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“To Kill a Mockingbird” Actress Visits 
DHS
“To Kill a Mockingbird” is a classic reading staple in the Depew Middle School English 
curriculum. On Tuesday, June 11, the messages in the Pulitzer Prize-winning book came to 
life as Mary Badham, the actress from the 1962 film, visited Depew High School.

“We are fortunate to have the lead in the famous movie, made about the bestselling novel, 
come to Depew,” high school English Teacher Christine Ferreri said. “The high school 
students continue to reference the novel in their English curriculum and really enjoyed the 
opportunity to discuss the movie, novel, and experiences with the other actors and author 
with Mrs. Badham.”

Badham played the role of 10-year-old Scout in the movie adaptation of Harper Lee’s 1960 
novel where Scout, her brother Jem and friend, Dill, spend time observing their neighbors 
in their 1930’s Alabama town. The movie centers around their speculations regarding the 
reclusive Arthur “Boo” Radley as well as Scout’s father, Atticus Finch, who defends an 
innocent black man arrested on charges of rape in a setting of societal racism. At 10 years 
old herself, it was Badham’s first acting role. Her performance earned her an Academy 
Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress, an honor for which she was the youngest to 
receive at the time.

Badham retired from acting at the age of 15 but stayed close with her “To Kill A 
Mockingbird” co-stars, calling them “family.” She now travels the world recalling her 
wonderful experiences on the film and expounding on the book’s message of tolerance. She 
also spoke of her own life experiences in Hollywood and after and encouraged the students 
to pursue an education. 

“Education is power. If you get a good education, people cannot use you and abuse you. 
You have every opportunity in the world to be whoever you want. Don’t give up, keep 
studying and keep working. Keep your voice out there so you know how to fight back. 
Protect our government, protect our country, and have something worth fighting for,” she 
said. 

In addition to interacting with students during an assembly and autograph signing, Badham 
appeared at a public forum on the evening of June 11 for the community. 

Look Ahead
August
21-22 Freshmen Locker Days
22 Parent Information Meeting,  

DHS Aud, 9-10:30 a.m.
28 MS Locker Move In Day  

8:30-11:30 a.m.
29 New Registrant Chromebook 

Meeting & Distribution,  
DHS Aud, 6:30 p.m.

 Freshman Connection Day
September
2 Labor Day - No School
3 Superintendent’s Conference Day 

3 Kindergarten Hot Dog Roast 
3-4:30 p.m.

 Cayuga Heights Open House and 
Supply Drop Off

 Grades 2 and 4 - 4:45-6:15 p.m.
 Grades 1, 3, and 5- 5:30-7 p.m.
4 First Day of School
9 Parent Information Night,  

DHS Aud, 6:30-8 p.m.
11 Middle School Open House  

6-8 p.m.
 Lancaster Parent Information 

Night, Lancaster HS, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
12 High School Open House 6 p.m.
17  Senior Parent College/Financial 

Aid Night 6:30pm
27 Superintendent’s Conference Day 
October
4 K-12 - 15 Minute Early Dismissal 

Drill
14 Columbus Day - No School
15-18 Spirit Week
16 DMS Pep Rally
18  Homecoming Game Depew VS 

Lancaster 7:30 p.m.
19 Homecoming Dance

Mary Badham (right) spoke about her role in To Kill a Mockingbird 
with AP English students.

English Teacher Paul Endres
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Superintendent

We’re on a Mission
On behalf of the students, parents, teachers, administrators and 
Board of Education, we would like to thank the Depew School 
Community for supporting the 2019-2020 fiscal plan with an 
approval rate of 78%. Once again, your vote of confidence 
indicates to us that you are in support of our goals and the direction that we have set 
for the Depew Union Free School District.

Furthermore, it is important to share with you that as a District we have continued 
our efforts, to identify strengths and areas of focus within our programming. It is 
critical to understand that our persistent mission is to monitor specific goals for 
improvement and then design our resources around achieving those goals. Over the 
past several years, key themes have emerged as priorities and those priorities have 
been realized through victories, such as:

• A 98% graduation rate with over 85% of Depew High School graduates 
attending post-secondary institutions;

• Other successes in commencement assessments with increased passing rates, as 
well as increases in mastery levels;

• The third year of a district-wide 1:1 computing initiative where each student 
has access to an iPad or a Chromebook to access digital textbooks and/or course 
materials;

• Careful monitoring of budgetary decisions has allowed the district to remain 
within the property tax cap and maintain instructional programming for K-12 
students, all within the constraints of continued insufficient state aid;

• Bolstering relationships with parents in the education of their children;

• Maintaining the beautiful facilities that we have over the long term with the 
support of a Capital Project, which began on April 1, 2018 and will continue 
through October 2019;

• And, fostering partnerships with municipalities and neighboring school districts.

I can assure you that as we enter into the 2019-2020 school year, the leadership 
team of the District will continue to take every opportunity to address any emerging 
issues in order to continue to achieve our District’s mission, “To challenge and 
inspire students to achieve at the highest level and become responsible citizens”. 
With your continued support we will be able to celebrate our successes, zero in 
on the issues affecting education and ultimately continue our work in becoming a 
school district of excellence.

Enjoy a safe and relaxing summer season with your families and I look forward to 
seeing you in the fall.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

School Resource 
Officer Gets New Ride

School Resource Officer Scott Hossfeld’s police car was 
updated with Depew Wildcat branding this spring. He is 
pictured with therapy dog, Calloway. The design was created 
by Depew senior Zac Buck.

Sunshine Corner 
Project Lead the Way Receives 
Contribution

The Lancaster and Cheektowaga Chambers of 
Commerce, Try-It Distributing and Legislator John 
Bruso recently presented the Depew Project Lead The 
Way program with a check for $600. 

