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City Receives $250,000 Grant for Sewer Replacement, Repairs

Reporter Megan Goff Photographer Alecia Evans

The City fixed the "gorges and gullies" in the streets of Itasca approximately six years ago but the 100 year old sewer 
system is still being held together with band-aids and masking tape. The entire infrastructure of Itasca is very old.

"These are some much needed repairs that can be made with this grant," City Manager Mark Gropp said as he and 
Mayor David Heald proudly displayed an enlargement of the check. Continued on page 3.

 

Itascans Vote þ For Students

152-68

With only 220 voters exercising their right to vote, the school tax rollback passed with over a two to one margin. The final tally is 152 For, 68 Against.

The state mandated roll back election was necessary if the district was to keep the 2005 tax rate and maximize the funds from the state.

The election will insure that Itasca ISD will receive close to $500,000 each year, most from the state, that would not have been available for the education of 
our students otherwise.

The funds will be used to continued programs that have made Itasca ISD one of the best in the state. IHS graduates have the opportunity to earn 27 hours 
of college credit, take ACT and SAT Tests and utilize the SOS program, which continues to help them throughout the college years, all with no cost to their 
parents.

The money generated will also be used to fund unfunded state mandated program such as the four-year Math and Science curriculum in the high school.

 

Candidates Discuss County Needs in "friends of Hill County Paw Pals" Hosted Town 
Meeting

Reporter & Photographer Susan Crawford

Pictured left to right are County Judge Candidate Justin Lewis, Precinct #4 Commissioner candidate Joe Daniels, 
County Judge Kenneth Davis, Commissioner Precinct #2 James Buzzbee, and Precinct #4 candidate Lee Harkins. 

The "Friends of Hill County Paw Pals" sponsored a town hall meeting at the Itasca Rotary Club Room in Itasca 
to give the candidates running for office an opportunity to answer questions and give their thoughts on the much 
need animal shelter. 

Continued on page 3. 

IPD, DPS Arrest Six in City Drug Bust

Press Release

On Sunday morning October 1, 2006 at about 2:25 a.m., members of the Itasca Police Department and Troopers from the Texas Highway Patrol executed a 
search and arrest warrant in the 200 block of South King Street in Itasca. 

Six subjects were taken into custody and charged with possession of a controlled substance, over 4 grams under 200 grams, possession of marijuana over 2 
ounces under four pounds. 

The female subject received an additional charge of possession of a controlled substance, penalty group 1, less than 1 gram. The arrested are: David 
Montes, Ronie Armstrong, Luis Montes, Steve Jones, Sasha Heron and Joe Mendez.
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Community Announcements

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist Church

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Prayer Service Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my 
name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there. 2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Itasca United Methodist Church

Guaranteed no-nap Preaching, or double your doubt back. Where Worship Is Joyous

Experience the energy of God’s promise in a beautiful, historic sanctuary.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Worship 10:50 a.m.

254-687-2475

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tues. month 6:00 p.m. Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

What Does Your 

Heavenly Account Look Like?

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . ."

"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . "

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Matthew 6: 19, 20, 21

God does not mail you a monthly statement, you must keep up with it yourself.

Accounting classes now being offered at the Church of Christ in Itasca, Sundays at 9:45 & 10:45 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

September Police Report

9-1 – Assisted DPS – Major Accident – I-35W southbound mm 4½

9-1 – Assisted stranded motorist – I-35W southbound mm 11

9-1 – reckless driver report – I-35W southbound mm 8

9-1 – Unsecured door – 100 blk. N. College St. 

9-2 – Traffic stop – 80 mph/65 mph – DWLI arrest – I-35W northbound mm 7

9-2 – Assisted citizen – 200 blk. N. Hill St.

9-3 – Traffic stop – Vehicle impounded – Citation for no D.L. – Files & E. North Sts.

9-3 – 3 arrested for public intoxication – I-35W northbound mm 8

9-3 – Arrest for deadly conduct - I-35W northbound mm 8

9-3 – Assisted HCSO – Burglary in progress – FM 934 @ Hwy. 171

9-3 – Loud music complaint – 100 blk. N. Park St.

9-3 – Domestic disturbance – 800 blk. Weave St.

