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Itasca’s Place in the 

"Rock & Roll Hall of Fame"

Reporter Devin Corbitt

Information from various website & Hill County Courthouse

Born the third child of Frank Phillips and Gewilie Thompson on 
June 30, 1936 in Itasca, Texas, Frank Phillips, Jr., who would later 
change his name and be responsible for placing Itasca in the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame.

Phillips changed his name to Billy Guy when he moved first to 
California and then to New York City to begin a singing career. He 
started by singing in a duo called Bip and Bop. Carl Gardner, who 
was forming a group called The Coasters (pictured above), recruited 
him in 1955. Guy (seated in picture) sang baritone and was the 
biggest comedian of the group.

The Coasters were one of the most well known singing groups from 
1956 to 1961. They made numerous television appearances, appeared in six major movies and 
amassed record sales of over 100million. Even today, fifty years after they hit the Top 10 on the 
R&B chart and crossed over onto the Pop Top Forty chart, people still get excited when the hear 
"Searchin," Yakety Yak," "Charlie Brown," "Poison Ivy," "Young Blood" or "Along Came 
Jones."

Continue on page 3.

Ex-Itasca Teacher Honored by TGCA

Press Release from Frieda Grigsby

At the summer convention of the Texas Girls Coaches Association, Margaret McKown was 
presented a distinguished service award for her many contributions to girls’ athletics and the 
Texas Girls Coaches Association during the past 45 years. The TGCA is a statewide organization 
for coaches of girls cross-country, volleyball, basketball, track and field, and softball with over 
5,000 members.

Mrs. McKown’s husband served as the executive director of the TGCA from 1952 until retirement 
in 2001. The award will be known as the Margaret McKown Distinguished Service Award to be 
presented annually at the Honor Awards Luncheon held during the summer convention to an 
individual that has made outstanding contributions to the TGCA and girls athletics in a non 
coaching capacity.

1950 Grad Honored at 2006 Homecoming 

The Itasca Ex-Student Association will honor James Calfee during the 2006 Homecoming 
festivities as a distinguished alumnus. 

Calfee was born and raised around Itasca. He started first grade at Rockwall then from the 
seventh grade on went to school in town. After high school graduation in 1950, he spent the 
summer helping to tear down the Itasca school building so a new school building could be built. 

He entered college, graduated from North Texas, and served a tour of duty in the U.S. Navy. Upon 
returning home Calfee worked three years for the electric company in Fort Worth and in 1959 
went to work for Humble Oil and Refining Company (now Exxon Mobile) where he worked for 
thirty-five years. 

James and his wife Jan have three sons, 3 wonderful daughters-in laws and 4 grandchildren. They 
have traveled to Europe, Middle East, China, Canada, South America, Puerto Rico, Far East and 
Israel. They are looking forward to Homecoming 2006.

Homecoming – November 10

Friday, November 10, 2006

3:30 p.m. – Big Parade – Downtown

Following Parade – Open House – Citizens State Bank

7:30 p.m. – Football Game – Itasca vs. Dublin

During the game – 11:00 Fun & Fellowship – Cafeteria

Saturday, November 11, 2006

9:00 a.m. –11:00 a.m. – Informal Coffee/ Get Together - Itasca ISD Cafeteria

11:30 - Barbecue Luncheon - Itasca ISD Cafeteria

After lunch (Approximately 1:00 p.m.) – Business Meeting – Special Events Center

50-Year Honor Class – 1956

Honored Alumni to be Recognized

All classes ending in 6s and 1s will be honored

All ex-students registered with Nancy Bowman (Ex-Students Association) are receiving this issue 
of the Paw Print Press. – More information throughout the issue.

A very special Thank You from Nancy Bowman and the Ex-Students Association to Judie 
Underwood for posting several class lists in the organizations database.

Page 2 October 13, 2006 Paw Print Press

Community Announcements

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist Church

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Prayer Service Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my 
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this 
temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there. 2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Itasca United Methodist Church

Guaranteed no-nap Preaching, or double your doubt back. Where Worship Is Joyous

Experience the energy of God’s promise in a beautiful, historic sanctuary.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Worship 10:50 a.m.

254-687-2475

What Does Your 

Heavenly Account Look Like?

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . ."

"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . "

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Matthew 6: 19, 20, 21

God does not mail you a monthly statement, you must keep up with it yourself.