Teacher Awarded Two Grants
Eighth grade English Teacher Melissa Pilon 
won a $2,000 grant from the Book Love 
Foundation to expand her classroom library. 
Ms. Pilon also received a $300 grant for 
books from the Lancaster Youth Bureau. 

Check out our Facebook page at  
www.Facebook.com/DepewSchools.org 
for school news throughout the year!
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Assistant Superintendent

Future Ready Learning
To remain globally competitive and develop engaged citizens, 
schools must weave 21st century competencies and expertise 
throughout the learning experience. These include the 
development of critical thinking, complex problem solving, 
collaboration, and adding multimedia communication into the teaching of traditional 
academic subjects. In this age of rapid change, we need to provide learning 
opportunities that develop inquiry skills and allow students to design inventive 
solutions. 

At Depew UFSD, we have captured this vision of teaching and learning in the 
following District goal:

To transform learning through an innovative K-12 educational environment that 
prepares our students for a rapidly changing world.

In today’s world, being a self-directed and self-determined learner is one of the 
most important skills to have. Our schools and committees have spent much time in 
creating clearly articulated beliefs and programs that will help each child develop 
these important life skills.

Our district-wide STEAM program is a major vehicle to develop the expertise our 
students will need for their futures. Listed below are a few STEAM highlights from 
the 2018-19 school year: 

• Our K-5 students had the opportunity to use the engineering process, design and 
develop models, and ask questions and define problems 

• Our grade 6 students researched information on a country and then created an 
amusement park (robotics design challenge) using coding skills.

• Our grade 6-8 Science curriculum was featured in STANYS’ Science Teachers 
Bulletin, (Spring 2019). The article’s author, Kathaleen Burke states, “The 
Depew NY School District made the decision to conduct a pilot of a suggested 
NYSSLS-aligned curriculum and to collect evidence of student learning. 
The results are useful and worth consideration as a model.” She notes that 
transforming classrooms to make the New York State Science Learning 
Standards (NYSSLS) an operational reality has to be a well-thought-out process. 
“We wanted to provide a place where kids could practice argumentation.” - 
Robert Pilon, a teacher at Depew Middle School, summarizing the motivation 
for the 2018-2019 pilot of the new Middle School Science Curriculum. 

• Grades 9-12 interdisciplinary explorations led to deep subject learning in our 
Science, Technology and Art programs. 

For the 2019-20 school year there is much more in store for our students. A 
sampling of learning activities is listed below: 

• K-12 project-based learning to develop skills such as leadership, teamwork, 
public speaking, research/writing, problem-solving, evaluation/reflection, 
technology and time-management

• An enhanced STEAM classroom for K-5 students to nurture creativity and 
experimentation

Continued on page 7

Sixth Grade STEAM 
Class Final Project
After attending 
a conference in 
November, science 
teacher Mr. Aaron 
Nolan couldn’t 
wait to bring back 
a piece of new 
technology he saw. 
The technology is 
called Hummingbird 
robotics kits, which 
allow students to not only code, but also to 
engineer and design a meaningful mechanical 
system that could move, light up and make noise. 
This system is unique because the students can 
use their own materials to build their robots, 
giving them even more freedom to be creative. 

The district purchased some Hummingbird kits 
and received them in January, just in time for the 
second semester to start. Mr. Nolan immediately 
implemented them into the sixth-grade STEAM 
class. After learning how to code using free 
software on their Chromebooks, testing out 
sensors, and other hardware, students began to 
design an amusement park ride. Some of the 
students chose to recreate their favorite ride, 
others tried to come up with something unique. 
Some groups modeled their ride after Disney’s 
“It’s a Small World” and incorporated their 
research into their project.

On the date of the class’ carnival, their projects 
were set up and as a boat passed by, a sensor 
would set their ride in motion, play music and 
blink its LEDs. 

The students and Mr. Nolan learned a great deal 
from using the kits. A new and improved project 
using the kits is planned for the sixth-grade 
STEAM class in September.

Depew Featured in Science Teachers 
Association of New York State Spring 

Bulletin

Check it out at https://stanys.org/
STANYS-Bulletin-Current on Page 48
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Congratulations to the Top 10% of the Senior Class of 2019
Using grade point averages from seven semesters, we are happy to announce the Top 10 percent of the Class of 2019. We wish all our 
graduates much success as they start their path of lifelong learning. Congratulations on your achievements during your time at Depew Schools.

Samantha D. Maroshick
Valedictorian

Harvard University

Harvard Faculty 
Scholarship 

Sociology

Elizabeth M. Maroshick
Salutatorian

University of Notre Dame

University Scholarship

Film, Television & 
Theatre

Eliana G. Addesa  
University at Buffalo

Honors College

Occupational Science/
Occupational Therapy

Cassandra M. Puglisi
Binghamton University

Biology/Pre-Med

Alexandria L. Fazio
Canisius College

All-College Honors 
Program

Ignation Scholarship

Double major in  
Adolescence Education and History

Alyssa M. Heisler
Hilbert College

Honors Program

Hilbert Scholarship

Forensic Science/Crime 
Scene Investigation

Nicholas R. Sugg
University at Buffalo

Army ROTC Scholarship

Mechanical Engineering

Nicholas R. Schielke
University at Buffalo

Mechanical Engineering

Kelsey R. Sikora
Villa Maria College

Honors Program

Alumni & Presidential 
Honors Program 
Scholarships

Graphic Design and a minor in Photography

Joseph V. Amirato
University at Buffalo

Architecture

Katelyn J. Szefler
Daemen College

Dean’s Scholarship

Physical Therapy

Seangtavhanh (Kyle) Luangpakdy
University at Buffalo

Computer Engineering

Martin J. Florian, Jr.
SUNY Erie

Industrial Technology

Richard C. Dotterweich
Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Founders Scholarship

Chemical Engineering

An T. Tran  
Canisius College

Peter Canisius Scholarship

Biology/Pre-Med

Katie F. Gasiewicz
Canisius College

Peter Canisius & Visit 
Scholarships

Medical Laboratory 
Science
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Cayuga Heights Running Club 
Continues to Grow
Another chapter of the Wildcats on the Move Running Club is in the books! During late 
January, students in grades 3-5 laced up their sneakers to tackle a new running season. The 
team looked a little different this year as numbers from last year grew 114%! Seventy-
five students came out and made the commitment to meet 2-3 times per week, to set and 
accomplish goals, increase their physical activity, and be part of a team.

