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Itasca ISD Recognized as Academic Outperformer by Standard & Poor’s 

Standard & Poor's School Evaluation Services recognized Itasca ISD as one of 77 Texas school districts that are academic "outperformers." 

To be identified as an outperformer by Standard & Poor's, school districts, over the course of two consecutive school years (2003-04 and 2004-05), had to 
show a significantly higher percentage of students that scored proficient or above on the state's reading and math tests when compared to other school 
districts with similar levels of economically disadvantaged students. 

Academic achievement levels are compared with the percentage of economically disadvantaged students because educators and researchers have found that 
there is often a strong correlation between the two indicators. 

Standard & Poor's developed the analysis used to identify outperforming school districts as a way to highlight outstanding academic performance, and to 
help educators in school districts with similar characteristics identify appropriate benchmarks to guide their own improvements. 

"Congratulations to these outstanding school districts," said Thomas Sheridan, vice president of Standard & Poor's School Evaluation Services. "The data 
reveal that improvements are occurring in these Texas classrooms. We hope that the effective strategies these districts are employing can be replicated or 
adapted elsewhere." 

Continued on page 3.

Tues. November 7 - Election Day

Polls Open – 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Early Voting

October 23 – November 3, 2006

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. - 126 N. Hill St.

Additional Early Voting Hours

November 1 & 2, 2006

7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to: Cynthia Lewis, Early Voting Clerk, 126 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas 76055

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on October 31, 2006.

Submitted political information on page 6.

Worth, (class of’05) 

Deployed to Iraq

Press Release

PFC Worth, Andrew E., better known as Andy, has been deployed to Iraq. Andy graduated from Itasca High School in 2005 
and became a Marine later that same year. After completing the grueling 13-week Marine boot camp at MCRD in San Diego, 
he was assigned his first duty station at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 

Continued to page 3.

HILCO Directors Elected

Press Release

Two incumbent HILCO Electric Cooperative directors were elected to serve three-year terms on the HILCO Board of Directors.

Steve Sawyer of Itasca was elected to represent District 4 members. He has served on the HILCO board since 1992 and has held the office of board 
president since 2004. 

William "Bill" Allen of Whitney was elected to represent members in District 5. Allen, who is also on the Whitney ISD board, has served on the HILCO 
board of directors since 2004.

Following the business meeting, the board elected officers. Steve Sawyer will serve as president; Bill Allen, vice president; and Margaret Hill, secretary/
treasurer. Other board members are Kyle Cross of Ovilla, Dist. 1; K. W. McPherson of Blum, Dist. 3; George Thiess of Hillsboro Dist. 6; and Dave Smith 
of Hubbard, Dist. 7.

Continued on page 3.

FALL BACK!

Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, October 29, 2006. Everyone will need to turn their clocks back one hour 
before they go to sleep Saturday night.
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Community Announcements

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist Church

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Prayer Service Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

Itasca United Methodist Church

Guaranteed no-nap Preaching, or double your doubt back. Where Worship Is Joyous

Experience the energy of God’s promise in a beautiful, historic sanctuary.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Worship 10:50 a.m.

254-687-2475

What Does Your 

Heavenly Account Look Like?

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . ."

"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . "

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Matthew 6: 19, 20, 21

God does not mail you a monthly statement, you must keep up with it yourself.

Accounting classes now being offered at the Church of Christ in Itasca, Sundays at 9:45 & 10:45 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

November 4 – 9:00 a.m.

Presbyterian Church

Community Christmas Cantata Practice

Sunday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.

Presbyterian Church. Please join us!