Accounting classes now being offered at the Church of Christ in Itasca, Sundays at 9:45 & 10:45 a.
m. & 6:30 p.m.

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

November 4 – 9:00 a.m.

Presbyterian Church

Community Christmas Cantata Practice

Sunday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.

Presbyterian Church. Please join us!

Itasca First United Methodist Church

Fall Festival - Saturday, October 28

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Bake Sale - Barbeque Sand. Luncheon Rummage Sale

Presbyterian Church 

First Presbyterian Church of Itasca has a lot going on, and we invite you to join us. 

We have 3 different Bible Studies for women. One meets at 2:00 p.m. on the second Monday of 
each month, and they are studying the book of James. Another one meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 
second Monday of each month. They are studying Beth Moore's book "The Beloved Disciple, 
Following John to the Heart of Jesus". The third group meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday 
of each month, and they are beginning a new study on "Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World: 
Finding Intimacy with God in the Busyness of Life." Please call the church office at 687-2243 or 
Diane Barnes at 687-2963 to find out where each group is meeting.

We have Exercise Classes for Senior Citizens every Tuesday and Thursday morning at 10:00 in 
our Fellowship Hall.

We also have several opportunities for fellowship this month. We will have a Family Night Supper 
on Sunday evening, October 15 at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall. The theme will be "Fiesta" and we 
will enjoy Mexican food provided by members of our Session. 

On Tuesday evening, October 17, we will enjoy our monthly Game Night in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bring a finger food and come join us for food, fellowship, and fun. On Friday night, October 27, 
we will host 5th Quarter in our Fellowship Hall immediately following the football game.

Of course, we also invite you to join in our Angel Food Ministry. Distribution will be on October 
21. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact Judy Offutt or Lynnette Payne at 
the Presbyterian Children's Home, 254-687-2302. And please join us on Sunday mornings for 
Fellowship Time at 9:30 a.m., followed by Sunday School at 10:00 and Worship at 11:00. Everyone 
is welcome!

Want to subscribe to PPP?

The Paw Print Press is a weekly publication that is currently in its 10th year. If you would like to 
subscribe send $22 to Paw Print Press, 123 N. College, Itasca, TX 76055.

We welcome articles and Letters to the Editor but reserve the right to shorten or refuse them if 
they are deemed inappropriate. 
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Itasca’s R&R Connection

Continued from page 1.

From 1957 to 1959, The Coasters had fourteen songs that made the R & B chart. Baritone Billy 
Guy was one of the reasons the group was so popular. The Coasters became the first vocal group 
to be inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The presentation was made on January 21, 
1987 and it was hailed as "one of the liveliest and funniest in show business."

Billy Guy died on November 5, 2002 at the age 66 of a heart disease. However, his body lay 
unclaimed for weeks because his companion of thirty years, Vanessa Van Klyde, could not claim 
the body because they were never legally married and the only family that could be found did not 
have the money to pay for his funeral. Guy’s friends, fans, and colleagues held a fundraiser and 
were eventually able to have him buried at Garden Memorial in Las Vegas.

Billy Guy may be the biggest star to come from Itasca, and yet we never even knew it. 

***We were unable to find a connection to anyone living in Itasca today, but would love to hear 
from anyone who has any knowledge of Billy Guy (Frank Phillips, Jr.). A special thanks to Mrs. 
Crouch and her technology class who gave us the news lead.

2006 Cheerleaders to Raise Money for National Competition

Press Release

The Itasca Cheer Squad, in their quest for excellence to support our Wampus Cat teams, once 
again received a bid to participate in the National Competition. To raise money for the 
competition, to be held in December, they will have several fundraisers in the next few months. 

One such fundraiser began at the JV football game last week, where the cheerleaders sold raffle 
tickets for a Wampus Cat chair, made and generously donated by Jesse Dominguez. The tickets 
are $5 each or 5 for $20 and the drawing will be held at the Homecoming Game on November 10. 
In addition, they will be selling raffle tickets for a quilt made by and kindly donated by Carol 
Upchurch. Tickets for the quilt will be $1 each or 6 for $5. Other fundraisers are still being 
planned and will be announced as soon as they are finalized. Hopefully an auction of items 
donated by local businesses, community members, and supporters will be included. Some items 
have already been offered and are waiting only for details and dates to be set.