9-4 – Accident – E. Main St. @ Exit 8 I-35W northbound

9-4 – Missing person report – Itasca PD

9-4 – Domestic disturbance - 100 blk W. Adams

9-4 – Assisted HCSO with missing juvenile – Itasca PD

9-4 – Theft report – FM 934 @ Hwy. 171

9-4 – Assisted motorist – E. Elm St.

9-4 – Assisted HCSO – Pursuit – Subject arrested I-35W southbound mm 5

9-5 – Warrant arrest – 200 blk. S. King St.

9-6 – Minor accident – 100 blk. E. Main St.

9-6 – Report of lost property – Itasca PD

9-6 – Class C – Assault by threat – 1500 blk. e. Main St.

9-6 – Civil matter – 100 blk. E. Monroe St.

9-7 – Anhydrous leak – 800 blk. S. Hill St

9-8 – Reckless driver – 700 blk. E. Adams St.

9-8 – Assisted IFD – 600 blk. Mill St.

9-9 – Assisted HCSO – Runaway child

9-9 – Reckless driver – I-35W southbound mm 7

9-9 – Assisted Covington PD – FM 67 @ I-35W

9-10 – DWI arrest – I-35W northbound mm 8

9-10 – Arrest for possession of control substance <1gram – I-35W northbound mm 8

9-10 – Suspicious person – I-35W northbound Exit 8

9-10 – Loud music – 700 blk. E. South St.

9-10 – Assisted motorist – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

9-10 – Domestic disturbance – 200 blk. E. Adams St.

9-11 – DWI & possession of control substance <1gram arrest – I-35W southbound mm 7

9-11 – Animal complaint – 2 large dogs – 300 blk. S. King St.

9-11 – Public intoxication citation – 800 blk. S. Hill St.

9-12 – Animal complaint – 600 blk. S. Hill St.

9-13 – DWLS arrest – I-35W northbound mm 8

9-14 – Possible terrorist threat – 800 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

9-15 – Report of burglary of a building – 100 blk. N. Main St.

Community announcements continued on page 6.
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Grant for Infrastructure

Continued from page 1.

The City Council approved the hiring of a grant writer in August, 2005. The grant writer applied for a grant to replace and repair the sewer system. Itasca 
received the $250,000 grant. The City will have to pay a small percentage of the cost, but the majority of the expenses will be covered by the grant. 

Thirty other surrounding towns applied for grants under this funding cycle. Itasca was number seven on the list of thirteen cities who received the grant.

"The grant was given to us based on the need." Gropp said. "Itasca has also applied for other grants to improve Itasca’s infrastructure."

Town Hall Meeting

Continued from page 1

Attending the meeting were County Judge Kenneth Davis (D) and County Judge Candidate, Justin Lewis (R), Precinct #2 Commissioner James Buzzbee 
(D), Precinct #4 Commissioner Candidates, Joe Daniels (D) and Lee Harkins (R) and State Representative Kerry Horn. Precinct #2 Commissioner 
Candidate Steven Sulak (R) was unable to attend.

Mike Hendricks, a volunteer with "Friend of Hill County Paw Pals," introduced the elected officials and candidates and asked each to give a timed 
presentation of their views and ideas.

The "Friends of Hill County Paw Pals" does not endorse certain candidates, but wanted to find answers to questions from all candidates. A question was 
presented to each candidate on whether they plan to help remove the roadblocks that are currently delaying the building and maintenance of a county 
animal shelter. All of the candidates agreed on the need for an animal shelter and that a long-term solution requiring voter approval would be the best plan.

Paw Pals Banquet Tickets

The First Annual Hill County Paw Pals Banquet will be held Saturday, October 28. There will be a reception from 6:30-7:00 p.m. Dinner will be served 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m. with award presentations during the dessert portion. Entertainment is being planned by Bonnie Burson and will be from 8:00-9:30 pm. 
The location will be First United Methodist Church's Family Life Center located at 315 E. Elm St. The cost will be $10/person. 

Please RSVP with your check payable to Hill County Paw Pals by October 23 so we can have an accurate attendance number for catering services. Please 
send your checks to HC Paw Pals, P.O. Box 1533, Hillsboro, Texas 76645. For more information email hcpawpals@yahoo.com, visit www.hcpawpals.org or 
call (254) 580-0679.

