
Paw Print Press
Proudly Serving Itasca "The Big Little Town" since 1997

Itasca, Texas 76055 Vol. 2006 Issue #50 December 15, 2006

Santa Arrives in Itasca

The Christmas season officially arrived in Itasca on 
Saturday, December 9, with the 7th Annual Itasca Christmas 
Parade. Each year the parade is different but it always has a 
variety of floats, vehicles, horses and, of course, Santa Claus. 
His mode of transportation is sometimes unconventional 
(once in a helicopter and also in a VW Bug) but he can be 

counted upon to arrive at Veterans’ Park to the delight of 
the children and take his place in the gazebo and listen to each boy and girl as they itemize their 
wish list. This year Santa arrived in a golf cart driven by the 2006 Parade Marshal Dave Heald.

Former Mayor and Councilman is a Chamber of Commerce Director, a past Rotary President, 
has worked on the IVFD ambulance, spearheaded the renewal of the Itasca Cemetery Association 
and is a foundling member of the Rotary Veterans Memorial Committee that oversaw the 
construction of the Itasca Veterans Memorial. Continued on page 6 with more pictures.

Wampus Cat Band Holds Appreciation Tea

In April of 2006, the Wampus Cat Band, 8th through 12th grade, 
traveled to New York City and performed in the National Youth 
Concert at Carnegie Hall. Performing at Carnegie Hall is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity even for well-known artist, and it certainly was 
for a small town high school band.

Eighty student musicians, a third of the 8th -12th student body, made 
the trip to New York City to take part in the momentous event.

Band students held many fundraising in an effort to raise the $85,000 needed for the trip, but 
some of the funds came from donation of supporters in and outside of the Itasca area. 

On November 14, 2006, the Wampus Cat Band held an Appreciation Tea to thank those sponsors. 
Sponsors were presented pictures of the band performing at Carnegie Hall and certificates of 
appreciation. They were also treated to the appreciation and memories of several of the band 
members who made the trip.

"I remember looking around as I sat in Carnegie Hall," Cherri Lloyd said, "and telling myself to 
remember everything, the beautiful architecture, the golden color, the dome shaped roof and the 
most beautiful music I had ever heard as the Itasca Band began to play. Without the sponsors, 
many of us would have never had this wonderful experience. Thank you all."

2006 Band Sweetheart, Beau

Amanda Upchurch, daughter of Homer and Nita Upchurch, was 
crowned Band Sweetheart during the senior/parents night festivities 
at the Hico game on October 27. Amanda is a senior varsity 
cheerleader, member of IHS Honor Society, the Wampus Cat Band 
and the Mowana staff.

Javier Medina, son of Eleazar Medina and Judy Medina, was voted 
the 2006 Band Beau. Javier plays the trombone in the band and is a 

second year PAL. Javier is a member of the IHS Honor Society and Science Club. 
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Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Winter Bible Study at 

First Baptist Church 

Beginning Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m., December 20, we will explore the foundations of creation 
in a three month study of Genesis 1-3. Understanding the case for Biblical Creation is important 
for more than just the high school or college student facing the lies of evolution in science classes; 
it is absolutely fundamental to the Christian faith and the Gospel. Can so many scientists and Ph.
D.s be wrong? Come join in this fascinating look at the Biblical truth about our origins! For a 
schedule of each weeks topic, check us at on the Web at fbcitasca.org.

Central Baptist Church 

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Prayer Service Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! 

Itasca United Methodist Church

Guaranteed no-nap Preaching, or double your doubt back. 

Where Worship Is Joyous

Experience the energy of God’s promise in a beautiful, historic sanctuary. Rev. Tom Wood, Pastor

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Worship 10:50 a.m. 254-687-2475

What Does Your 

Heavenly Account Look Like?

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . ."

"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . "

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."

Matthew 6: 19, 20, 21

God does not mail you a monthly statement, you must keep up with it yourself. Accounting classes now 
being offered at the Church of Christ in Itasca, Sundays 9:45, 10:45, 6:30 p.m.