As always, we know the community members of our great "Big Little Town" will show their 
unwavering support to both our youth and organizations, and we would like to say a huge 
THANK YOU in advance.

Clip & Mail w/check

Ticket Request for 

Homecoming 2006 Luncheon

Please reserve ______ tickets @ $8.00 each for the Noon Barbecue November 11, 2006.

Please print 

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

No. of tickets ________ @ $8.00 ea. ($10.00 at door)

Total $______

You will pick up your plate and have your name checked off at the door of the cafeteria. No mail 
outs.

Send check payable to: Itasca Ex-Student Association before November 9, 2006.

℅ Nancy Bowman, 801 S. Files St. Itasca, TX 76055

Have You Purchased Your Wampus Cat Brick?

If you would like to purchase one or more Wampus Cat 
memorial bricks, please clip and mail the form below along with 
a $50 check for each brick you are purchasing. If you need 
further information please contact Nancy Bowman at 801 S. 
Files, Itasca, TX 76055. 

 

 

Itasca ISD Brick Reservation Form

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Inscription is limited to 3 lines with 15 spaces on each line. One person’s name per brick, please.

Clip and send completed form with a check to Nancy Bowman, 801 S. Files, Itasca, TX 76055.

***Not guaranteed to be laid by November 10, 2006 - but will be by Homecoming 2007.

Page 4 October 13, 2006 Paw Print Press

Senior Spotlight 

 

Rosemary Flores

Photographer & Reporter Devin Corbitt

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

Rosemary Flores is the oldest child in her family. She is the 
daughter of Blanca Flores. She has lots of responsibility looking 
after brothers Joseph, Juan and Carlos, and sisters Bryanna and 
Adrian.

"Just do what you want to do," Rosemary advises the 
underclassmen. "Live your life the way you want to and always live 

your dreams." 

Rosemary, or Floja (lazy) as her friends call her, is ready to graduate, but is not sure if she is 
ready to leave home just yet.  

"I love teaching Sunday School class at my church in Alvarado," Rosemary said. "Working with 
younger children is something I’m really good at and enjoy doing." 

As well as teaching children, Rosemary enjoys watching soccer, dancing to Cumbia, Durangüense, 
and Reggae music, listening to the radio, talking on the phone and just being lazy. 

"I have been dancing in the Cinco de Mayo festival since coming to Itasca my freshman year and I 
was the 2005 Cinco de Mayo Queen." 

Rosemary is a second year student on the yearbook staff and is in the National Honor Society.

"I value honesty and a sense of humor above everything else in a friend," 
Rosemary said. "That is why my best friends are Victoria and Anita. They 
are always there for me." 

Her favorite teachers in high school are Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Hennig, Mrs. 
Willman, and Mrs. Swilley.

In the future, Rosemary hopes to own her own restaurant and a daycare 
center. 

"I do want to get married a have a few children. No specific number though, because I don’t want 
to scare the guys off with thoughts of lots of children."

Itasca High School’s New Custodian

Reporter & Photographer Eva Mayberry

Joining the Itasca High School staff this summer is custodian Obie Massey. 

Massey was born and raised in Crossroads and graduated from Crossroads High 
School. His previous job was at a Chevrolet Dealership.

"Working as the high school custodian and "go to man" is a big difference from 
being at the dealership," Obie said. "I really am enjoying my job and all of the 
friendly students and teachers."

Massey and his wife have 5 children, freshman - Brandy, 8th grader -Alicia, 2nd grader- Anthony, 
and two daughters Taylor and Summer who do not attend Itasca.

Meet the Press – GiGi Morgan

Reporter & Photographer Megan Goff

Junior GiGi Morgan is enjoying her first year on the staff of the Paw 
Print Press. She is the assistant business manager and keeps busy typing 
press releases, getting issues ready for the mail and most anything else 
that has to be done to keep the presses rolling. 

"I’m glad that I get to work with so many great people." GiGi said. 
"The newspaper staff is like one big club, most of the time happy."

GiGi showed her leadership qualities by recently being elected vice-president of her junior class. 
On the basketball court, she plays a strong post. 

"I think we have a good team this year," GiGi proudly said. 

GiGi is also a first year PAL and she loves being involved with the elementary children.

"She’s a hard worker and is always anxious to do what needs to be done." Mrs. Petrash said. 

