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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY - GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION 
 
This policy is supplemental to the Loup City Public Schools policy entitled Grounds for Short- 
Term Suspension, Long-Term Suspension, Expulsion or Mandatory Reassignment, and any 
action taken hereunder may be in addition to any action under said policy. 

 
The following conduct shall constitute grounds for suspension from practices, participation in 
interscholastic competition, or other participation in co-curricular activities, when such conduct 
occurs on school grounds or during an educational function or event off school grounds. The 
conduct rules apply to conduct which occurs at any time during the school year, and also 
includes the time frame which begins with the official starting day of the fall sport season 
established by the NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring sport season established by the 
NSAA, whether or not the student is a participant in an activity at the time of such conduct. 

 
1. Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff 

member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority. 
2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, or similar conduct in a 

manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school purposes. 
3. Sexual assault or attempting to sexually assault any person. 
4. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing 

or attempting to steal property of substantial value, or repeated damage or theft 
involving property. 

5. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to a school employee, to a school 
volunteer, or to any student. 

6. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of, or with the intent of, 
obtaining money or anything of value from such student. 

7. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is 
ordinarily or generally considered a weapon. 

8. Engaging in the unlawful selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcoholic 
beverages, tobacco, narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, inhalant or being under 
the influence of any of the above; or possession of drug paraphernalia.  (Note: The 
term “under the influence” for school purposes has a less strict meaning than it 
does under criminal law.  For school purposes, the term means any level of 
impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol on the breath or person of a 
student. Also, it includes being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material 
used as a stimulant. In addition, “possession” of alcohol or drugs will be 
considered to have occurred for purposes of school rules if the student is in such 
close proximity to alcohol or drug (for example, a student being in a car where 
alcohol is in the back seat and no adults are present in the car)or to others who are 
consuming alcohol or drugs (for example, being at a student party at which other 
students are drinking) that school officials may reasonably determine that the 
student was in “possession” of the items as well). 
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9. Engaging in the selling, using, possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled 
substance as defined in section 28-401, of the Nebraska statutes, or material 
represented to be alcoholic beverages, narcotics, drugs, controlled substance or 
inhalant. 

10. Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities. 
11. Tardiness to school, assigned classes or assigned activities. 
12. The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is 

profane or abusive to students or staff members. Profane or abusive language or 
conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is commonly understood and 
intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender, 
national origin, or religion. 

13. Public indecency as defined in Nebraska statutes, except that this subdivision  
shall apply only to students at least twelve years of age but less than nineteen 
years of age. 

14. Repeated violation of any of the rules adopted by the school district or the school. 
15. Engaging in any unlawful activity as determined by the United States or the State 

of Nebraska. 
16. Dressing in a manner wherein such dress is dangerous to the student's health and 

safety or to the health and safety of others or is distractive or indecent to the 
extent that it interferes with the learning and educational process. 

17. Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for those students riding Loup City 
Public School vehicles. 

18. The knowing and intentional illegal possession, use, or transmission of a firearm 
or other dangerous weapon 

19. The knowing and intentional use of force in causing, or attempting to cause, 
personal injury to a school employee, school volunteer, or student, except if 
caused by accident, self-defense, or on the reasonable belief that the force used 
was necessary to protect some other person and the extent of force used was 
reasonably believed to be necessary. 

20. Failure to report for the activity at the beginning of each season; reporting for one 
activity may count as reporting on time if there is a change in activity within the 
season approved by the coach or the supervisor. 

21. Failure to participate in regularly scheduled classes on the day of an 
athletic/activity event. 

22. Failure to attend all scheduled practices and meetings. If circumstances arise to 
prevent the participant's attendance, the validity of the reason will be determined 
by the coach. Every reasonable effort should be made to notify the coach or 
supervisor prior to all missed practices or meetings. 

23. All other reasonable rules or regulations adopted by the coach or supervisor of a 
co-curricular activity shall be followed, provided that participants shall be advised 
by the coach or supervisor of such rules and regulations by written handouts or 
posting on bulletin boards prior to the beginning of the season. 