Presbyterian Church 

***Women’s Bible Study - 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 2nd Monday

***Women’s Bible Study - 7:00 p.m. 2nd Thursday 687-2243 

***Exercise Classes for Senior Citizens or 687-2963

Tuesday & Thursday - 10:00 - Fellowship Hall.

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

1st Saturday of month – 9:00 a.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Citizens State Bank E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Volunteer Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Community Holiday Events

Chamber of Commerce Christmas Lighting Contest - Deadline for applying is Wed., December 
13. Judging will take place on Mon., Dec. 18, between 6 p.m. & 8 p.m.

Central Baptist Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 17, 2006 7:30 p.m.

Central Baptist Church

Public Notice

Committee Openings

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will be accepting applications to fill two (2) vacant 
positions on the Planning & Zoning Committee. All interested persons can receive an application 
at Itasca City Hall, 126 North Hill. The closing date for accepting applications will be Thursday, 
December 14, 2006. For more information, please call 687-2201. 

Felicia Mayberry, Office of Code Enforcement

Chamber of Commerce Banquet

January 29, 2007 - Itasca ISD Cafeteria 

Tickets $10.00 ($12 at door) available at

Citizens State Bank, Itasca High School, Poteet Motors, Itasca Nursing Home, 
HILCO

Page 3 December 15, 2006 Paw Print Press

"Double Trouble" Returns to Itasca

Reporter & Photographer Colton Yarbro

A rare two-headed rattlesnake returned to visit the Itasca Co-Op on 
September 25, 2006. Eleazar Medina, who worked at the Co-Op, discovered 
the snake last year. When Medina found the reptile, it was just a baby and 
only 12 inches long. 

The vicious two-headed diamondback now has six rattles. It has grown 
tremendously in length since it was found last year. The snake is now 22 inches long.

Medina sold the rattler to Fred Lally who holds the Guinness World Record for having the most 
two headed animals in one place. Lally named the rattler "Double-Trouble," which is appropriate 
because both of the heads have equally venomous mouths. 

Slow Down, Change Lanes for Stopped Emergency Vehicles

Public Service Announcement

SB 193 requires drivers nearing stopped emergency vehicles with lights activated to either slow 
down or change lanes. The law states a driver must either vacate the lane closest to the stopped 
emergency vehicles if the road has multiple lanes traveling in the same direction or slow down 20 
miles per hour below the speed limit. (If the speed limit is below 25 mph, the driver must slow 
down to 5 mph.)

Emergency vehicles include police, emergency medical service and fire vehicles. A violation is 
punishable by a maximum fine $200. If the violation results in property damage, the maximum 
fine increases $500. If the violation results in bodily injury, the offense is enhanced to a Class B 
misdemeanor. The law went into effect September 1, 2003. 

As the Holiday season nears, be sure to slow down, obey all traffic laws and drive defensively. 

Letters to Editor

Dear PPP Editor, I read the article in the last PPP regarding Eddie Gonzalez' deployment to Iraq.

I have included his name on the Itasca Veterans Memorial list and will try to include his name on 
the memorial as well. If there are other Itascans who have recently enlisted, I would like to have 
their names also.

Anyone who is aware of new enlistees may send pertinent information to me @ gkemp@hillsboro.
net 

Thanks, Grover Kemp

Letter to PPP Editor Concerning Paw Pals, 

 

Dear Paw Pals, I just want to say thank you. Your efforts have provided me with 
the most wonderful gift I could ask for. Lana had the good judgment to see her 
in the pound and know she could be adopted. Mike and Betty kept her until I 
saw her picture in the paper. Then they helped me until she could stay with me. 

Mike definitely went beyond the call of duty! Now, nothing could separate us. She nips at my heels 
when I walk. She snuggles close whenever possible. She and Maggie play all the time. She even 
likes Tripod! (my three-legged cat) I can't believe someone let her go. They must have been very 
selfish and uncaring to let such a beautiful animal loose. Luckily for me, they did. And even more 
fortunate, Paw Pals was there to save her. To all responsible, thank you. I will take care of Mya 
and provide her the best life possible. 

Sincerely, Bubba Eastland.