August Police Report

ARRESTS CASES FILED

5 Felony 3 District Attorney

11 Misdemeanor 9 County Attorney

2 Other Agency

1 Class "C"

Total calls for service – 94

Vehicles forfeited to PD

192 Moving Citations 119 Non-moving 44 warnings

Class "C" Citations

4 Open Containers 2 Public intoxication

City Ordinance Violations

1 Junk Vehicle 1 Trash/Nuisance

5 Loud Music 1 Zoning Nuisance

September Police Report

ARRESTS CASES FILED

3 Felony 3 District Attorney

5 Misdemeanor 5 County Attorney

Total calls for service - 84

442 Moving Citations 120 Non-moving 82 warnings

Class "C" Citations

2 Open Containers 4 Public intoxication

4 Minor in possession (Alcohol) 5 Possession Drug paraph.

1 Minor in possession (tobacco) 1 assault

City Ordinance Violations

1 Trash/Nuisance 1 Alcohol; in Public Place

1 in City Park/Cemetery after hours

Itasca United Methodist Church

Fall Festival - Saturday, October 28

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Barbeque Sandwich Luncheon

w/chips, pickle & drink - $6.00

10:00 a.m. – sold out

Brisket available by the pound

Bake Sale – Craft Sale - Rummage Sale

Presbyterian Church 

***Women’s Bible Study - 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 2nd Monday

***Women’s Bible Study - 7:00 p.m. 2nd Thursday

***Call for information on where they are meeting

687-2243 or 687-2963

***Exercise Classes for Senior Citizens 

Tuesday & Thursday - 10:00 - Fellowship Hall.

***Friday night, October 27 – 5th Quarter 

following the football game
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IISD named an 

Academic Outperformer

Continued from page 1.

Achieving proficiency in reading and math for all students by 2014 is one of the goals of the federal No Child Left Behind law. Linking school districts in 
need of improvement with outperforming school districts that have similar student demographics so that effective practices can be shared, replicated or 
adapted is one method that can help educators reach that target. 

Standard & Poor's conducted its analysis using state-reported data and used the state department of education's definition of economically disadvantaged 
students. Analysts determined academic performance by using the aggregate percentages of students scoring proficient or better on the state's reading and 
math tests. 

HILCO Directors

Continued from page 1.

HILCO General Manager/CEO Gerald W. Lemons said, "We appreciate all of our directors and their dedication to serving on the HILCO Board of 
Directors. Their representation of our members is what makes our Cooperative so very different from investor-owned utilities."

Members of the HILCO Board of Directors are required to earn the certification of Credentialed Cooperative Directors. They are required to act in good 
faith and to make fair and sound business decisions. Their ultimate decisions must always be based on the best interest of the cooperative members.

Clip & Mail w/check

Ticket Request for 

Homecoming 2006 Luncheon

Please reserve ______ tickets @ $8.00 each for the Noon Barbecue November 11, 2006.

Please print 

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

No. of tickets ________ @ $8.00 ea. ($10.00 at door)

Total $______

You will pick up your plate and have your name checked off at the door of the cafeteria. No mail outs.

Send check payable to: Itasca Ex-Student Association before November 9, 2006.

℅ Nancy Bowman, 801 S. Files St. Itasca, TX 76055

Worth Leaves for Iraq

Continued from page 1

His MOS – or area of training – is transportation. Worth received his certification to drive the large 7-ton truck, which he loves. Andy has already seen the 
reality of war when the 7-ton truck he was driving ran over a land mine ad the back half of the truck was damaged. No Marines were injured. Andy can 
receive letters and packages, although it may take 2-3 weeks, and he may not have the opportunity to return the favor. Please support "OUR" troops:

PFC WORTH, ANDREW E

2ND LAR BN H&S CO (PLT)

UNIT 73505

FPO AE 09509-3505

If you have any questions, please contact Andy’s mom at valya_mata@yahoo.com

August Fire Department Report

Type of Call City County

Assist EMS 3

Grass/Brush 6

Haz-Mat 1

MVC 2 2

Residence 1

Trash Fire 1

Utility 1

Vehicle Fire 3

Total Calls 20 Total Calls YTD 163

Total man-hours 87 hrs. 12 mins.

6 a.m. – 6 p.m. (Days) 11 6 p.m. -6 a.m. (nights) 9

Total mileage 250 Total members 19

September Fire Report

Type of Call City County

Assist EMS 2

False Alarm 1

Grass/Brush 1

MVC 2 3

Utility 1

Vehicle Fire 1

Total Calls 11 Total Calls YTD 174

Total man-hours 50 hrs. 15 mins.

6 a.m. – 6 p.m. (Days) 3 6 p.m. -6 a.m. (nights) 8

Total mileage 88 Total members 16

New Wampus Cat T-Shirts

Available – 4 Styles

$10 - S-XL $12 - 2X & 3X

Citizens State Bank & Itasca High
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Senior Spotlight

Ashley Capps

 

Photographer & Reporter Devin Corbitt

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

Ashley Nicole Capps was born on November 21, 1988 in Corsicana, Texas. She moved to Itasca during the 5th grade. 