24. Failure to comply with any rule established by the Nebraska School Activities 
Association, including, but not limited to, the rules relating to eligibility. 

 
Students  may  be  suspended  by  the  principal  or  the  principal’s  designee from  practices  or 
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participation in interscholastic competition or participation in co-curricular activities for  
violation of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Loup City Public Schools Board of 
Education or the administrative staff of the school for such period of time as the principal or 
principal’s designee determines appropriate. The Coach, Director, or Sponsor may require 
attendance at practice during any period of suspension or ineligibility. 

 
Special Drug, Alcohol and Criminal Conduct Rules 

 

The following drug, alcohol and criminal conduct rules apply regardless of whether the conduct 
occurs on and off school grounds. (If the conduct occurs on school grounds, at a school function 
or event, or in a school vehicle, the student may also be subject to further discipline under the 
general student code of conduct). These rules will be in effect from the first date of fall sports 
practice or the first day of school, whichever occurs first to the last day of the State Golf Meet or 
the last day of school, whichever occurs last. 

 
Any Student: 

 
1. Witnessed by an administrator, coach, law officer, or teacher consuming, in 

possession of, or under the influence of alcohol, tobacco in any form, or illicit drugs. 
2. Who, based on a written complaint from an adult district resident and investigated by 

the administration, is found to have violated district alcohol, tobacco or drug policies. 
3. Admitting to any administrator, coach, law officer, or teacher consuming, in 

possession of, or under the influence of alcohol, tobacco in any form, or illicit drugs. 
4. Convicted of any criminal charge involving the consumption or possession of alcohol, 

tobacco in any form, or illicit drugs, or any offense which is a felony. 
5. Placed in a Pretrial Diversion Program for consuming, in possession of, or under the 

influence of alcohol, tobacco in any form, or illicit drugs. 
6. Stealing or vandalizing school property. 

 
Penalty 
The penalties for the drug, alcohol and criminal conduct rules are as follows: 

 
First Offense: The student shall be declared ineligible for six weeks, with the commencement of 
the ineligibility to be determined in the discretion of school administration. The student may 
reduce the penalty to two weeks, including at least one event, by applying for reduction through 
with the high school principal, and completing the following: 

 

1. Self-reporting the violation.  While not a requirement, self-reporting will help with  
the approval process for penalty reduction. 

 

2. Enrolling in and completing a school district approved counseling or cessation 
program. 

 

Once approved by the high school principal, the penalty will be reduced to two weeks. Evidence 
of continued enrollment and completion of the counseling or cessation program will be required. 
If the student does not follow through with expected evidence of enrollment or completion as 
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required by the high school principal, the remaining four weeks of ineligibility will commence 
immediately. 
A list of approved programs will be kept in the high school principal’s office and will be 
reviewed and updated during the summer of each school year. 
 

1. The six week period will commence with the first scheduled contest/performance 
of the activity and shall continue from one activity to the next in which the  
student participates, if necessary. 

 
2. The six weeks ineligibility will be carried over to the following school year in the 

case where the school year ends before the penalty or the full term of the penalty 
can be served. 

 

Second Offense: The student shall be declared ineligible for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Transfer Students 
In order to discourage students from transferring schools in order to avoid discipline, when a 
student transfers to Loup City Public Schools, any extracurricular activity disciplinary 
consequence the student had been subject to at the student’s prior school will be enforced. A 
transfer student who was suspended or otherwise removed from participating in extracurricular 
activities for disciplinary reasons will not be eligible to participate for the period of time 
suspended or removed by the prior school, or for the period of time the student would have been 
suspended or removed had the infraction occurred while attending Loup City Public Schools, 
whichever is longer. 

 
The student or the student’s parent/guardian may request a hardship waiver. The waiver process 
is to be initiated by a written request for review by the Principal within ten days of the student 
enrolling, or two weeks prior to the first activity in which the student wishes to participate, 
whichever is later. An informal conference shall be held before the Principal or the Principal’s 
designee within ten school days of the request. A decision is to be made within ten school days  
of the conference. If the student or the student’s parent/guardian is dissatisfied with the decision, 
the student or student’s parent/guardian may request an informal hearing before the 
Superintendent. The Superintendent may designate the Athletic Director or another administrator 
not responsible for the suspension decision as the Superintendent’s designee to conduct the 
hearing and make a decision. The procedures for requesting the hearing and the procedures for 
conducting the hearing are to be the same as provided for the due process procedure provided 
below. 