Paw Print Press

Serving Itasca "The Big Little Town" since 1997

**Editor & Cartoonists – Gabby Rivera

**Sports – Mark Cummings, Colton Yarbro & Ashley Durham & Eva Mayberry

**Features – Alecia Evans, Sarah Evans, Viddy Reyes, Devin Corbitt, Megan Goff, Mary Maddox, 
& Ashley Durham

** Business Manager – Jessica Grindele

**Assistant Business Manager – GiGi Morgan

**Special Columnist – Carl Sweeney

**Special Editor & Resource – Sally Crouch

**Publisher – Barbara Petrash

Want to subscribe to PPP?

The Paw Print Press is a weekly publication that is currently in its 10th year. If you would like to 
subscribe send $22 to Paw Print Press, 123 N. College, Itasca, TX 76055.

We welcome articles and Letters to the Editor but reserve the right to shorten or refuse them if 
they are deemed inappropriate. 
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Senior Spotlight

Kyle Baker

 

Photographer & Reporter Sarah Evans

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

 

"And your 2006 Football Beau is…" a hush fell over the 
audience and 5 senior football players eagerly waited for 
the results. "Kyle Baker!" The crowd cheered while the 
18 year old was presented with a "goody-bag." Baker then 
joined the football sweetheart on the track for a photo 
shoot for the Paw Print Press and Mowana.

This was the scene for Baker at senior night on October 
27. Kyle is the son of Jerry and Karen Baker and younger brother to Jerrid-26 and Clent-31. 
Baker has attended Itasca ISD since pre-k and said he will never forget the Wampus Cat. 

"My favorite memory of Itasca ISD" Baker said "Is playing on the playground with all my friends 
in elementary." 

Baker is very active in school. He has played the trombone for the band seven years, competes in 
UIL Current Events, is part of the crew for One Act Play, is a member of the Science Club, 
received 11-AA All District Honorable Mention-offensive line in football, and has plans to play 
baseball in the spring.

"After I graduate" Baker said "I plan to go to Culinary School and 
one day open my own bakery."

When Baker isn’t busy at school or working at Jimmy’s, he enjoys 
cooking, playing video games, eating pizza, watching "Nightmare 
Before Christmas," or hanging out with his senior buds.

"My role model is my big brother Jerrid" Baker said "I grew up with him and he always took 
care of me."

Kyle is very ready to graduate, but before he does, he has a bit of advice he would like to leave the 
underclassmen. 

"Put up with whatever the upperclassmen do to you. You will have your turn."

Senior Spotlight – Bianca Heath

Photographer & Reporter Devin Corbitt

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

"DRAMA!" Bianca Gabrielle Heath came to Itasca a year ago, and already 
has many memories that will stay with her forever, including remembering 
all the drama of HIS. 

"The class of ’06 just thought they took all of the drama with them. We have 
our own."

Bianca is involved in PAL and One Act Play; she is the senior class secretary, student council 
president and is the girls’ basketball manager. Her friends have many nicknames for her 
including her favorite, Peanut.

"I’m fun, loud, and BOSSY," Bianca said about herself. "I can hardly wait for prom and 
graduation. I just want to sleep in! (Just kidding, mom) I am looking forward to attending Hill 
College - Yeah!" 

Marriage and success are the two main goals Bianca wants to achieve in the future. 

"I just want to drive a pearl white Lamborghini, that’s all."

In her spare time, Bianca likes to kick back, do some scrap booking or coloring, and talk on the 
phone. She has many favorites, including favorite movie - Varsity Blues, favorite pastime - 
listening to any kind of music, and favorite food - steak and potatoes. She is also strong on her pet 
peeves. 

"I can’t stand people who drag their feet and people who smack their gum and food."

She loves both the classes she has with Mrs. Crouch and being an office aide. "I love Mrs. Crouch 
and Mrs. Wilson. They’re my favorite teachers!"

"My daddy has made such a huge difference in my life, and he is definitely 
my role model." 

Bianca was born to Allen and Camille Heath on August 18 in Dallas, Texas. 
She has a Rottweiler, Killer; a pit bull, Alice; an Australian Shepherd, 

Shasha; and 3 cats, Katrina, Sam and Alex. 

"My family’s the greatest because we’re so LOUD!" 