As athletes logged miles, they met milestones and were rewarded in different ways by 
Rising New York Road Runners (NYRR). They earned t-shirts, wristbands, water bottles, 
drawstring bags, and 26 of the athletes exceeded the marathon distance of 26.2 miles over 
the course of the season. Athletes that reached this milestone were awarded a race medal. 
This coupled with the support and encouragement of the coaching staff resulted in the 
achievement of some amazing individual and team goals.

The First Annual Wellcats for Life 5k race was held on May 21 and 28% of the participants 
were from the CHE Running Club. On June 1, 30 athletes and their families gathered in 
Delaware Park to participate in the Independent Health 1.8-mile Kids Run. There was a 
total of 802 people who attended this event. Calleigh Witkowski and Silas Borowiec walked 
away with a trophy for being in the top 3 of their age group. Our female athletes in the 6-8 
age group placed 3rd (Calleigh Witkowski), fourth (Olivia Nagy), fifth (Heather Yates), and 
8th (Maggie Hupkowicz) out of 151 runners! Silas Borowiec placed second for the boys 
ages 6-8 after losing a shoe during the first hundred yards of the race! Luckily for Silas he 
was reunited with his shoe on stage while receiving his trophy. Lilah Fatta placed seventh 
for girls ages 9-11 out of 132 runners. Both Owen Muench and Logan Bishop placed in the 
top 10, for boys ages 9-11 with Ryan Peszko not far behind in place 11 out of 145 runners. 
25% of our athletes were in the top 10 of their age group; 40% were in the top 20 and 50% 
were in the top 30!

During the season the focus was not solely on physical achievements but also encouraging 
the growth of the whole child in all areas of development. Students learned the importance 
of giving back to their community and coming together as a team to work towards a 
common goal. The team collectively logged miles and Rising NYRR awarded them with 
a $150 gift card to Barnes and Noble. This gift was used to enhance the Cayuga Library 
with additional copies of popular books Mrs. Bulas has struggled to keep on the shelves 
plus a few newer releases! At the end of the season, five runners were gifted New Balance 
sneakers to continue working on their goals. Rising NYRR in conjunction with the CHE 
coaches hope this will encourage them to continue running and being a part of the district 
running teams for years to come.

After four and a half months, the CHE athletes logged 1,658 miles. The team set a goal 
to run the distance it would take to reach Disneyland in Anaheim, California. Although 
they did not make it there, they did reach Arapaho National Forest, which is located in the 
heart of the Rocky Mountains in Colorado. All of the athletes should be very proud of their 
growth and accomplishments this season. Coach Fatta and Coach Oldin and very proud of 
each and every one of you.

Coach Fatta & Coach Oldin

Coach Oldin, Silas Borowiec, Coach Fatta

Front Row: Madison Nagel. Back Row: Carter 
Pawlik, Ricky Hupkowicz, Bailey Wachowiak, 
Ashlyn Guggemos.

Lilah Fatta, Emily Cordon, Olivia Nagy
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Meet the New Faces at Depew 
Leslie Walter- Grade 6-8 Teacher Assistant
Leslie Walter is the new Teacher Assistant at Depew Middle School. She is from Clarence, 
NY where she went to elementary, middle and high school. From there Leslie went to SUNY 
Fredonia where she studied Childhood Inclusive Education. After she graduated with her 
bachelor’s degree, she attended Canisius College for her master’s degree in Advanced Special 
Education, focusing her studies on the Principles of Applied Behavior Analysis. Leslie has had a 
vast experience of working with students of all ability levels and with different disabilities. She 
has worked many different places such as The Summit Center, Aspire of Western New York and 
The Children’s League. She is so excited to begin her journey at Depew Middle School and hopes 
to guide children into the fun stages of middle school and prepare them for the beginning stages of 
adulthood as they leave Depew Middle School and enter into Depew High School.  

Aaron Ertel - Leave Replacement for Grade 3
After graduating from Depew, Aaron Ertel went on and earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Childhood Education at Buffalo State College. Aaron is still attending Buffalo State, finishing 
his master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction. Throughout his undergraduate he has earned 
his coaching certification as well. He has been coaching three sports at Depew for the past 
three years. He recently has been placed in a third grade classroom at Cayuga Heights. Being 
a graduate from Depew, Aaron wants to give back and provide students a fun and engaging 
opportunity to learn and grow in the district from where he came from. He is excited to start the 
new year!

Elizabeth Van Harken- leave replacement for HS math department
Lizzie Van Harken earned her bachelor’s degree from Canisius College and her master’s at 
Buffalo State College. She has taught at Sweet Home, Holland, St. Joseph’s Collegiate, and 
Health Sciences Charter School. She is eager to join the team at Depew High School and teach 
mathematics in a way that is engaging and relevant to students’ experiences and lives. Lizzie 
hopes to spark the love of mathematics that lasts a lifetime!

Jenna Smith - leave replacement for grade 1
Jenna Smith is excited to be teaching first grade at Cayuga Heights this year! This coming 
school year will be her sixth year teaching. Prior to becoming a first grade teacher at Cayuga 
Heights Elementary, she has 4 years of experience teaching first grade. In addition, Jenna studied 
elementary education for her undergraduate program and studied special education for her 
master’s program at Buffalo State College. Her goal for her time at Depew is to instill a love for 
learning in her students, working to create lifelong learners! 