"My favorite thing this year is spending time with my boyfriend, Rico," Ashley said. "He’s also my best friend." 

Ashley doesn’t care for school very much, but she hopes to go to a technical college and someday become a mechanic. 

"I guess that is the most unique thing about me is that I want to be a mechanic. Helping my dad work on cars is something I enjoy 
doing," Ashley said. "It made me realize that is what I want to do someday." 

She is very anxious to graduate and move from Itasca. 

"I don’t like going to a small school or living in a small town. I much prefer going to Corsicana."

Ashley has many siblings. Her role model is her older sister Holly. "I really look up to her." 

Cardona Joins Pre-K Team

Reporter & Photographer Eva Mayberry

 

Jane Ann Cardona joined the elementary staff this year as a Pre-K paraprofessional.

Cardona went to high school at Southwest in Fort Worth and attended two years of college at Tarrant County 
College.

Cardona lives in Itasca with her 4 children, a 5th grader, a kindergartener and 4-year-old twins. 

Cardona’s plans were to continue to work in Fort Worth as a lab technician, but when this job became available she 
jumped at the chance to work closer to home and meet more people from Itasca.

"I get to spend more time with my children now that I’m working in Itasca," Cardona said.

Senior Spotlight-Mark Cumming

Photographer & Reporter Sarah Evans

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

On Friday nights, you will see Mark Cummings, #51, walk to the center of the football field as one of the 6-team captains. Football is 
only one of many activities that the 18-year-old Mark is involved in. He is the sports reporter on the Paw Print Press, a member of 
Science Club, National Honor Society and Science U.I.L. 

Mark is the son of Lynn and Dan Cummings and has two brothers- Philip 16 and Drew 9.

"My dad is my role model" Mark said. "No matter what, he always thinks things through in the face of adversity."

When Mark is not at school, he is playing X-Box, watching the Dallas Cowboys or hanging out with his best buds Justin, Clayton, Cameron, and all the 07 
Chixs.

"After high school" Mark said, "I plan to go to TSTC and get my degree in Diesel Mechanics."

"PCH made a big difference in my life" Mark said, "The people there helped turn my life around when I was in big trouble."

Mark’s favorite teachers are Mrs. Petrash and Coach Wolfe. His favorite movie is The Fast and The Furious and he enjoys listening to 
country, rock, and hip hop music.

A bit of advice Mark would like to leave behind is "Don’t let anything get in the way of your dreams and don’t drink beer or do 
drugs." 

Meet the Press – Jessica Grindele

Reporter & Photographer Megan Goff

It is just another year on the staff for junior Jessica Grindele. She is once again the business manager responsible for making sure 
all the subscriptions are mailed. Jessica is also one of the photographers at each varsity football game. 

"She drives me nuts, but she is a very hard worker." Mrs. Petrash said. "Jessica was the first freshman to ever be on the staff. I 
made a good choice three years ago.’

Jessica is a first year member of the PAL program, which lets high school students interact with elementary students in a role model and leadership 
position. 

"I am a positive person," Jessie said. "When people put me down, that just gives me more motivation to succeed." 
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Six Turn-overs Give Cats

18-20 Loss to Zebras

Reporter Mark Cummings

Photographers Jessica Grindele & Ashley Durham

 

The Itasca Cats met the Zebras in Grandview and came up with their first loss of the season. The Cats are 6-1 overall and 1-1 in 
District. 

Even though Grandview won the game, the Cats put up some amazing stats. Itasca had 20 first downs compared to Grandview’s 
eight. Itasca had 198 yards in the air and 110 on the ground. This game was the most competitive game and the best defensive 
game that Itasca has played all season. Itasca stopped Grandview in the red zone twice for huge position on the field.

Itasca’s stats for the season are very impressive. They have had 109 first downs, have completed 83 passes for 1339 yards in 
the air and on the ground, they have rushed 213 times for 1058 yards with a combined total of 2397 yards of total offense.