A word of advice from Bianca: "Always state your mind because the people who matter, care and 
the people who don’t matter - don’t care! and 'Always follow your dreams; never allow anyone to 
be your nightmare!'" 
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Wampus Cats Hit the Court

Reporter Eva Mayberry

 

 

The football season ended as the Bi-District Championship trophy 
took its place on the Wampus Cats’ bragging shelf. The transition 
from football to basketball was just one of changing the shape of the 
ball.

The boys are fired up about basketball, hoping to do as well in 
basketball as they did in football. Even though they have not had 
practice time on the court, they did very well in the Dublin 
Tournament, bringing home a 3rd place trophy. The Cats met 
Hamilton, Ponder, and Keene in the tournament. These games gave 
the coaches insight into the skills and shortcomings of their players. 
The more games the team can participate in, the more finely tuned 
they will become and the more they will work as a team. 

 

The Cats met the Avalon Eagles on their home court Friday, December 8. It was evident that the 
Cats had used their practices and tournament games wisely, as they defeated the Eagles 95-47. All 
of the Itasca players logged lots of playing time in this game. 

Starting for the Mighty Wampus Cats and the charge to the play-offs 
are seniors Kendale Mayberry, Michael Whitfield, juniors Tralyn 
Harden, Clayton Wienecke and sophomore Mikey Marshall. The 
reserve talent that makes up the remainder of the roster is senior 
Jesus Soto, juniors-Dee Marshall, Edgar Soto, sophomore-DeVeon 
Mayberry and freshman Desmond Guy. 

This Friday, December 15, the Cats will play their first home game against Christian Life.

2006 Varsity Basketball

December

15 Life JVB, VB 5:00

19 * @ Maypearl JVB, VB 5:00

28 - 30@ Scurry-Rosser Tournament VB TBA

January

2 Bruceville - Eddy JVB, VB 5:00

5 * Keene JVB, VB 5:00

9 * @ Rio Vista JVB, VB 4:00

12 * Dublin JVB, VB 4:00

16 * Grandview JVB, VB 4:00

19 * @ Hico JVB, VB 4:00

23 * Maypearl JVB, VB 2:30

30 * @ Keene JVB, VB 4:00

February

2 * Rio vista JVB, VB 4:00

6 * @ Dublin JVB, VB 4:00

9 * @ Grandview JVB, VB 6:00

15 * Hico JVB, VB 6:00

Head Boys Basketball Coach: Greg Cranfill

Assistants: Kirby Basham & Jeff Mayberry

Phone Number: (254) 687 – 2922 ext. 160

2006-07 Lady Cats Basketball 

Dec. 15 *Hico Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 19 *Maypearl JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 28 Godley Tournament V TBA

Jan. 5 *Keene Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 9 *Rio Vista JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Jan. 12 *Dublin Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 16 *Grandview Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 19 *Hico JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 23 *Maypearl Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 30 *Keene JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 2 *Rio Vista Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 5 *Dublin V, V 4:00 p.m.

*District Games

Junior High Basketball 

January 

4 Maypearl 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 5:00 p.m.

11 OPEN

18 Keene 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 5:00 p.m.

20 Meridian Tourney 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B TBA

25 at Rio Vista 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 5:00 p.m.

February

1 at Dublin 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 5:00 p.m.

Wampus Cats are Red Hot!

Get your Special Event Center 

Reserve Seating Now!
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Christmas Concert, Parade, Downtown Celebration 

Continued from page 1.

 

The Chamber of Commerce and Fire Department furnished coffee, 
hot chocolate, hot cider and cookies. The RAs and GAs of Central 
Baptist Church had a table set up, piled high with coats they had 
collected for their "Keep Itasca Warm" project. Anyone that is in 
need of a warm coat or if you know of someone who needs a coat, 
contact Central Baptist Church in Itasca. This is a wonderful 

community event that focuses on children and Santa, but reminds us of our many blessings, not 
the least of these being our freedom of worship, community and country. 

On December 7, the Itasca 7th Grade Band and the High School 
Concert Band performed their annual Christmas Concert for the 
community. Mr. David Hernandez directed the high school band and 
assistant Band Director John Bratton led the 7th grade in their 
selections.