Peter Blanford - MS Music Teacher
As an Amherst native, Peter Blanford is excited to start his new career as a part of the Depew 
Union Free School District. After graduating from Ithaca College with a bachelor’s degree in 
Music Education, he went on to work for three years at Buffalo Academy of Science Charter 
School where he wrote and taught the curriculum for seventh and eighth grade General Music 
as well as three additional high school elective courses. In his summers, Peter was on the 
conducting faculty of Ithaca College’s Summer Music Academy, where he led vocal ensembles 
and taught music theory. Having just recently graduated with his master’s degree in Choral 
Conducting from SUNY Fredonia, he is excited to get started on his first year at Depew Middle 
School. He hopes to build upon the existing program and lead it in an exciting direction while 
continuing to provide inspiring and meaningful musical experiences for all students.

Leadership Day
“Good morning, welcome to Leadership 
Day!” was the greeting from kindergarten 
and first grade Cayuga Heights students on 
the morning of May 21, 2019. 

From that first greeting to the presentations 
and tours, students demonstrated their 
Leader in Me skills from the 7 Habits of 
Highly Successful people. 

The Seven Habits are:

1. Be Proactive

2. Begin with the end in mind

3. Put first things first

4. Think win-win

5. Seek first to understand before being 
understood

6. Synergize

7. Sharpen the saw

Third grade students showed the 100-plus 
parents, community members and school 
personnel gathered for the presentation 
their leadership binders. 

“From Caring Leaders creating #friendship, 
Lighthouse Leaders collecting over 
100 items for the Cayuga Cares Food 
Collection and presenting on coding and 
much more, the students showed why 
Cayuga Heights is the best in the world,” 
Elementary School Principal Michelle 
Kudla said. 

Other highlights included a “What I 
Want to be When I Grow Up” Parade by 
kindergarten and first graders, reading 
racecars, the shapes of movement and a 
special “Happy Birthday” song for the 
Village of Depew’s 125th birthday.
See more photos on Page 18.

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Lunch Hero Day
For the fifth year in a row, Depew 
students honored the superheroes of 
food service who serve up plates of 
tender loving nutrition every day. On 
Friday, May 3 Depew Union Free 
School District celebrated Lunch Hero 
Day.

Students at Cayuga Heights 
Elementary and the Middle and 
High schools demonstrated their 
appreciation with handmade cards, 
posters, special announcements 
during lunch and bunches of treats 
and flowers for the hard-working food 
service workers. 

“The importance and nutritional value 
of school meals are well documented. 
For many children, school lunch is 
the most important and nutrient-rich 
meal of their day,” said Barbara Albi, 
Depew’s Food Service Director. 

During the 2018-2019 school year, 
Albi and her staff of 22 served 
122,418 breakfasts and 137,573 
lunches at Depew schools.

“The cafeteria staff of Depew Schools 
consistently strives to make lunchtime 
the favorite part of every student’s day,” said Dr. Jeffrey Rabey, superintendent. “From their 
warm and compassionate welcoming environment that they provide in the cafeteria to the 
personal touch that they deliver with every student’s meal, to how they encourage our kids 
to eat healthier; Depew’s nutritional professionals are truly heroes to our school-community 
and deserve to be recognized.” 

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Future Ready Learning
Continued from page 3

• Grade 6 Foundations of Health class, 
with a focus on healthy decision-
making, goal setting and cyber 
communication 

• Grade 8 “Innovation Station” Project-
based learning elective (by student 
application)

• Reconfiguration of HS Library to 
a Creative Learning Center, with 
areas for film design, makerspaces, 
interactive/collaborative work and a 
variety of media tools to enhance 21st 
century skills.

We are excited about our vision and 
continued growth to enhance learning for 
our students that is rigorous and relevant 
for their futures. I hope you are able 
to join us next year during our various 
showcase events (Open House, Parent 
Teacher Conferences and STEAM night) 
to see firsthand the innovative things 
happening in our schools and for your 
children.

All the best for a safe and enjoyable 
summer!

Sincerely,

Susan B. Frey 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, 
Instruction and Personnel
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Youth Bureau HOF 
On May 7 eight students from Depew High 
School were inducted into the Lancaster 
Youth Bureau Hall of Fame. Kayla Bulas, 
Zoe Kaminski, William Kapinos, Elizabeth 
Maroshick, Samantha Maroshick, Cassandra 
Puglisi, Sarah Rolling (not pictured) 
and Nicholas Schielke were honored 
for their academic and extracurricular 
accomplishments and for their dedication 
and commitment to the school and 
community. Congratulations to all!

Youth Bureau Hall of Fame inductees are pictured 
with Counselor Leo Cintron and Principal Carol 
Townsend.

First-Ever Heroes’ Night   
On May 30, Student Senate held the first Heroes’ Night at Depew High School. This event 
was designed to allow senior students an opportunity to recognize teachers who have 
greatly influenced them during their school career. Students were given the opportunity to 
choose any teacher who has impacted their life, from any grade K-12. Students often spend 
significant amount of time with teachers, not only in class, but often during free periods and 
after school, forming extremely impactful relationships. As there are very few opportunities 
for students to speak at graduation or even publicly about those who have helped students 
along the way, Heroes’ Night was an opportunity for those who have worked extremely 
hard throughout high school and have seen significant success both in and outside of the 
classroom to thank those who have helped them at school. Teachers recognized included: 
Mrs. Ferreri, Ms. Foels, Mr. Kroetsch, Mrs. Fatta, Mrs. Hatfield, Mrs. Tabak, Mr. Uhrich, 
Mrs. Cartonia, Mr. Caban and Mr. Parry.