2006 Senior Night 

October 27, 2006

All parents of senior band members, senior football or senior cheerleader should be at the field by 
6:30 p.m. The senior program will start promptly at 6:45 p.m.
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5-0 Wampus Cats Prepare for District Play

Reporter Mark Cummings

Cartoon Tim Baker

The Itasca Wampus Cats are awesome! The Cats have managed to win every pre-district game 
and even shut out one opponent. 

"We have finally learned that you don’t get what you want," one player said, "You get what 
you’ve earned."

The Cats have definitely earned their 5-0 record. Quarterback Mikey Marshall has led the team 
through every situation with a positive attitude and a huge arm. 

Kendale Mayberry and Tralyn Harden are the sticky fingered receivers that continue to catch the 
big pass, and make the plays that must be made in order to stay in control. Edgar Soto and 
Clayton Wienecke have been positive additions to the offense, stepping up and taking the role that 
is needed at any given time. 

This years Wampus Cats have executed on defense and special teams expertly. Justin Shelton 
leads the Cats on defense and Frank Sanchez and De'Veon Mayberry are right by his side to crush 
the opposing offense. In the Secondary, Desmond Guy, John Prescott and Jesus Soto contain the 
pass plays. 

If the Cats continue to believe in themselves and execute the plays, they are unstoppable. A large 
number of fans will be on hand Friday night at Patton Field when the Cats meet the Maypearl 
Panthers in the opening district game. They will be anxious to see if Marshall adds to his 1127 
yards passing and his 554 yards rushing. Also running up stats are Kendale Mayberry with 540 
yards on 28 receptions and 7 TDs, Tralyn Harden has 397 yards on 17 catches with 3Tds and 
Edgar Soto has 16 catches for 104 yards and 3 TDs. Kick off is 7:30 p.m. 

2006

Varsity Football Schedule

Wampus Cats – 30 Tolar Rattlers - 29

Wampus Cats – 22 Rice Bulldogs – 14

Wampus Cats – 44 Blooming Groove Lions - 7

Wampus Cats – 26 Wortham Bulldogs – 0

Wampus Cats – 44 - Scurry Rosser Wildcats - 32 

Won – 5 Lost – 0

Oct. 13 *Maypearl Home 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 20 *Grandview Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27 *Hico Home 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 *Rio Vista Away 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10 *Dublin (Homecoming) 7:30 p.m. 

*District Games

Junior Varsity &Junior High 

JV 7th 8th 

Won 2 Lost 3 Won 1 Lost 1 Won 1 Lost 1 

Oct. 12 *Maypearl Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 *Grandview Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 26 *Hico Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 2 *Rio Vista Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 *Dublin Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

High School & Junior High 

Cross Country

10-18 - District Byron Stewart Park 4:00 Cleburne

2006 Lady Cats Basketball Schedule

Oct. 31 Scrimmage – Hubbard JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 7 Bruceville-Eddy JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 16, 18 Venus Tournament JV TBA

Nov. 14 Abbott JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 18 Bosqueville V 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 21 *Blum Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 28 *Venus Home JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 30 Abbott Tournament V TBA

Dec. 5 Meridian JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Dec. 7 Frost Tournament V TBA

Dec. 12 *Grandview JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Dec. 15 *Hico Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 19 *Maypearl JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 28 Godley Tournament V TBA

*District Games
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NOTICE OF CITY ELECTION

To the registered voters of Itasca, Hill, Texas:

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., on 
November 7, 2006, for voting in a City election, to elect (1) one mayor and (2) two alderman.

Locations of polling places:

Rotary, 103 W. Main, Itasca, Texas 76055

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday at: 126 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. beginning on October 23, 2006 and ending on 
November 3, 2006. 

Additional early voting will be held as follows:

Location Date Hours 

126 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas Nov. 1-2, 2006 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:

Cynthia Lewis

Early Voting Clerk

126 N. Hill

Itasca, Texas 76055

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on October 31, 
2006.

Issued this the 21st day of August, 2006.

David Heald, Mayor

AVISO DE ELECCION GENERAL

A los votantes registrados de Itasca, Hill, Texas:

Notifiquese, por las presente, que las casillas electorales sitado abajo se abriran desde las 7:00 a.m. 
hasta las 7:00 p.m. el 7 de Noviembre de 2006 para votar en la Eleccion para elegir uno (1) alcalde, 
dos (2) concejales.