 

Itasca will take on Hico at Patton Field Friday night at 7:30 p.m. All of the senior players, cheerleaders and band members 
will be honored before the game. The Senior Night festivities will begin at 6:30 p.m. when the parents line up for their field 

walk on.

2006

Varsity Football Schedule

Wampus Cats – 30 Tolar Rattlers - 29

Wampus Cats – 22 Rice Bulldogs – 14

Wampus Cats – 44 Blooming Groove Lions - 7

Wampus Cats – 26 Wortham Bulldogs – 0

Wampus Cats – 44 Scurry Rosser Wildcats - 32 

Wampus Cats – 32 Maypearl Panthers – 0

Wampus Cats – 18 Grandview Zebras - 20

Overall District 

Won – 6 Lost – 1 Won -1 Lost - 1

Oct. 27 *Hico Home 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 *Rio Vista Away 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10 *Dublin (Homecoming) 7:30 p.m. 

Junior Varsity &Junior High 

Oct. 26 *Hico Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 2 *Rio Vista Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 *Dublin Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

2006 Lady Cats Basketball 

Schedule

Oct. 31 Scrimmage – Hubbard JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 7 Bruceville-Eddy JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 14 Abbott JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 16, 18 Venus Tournament JV TBA

Nov. 18 Bosqueville V 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 21 *Blum Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 28 *Venus Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 30 Abbott Tournament V TBA

Dec. 5 Meridian JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 7 Frost Tournament V TBA

Dec. 12 *Grandview JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Dec. 15 *Hico Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 19 *Maypearl JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 28 Godley Tournament V TBA

Jan.. 5 *Keene Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 9 *Rio Vista JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Jan. 12 *Dublin Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 16 *Grandview Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 19 *Hico JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 23 *Maypearl Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 30 *Keene JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 2 *Rio Vista Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 5 *Dublin V, V 4:00 p.m.

*District Games
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Vote Joe Daniel

Hill County Commissioner Pct. #4

Hill County native Joe Daniel seeks your vote for Hill County Commissioner, Precinct #4.

The candidate was born and raised in the Malone area and graduated from Bynum High school.

He worked for Republic Bank in Dallas for three years before embarking on a 35-year career with SBC Communications.

The final 13 years with the telephone company, he served as manager over installation and repair, with responsibilities in Hillsboro, 
Itasca, Meridian, McGregor, Eddy and Oglesby.

"As commissioner, I would use my management experience to make prudent financial decisions for the county and the precinct," the Democrat said.

Daniel and his late wife, Sue, returned to Hillsboro in 1972. He has a daughter, a son, and three grandchildren.

He is a member of First Baptist Church in Hillsboro, where he serves as chairman of the Building and Grounds Committee.

The candidate has been a member of the Hillsboro Lions Club for over 20 years and is also a member of Hillsboro Masonic Lodge #196.

"I would like to take this opportunity to ask the voters of Precinct #4 for their support and vote on November 7," Daniel concluded.

A Vote for 

Raymond Arellano, Sr.

Is a vote for someone who:

* Grew up in Itasca & is proud of his community

* Worked for the City of Itasca for 11 years & considered it a privilege

*Is concerned for all the citizens of Itasca

If You Elect Me, I Pledge to:

*Set up a Citizens’ Advisory Committee with a true cross-section of representatives

* Seek ways to increase our economic base

* Review all city services to insure all our citizens are receiving the highest quality services

Raymond Arellano, Sr. for Mayor

Your Vote is a Vote for Progress

I Would Appreciate Your Vote!

Fellow Citizens & Taxpayers

Contrary to a recent ad claiming my numbers about Hill County’s finances were very wrong, they are VERY CORRECT numbers, as follows:

1. Ad Valorem tax total (your pockets) ‘98-‘99 budget,: $3,482,222

***Ad Valorem tax total (your pockets) ‘05-‘06, budget: 7,066,456

***Do the math: it’s more than doubled in 7 years - 202%, matter of fact. (The recent ad claimed only 15%!)

2. CY 1998 payroll and benefits (actual) $3,499,861 - CY 2005 payroll and benefits (projected* from 11-05) 5,376,811 

***Do the math: it’s up to one-and-a-half in 7 years - 153%, matter of fact (*finals could be off a point either way.)

3. Surplus: Reporter article 1-12-06 showed a preliminary surplus of $4,315,926.40. The adjusted official surplus was $3,999,066 (Beginning Balance, new 
budget, p.V.) Call the surplus $4 MILLION, matter of fact.