Leadership in Action 

DHS Student Senate, Class Officers and Leadership in Action students attended the WNY Advisors Association 
Conference at the University at Buffalo on March 21. Students were immersed in engaging speakers, idea exchanges 
and mindfulness activities. All students who attended came back with new ideas to benefit the students of Depew 
High School.

IMPACT Team 
Donates to Depew 
Threads

Members of the DHS IMPACT Team presented a 
check for $700 to Depew Threads from the proceeds 
of the Father-Daughter Dance held in February.

IMPACT stands for “I’M Promoting Activism & 
Change Today!”. Depew Threads is a resource for 
any Depew student in need of clothing.
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
High School Music News 
• Digital Music Production students prepared projects 

for an evaluation contest run by a professional music 
technology teachers’ organization. As a result, each 
student received a rating, feedback and now a free 
student membership to the organization and will 
receive a code for a multimedia product.

• The Marching Band traveled to Washington DC in 
May to perform in a parade at Busch Gardens. 

• George Kroetch was awarded the 2019 ECMEA/BPO 
Award for Excellence in Music Education. 

• Heather Lovelace (right) was named the 2018-19 
Buffalo State Choral Music Educator of the Year! 
Mrs. Lovelace and Mr. Kroetch were recognized at the Buffalo State Philharmonic 
Orchestra concert on May 7 in the Performing Arts Center at Rockwell Hall.

• Seven students in Depew’s Men’s Choir headed to Cornell University to rehearse and 
perform with the Cornell Glee Club and acapella group with Teacher Heather Lovelace 
in February. The trip gave the students a chance to hone their skills and see how they can 
participate in music after high school. 

Mrs. Heather Lovelace

Patch Design 
Rockets to Space 
One student’s 
achievement is 
out of this world! 
Ninth-grader Brian 
Sounevongsa 
created one of four 
designs selected 
for a patch that 
was rocketed to the 
International Space 
Station in July! 
He was announced 
a winner during 
a trip to the Niagara Falls Flight and 
Aerospace Museum. A contest was held 
at every grade level and Brian’s design 
was submitted to the contest through 
WNY STEM Hub. Students had to go 
through the engineering design process 
to create their patches and Brian said 
significant scientific discoveries were his 
inspiration for a patch with an astronaut 
hovering near a planet with the Wildcat 
logo and a ring of scientific symbols and 
equations. Congratulations!

Brian Sounevongsa 
receives his award from 
WNY STEM Hub.

Be a Government Leader for a Day 
Contest 
Congratulations to fourth grader Camryn Domino, sophomore Arianna Dommell, and 
junior Justin Cwiklinski on being honorary members of Depew’s Village Government 
on June 10, 2019. Camryn and Arianna shadowed Police Chief Miller and Justin worked 
with Village Attorney Sam Alba. Justin also returned to the village board to shadow the 
Village Prosecutor. The students were given proclamations by Mayor Kevin Peterson, who 
recognized them for their interest and participation. This contest is held each year in May, 
allowing students to experience local government. To participate, students at any grade must 
submit an essay, video or presentation answering either what they would improve about 
Depew or what position they would like to serve in. 

Trip to Irish 
Classical Theatre

Sixty DHS juniors and seniors in Mr. Endres’ 
English classes enjoyed a production of Hamlet at 
the Irish Classical Theatre in downtown Buffalo 
on April 30. An epic three-hour performance really 
brought the story that the students recently read 
to life. Students commented that they especially 
liked the fencing, great acting, and intimate seating 
arrangement of the theater. 
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Follies Week 

Follies Week culminated with the annual Follies Assembly. Pictured are some of the seniors cheering on their 
classmates through some messy and fun challenges.

Students Succeed at NYS DECA 
Competition and Career Conference
In March, DECA 
Advisor Ms. 
Jessica Leary 
accompanied three 
students to the New 
York State DECA 
Competition and 
Career Conference in 
Rochester. 

Junior, Tarek Karzoun 
placed in the top 
10 for one of his 
roleplays in the 
Entrepreneurship 
competition. 

Junior, Sarah Rolling, 
and Christopher 
Burgio, sophomore, earned first place in the Community Service Project event. This event 
required students to complete a community service project, prepare a 30-page manual, 
and an extensive presentation which they presented to the judges at the conference. 
Sarah Rolling, Chris Burgio, and another DECA member, Marcianna Cardona came up 
with their community service project, “Project Pen Pal” to help ease loneliness and give 
people someone to connect with and talk to. They reached out and connected all three of 
Depew schools to each other and to 100 residents from area nursing homes, Greenfield 
and Lancaster Manor. They worked with the elementary Kindness Club, and had over 150 
students involved at the elementary, 50 students from the middle school, and over 160 at 
the high school. The project extended throughout the school year. It was a huge undertaking 
and very much a success for our students and the community. Sarah and Chris headed to 
Orlando in April for the national level competition.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL

Pictured is DECA Advisor Ms. Jessica Leary, Sarah Rolling, Chris Burgio and Tarek 
Karzoun.

Student Senate 
Recognized 
The High School Student Senate was 
recognized as a 2019 National Gold 
Council of Excellence by the National 
Student Council (NatStuCo). Student 
Councils must meet very specific 
criteria to earn this recognition including 
participation in leadership development 
and service to the school and community. 

Student Senate officers, President Zoe Kaminski, 
Social Media Secretary Kelsey Sikora and Vice 
President Anna Lucci. Missing from Picture: 
Secretary Katelyn Szefler.

Grads Visit DMS 
and Cayuga Heights 

Before the Class of 2019 walked across the stage 
at graduation, they walked the halls of the middle 
school and Cayuga Heights Elementary, visiting 
with their past teachers and high-fiving current 
students. 