Direccion(es) de las Casillas Electorales:

Rotary, 103 W. Main, Itasca, Texas 76055

La votacion en adelantada en persona se llevara a cabo de lunes a viernes en: 126 N. Hill, Itasca, 
Texas entre las 8:30 de la manana y las 4:30 de la tarde empezando el 23 de Octubre, 2006 y 
terminando el 3 de Noviembre, 2006.

La Votacion en adelantada ademas se llevara a cabo de tal manera:

Sitio Fecha Horas

126 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas 1-2 de Nov. 2006 7:00 a.m – 7:00 p.m.

Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberan enviarse a:

Cynthia Lewis

Secretario de la Votacion En Adelantada

126 N. Hill

Itasca, Texas 76055

Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberan recibirse para el fin de 
las horas de negocio el 31 de Octubre, 2006.

Emitida este dia 21st de Agosto, 2006.

David Heald, Alcalde

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Receptionist Needed

The Presbyterian Children’s Home in Itasca is looking for a receptionist to work Monday-Friday, 
1:00pm – 5:00pm. Must have strong interpersonal and verbal skills. Must be computer literate 
and able to operate word processing, and database software. If interested, go to www.pchas.org 
and download an application. After completing the application, mail it to: PO Box 100; Itasca, 
Texas 76055.

NOTICE

The City of Itasca is accepting applications for the position of Public Works Maintenance Worker. 
An application for employment may be obtained at City Hall, 126 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas. The 
offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. The position will remain open 
until filled.

Itasca ISD School Board 

Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee 

Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

October 13-15 -Grandview @ Beaumont Ranch. Living History Event . 

Friday is School Day. 

Saturday and Sunday Civil War Re-enactment. 

Church on Sunday Morning. CivilWarCenterof Texas.com - 817-229-8115

Itasca Fall Clean Up

October 7 – 21

Bring your paid water bill receipt for free dumping during this time period at Allied 
Waste. 
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Reunion Information

Class of 1946

The class of 1946 will celebrate their 60th year anniversary at Home Coming. They will meet after 
the business meeting at the Presbyterian Church fellowship Hall on Saturday November 11. All of 
the classes from the forties (1940-1949) will be meeting there at the same time. It should be a great 
get together for all.

We are still looking for some of these classmates. Please contact them about our Home Coming. 
Mary Jo McCord, Ruby Cummings, Berta Faye Orane, Lois Domer, Marie Fredrick, Vada 
Huffmin, Edwin Hester, John Morish, Elnora Mittchell, Henry Weaver, Thala Foster

Class of 1956

The Class of 1956 (the Honored Class) will ride in the parade on Friday afternoon and attend the 
football game Friday night. Following the luncheon and business meeting Saturday, the class will 
gather in the Farrow Room. That evening the class will dine together in Hillsboro.

Class of 1966

40-year Class Reunion

The class of 1966 is having a class reunion at the Itasca Homecoming this year on Nov. 11, at the 
Lone Star Cafe, located at 100 Dynasty Dr. in Hillsboro, Texas (this is close to the mall.) We have 
a reserved room from 3:00 P.M. until 9:00 P.M. I think we'll be able to stay longer than that, if 
anyone wants to keep visiting. 

We would like to invite anyone else to come and drop by to visit and stay as long as you'd like. We 
look forward to seeing all of you.

If we can help you in anyway or answer any of your questions, please feel free to call: 

***Myra (Boyd) Davenport home - 817-295-2804 e-mail: davenportmyra@aol.com

***Christine(Frysinger)Sparks home - 817-451-0704 e-mail cfsparks01@juno.com

Class of 1996

It has been 10 years and we are planning the reunion. If you were a 1996 Itasca HS graduate or 
know how to contact one please call Jon or Kristen Bowman @ 214-717-8425 or Sarah Willman at 
817-891-2499.

Museum Update

Reporter Viddy Reyes

The remodeling of the museum into the Itasca Depot Visitor’s 
Center & Heritage Education Center was scheduled to be 
completed the last week in October, but work is behind schedule 
so the facility will not be finished for Homecoming 2006.

 

Curator Judie McClure has said that the restoration will 
probably be completed by the end of November. New chimneys have been put on the museum and 
all of the air conditioning and heating has been done inside the museum. The three buildings 
beside the museum are restrooms, an exhibit building for the 1905 fire truck and an exhibit 
building for an Itasca Item printing press and items from Dr. Ritchey’s dentist office. 