***SOURCES: County Clerk official budget files; County Treasurer’s Office 941Reports; County Auditor’s Office. Verify my numbers. You decide what 
is correct.

****I care more about tax DOLLARS than tax RATES! Don’t you?

****Vote for Experience in fund accounting!

VOTE LEE HARKINS,

COUNTY COMMISSIONER, PCT #4

Carnival for All Ages

Cowboy Carnival, October 31, 5:30 – 9:30 pm at the Triple Cross Arena, located off of FM 309. Pony Rides, Fishin’ Hole, Face Painting, Caramel Apples, 
Warm Apple Cider and much, much more. Come and join the fun! Call 254-582-0900 for info and directions or check out our website home page, www.
triplecrossarena.com, for more details.

Two Minutes by Rix Quinn

A few years ago a candidate stepped to the microphone to announce his candidacy for the Presidency. He was handsome, distinguished, and displayed the 
positive results of a good haircut.

He talked first about his childhood, then about his training, then about his business success, then about what a great man he’d become. He talked so much 
about himself a few in the audience began to yawn and I hear some cameraman actually dozed off.

Who was this famous man? Nobody remembers, because he bragged so much the crowd quit caring.

The lesson? When asked to give a speech, think not about how you can help yourself, but how you can help your listeners.
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Portrait in Volunteering:

Matt and Tracy Fehnel

Press Release from Paw Pals

Matt is a native of Itasca and graduated from Itasca High School. He graduated from Baylor University in 1990 with a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Political Science. He and Tracy moved back to Itasca 7 years ago after living in Dallas for a while. He has 
served as Treasurer as well as two-time President of the Chamber of the Itasca Chamber of Commerce. He has served on the 
Itasca Zoning and Planning Committee since its inception and is currently serving as Chairman. Matt has been working with 
Hill County Paw Pals to assist in fundraising and awareness in the Itasca Community for the last two years.

Matt’s wife Tracy grew up in a military family and never had a town to call her "hometown" until she moved to Itasca. She is 
active in the Chamber of Commerce where she has served as Treasurer and currently serves as Director. She has also has been working with Paw Pals to 
assist in fundraising and awareness in the Itasca Community for the last two years. She has been attending Texas State Technical College since May 2005 
and will obtain her Associate’s Degree in Applied Sciences by the summer of 2007.

Hill County Paw Pals salutes this couple’s commitment to their community, its citizens, and the companion animals of Hill County. Volunteers like the 
Fehnels are who make Itasca and Hill County such a great place to call home.

Veterans Day Program

Press Release

The Itasca Independent School District and Board of Revitalization extends a special invitation to our veterans, past and present, for a special Veterans 
Day Program on November 10, 2006 beginning at 9: 00 a.m. in the Special Events Center. 

We also extend an invitation to everyone to help us say thanks for all their sacrifice. We must never forget those who have so bravely fought for our 
freedom. Veterans if you plan to attend call, Betty Sumner at (254)-687-2204 or write Box 174, Itasca, TX 76055. 

Homecoming Information

Class of 1946

60th year Anniversary - After the business meeting at the Presbyterian Church fellowship Hall on Saturday November 11. All Forties (1940-1949) are 
welcome.

Class of 1956

The Class of 1956 (the Honored Class) will ride in the parade, attend the football game, gather in the Farrow Room following the business meeting 
Saturday & dine together in Hillsboro Saturday night.

Class of 1966

40-year Class Reunion - Saturday, Nov. 11, at the Lone Star Cafe, located at 100 Dynasty Dr. in Hillsboro, Texas 3:00 P.M. until 9:00 P.M. Everyone is 
welcome to drop by to visit. ***Myra (Boyd) Davenport home - 817-295-2804 e-mail: davenportmyra@aol.com

***Christine(Frysinger)Sparks home - 817-451-0704 e-mail cfsparks01@juno.com

Class of 1976

The Class of 1976 will meet on November 4 at the Curry Bldg. in downtown Itasca from 4-12 p.m. For information, call Robin Plumlee at 254-687-2983

Class of 1996

It has been 10 years and we are planning the reunion. If you were a 1996 Itasca HS graduate or know how to contact one please call Jon or Kristen 
Bowman @ 214-717-8425 or Sarah Willman at 817-891-2499.