11

Academy of 
Finance News
2018-19 was another 
great year for the 
Depew High School 
Academy of Finance. 
From the Fall Trip to 
Chicago to Financial 
Literacy Month and 
the 12th Annual Car 
& Bike Show, this 
year has been one for 
the books. This year 
would not have been possible without 
the help of the local business community, 
which allowed for guest speakers in March 
from Project Invest, attending the iDay 
insurance conference and Good Neighbors 
Credit Union sponsoring Mad City Money 
in April. This year would also not have 
been possible without our wonderful 
students. They were awarded for their 
efforts at the Year-End Celebration on 
May 15. A special congratulations goes 
to AOF students Sarah Rolling and Mitch 
Vannelli on their amazing Business and 
Education Employability Portfolios that 
were selected by the Niagara Frontier 
Industry and Education Council to receive 
scholarships. We are looking forward to 
another amazing year in 2019-20. The 
annual trip will take AOF students to 
Boston, MA in November.

SADD Club Cleans 
Up Park 

On Monday, May 6, students from the SADD Club 
went to Stiglemeier Park to rid the park of tobacco 
product waste. SADD students have been working 
with Reality Check Tobacco-Free Western New York 
from Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center 
to change legislation to make Cheektowaga Parks 
become tobacco-free.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL

French presentation at Erie Community 
College 
Upper level DHS French students presented at SUNY ECC’s Spring Arts Festival on May 1.  
Students were invited to participate in the Festival in any way they chose - from songs to 
poems, discussing the trip to France and French geography!

By taking French 4 and 5, DHS students can earn up to 6.5 college credits in French, 
transferable to any SUNY college and most private schools, for one third the cost of SUNY 
ECC tuition!

Juniors Mitchell 
Vannelli and Sarah 
Rolling. 

High School Art News
• Juniors Riley Williams and Andres Pyc showed their work at the Spring Celebration 

High School Invitational at Buffalo State College

• Art students entered a contest through the Buffalo Museum of Science entitled “I am the 
Solution to Plastic Pollution” and won! The solar system, made out of plastic bags and 
other up-cycled materials, was on display at the Buffalo Science Museum!

• Junior Mykenzie Oleksy won a Merit Award at the Storrs All High Photo Show at the 
Kenan Center in Lockport.

Pictured with their plastic bag solar system is Teacher Khrista Tabak, Riley Williams, Isabelle Beach, Emily 
Adamczak and Spencer Marlin.



12

Tech Savvy Girls 
On March 16, three of middle school 
students - Samantha Pintabona, Alyssa 
Ackman and Makayla Seawood - 
attended the all-day Tech Savvy Girls 
2019 Conference hosted by University 
of Buffalo School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences along with Praxair 
and AAUW at the University of Buffalo 
Amherst campus. This was a great 
opportunity for the young ladies to individually participate in a number of workshops from 
engineering, crime scene investigation, biology and coding as well as meet other women in 
this field. All participating seventh graders completed a Negotiating Workshop as well as 
College Corner where they filled out a Tech Savvy University College application and also 
did a short mock college interview. At the end of their College Corner they received a Tech 
Savvy University Acceptance Letter!

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

National Junior 
Honor Society 
induction 
The Depew Middle School National 
Junior Honor Society inducted 31 
new members into its chapter on May 
2. In addition to achieving honor roll 
averages for three consecutive marking 
periods, students also had to demonstrate 
strong examples of leadership, service, 
character, and citizenship. Students 
participated in a candle lighting 
ceremony relaying the 5 Pillars of Honor 
Society. New members also took a 
pledge promising to uphold the ideals 
of Honor Society in their school and 
community. The ceremony was led by 
the advisor, Mrs. Jaime Garver and Mrs. 
Jessica Iwanicki and the NJHS officers. 

Seventh Grade Inductees: Alyssa 
Ackman, Rian Alberti, Abbey Bortz, 
Mya Bush, Alexis Cavaretta, Scott 
Cooper, Aubrey Corbett, Julie Durham, 
Ellie Evangelista, Colin Fleming, 
Christopher Kanick, Evan Kinderman, 
Jenna Lis, Giovanna Macchioni, Tylee 
McCray, Sasa Nguyen, Thomas Parini, 
Nathan Pawlik, Kathryn Piatkowski, 
Samantha Pintabona, Ryleigh Scuto, 
Makayla Seawood, Addisyn Smaczniak, 
Taylor Thompson, Lena Tran, Tara 
Uplinger-Dauer, Mia Vannelli, Krystal 
Wainwright, Raegan Wentlent, Lukas 
Wolfe, and Lauren Zubler.

Samantha Pintabona, Alyssa Ackman and Makayla Seawood

From Dijon to Depew 
Thirty ninth grade students from Dijon, France were welcomed by Depew Middle and High 
School students from May 11- 15.

For the past 10 years, French students have visited Depew to experience American life and 
to improve their English skills.

DMS and DHS French students’ families welcome these guests - generously opening 
their homes and their hearts. It is a great educational and international friendship-building 
experience for all our Depew students.

Exploring Quebec
Seventh and eighth grade French students 
had a great time learning about French 
culture and history in Quebec! They 
visited Quebec City and toured the old 
town, the citadel and Basilica of Saint 
Anne de Beauprès, tried Canadian maple 
syrup, visited a wood carver and took a 
cable car to the top of Montmorency Falls.
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Learning to Tie a 
Fly

Fly Fishing International volunteers visited the 
Depew Middle School Library in March and April 
to instruct the sixth-grade students how to tie a fly 
for fly fishing. Each student was given a vice with 
all the supplies needed and completed a horsehair 
fly for catching bluegills. Fun was had by all!