In a few weeks, the U.S. History class will began arranging 
displays for the museum walls. The U.S. History class will also 
arrange tours for adults and students. There will be no cost to 
visit the museum, but donations can be made for its upkeep and 
added exhibits. 

 

 

Ex-Student Association Information

Press Release 

The Itasca Ex-Student Association has $2,215.37 in its operating checking account as of September 
2006. In the Scholarship Fund account, there is $48,087.59 as of September 2006. The goal of the 
Association is to reach $100,000 in the Scholarship Fund. 

Please send your class lists, address changes or new addresses to Nancy Bowman, 801 S. Files St. 
Itasca, TX 76055 or to Itasca High School, 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX 76055. They will be added 
to the database for special mailings. At least once a year a newsletter and/or a Paw Print Press 
issue is mailed to everyone on the database in time to prepare for that year's Homecoming.

Wampus Cat Iron Rocker Raffle

Benefiting the Itasca Cheerleaders



Made & Donated by Jesse Dominguez

Tickets $5 each / 5 for $20

Drawing November 11
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Recent Deaths

Cammack, James - James "Bubby" died September 22, 2006, at his home in Brazoria, Texas with 
his family at his side. He was born May 30, 1932 in Quintana, Texas, the son of James King and 
Sarah Perry Cammack. On August 2, 1957 he married Isabella Hibler, by whom he is survived. 
James is also survived by his children Mildred Cammack, Charlene Buck and son Michael 
Cammack. He is a 6th generation descendent of Moses Austin, Texas, father of Stephen F. Austin. 

At age 12, James along with his siblings Emily and Bill move to Itasca as residence of the 
Presbyterian Children’s Home (PCH). He attributes the success in his life to the six years he spent 
at PCH and his four years at Itasca High School. He graduated from Itasca High School 1950. He 
greatly appreciated the educational opportunity and many friends that Itasca High School 
provided. He cherished his association with the late Coach Francis Pulatte. After graduation from 
Itasca High School in 1950, he attended Tarleton State University – then a Junior College. While a 
freshman at Tarleton he made the football team. After completion of his freshman year, James 
joined the Army to see the world. Instead he went to Fort Bliss in El Paso and never left the State 
of Texas.

After serving his country that he loved, he returned to the Gulf Coast and went to work for the 
Dow Chemical Company. In 1956 James went to work for the Post Office in Brazoria, Texas. He 
was a rural mail carrier for 33 years. He loved his work and never passed up an opportunity assist 
a patron, whether it was delivering medicine to sick customers or adding a cent or two to a letter. 
He was an active member of the Texas Rural Letter Carriers Association. He rarely missed the 
National Rural Letter Carriers Convention. His early work schedule allowed him to pursue his 
passion for the game of baseball as an umpire. He umpired many high school and junior college 
baseball games in the Gulf Coast area. His favorite baseball games were those at the nearby 
Clemens Prison Farm, this gave him an opportunity to interact with the inmates who were also his 
mail patrons.

On the side, he raised cattle, baled and sold hay. As a volunteer, he managed the Historic Gulf 
Prairie Cemetery. It was in this cemetery that Stephen F. Austin was originally buried in 1836. In 
1910, Stephen F. Austin’s remains were moved to the State Capital in Austin. James Cammack 
was laid to rest in the Gulf Prairie Cemetery near the spot where Stephen F. Austin was buried 
170 years ago.

James Cammack was a Wampus Cat to the end of his life. Despite living 250 miles away, he 
seldom missed a homecoming. He maintained many friendships from his days at Itasca High 
School. He was a passionate reader of the Paw Print Press and insisted that others read it. He 
particularly enjoyed Carl Sweeny’s articles. He was instrumental in organizing the scholarship 
fund for the students at Itasca High School. 

Anderson, John Edd - John Anderson, 70 passed away suddenly on Saturday, September 30, 2006 
at his home in Itasca, Texas. The wake was held on Thursday, October 5, 2006 at Clayton Kay – 
Vaughn Funeral Home Itasca. The funeral will was held at Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church 
in Itasca on October 6, 2006 with pastor, Reverend Henry Arthur Diggs officiating.