Hernandez presented Superlative Marching Awards to 8th grader 
Phillip Thomas, Freshman Connally Baskett, Sophomore Pilar Baskett, Junior Ashlee Carranza 
and Senior Kyle Baker.

Page 7 December 15, 2006 Paw Print Press

Heald Family Celebrates 

Four Generations

Early in November, Faye Bowen’s family surprised her with a big 
family gathering in honor of her 90th birthday. A young looking Ms. 
Bowen, the mother of Dave Heald, was happy about the get together 
but don’t talk about the 90 years. She still drives her Buick and lives 
by herself and she does not even own a rocking chair!

Pictured left to right – Dave Heald, Carter Reid, Ms. Bowen, Brittany 
Heald and Cindy Reid. 

Longevity is not unusual in the Heald family. One Granddad lived past 99 and a Grandmother to 
97.

Cheerleaders Raffle 

Handmade Quilt

The IHS Cheerleaders are raffling a quilt, made & donated by Carol 
Upchurch, on December 15. The quilt is on display at Citizens State Bank 
in Itasca. All money earned goes toward National Competition. Tickets are 
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. See a cheerleader or call Kelly Tinklenberg (817-

240-2903) or Susan Bason 817-240-3553 to purchase a ticket. Thank you for 
your support.

Paw Pals Public Meeting

Press Release

Hill County Paw Pals has scheduled a general public meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 
14, in the Hill College Cafeteria Bullock Room. 

The purpose of the meeting is to organize and to continue their ongoing support drive. Anyone 
interested in helping with the endeavors to install a county-level animal shelter is encouraged to 
attend. For more information about Paw Pals, visit their website at hcpawpals.org, email 
hcpawpals@yahoo.com or call 580-0679.

IISD Cafeteria Sponsors Fall Coloring 
Contest

Front row (left to right) 3rd place Rebecca Ortega 3rd grade, 3rd place 
- Bree Brown pre-k and 2nd place – Alyssa Andrade kindergarten.

Back row (left to right) 2nd place – Lainey Cavazos 2nd grade, 1st place – Chandly Sargent 2nd 
grade and 1st place Angelina Botello 1st grade.

In early November, the Cafeteria Crew sponsored a coloring contest for grades Pre-K – 4th grade. 
One of the PAL classes was asked to judge the artwork. They had a very hard task as pre-kers, 
kindergarteners and 1st graders were together in one group and 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders were in 
the other group. 

The PALs looked for neatness, creativity and originality. The artwork decorates the cafeteria for 
everyone to enjoy.

Plants for Sale at

Warren Laboratories Greenhouse

Great, Low Prices Call (254) 580-9990

Ask for Roger - Visit the Greenhouse

Chamber Banquet Date Set 

Award Nominations Requested

The Itasca Chamber of Commerce will hold its 22nd Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet on January 
29, 2007. The Banquet will be held in the Itasca ISD cafeteria. The silent auction and refreshments will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. with dinner being served at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 ($12.00 at the door) each and 
can be bought from any Chamber director or at Citizens State Bank (Lance Meinzer), Itasca High School 
(Barbara Petrash), HILCO (Bob Wilson, Poteet Motors (Charles Jones), or at the Itasca Nursing Home 
(Diane Taylor).

The Chamber is urging citizens to mail their ideas for awards to be presented and their nominations for 
those awards. This is everyone’s chance to have a say in the Citizen of the Year, Community Service and 
all other awards presented. 

Suggestions can be mailed to Itasca Chamber of Commerce, P. O. Box 205, Itasca, TX 76055 or given to 
any of the Chamber directors listed.
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Sheriff’s Office Seeks Info on Livestock

Reprint from The Reporter

The Hill County Sheriff’s Department is asking livestock owners to supply some information 
about their herds.

According to Deputy Jeff Lyon, the information is sought so that the department can more easily 
identify the ownership of animals that are found loose in the county.

"It will make it easier to notify the owner if their livestock is found," Lyon said. "It will also help 
us to identify the animal’s owner if it is involved in some kind of accident."

Letters were sent out in early November with a form to fill our that lists the name and phone 
number of the owner; locations livestock are kept; brand, tag and tattoo information; color; 
breed; and the name and phone number of a farm hand to contact if the owner is unavailable.