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
Horseback Riding 
in Life Skills Class 
In May, 
Mrs. 
Adrienne 
Battaglia’s 
life skills 
class at 
Depew 
Middle 
had the 
opportunity 
to go 
horseback 
riding at 
Lothlorien 
Therapeutic 
Riding 
Center (LTRC) in East Aurora. LTRC 
was established in 1983 to provide 
horsemanship and horseback riding 
opportunities for individuals of all ages 
with cognitive, physical, emotional and 
learning disabilities. Through a generous 
grant from the Lancaster Elks, Mrs. 
Battaglia’s students learned to mount 
and steer a horse. The students were able 
to horseback ride during two separate 
sessions. Each student was accompanied 
by volunteers from Lothlorien who 
served as “spotters.” 

Pictured on the horse with 
volunteer spotters is sixth grade 
student Marissa Baker.

47th Annual Freedom in America 
Contest 
On April 12, the 47th annual 
Freedom in America essay and 
poster contest finalists presented 
their work to a panel of judges. 
Essay finalists were eighth 
graders Madeline Doctor, Jessica 
Palmisano and Kiera Szuba, 
and seventh graders Krystal 
Wainwright and Sasa Nguyen. 
They each picked a topic to 
express what freedom means to them, using current world events to make their point. 

The finalists in the poster portion of the contest were seventh graders Luisa Pyc, Stacee 
Bryan, Madison Wascak, Riley Whitehead, and Krystal Wainwright. Their work was 
displayed on stage, while all other Freedom in America poster submissions were displayed 
on the walls of the high school auditorium. 

The judges, which included community members, school administrators and a previous 
student winner, deliberated and chose the winners - Jessica Palmisano and Stacee Bryan. 

Congratulations to the winners and all the finalists for their hard work! 

LEAD Students Visit Cayuga Heights   
Middle School LEAD students visited Cayuga Heights second grade classrooms on 
February 8 to teach a Leader in Me lesson.

Sixth, seventh and eighth grade students paired off to help students read a story about a 
team of astronauts and feelings in terms of weather. Many of the students visited their own 
second grade teachers’ classrooms.

After the stories, students discussed the Leader in Me tenants as well as questions about 
being in middle school.

“I was a caring leader at Cayuga and I decided to be in LEAD to keep doing good the same 
way,” Abigayle Blevins said

“You wouldn’t believe it, but Abigayle was my shyest student at the beginning of second 
grade. I am so proud to see Abigayle and Matt (Thorne) teach my class today,” Mrs. Lisa 
Hyman said. 

Pictured are Mr. Pagano, Jessica Palmisano and Stacee Bryan and Mr. 
Carlino.
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Spanish Class 
Makes Ojos de Dios

Seventh and eighth-grade Spanish students in Mrs. 
Thomas’ classes made a Mexican craft in class. 
Students created Ojos de Díos which traditionally 
created by fathers in Mexico to watch over and 
protect their children. Pictured is Evan Kinderman. 

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

NJHS car wash 
The National Junior Honor Society held its 
Annual Car Wash on June 22, 2019. The students 
were very busy washing vehicles including one 
motorcycle, one motor tricycle and a T-Top 
Convertible Car that did not put his roof up! 
All proceeds went to the charity of the students’ 
choice, Ronald McDonald House of WNY. Thank 
you for the support!

Character Education Breakfast 
One hundred and eighty-five middle school 
students were honored at the Character 
Education Breakfast on May 21. All of the 
students were recognized by their teachers for 
exemplifying positive behavior and contributing 
to the positive culture we are fostering at 
Depew Middle School. The Depew Rotary Club 
sponsors the breakfast every year. The students 
were treated to a buffet breakfast, served by the 
Board of Education and Rotary members and 
received a character award. 

Summer Professional Learning for Depew Educators  
Twelve teachers and administrators 
from across the Depew School District 
attended the National “Schoology Next” 
conference in July. Schoology is a 
comprehensive Learning Management 
System adopted by our District in 
2016 that ties together our one to one 
technology resources as well as connects 
students together in a collaborative 
learning experience that extends well 
beyond the classroom walls. Joining 
educators from across the nation in 
Florida, our faculty participated in 3 
days of excellent workshops focused 
on creating engaging activities in 
Schoology, incorporating student voice 
and choice in learning, designing high 
quality assessments, enhancing parental 
communication and involvement and 
safeguarding students’ digital footprint.

Another group of fourteen Depew 
educators attended the Building 
Learning Communities conference, also 

in July. This conference brought together 
colleagues from around the world who care 
deeply about bringing the best innovative 
and practical learning resources to our 
students. Sessions addressed themes such 
as Designing Rigorous and Motivating 
Assignments; Nurturing Creativity, 
Curiosity, Empathy and Courage; Teaching 
Global Communication Skills; Contributing 
to Professional Learning Communities; 

Crafting Vision and Managing Change, 
just to name a few. 

Both professional development 
opportunities were made possible by a 
grant from New York State secured by 
our District Office. Participating teachers 
applied to attend the conference and will 
train other members of our district faculty 
in the coming school year. 



15

Flag Day at 
Cayuga Heights 

Students at Cayuga Heights showed their patriotic 
spirit on Flag Day by wearing red, white and blue 
and creating wearable crafts that looked like the 
American flag. All students walked around the track 
and sang “You’re A Grand Old Flag”. Pictured is 
Izabella Brooks-Fioretti.

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Fitness for Kids Challenge Culminates 
with Concert   
Get nine hours of sleep each night. Be sure to eat at least five servings of fruits and 
vegetables a day. Keep screen time to two hours or less. Get up and be active for 60 minutes 
every day. Put those sugary drinks down and drink water! These are all of the healthy habits 
the students at Cayuga Heights Elementary were challenged to put into their lifestyle this 
school year. The physical education staff once again teamed up with Independent Health for 
the “Fitness For Kids Challenge.” 