Happy 2nd Birthday

Cole Billingsley, son of Becky and Jason Billingsley of Itasca, celebrated his second birthday on September 25 with a party at 
his home. The theme of the party was Disney’s "Cars". 

Many friends and family members were treated to cake, ice cream, cotton candy, and had lots of fun jumping in a big "bounce 
house". 

Cole is the grandson of Charles Ray and Diane Barnes of Itasca, Dusty and Geri Billingsley of Itasca, and Tom and Lucy Knox of Maypearl. Local great-
grandparents are Doris Sumner of Itasca and John and Myrt Knox of Hillsboro.

2006 Cheerleaders to Raise Money for National Competition

Press Release

The Itasca Cheer Squad, in their quest for excellence to support our Wampus Cat teams, once again received a bid to participate in the National 
Competition. To raise money for the competition, to be held in December, they will have several fundraisers in the next few months. 

One such fundraiser began at the JV football game last week, where the cheerleaders sold raffle tickets for a Wampus Cat chair, made and generously 
donated by Jesse Dominguez. The tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20 and the drawing will be held at the Homecoming Game on November 10. In addition, they 
will be selling raffle tickets for a quilt made by and kindly donated by Carol Upchurch. Tickets for the quilt will be $1 each or 6 for $5. Other fundraisers 
are still being planned and will be announced as soon as they are finalized. Hopefully an auction of items donated by local businesses, community members, 
and supporters will be included. Some items have already been offered and are waiting only for details and dates to be set.

As always, we know the community members of our great "Big Little Town" will show their unwavering support to both our youth and organizations, and 
we would like to say a huge THANK YOU in advance.
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Senior Spotlight- Jesus Soto

Photographer & Reporter Sarah Evans

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

"Some of the things I am looking forward to this year," 17 year old Jesus Soto said, "are that I don’t have to take the TAKS test 
at the end of April, and the underclassmen do, and that the Paw Print Press will finally print my spotlight!" 

Jesus is the son of Thomas and Esther Ballesterou. He has four brothers, Jose 18, Edgar 16, Oscar 12, and Ivan 5. Jesus also has 
three dogs, Mr. Fluffy, Petey, and Petey Jr.

"Jesus is very goofy, but he is also a good friend," Javier Medina said. "You can always have fun when he’s around."

Jesus is very active in school. He plays varsity football, basketball, runs track, is a drill sergeant for the band, a member of the Science Club and hopes to be 
in the One Act Play.

"A few of the people who have made a difference in my life," Jesus said, "are the coaches, because they have pushed me to my limit and made me a part of 
the Wampus Cat team. Mrs. Swilley is also important because she helped me with school work and took me to Corpus Christi." 

Jesus has attended Itasca ISD since eight grade. His favorite memory was when he met his best friends, Javier and Amanda. 

During his spare time, Jesus enjoys spending time with his girlfriend Amanda, playing soccer, and watching football or soccer on TV, 
when he is not working at Factory Brand Shoes at the Mall.

"After high school," Jesus said, "I want to become a State Trooper and arrest everyone in Itasca. Just kidding about the arresting. I 
would like for underclassman to take a bit of advice from me, ‘Don’t let anybody put you down.’"

IISD Welcomes New 

Assistant Band Director

Reporter & Photographer Ashley Durham

Joining the Itasca ISD staff is Mr. John Bratton, the new assistant band director. He taught at Paducah High School for six years as the 
band director. While at Paducah, he took the band to state competition 3 times, ranking as high as 2nd place and getting in the top 10 all 
three times. 

Bratton graduated from Paducah High School in 1994 and from Abilene Christian University in 1999. He wanted to become a band 
director because he always enjoyed band while in high school. Most of the time while in band he had a great band director to whom he 

looked up to.

Bratton, who is not married, lives out in the country about halfway in between Itasca and Hillsboro. 

"I love Itasca," Mr. Bratton said. "The people here are very helpful, friendly and wonderful."

Meet the Press – Sarah Evans

Reporter & Photographer Megan Goff

"I love being on Paw Print Press!" Sophomore Sarah Evans said.

This is Sarah’s first year as a staff member on the paper. Her main duties are interviewing and writing the senior spotlights.

"I write whatever the boss tells me to," Sarah said. "I also do my share of folding and stapling in my fifth period journalism 
class on Tuesday afternoons. 

Sarah is very involved in UIL this year. She is hoping to be in the one act play, compete in LD debate and a number of journalism contests. 

