recently recognized with appreciation from the local school district for participation in 

Community Care Day and also for hosting their leadership conference in our facility.  Expanded facilities 

will expand our opportunities to serve our community in Jesus’ name—pray for this as we pursue 

outreach! 

 

10-21-18 Building On Faith: 

When time came to build the Tabernacle, Moses put out a simple call for donations and the people gave 

more than enough because their hearts were “stirred” (read Exodus 35).  While heart-stirring is the 

Lord’s work, giving urgency to prayer, there also must be good communication from leaders and 

engagement by the congregation.  Toward that end DCC and DCS staff and ministry leaders will be 

responding to an online IGC survey and participating in a strategy session on November 2.  Please be in 

prayer for clarity of vision and unity of spirit as we continue this process toward development. 

11-4-18 Building On Faith: 

   Sunday morning, 10 am.  Enter the Homeland Community Group in M-6.  Every chair is filled, and 

people continue to enter, some sitting in the few accessible student desk-chairs stored at the back of 

the room, others standing.  Other groups and Sunday School classes are likewise pressed for space--

please pray, and perhaps join a prayer group, asking that God give us clear direction and unified support 

for facilities development.  

11-11-18 Building On Faith: 

On Friday November 2 Church staff, many DCC ministry leaders, and school staff and faculty gathered to 

discuss together our mission, vision, and values.  Many commented on the value of this interaction and 

even suggested more opportunities of this nature.  Praise the Lord for this positive response and pray 

our unity will grow as we work together toward the future God desires for DCC! 

11-18-18 Building On Faith: 

Jesus warned of the man so rich he decided to tear down his barns and build bigger ones, accumulating 

wealth so he could “take it easy” (Luke 12:16-21).  But that “very night” his life ended, so his building 

was in vain.  So “it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”  We 

believe we should build—but pray DCC will be and remain “rich toward God” and maintain the right 

focus on serving Jesus! 



11-25-18 Building On Faith: 

In December and January IGC will be conducting a broader survey followed by focus groups involving 

DCC and DCS members/families in the discussion about our direction.  Please pray for good involvement 

and growth in unity as we continue seeking the Lord’s will about our future, including facilities 

development. 

12-2-18 Building On Faith: 

When Jesus said “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18), he was making no reference to literal 

buildings.  On the other hand, buildings (like the Temple) are places where worship and other ministry 

takes place.  Pray for growth of the Church (new believers, growing believers) and for wise stewardship 

regarding buildings that facilitate ministry leading to growth. 

12-9-18 Building On Faith: 

DCC is at step 6 in a 9 step strategic planning process in consultation with Influencing Generations for 

Christ to prepare us for future development.  Pray that we will receive good insight from survey 

feedback currently being gathered from the broadest range of the DCC and DCS family, and that the 

process will achieve unity of vision and support for the plans God directs us to. 

12-16-18 Building On Faith: 

Thank you to all who completed surveys from IGC.  Through these we have communicated general 

thoughts about vision for our future, and have sought input that will clarify and strengthen that vision 

going forward into a future of ministry to Damascus and beyond.  Pray that together we will embrace 

and fulfill the mission God has given us! 

12-23-18 Building On Faith: 

  The elders and their families have experienced various challenges that seem beyond “statistically 

normal” since seeking to cast renewed vision and lead toward a positive future for DCC.  Please pray for 

their protection, and for the addition of qualified men to the council. 

12-30-18 Building On Faith: 

Next weekend the Elder Council will be spending focused time in prayer and planning for the future of 

DCC.  Pray for God’s work in and through this group in the leadership of DCC, and for other qualified 

men to join the Elder Council. 

1-6-19  Building On Faith: 

When Nehemiah addresses the people regarding the need to rebuild the wall and gates of Jerusalem, his 

call is simple:  “Let us rise up and build.”  The response was broad ownership and involvement as “the 

people had a mind to work” (Neh 4:6).  Pray specifically for such broad ownership and involvement on 

the part of the DCC and DCS families to address facility needs. 

1-13-18 Building On Faith: 



Joshua received his assignment to lead the people into the promised land with this encouragement:  “Be 

strong and courageous…” and “Be strong and very courageous” (Joshua 1:6,7).  Pray for strength and 

courage to obey God in all things, including facilities development! 

1-20-18 Building On Faith: 

The Psalmist counsels, “Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD” (Psalm 

27:14).  When we are anxious for something to happen, waiting can be the most difficult work.  We 

would charge ahead!  Pray that we will all, together, wait on the Lord, seek and follow his guidance 

carefully as we consider our future ministry, including facilities development! 

1-27-18 Building On Faith: 

“In your unfailing love you (God) will lead the people you have redeemed” (Exodus 15:13).  We believe 

this is still true.  In the exodus the humanly impossible was accomplished by God when the people 

obeyed and followed his instruction.  Pray we will clearly discern, and together follow God’s leading. 