Class of 1971 & 1991

The Class of 1971 and Class of 1991 are trying to contact classmates for reunion information. There will be a get together at the Curry Bldg on Friday 
night, November 10, for the two classes and members of any other classes that would like to join them. A barbeque is planned for Saturday afternoon, 
November 11 for the '71 & '91 class. For additional information, please contact Daniel or Susan Bason at sbasonmkay@sbcglobal.net or Kristi Bason 
Sargent at ksargent@itasca.k12.tx.us. You can also call Susan at 817-240-3553 or Janet Coutret Curry at 254-687-2961. Hope to hear from you soon.

Yard Sale

Friday, October 27 & Saturday, October 28

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

407 North Files St. Itasca
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Rotary Update

Johnny Hernandez

October 19, 2006

The Itasca Rotary Club met for its weekly meeting on Thursday, October 19. Bob Wilson was attending a meeting of the Century Club at Hill College. Ollie 
Baker began the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and I was honored to give the opening prayer. We have so much to be grateful for with the recent 
rains and now the cool weather. 

Guests were Houstonians Charles Gard and his lovely wife Ruth. Charles was the Rotary Boy of 1952. James Sumner, a member of our club and brother-in-
law to the Gards provided that information. They were visiting their grandchildren in Dallas and spending some time with James.

Being the Rotary Boy or Girl is a great honor. Each year Rotary honors a boy and girl from the Itasca High School. We will ask the school to select a couple 
of their outstanding students. They do not necessarily have to be on the honor roll but they should exhibit some form of leadership. A quality that will make 
a difference in their future life. The names of all past Rotary Boys and Girls are on display on a plaque that hangs on our wall at the Rotary building. 

If you are a professional or a retired person and think you would like to join the Rotary Club, you are invited to come be our guest any Thursday at 12 
noon and enjoy a fine meal. We meet at the Rotary Room in downtown Itasca.

Name That Winery

Press Release

Michael and Nanette Cox would like your help in renaming the winery. The Federal Board of Trademarks has denied the use of "Wild Vine Wines". We 
would like the help of the community in coming up a name. We will gladly accept any suggestion for the name until the Dec. 4, 2006. E-mail your suggestion 
to mcox@sbcglobal.net, or mail them to Michael Cox, 664 HCR 4421, Itasca, Texas 76055

Junk Vehicle 

a Problem?

Having Trouble with the City complaining about your junk vehicles?

Problem solved! We haul junk cars & we pay you CASH!

We also haul junk iron!

Call 254-582-3983 

ask for Roger Coker

Halloween Dance

October 28

The Warehouse – Itasca

Sponsored by the Itasca Cinco de Mayo Scholarship Foundation

Costume contest

$$$ prizes for the winners

2006 Senior Night - October 27

All parents of senior band members, senior football or senior cheerleader should be at the field by 6:30 p.m. The senior program will start promptly at 6:45 
p.m.

Food for Families

Itasca High School Student Council is sponsoring the Food For Families drive. It will begin Friday, October 27 and continue until November 17. The 
Student Council hopes to collect more than a ton of non-perishable food products in this time. Last year they collected over 2, 200 pounds of food.

Items needed are canned meats and vegetables, cereals, canned fruit, peanut butter, tuna, stews, rice, chili, baby food, beans, flour, sugar, soups, corn meal, 
pasta, sauces and dry beans.

On Friday November 17, the Council will take their collections to Hillsboro to be weighed and given to the County Food Bank. Please help the Itasca High 
School Student Council feed the hungry of our county.

Donations of food or money will be accepted through November 17.