His parents Carwell and Lela Anderson, a sister Zetta B. Anderson Powell and a brother L. C. 
Anderson preceded him in death. He leaves to mourn his passing a wife of 13 years, Gloria 
Deming Anderson, two stepdaughters Yvette Hill (Ottis) and Anita Deming (Tony), sister Jerry 
Small, five brothers Carl (Norma), Loyal (Joyce), Alfritch (Mary), Orizul (Jackie) and Fred 
(Jacqueline). He also leaves an aunt Maxine Williams and a host of nephews, nieces, relatives, 
friends and his beloved pet, Flea.

Veterans Day Program

Press Release

The Itasca Independent School District and Board of Revitalization extends a special invitation to 
our veterans, past and present, for a special Veterans Day Program on November 10, 2006 
beginning at 9: 00 a.m. in the Special Events Center on the Itasca High School Campus. 

We also extend an invitation to everyone to help us say thanks for all their sacrifice. We must 
never forget those who have so bravely fought for our freedom. Veterans if you plan to attend call 
Betty Sumner at (254)-687-2204 or write Box 174 Itasca, TX 76055. 

Name That Winery

Press Release

Michael and Nanette Cox would like your help in renaming the winery. The Federal Board of 
Trademarks has denied the use of "Wild Vine Wines". We would like the help of the community 
in coming up a name. We will gladly accept any suggestion for the name until the Dec. 4, 2006. E-
mail your suggestion to mcox@sbcglobal.net, or mail them to Michael Cox, 664 HCR 4421, Itasca, 
Texas 76055
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Do You Remember . . . ? – Itasca Football 1935, 36, 37

Columnist Carl Sweeney

There was a short period of time in Itasca’s football history that was often 
referred to as "The Glory Years." They were 1935, 1936, and 1937. We won 
more games than any other like period, winning 33 games and losing only three. 

The coach to accomplish this was Wiley Grinnel. He was a native of Sherman, Texas, where he 
attended school, excelled in football, track, and basketball. After high school, he attended Austin 
College and did well until his senior year when an injury ended his playing career. He came to 
Itasca in 1935 to teach Ancient History and coach football and track. The outlook for our team 
wasn’t good then. But he instilled inspiration and confidence that spread even to the Monday 
morning and grand stand quarterbacks. He used the then Notre Dame system, using deception 
and trick plays, and ball control, yet sacrificing none of the powers to be gained otherwise. 

As was stated above, during the three years he coached, Itasca won 33 games and lost only three. 
The team during that time scored 945 points to the opponents 142. In 1935 and 36 Itasca was 
runner-up, or second in the district, losing two games the first year, one the second year and none 
the third year. Winning the district, then bi-district and beating Marlin 30 to 12 for the region, 
was high as a "B" team could go at that time. We were the third highest team in the state in 1937, 
scoring 483 points to our opponents 31 points. 

In three years coach Grinnel had 11 boys make "All District 1st Team," 7 made the "2nd Team," 6 
made the "All Regional 1st Team" and 5 to the "All Regional 2nd Team." 

Sam Baker was selected as "All State Class B" star by Coca-Cola and Southwestern Sports 
Magazine. Itasca’s backfield captain, Wendell Jordan, gained 2004 yards during the 1937 season. 
Itasca had boys from those 3 teams play for the following colleges; Texas Tech, Austin College, 
TCU, Denton Teacher College, Tulane, Baylor and Hillsboro Junior College. There could have 
been others that I was not aware of. Ollie Baker, All Regional Back and Edgar Compton, All 
Regional End attended Baylor. Wayne Gardner, quarterback for the 1937 team went on to coach 
at Waco High for many years and did exceptionally well. He was one of the most popular coaches 
Waco High has ever had. Remember, region was as high as our "B" team could go then. I don’t 
think there is a "B" team category now. Also during Coach Grinnel’s tenure, we lost only one 
track meet. 