She is a five-year band member who plays the clarinet every Friday night at the football games. She is also one of this year’s most enthusiastic WCAT news 
anchors. Sarah is vice president of the sophomore class.

"Sarah is a multi-talented person," Mrs. Petrash said. "I am very impressed with her enthusiasm and willingness to work." 

Want to subscribe to PPP?

Call 687-2922 ext 158 or send $22 to 

Paw Print Press, 123 N. College, Itasca, TX 76055
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Wampus Cats -44 Wildcats -32

Reporters Mary Maddox & Mark Cummings

Photographers Jessica Grindele & Ashley Durham

The Itasca Wampus Cats are celebrating a 5-0 season so far. District play begins next week but the Mighty Cats have an open 
date on the 6th. 

Itasca beat Scurry-Rosser 44-32 in its last game of non-district play. Quarterback Mikey Marshall was on target 18-of-32 times 
racking up an amazing 263 yards passing. He rushed 23 times for 158 yards and personally made 4 TDs. 

Kendale Mayberry had an excellent game with 5 catches for 109 yards and 3 TDs. 

With the season half over, Quarterback Mikey Marshall has completed 63-of-119 passes for 1127 yards and has scored 12 TDs. 

Receiver Kendale Mayberry’s stats look equally impressive with 28 receptions for 540 yards and 7 TDs. Tralyn Harden has 17 receptions for 397 yards and 
3 TDs. 

On the ground, Mikey has 103 attempts for 554 yards, with 7 TDs, with his longest rush being 88 yards. Edgar Soto has 16 rushes for 104 yards and 3 TDs. 

 

2006 Varsity Football Schedule

Wampus Cats – 30 Tolar Rattlers - 29

Wampus Cats – 22 Rice Bulldogs – 14

Wampus Cats – 44 Blooming Groove Lions - 7

Wampus Cats – 26 Wortham Bulldogs – 0

Wampus Cats – 44 - Scurry Rosser Wildcats - 32 

Won – 5 Lost – 0

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 13 *Maypearl Home 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 20 *Grandview Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27 *Hico Home 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 *Rio Vista Away 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10 *Dublin (Homecoming) 7:30 p.m. 

*District Games

Junior Varsity &Junior High 

JV 7th 8th 

Won 2 Lost 3 Won 1 Lost 1 Won 1 Lost 1 

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 12 *Maypearl Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 *Grandview Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 26 *Hico Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 2 *Rio Vista Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 *Dublin Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

High School & Junior High 

Cross Country

10-4 – Maypearl Lakeview Camp 2:30 & 4:30

10-18 - District Byron Stewart Park 4:00 Cleburne

2006 Lady Cats Basketball Schedule

Oct. 31 Scrimmage – Hubbard JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 7 Bruceville-Eddy JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 16, 18 Venus Tournament JV TBA

Nov. 14 Abbott JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 18 Bosqueville V 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 21 *Blum Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 28 *Venus Home JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 30 Abbott Tournament V TBA

Dec. 5 Meridian JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Dec. 7 Frost Tournament V TBA

Dec. 12 *Grandview JV, V 5:00 p.m.

Dec. 15 *Hico Home JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 19 *Maypearl JV, V 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 28 Godley Tournament V TBA

*District Games
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HILCO Holds Member 

Appreciation Picnic

Reporter & Photographer Devin Corbitt

HILCO held its annual Member Appreciation Picnic on September 21 in the West Fraternal Hall in West. The picnic gave 
HILCO members a chance to interact with HILCO Board Members and employees and ask questions. 

The festivities began at 5:00 with a barbeque dinner and entertainment by the Charles Nemec Band. The Itasca Boy Scout 
Troop 366 conducted the opening flag ceremony. Participating were Scouts Wyatt Berry, David Corbitt, James Hanes, 
David Maddox, and Carter Reid. 

General Manager/CEO Jerry Lemons welcomed everyone to the picnic and discussed the election of new board members 
and energy pricing, of which HILCO is the lowest provider. 

Following Lemons, Debbie Cole gave out door prizes, and drew for winners of cookbooks and a bicycle. 

Van Taylor, candidate for Congress, mingled with the crowd and answered questions asked about his campaign.