 
A hardship waiver is available if the consequence is harsher than that which the student would 
have received had the student committed the infraction(s) while attending Loup City Public 
Schools and the motivation for the student transferring schools was not to escape the disciplinary 
consequence. 

 
Due Process Procedures 
The following procedures shall be followed with regard to suspensions or declarations of 
ineligibility: 

 
1. The   school   official   considering   the   suspension   will   make   a   reasonable 
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investigation of the facts and circumstances and determine whether the suspension 
will help the student or other students, further school purposes, or prevent an 
interference with a school purpose. 

 
2. Prior to commencement of the suspension, the student is to be given oral or  

written notice of the charges against the student. The student will be advised of 
what the student is accused of having done, an explanation of the evidence the 
authorities have, and be given the opportunity to explain the student’s version of 
the facts. 

 
If the student is not readily available to meet with the school official for this 
purpose before the suspension is to begin, then the suspension may be imposed at 
that time so long as the opportunity for the student to hear the charges and 
evidence and for the student to tell his or her side of the story occurs as soon as 
reasonably practicable. An effort to schedule a meeting for this purpose should be 
made by the student and the student’s parent or guardian as well. Given the fact 
that extracurricular activity suspension actions at times need to be taken outside 
the regular school day, a telephone conference may be used to give the student the 
opportunity to provide the student’s position. 

 
3. Within 24 hours or such additional time as is reasonably necessary following 

suspension, the principal or the principal’s designee shall send a written statement 
to the student, student's parents, or guardian describing the student's conduct, 
misconduct or violation of the rule or standard and the reason for the action taken 
and the right to a hearing upon request on the specified charges. 

 
 

4. An opportunity shall be afforded the student, parents, or guardian of the student to 
confer on an informal basis with regard with the school official who has imposed 
the suspension and to give that school official any further information in the 
student’s defense. 

 
5. If the student or student's parents/guardian is not satisfied with the determination 

of the school official, an informal hearing may be requested before the 
superintendent. A form or a request for hearing must be signed by the parent or 
guardian will either be provided with the initial notice letter or be made available 
in the Principal’s office. This request must be received by the superintendent 
within five days of receiving notice of suspension. 

 
6. If a hearing is requested, it shall be held within 10 days of the request. The 

Superintendent will notify the participants of the time and place of the hearing 
within five days of receiving the request. There shall be no stay of the penalty 
imposed pending an appeal. 

 
7. Upon conclusion of the hearing, a written decision will be rendered within five 

school days.  The written decision will be mailed or otherwise delivered to the 
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participant, parents or guardian. A record of the hearing (copies of documents 
provided at the hearing and a tape recording or other recordation of the hearing 
itself) shall be kept by the school. 

 
8. Nothing contained in this regulation shall prevent the participant, parents, 

guardian or representative from discussing and settling the matter with the 
appropriate school personnel at any stage. 

 
Team Selection and Playing Time 

"Team selection" and "playing time" decisions are the responsibility of the individual 
coach or sponsor of the activity. Consistent, however, with the purposes of the  activities 
program, the coaches and sponsors shall follow the following established guidelines for team 
selection and playing time decisions, along with such other guidelines as each individual coach 
and sponsor may develop which are not inconsistent with these established guidelines: 

1. School Representative. Student participants must demonstrate that they can and 
will represent themselves and their school in a manner which reflects the development of high 
ideals and appropriate values, which shall include good citizenship in the school and in the 
community. 

 
2. Success. Student participants must demonstrate that they can make the activity 

program more successful, both from a standpoint of competitive success and success in 
promoting a positive school spirit. Characteristics for purposes of this criteria include the 
student's: (1) talent or skill, (2) desire to improve the student's own skills or talents as well as 
those of others in the activity, and (3) attitude of respect towards teammates, the coach, the 
school, and the community. 