2-3-19 Building On Faith: 

“In John 15:7, Jesus said, ‘If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you.’  As a church body, having “whatever we wish” is directly related to our abiding 

with Jesus, because our requests align with what He wants to do.  With that in mind, as we ask you to 

pray for the Building on Faith process, we would also ask, “how’s your abiding?” 

2-17-19 Building On Faith: 

“Make plans by seeking advice…” (Proverb 20:18).  Acknowledging our inexperience, the DCC Elder 

Council has sought advice from Influencing Generations for Christ (IGC) for moving toward facilities 

development.  Pray for the focus groups meeting with IGC February 21-23, and for discernment as we 

gain insight resulting from this process. 

2-24-19 Building On Faith: 

“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…” (Acts 15:28).  Acts 15 records the outcome when the 

early church had a serious decision to make.  The unity and clarity of God’s will revealed through their 

deliberations and the Spirit’s guidance presents the picture of a church moving harmoniously forward in 

doing the Lord’s work.  Pray DCC will experience that kind of clarity and unity as we “press on”! 

3-4-19 Building On Faith: 

Moses recounts Israel’s initial unwillingness to obey God and enter the promised land, and their 

subsequent attempt to enter without his help, in Deuteronomy 1.  First they feared they had to do it on 

their own, then foolishly thought they could do it on their own!  Are you praying that we will clearly 

discern God’s will, and obey it in complete dependence on him? 

3-10-19 Building On Faith: 

Jesus described the Temple according to its purpose as a “house of prayer” (Matthew 21:13).  He was 

quoting a wonderful passage in Isaiah 56 where the Temple is a gathering place for all who would “bind 

themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name of the LORD, and to worship him…”  Pray our 



facilities development will remain focused on providing space for ministry, to serve the Lord well in the 

ways he is calling us. 

3-17-19 Building On Faith: 

“Plans fail for lack of counsel…” (Proverb 15:22).  On Tuesday March 19 the Elder Council will review 

survey and focus group feedback with Kelly Blake of IGC, and hear recommendations for our next steps 

forward.  Pray we will know how to process and respond to this counsel. 

3-24-19 Building On Faith: 

On Saturday, March 16, over 300 people from 4 area churches filled the Gym for competition and the 
Gospel message at the AWANA Games.  On the 17th, almost 380 crowded the Auditorium for our 
worship services (and a sermon from a former DCC AWANA clubber).  On the 18th that Auditorium was 
transformed into a Science Fair where nearly 100 adults and students observed God’s creation through 
the research of young Damascus Christian School scientists…….Facilities facilitate ministry.  Please pray 
that God would continue to bless His ministry through Damascus Community Church, even as we look to 
Him to provide space both for now and this growing community for Christ.  
 

3-31-19 Building On Faith: 

“For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him…” (Luke 

14:29).  Jesus acknowledges the importance of wise planning in this parable on “counting the cost” of 

discipleship. Your Elder Council is reviewing pages of input from you, God’s flock, and over a dozen 

recommendations from our consultant, as we seek to lead DCC with wisdom.  Thank you for your 

prayers. 

4-7-19 Building On Faith: 

Making disciples is our God-given mission as Christ’s church.  As modeled by Jesus it starts with a call to 

follow him, with responses ranging in immediacy and clarity from the example of Paul (fast, clear) to 

Peter (slow, uncertain).  Our ministries large and small are all aimed at working with people in this 

sometimes-messy process of discipleship, and facilities provide space for that to happen.  Praise God for 

our present facilities even as we pray about future development! 

4-14-19 Building On Faith: 

May we never forget that the building project of greatest importance is the one that will stand the fire 

test:  “…and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive 

his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss…”  Buildings will not stand, disciples will.  What, or rather 

whom are you building? 

4-21-19 Building On Faith: 

Following the fire that nearly destroyed the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, one minister lamented the 

loss of this “icon”.  Interesting term, one synonym being “idol”.  This is a good reminder to keep in mind 

buildings have this value:  Places to do ministry.  Places to worship the Lord Jesus Christ, not icons to 

worship.  Even as we plan to upgrade facilities, pray we maintain a right perspective on buildings! 

4-28-19 Building On Faith: 



“May they be brought to complete unity…”  DCC has a broad constituency because of the school 

ministry.  As we consider a major facilities development, one identified need is to build and affirm unity 

and engagement among all participants in the work the Lord has called us to.  Pray for that unity and 

engagement! 

5-5-19 Building On Faith: 

As Solomon began to build the great Temple for the Lord, God made it very clear that it was only 

building accompanied by obedience to his Word that would lead to blessing (1 Kings 6:12).  Pray that 

facilities never become a greater focus than obedience to our Lord! 

5-12-19 Building On Faith: 

“In the beginning, God created…”  Made in God’s image, it is perhaps a given that men build in likeness 

to the nature of the Father.  Our concern must be not merely that we build, but that what we build is in 

accord with his will and purpose.  Toward that end we must pray! 