Oct. 30-31 – Nov. 1-3

IISD Menus

Lunch 

10-30 – Pizza or Ravioli, Green Beans, Pineapple, Breadstick, Milk

10-31 – Nachos or Chicken Strips, Refried Beans, Applesauce, Ice Cream Cup, Milk

11-1 – Tacos or Crispitos, Spanish Rice, Pinto Beans, Oranges, Milk

11-2 – Steak Fingers or BBQ Rib Sand, New Potatoes, Broccoli, Peaches, Milk

11-3 – Cheeseburgers or Meatball Sub, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Choc Chip Cookie, Milk

Breakfast 

10-30 – Sausage Wrap, Cereal, Juice, Pineapple, Milk

10-31 – Pumpkin Bread, Cereal, Juice, Applesauce, Milk

11-1 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Pears, Milk

11-2 – French Toast, Juice, Pineapple, Milk

11-3 – Cinnamon Tastries, Toast, Juice, Peaches, Milk

Sign Up for a Flu Shot

Itasca High School - $22

Call 687-2922 ext 127 to put your name on the list

November 16 

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Lone Star Screening will also do ultrasound screenings and blood work by appointment.
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Do You Remember . . . ? – The Saga of Luke Tipton

Columnist Carl Sweeney

It was late spring and a cold norther hit with a cold drizzle falling as the rider reined his horse at the edge of town, and looked at the lights 
shimming through the windows of the houses. There were no street lights in the early days. He knew there would be a lantern in front of 
the livery stable where he could find feed for his horse, and a place to sleep in the hay for him.

The town was old Washington, about nine miles from Hope, Arkansas on the old road from Texarkana, Texas to Memphis, Tennessee. It faded away after 
Interstate 40 was built. There were many well known people that came through Washington, on the way to Texas even, Davy Crockett and others on the 
way to the Alamo. It was here that Jim Bowie and a blacksmith invented the famous "Bowie Knife." 

As Luke Tipton rested in the stable that night, he reflected back on his trip so far from Knoxville, Tennessee. He had been on the road well over a month, 
and knew he was over halfway to Itasca, Texas. 

Luke had lived and worked with a family named Tipton as a young man. Evidently he was a descendent of slaves of the Tipton’s; hence his name was the 
same as theirs. 

The Tipton family left Knoxville and came to Texas and on to Itasca before the turn of the 20th Century, leaving Luke behind. They owned a hotel in Itasca 
Community called a hostelry back then. 

The family had been good to Luke, and he considered them his family. They had taught him to read and write and paid him a small amount of wages along 
with his room and board. After they had been gone for some time, Luke became extremely lonely, and longed for his "Family." He wrote to them saying 
that he wished to join them in Texas. They sent him a little money to go with what he had saved up and also wrote a letter "To whom it may concern" to 
help Luke with whomever he might encounter on his trip. In addition to that, Luke had a very pleasant personality. He made it fine with families on the 
way often staying with them being fed by them, and had his horse fed and cared for. Luke must have been an exceptional person to have the courage to 
make a trip from Knoxville to Itasca alone and on horseback. 

When Luke arrived in Itasca he started working in the hotel for the Tipton. He worked for them for several years. Information is sketchy, but they must 
have sold the hotel because Luke went to Fort Worth and worked there for some time. My information shows that the hotel was still in operation in 1906. 
There is none that I could find after that. 

After Fort Worth, Luke came back to Itasca. He was a member of the Bethel AME Church here for over 50 years. He 
prided himself on punctuality in attending services. His friends said he was never tardy. Luke never married and had no 
relatives in this area, or anywhere else that was known. He was in declining health and went to St. Paul’s Hospital, where 
he died. His stone reads that he died November 3, 1950 and was born September 10, 1863. According to his wishes, he 
was buried in a suit given to him by W. I. Hooks Sr. years before for his fire fighting efforts to help save an early day 
structure from being destroyed. Luke was very proud of the suit which he only wore on very special occasions that he 
considered extremely important. The suit was the finest that could be bought at that time. It was in excellent condition 
for the purpose he had saved it for all these years, to be buried in it. 

Luke Tipton was buried in the Itasca Negro Cemetery very near Green Teal and John Teal and their wives. Evidently the people had great respect for him 
and named the cemetery "The Luke Tipton Cemetery." Apparently it had no name before them. It is said that Green Teal, John’s father was the first 
person buried in that cemetery.