Another interesting story about Coach Grinnel was "Wiley Grinnel’s unique football book." His 
wife and son presented him with a book for his birthday. It was entitled "Everything I Knew 
About the Dallas Cowboys" by Wiley Grinnel. When he opened it there was nothing but blank 
pages. He took a lot of teasing. But then he turned the joke around by soliciting some of his 
favorite coaches and the players to write in his book. Each one was sent a letter of explanation and 
two blank pages to write about the Cowboys or something relating to football with their picture 
and a bio. The response so was unbelievable, more than 400 celebrities replied with handwritten 
messages. He finally moved into his sixth volume that sounded like a list of "Who’s Who." We 
cannot, of course, list them all but some who responded were; Tom Landry, Roger Staubach, Bum 
Phillips, Doak Walker, Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, George Bush, Gil Brandt, Dan Meredith, 
Johnny Unitas, Jackie Sherill in subsequent volumes there were "Bear" Bryant, Don Shula, 
Danny White, Pete Roselle, Bob Griese, Bob Hope, Earl Campbell, George Blanda, Hershel 
Walker, Charlie Waters, Archie Manning, Larry Csonka, George Plimpton, Jack Dempsey, Kevin 
Sweeney, Bill Walsh, Paul Hackett and many others. Just think what all those letters and 
autographs would be worth. His famous players also contributed their letters, too, like Wayne 
Gardner, "Skipper" Jordan, Cub Sanderson and Ollie Baker.

Perhaps if there is enough response I can write another column with more about the 1935 and 
1936 teams.

 

District 29-B 

1937

Itasca – 64 Italy – 0

Itasca – 49 Mildred – 0

Itasca – 45 Mt. Calm – 0

Itasca – 21 Marlin – 13

Itasca – 45 Abbott – 0

Itasca – 65 Clifton – 0

Itasca – 45 West – 0

Itasca – 46 McGregor – 6

Itasca – 12 Grandview – 0

District Itasca – 6 Mart – 0 Bi-District Itasca – 57 Mildred - 0

Regional Itasca – 30 Marlin - 12
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Wampus Cat of the Week

Nancy Gilley Bowman – Class of 1968

Info from Vol. 97 Issue #8 Paw Print Press (Julie Freeman)

 

Nancy Gilley Bowman is a familiar face to everyone living in Itasca. She has been an Itascan all of 
her life. She graduated in 1968, but did not give up her Wampus Cat membership. She began 
working for the Itasca ISD in 1973 and continued working for the district between babies until 
1998, when she went to work in the family owned business, Bowman H2O. Nancy and husband 
David have three children: Carrie, Cyndi and Jon.

Nancy has served on the Ex-Student Association for many years. Her official title is unimportant 
as she is known as the "Go to Person" if you need information about any ex-student of Itasca. Not 
only does the Ex-Students Association appreciate all you do, so does the community of Itasca.

Special of the Week

'02 Ram Quad Cab SLT

Loaded, Cummins Diesel, Automatic

Extra Nice Truck! $15,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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Scarecrow Contest

Sponsored by

Itasca Chamber of Commerce 

Place your

homemade scarecrow at 

Veteran’s Memorial Park

in Downtown Itasca 

Judging will be October 24, 2006

Place a card with your name & phone number on it with your scarecrow. 

Be sure to place the card in a plastic baggie to protect it.

Prizes will be awarded in different categories.

Mesa Rica

Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main St Itasca, TX

254-687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Saturday – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Sunday & Monday Closed

Now Open

The Hayloft Café #2

116 S. Hill St.

Itasca, TX 254-687-2045

***enjoy some good home cooking made the old fashion way – from scratch!

TO Go Orders Welcome!

All U Can eat Catfish – Friday Night

5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - $8.95

Fleas & Tiques

Come by and see our new items. 

We have costume jewelry & Avon products.

Lots more items – Come by & see!

Sally Panting – Co-manager

Help Your Community Join the Itasca Chamber of Commerce

$15 individual membership

$36 Business membership

Contact Chamber President Lance Meinzer at Citizens State Bank or any 

Chamber Director for more information.

Class Ring Found (not Itasca High)

Has red stone with initials 

Found at Carwash in Itasca

Call & describe the ring. 254-687-2922 ext 158 Mrs. Petrash.

Stay at Home Mom 

looking for children (ages 0-4 years of age) to keep in her home. CPR and 1st Aid 
certified.

Monday – Friday – 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Kellie Broker 254-687-2081 

For Sale Collectible Dolls

Ashton Drake, etc. Lots of Brides & misc. 

Must see to appreciate

254-687-2920

Babysitting in My Home

Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Prefer infants – 3 years old

254-687-2920

Lots of Love & Attention 

Paw Print Press

123 N. College 

Itasca, Texas 76055