5-19-19 Building On Faith: 

“Make yourself an ark of cypress wood…”  This was God’s command to Noah for the first major building 

project described in Scripture (Genesis 6:14).  If you were in the “congregation”, would you have 

approved it’s purpose, scope, and expense?  Probably not, unless you knew and believed God’s plan!  

Pray DCC/DCS will have unity and understanding regarding his plan for building!   

5-26-19 Building On Faith: 

“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower…and let us make a name for ourselves…” (Genesis 11:4)  

This building plan was in opposition to the revealed will of God (compare Gen. 11:4 to 1:28) and self-

serving rather than God-honoring.  Again, pray our vision and planning will be in accord with God’s will 

and bring him glory! 

6-2-19 Building On Faith: 

“And let them make me a sanctuary…” (Exodus 25:8).  After Babel, the next major building project is the 

Tabernacle.  Beginning in Exodus 25, God gives detailed instructions for this mobile worship center.  Ask 

God to reveal to us a clear plan for meeting facility needs! 

6-9-19 Building On Faith: 

Exodus 35:4-29 describes the contributions that made the building of the Tabernacle possible.  

Contributions were motivated by generous hearts, and included every kind of potential resource 

(material provision and skills).  We should each be praying about what contribution we will make to a 

future facilities development project, as God leads. 

6-16-19 Building On Faith: 

“So the people were restrained from bringing, for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, 

and more” (Exodus 36:6-7).  Generous hearts led to the problem of over-supply as work began on the 

Tabernacle.  Pray for sufficient supply as we encourage offerings for a new facility, anticipating a capital 

fund effort beginning in the fall. 



6-23-19 Building On Faith: 

“The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses” (Exodus 39:42).  Moses 

led, but only as one who was himself under authority.  Hearing, trusting, and obeying God was the 

responsibility of both leader and all God’s people.  Pray for the right response on the part of all as we 

move toward “building on faith”. 

6-30-19 Building On Faith: 

 “…and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle” (Exodus 40:35). The thought of building—the 

expense, the inconvenience, the stress involved—might discourage the effort necessary. The process 

must be inspired and encouraged not by the building, but by the ministries it will enable to the glory of 

the Lord Jesus Christ! 

7-7-19 Building On Faith: 

“So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day…in the sight of all the house of Israel during all 

their travels” (Exodus 40:38).  We know that the Church is not a building, but we might easily neglect or 

minimize the silent witness to God a building obviously dedicated to him is in a community.  Pray our 

present and future facilities will be all to God’s glory, a visible reminder to all that God is present and at 

work in the world yet today! 

7-14-19 Building On Faith: 
"Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed" (Proverbs 15:22).  The Elder Council 
has decided to continue with the next step toward facilities development utilizing the help of Influencing 
Generations For Christ.  This will involve developing a strategy and approach to communicate the vision 
of leadership to accomplish the capital campaign.  We also welcome the counsel and questions from the 
DCC body, and thank you for praying we will move forward with wisdom. 
 

7-21-19 Building On Faith: 

“(David) gave (Solomon) the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the courts of the temple of 

the LORD…”  (1 Chronicles 28:12 NIV).  David had the desire to build the Temple for the LORD God, and 

though he was not the one to do it, he was led by the Spirit of God in preparing the way.  We may not 

know the timing for facilities development, but we should be actively seeking the Spirit’s direction for 

this and all the other details involved. 

7-28-19 Building On Faith: 

“Then you will have success if you are careful to observe the decrees and laws that the LORD gave Moses 

for Israel” (1 Chronicles 22:13, NIV).  As David charged Solomon with the building of the Temple, he 

linked success to obedience.  The first priority in thinking about facilities development continues to be 

our priority love for Jesus, evident in willing obedience to all he commanded (Matthew 28:20). 

8-4-19 Building On Faith: 

“But they soon forgot his works; they did not wait for his counsel” (Psalm 106:13).  See the error of God’s 

people in two directions:  Neglecting the evidence of his past provision, and failing to wait for his 

direction regarding the future.  Pray we will learn from the mistakes of the past, not to repeat them. 



8-11-19 Building On Faith: 

“I will not…sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing” (1 Chronicles 21:24).  As God brought David 

to build an altar at the future site of the temple (2 Chron. 3:1), David was offered provision for land and 

sacrificial animals for free!  He refused, insisting on participation in the cost involved.  What a challenge 

to the hearts of all who would worship! 

8-18-19 Building On Faith: 

“I have taken great pains to provide for the temple of the LORD…” (1 Chronicles 22:14).  Once again we 

see David sacrificially doing what he can to make sure all the resources are supplied to build a temple he 

will never personally worship in!  Why give for a building yet to be, one I will never see?  To facilitate 

ministry after me, continuing until Jesus returns! 

 

 