Due to the hard work and commitment of the students to living healthier lives, Cayuga 
Heights was awarded a fun and interactive school assembly concert by local performer, 
Kevin McCarthy. On April 15, Kevin rocked the gym with sounds, music, and special 
effects. The students were able to stand up, dance, and sing to popular pop music all while 
learning the importance of making healthy choices every day. In between songs, Kevin 
talked to the students about eating sun-made food, drinking plenty of water, getting enough 
sleep, and being active every day. The message was clear and there certainly was a buzz 
around the halls regarding this exciting event. Way to go Cayuga!

SPCA Therapy Dogs Visit Second 
Grade Class 
In April, the students in Mrs. Schaaf’s class were visited by three therapy dogs: Charlie, 
Buttercup and Abner. School counselor, Lorrie Wojtkowiak, set up the visit through SPCA‘s 
“PAWS for Love” program.

During the visit, a shared reading occurred amongst the handlers, classroom teacher and 
school counselor. The visit ended with the students reading their recently completed How-
To Books to their favorite dog. 

Visits from therapy dogs have always been a favorable activity and students shared that they 
cannot wait until the next visit!

Students in Mrs. Schaaf’s class enjoyed the visit from the SPCA’s therapy dogs.

Trip to the Science 
Museum   

Our second-grade students at Cayuga Heights 
Elementary had a great field trip to the Buffalo 
Museum of Science! They enjoyed all the 
interactive exhibits. Pictured is Jayden Gauchat 
from Ms. Smith’s class.´
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Fourth Grade Compete in Annual 
Spelling Bee 
On June 7, eighteen fourth 
graders competed in the annual 
Cayuga Heights Spelling Bee. 
The ceremony began honoring all 
contestants with a presentation 
of finalist participation medals. 
It took 17 rounds to congratulate 
the eventual runner-up, Farhan 
Howlader from Mrs. Schebell’s, 
and champion Gracie Stuber 
from Mrs. Baker’s classroom. 
Gracie correctly spelled the 
word “cascade” to secure the 
championship. All students 
proudly represented their 
classrooms and showcased superior 
spelling abilities in this friendly 
competition.

Pictured are Farhan Howlader and 
champion Gracie Stuber.

Heart Smart

Fifth grade students learned how to keep their 
hearts healthy with some help from University 
at Buffalo School of Medicine students. From 
stethoscopes to x-rays and healthy habits tips, 
students learned how to be Heart Smart!

Fourth Graders 
Demonstrate 
Instruments for 
Third Grade 
On May 3, several members of the fourth-
grade band demonstrated their instruments 
to the entire third grade class. Their goal 
was to inspire the third graders to join 
band next year. Judging from all the bright 
smiles and loud applause, the presentation 
was a big success!

Front: James Mancini, Kylie McCarthy, Kate 
Durham, Reiller Sivecz.

Middle: Daniella Harhigh, Annalise Reed, Carter 
Pawlikowski, Bailey Wachowiak.

Top: Matthew Mangione, Amanda Leach, LeeAnne 
Edwards, Mace Malicki, Harlow Martinez.

100 Days 

Mrs. Belle-Isle’s & Mr. Ward’s kindergarten class celebrated the 100th day of school with a parade around the 
school. The students wore paper vests decorated with 100 things that they decorated at home. They also made hats 
and fruit loop necklaces and engaged in various 100th day activities in the classroom. Pictured is kindergartener 
Colton Stone. 
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Farm Field Trip 

The second grade had a fun trip to the Agricultural Discovery Center at the Erie County Fairgrounds! Chicks, 
goats and calves were some of the highlights.

Kindness Club 
Builds Buddy Bench

This year the Cayuga Height’s Kindness Club’s 
big activity was to build a Buddy Bench. Buddy 
Benches help make sure everyone has someone to 
play with by signaling their classmate sitting on the 
bench needs a friend. The best spot for the bench 
is being chosen and it will be placed at the school 
soon.

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Readers are Leaders at Cayuga Heights 
The readers in Mrs. Peszko and Mrs. 
George’s class have been busy building 
their reading stamina this year. Their 
goal was to read for 40 uninterrupted 
minutes by May 31, 2019. Through 
hard work and perseverance, these 
amazing readers reached their goal by 
participating in a “reading marathon” 
on May 30, complete with race bibs! 
Through working towards this goal, 
students not only became better readers, 
they also learned about the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People. They learned to 
be proactive, begin with the end in mind, 
and to put first things first. Well done 
Readers! Readers are Leaders!

Third-Grade 
Cabbage Project   
Mrs. Cierzo’s third-grade class 
participated in the national 3rd Grade 
Cabbage Program. Bonnie Plants 
initiated the program in 1996 and more 
than 1 million free over-sized cabbage 
plants to third graders in 48 states each 
year. Cayuga Heights students tried to 
cultivate, nurture and grow an award-
winning cabbage for New York state!

Third-grade student Natalya Krakowiak.

Emily Leach, Renaldo Haynes, Anthony Brown, Alana 
O’Hara, Sophia Anderson, Jamie Tomasulo (in front)
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Leadership Day 2019 See full story on Page 6 
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
STEAM Family Fun Night See full story on Page 20 
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math games and more in the 
gym to nebula jars, musical 
flowers, squishy circuits and 
an introduction to coding in 
the cafeteria, as well as galaxy 
tiles, stop-motion animation 
and alien mask making in the 
art wing and an intergalactic 
photo-op and book giveaways, 
the fun learning opportunities 
were out of this world!

140 students participated in 
the “Space Case” challenge 
and winners were determined 
by votes from those in 
attendance. 

The success of the space-themed night would not have been 
possible without the help of the staff and student volunteers. 

We are preparing for another great learning experience  
March 19, 2020. See you there!
See more photos on Page 19.

STEAM Family Night Was Out of This World
Depew Union Free School District enjoyed another successful 
year for the STEAM Family Fun Night. Hundreds of parents, 
students and community members attended the second annual 
event on March 21.

Activities were spread throughout the high school, each 
encompassing at least one of the subjects in STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art and math). From robotics to rockets, 