Copies of the form may be picked up at the Hill County Sheriff’s Department, located at 406 Hall 
Street in Hillsboro; or the Hill County Extension office, located at 126 South Covington Street in 
Hillsboro.

A copy of the form also accompanies this article.

Livestock owners are asked to submit completed forms by dropping them off at the department, 
faxing them to 254-582-3848 or by mailing them to Hill County Sheriff’s Office P.O. Box 283, 
Hillsboro, TX 76645.

LIVESTOCK LISTING

NAME: _________________________________________

PHONE: ________________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________

PRECINCT: ____________________________________

LIVESTOCK’S LOCATION: ______________________ 
________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: __________________________________

_______________________________________________

TYPE OF LIVESTOCK: __________________________

(Ex. Horse, cow, bull, etc.)

BRAND: ________________________________________

TAGS: _________________________________________

TATTOOS: _____________________________________

COLOR: ________________________________________

BREED: ________________________________________

FARM HANDS OR EMERGENCY CONTACT AND PHONE NUMBER:

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

IHS Teacher Named to 

National Honor Roll

Press Release

National Honor Roll is pleased to announce that Mrs. Barbara Petrash of Itasca, 
Texas, has been accepted as a member of NHR’s Outstanding American 
Teachers for 2005/06.

NHR’s Outstanding American Teachers recognizes educators who have made a 
difference in their communities. Barbara Petrash who teaches World History, 

PAL, and Journalism at Itasca High School will appear in the NHR Outstanding American 
Teachers 2005/06 Commemorative Edition. 

"The service teachers provide to society cannot be underestimated," says publisher Lynn Romeo. 
"Our goal is to recognize outstanding teachers for their contribution to the positive development 
of America’s Youth. We cannot thank them enough for all that they do." 

National Honor Roll congratulates Mrs. Petrash on being chosen for this honor.

FREE 411

Reporter Mary Maddox

Jingle Networks is providing an alternative directory assistance service and it is free. Users who 
call the toll-free number 1-800-FREE411 (or 1-800-373-3411) can navigate a nifty automated voice 
recognition system that asks for a location (city and state), type of listing (business, government, or 
residential), and name. Once the service has located an entry for the requested number, it reads 
the information aloud and offers the caller the option of connecting to the number by pressing a 
single number on his telephone keypad. 

Cell phone users concerned that taking advantage of the free directory assistance service will 
entail potentially giving out their cell phone numbers to telemarketers should note that federal law 
already prohibits certain types of telemarketing calls from being placed to cell phones, and all 
phone users can block telemarketing calls by listing their numbers with the national Do Not Call 
registry.)

The service is made possible by thousands of national and local businesses who sponsor this 
service with brief valuable audio advertisements that are played to callers who request businesses 
in their yellow pages category. This advertising model allows businesses to acquire new customers 
over the phone, cost effectively, with little or no risk.
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Do You Remember . . . ? – "Itasca Horse Shows"

Columnist Carl Sweeney

It was in 1943 when a group of Itasca Horse enthusiasts decided to sponsor 
an annual Horse Show. Some of the original organizers were Cullen 
Williamson, Leonard Gardner, James and Jane Henderson, Louis 
Hollingsworth, Mack Ellison, Curtis Grayson, Jack Gilley, Clay Holland and 

Vic Wilson. Also helping in getting the project started were Mrs. Franklin (Mayme) Martin, Lila 
Southward and Mr. Jim Moon Cowan. We do not have a lot of information on the first couple of 
shows, but we can report on what information we do have. 

The shows started with advertising before and the day of the show. Registration was in the 
morning for the competition entries. After lunch, there was a parade downtown. After the parade, 
the show continued at the football field, where the activities and competition and judging took 
place. The show started out small and grew each year. Some of the earlier categories were colt 
under 3 years, quarter horse at halter, palomino at halter, walking horse, plantation horse, best 
lady rider and horse, best kid and pony, best reining horse, best fox trotter, best lady and man 



riders with matched horses, and ladies barrel race. There were prizes also for floats in different 
categories.