The Teal Monument Project has been completed. The stone set, scalloped tile placed around the plot, plastic and felt and pea-
gravel over that. It should require no maintenance for a long time. This project was a result of the special compassion and 
donations from the people of Itasca and these who have moved away. You are urged to visit the grave when you are here for 
"Homecoming." 
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Wampus Cats of the Week

Senior Paw Print Press Staff Members

Each year the staff of the Paw Print Press puts out one edition that is mailed and distributed to over 1800 readers. This year it was Issue #41 on October 13, 
2006. 

This issue was mailed to its regular subscribers as well as approximately 1200 ex-students that are listed with the Ex-Student Association. In this massive 
mail out each year, Homecoming and reunion information is given to the many Wampus Cat fans who will be returning for Homecoming.

The Paw Print Press staff meets for 1½ hours a day, and in that time they must, plan, interview, write, copy, fold & staple and mail an issue each week. The 
normal number of copies printed each week is 610, so having to do 1200 extra copies in a week is quite a strain. (The Ex-Student Association did put on the 
labels & stamps)

Heading up this years’ staff were seniors Gabby Rivera, Mark Cummings and Alecia Evans. Under their leadership, the staff met the deadline and the Exes 
received their papers. 

Special of the Week

'06 Grand Marquis LS

Loaded, Leather, Moonroof

Compare Anywhere! $14,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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Wampus Cat Sports

Itasca Wampus Cats – 30 Tolar Rattlers - 29

Itasca Wampus Cats – 22 Rice Bulldogs – 14

Itasca Wampus Cats – 44 Blooming Grove Lions – 7

Itasca Wampus Cats - 26 Wortham Bulldogs – 0

Itasca Wampus Cats - 44 Scurry Rosser Wildcats – 32

Itasca Wampus Cats – 32 Maypearl Panthers – 0

Itasca Wampus Cats – 18 Grandview Zebras – 20

The Mighty Wampus Cats

Senior Football Players

#3 Kendale Mayberry #44 Lamar Crawford #51 Mark Cummings

#52 Kyle Baker #75 Justin Shelton #80 Jesus Soto

    

Senior football players have high expectations for their team and the team expects the same from the senior players. A senior must be a leader on the field 
and in the classroom. The dictionary defines a leader as a person who leads and a person who has commanding authority or influence.

 

As seniors, these boys have a very large load to carry. They must lead by example and teach underclassmen how to understand plays, how to avoid mistakes 
and they must make tough times easier by remaining on top of the difficulties.

This year’s senior football players are Kendale Mayberry, Justin Shelton, Kyle Baker, Mark Cummings, Lamar Crawford, and Jesus Soto.
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Trick or Treat? 

Halloween

Tuesday, October 31

Attention

Ghosts, Goblins & Gremlins  

 

Itasca Nursing Home

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Room to Room Trick or Treat

Itasca Fire Station

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Lots of Candy & Fun Things

Mesa Rica

Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main St Itasca, TX

254-687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Saturday – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Sunday & Monday Closed

Now Open

The Hayloft Café #2

116 S. Hill St.

Itasca, TX 254-687-2045

***Enjoy some good home cooking made the old fashion way – from scratch!

TO Go Orders Welcome!

All U Can Eat Catfish - Friday 

5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - $8.95 

Guitar Lessons

Ages 10 yrs. & Up 

$15.00 an hour

Call 687-2581

Clayton Wienecke

Fleas & Tiques

Come by and see our new items. 

We have costume jewelry & Avon products.

Lots more items – Come by & see!

Sally Panting – Co-manager

Class Ring Found (not Itasca High)

Has red stone with initials 

Found at Carwash in Itasca

Call & describe the ring. 254-687-2922 ext 158 Mrs. Petrash.

Stay at Home Mom 

looking for children (ages 0-4 years of age) to keep in her home. CPR and 1st Aid certified.

Monday – Friday – 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Kellie Broker 254-687-2081 

For Sale Collectible Dolls

Ashton Drake, etc. Lots of Brides & misc. 

Must see to appreciate

254-687-2920

Babysitting in My Home

Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Prefer infants – 3 years old

254-687-2920

Lots of Love & Attention 

Wampus Cat Iron Rocker Raffle

Benefiting the 

Itasca Cheerleaders

 

Made & Donated by 

Jesse Dominguez

Tickets 

$5 ea/5 for $20

Drawing 

November 11
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