By 1946, the Horse Show had developed into a major event. The Presbyterian Children’s Home 
kids rode their horses into town, used Mr. Hawkins backyard for temporary stables and entered 
the competition. Some of the young people who competed over the years were; Bobby Ray Parkis, 
Barbara Brooks, Marlene Goodwin, Lavalle Holder, Jesse Smalley, Audry Brown and Bob 
Rogers. By 1948, the Horse Show Committee sent a group to surrounding towns to drum up 
interest in the shows. 

During the early years, especially before World War II ended, the military from Fort Hood 
participated in our shows. They brought soldiers, tanks, artillery and other equipment and joined 
in the parade. The school band participated and played in Lawless Park during lunch hour. There 
were festivities at night also, after the competition and judging in the afternoon. In 1946, the 
popular Hal Collins Show came with his "Crazy" Gang, and Miss "Ludy." They performed in the 
school gym. Also in 1949, the Coffin Reese Sumner American Legion Post purchased a beef, and 
the Chamber of Commerce furnished two beeves for a free barbeque in Lawless Park. The Hill 
County Refrigeration Co-Op in Itasca processed the meat free of charge. One year there was a 
serviceman and woman’s basket lunch in the park, sponsored by the local American Legion Post, 
with a band concert of patriotic music.

Also about this time, the local Wolf and Fox Hunters 
Association started participating in the event. They entered 
the parades and had dog judging along with the horse 
judging. One year their float was a large trailer with a tree 
and a fox tied in the top of the tree. They had hounds on the 
trailer barking at the fox. The float won first prize of course. 
Some of the members at the time were, Wayne (Skipper 
Laird, Otho Mahurin, Manton Turner, Mannie Turner, Jack 
Gilley and Wid Mead. The 1949, Horse Show was also a great 

success with an estimated crowed of over five thousand. These were approximately 150 horses and 
riders, army vehicles, soldiers, a light tank and other equipment. Judges that year for the parade 
were Mrs. Paul Coffin and Mrs. Earl Maxfield. The competition and judging followed at Stoker 
Field, and it was said by everyone that it was the best show to date; some said it was the best they 
had ever witnessed. The winners in all categories were too numerous to mention but some of them 
were; from Files Valley, 1st Blanche Files, 2nd Mrs. Ches Newman, 3rd Mrs. Robert Sevier and 4th 
Manton Turner. Same of the other winners were; plantation horse, Joe Wilson on "Snip" Best 
lady and man riders on matched horses Mrs. Franklin Martin and J.D. Barnes, Best kid rider on 
"Snappy" was Bobby Gardner, Best Fox Trotter was Robert Petty on "Roller." ladies barrel race 
1st Jaynell Mass on "Trigger," 2nd Mayme Martin on "Patsy" owner Cullen Williamson, 3rd 
Charlene May on "Ranger," men’s barrel race 1st a Presbyterian Children’s Home rider Robert 
Greer, on "Genieve," 2nd Ike Gilley on "Buddy" and 3rd JK Underwood on "Silver."

There were many other winners too numerous for our space. Next week we will have more about 
the horse shows and more pictures. 
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Wampus Cats of the Week

GiGi Morgan & IHS Student Council

Assisting GiGi with the unloading at the Scout Hut in Hillsboro 
were (l to r) Terrey Brumbalow, Michael Whitfield and Shawn 
Cadena.

Once again, the Student Council of Itasca High School sponsored 
the Food for Families Drive. Itasca Independent School District 
raised over 1500 pounds of food in the 2006 Food for Families 

Drive. The drive began on October 30 and ended on November 17. Several students loaded the 
food and took it to the Scout Hut in Hillsboro, Texas where it was weighed. Over 1,300 pounds of 
food were turned in that day and later contributions raised the amount to over 1,500 pounds of 
food. 

First graders brought in several hundred cans of food and won a movie party for their efforts. 

GiGi Morgan, vice president of Itasca High School Student Council, was in charge of the Food for 
Families Drive.

Special of the Week

The staff at Lloyd Ford invites all our friends to our annual 

"Fried Turkey Day"

Friday, Dec. 15 at noon

Lloyd Ford showroom

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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