Looking for a Home

The Whitney Police Department has a pure (subject to be registered) Persian female cat (less that a year old) available. Please call Cynthia at 694-2638 for 
more information.

I'm a female white Lab under a year old presently in a "kill" shelter needing a home. The fee is $65 to cover my sterilization and vaccination. If you can 
help me out please call Lana at (254) 582-8902.

Receptionist Needed

The Presbyterian Children’s Home in Itasca is looking for a receptionist to work Monday-Friday, 1:00pm – 5:00pm. Must have strong interpersonal and 
verbal skills. Must be computer literate and able to operate word processing, and database software. If interested, go to www.pchas.org and download an 
application. After completing the application, mail it to: PO Box 100; Itasca, Texas 76055.

NOTICE

The City of Itasca is accepting applications for the position of Public Works Maintenance Worker. An application for employment may be obtained at City 
Hall, 126 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas. The offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. The position will remain open until filled.

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

October 7 – 9:00 a.m.

St. John’s Baptist-Church

Community Christmas Cantata 

Practice

Sunday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.

Presbyterian Church. Please join us!

Itasca First United Methodist Church

Fall Festival - Saturday, October 28

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Bake Sale - Barbeque sandwich Luncheon Rummage Sale
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Two Minutes by Rix Quinn

History’s first two-minute communicator may have been…Aesop! Yes, we mostly think of him as the old guy who talked about the rabbit and the hare. 
Remember? "Slowly but surely wins the race." But this ancient Greek writer (600 B.C.) chronicled fables from around the world. In many of these stories, 
he talked about animals, and gave them human qualities. Check out some of Aesop’s fables from your local library, and notice how well he wrote.

His fables pointed out people’s good and bad traits. In doing so, they taught important life lessons. What writing lessons do we learn from him? (1) Tell a 
story that teaches a lesson, and (2) keep that story simple and short.

Rix Quinn wrote a book on short writing – "Words That Stick" – available on Amazon.com. He welcomes your questions to rixquinn@charter.net.

For Sale

*** 14 inch World Globe - Old World countries Not sure how old - Anyone interested can make an offer

*** 2 wheel trailer $100.00

*** Very nice dining room table & 6 chairs & large glass door hutch. Queen Ann design - $1,200.00

*** Old Gasoline furnace for melting lead for repairing cast iron pipe. Cast iron pot to melt the lead in. - $50.00

*** Blow Torch - $50.00

105 Beard - Itasca – Call Harry at 254-687-2345

Montes Concrete

Free Estimate

Patios, Driveways, Sidewalks, Metal Buildings

House Slabs, Add-Ons, etc.

Luis or Eddie Cell: 254-644-6396

254-687-2069 Cell: 254-644-6397

For Sale

***Portable Royal Typewriter like new Make offer

***"WHITE" Straight Stitch Sewing Machine, like new

Make offer - 254-687-2276

Multifamily Garage Sale/Bake Sale

Sat. & Sun. October 7 & 8

8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

501 S Files Itasca

All proceeds benefits the Itasca Girl Scouts

Itasca Fall Clean Up

October 7 – 21

Bring your paid water bill receipt for free dumping during this time period at Allied Waste. 

Edwards Accepting U.S. Service Academy Applications,

Deadline Is Nov 15

Press Release

U.S. Representative Chet Edwards announced that the deadline is fast approaching for students to apply for a congressional nomination to the four U.S. 
Service Academies.

Persons interested in seeking nominations to the U.S. Air Force, Merchant Marine, Military and Naval academies should have all application materials 
postmarked by November 15, 2006 for the class entering in June.

Candidates must be United States citizens, legal residents of the 17th Congressional District of Texas, unmarried and have no children. Candidates must be 
at least 17 years of age but not past their 22nd birthday on July 1 of the year of admission. All applicants must take the SAT or ACT examinations. The 
SAT administered in October is the last date the test can be taken if the results are to be received prior to the selection of nominees.

Candidates are selected through a rigorous process that includes screening by a Service Academy Selection board, which evaluates and recommends 
applicants from congressional District 17 schools and families. Congressman Edwards appoints the Service Academy Nominations Board to assist him in 
making appointment recommendations. The selection process is very competitive and is based on scholastic and athletic records, involvement in community 
activities, and leadership potential. 

For application materials and additional information, prospective candidates should contact Service Academy Coordinator Stephanie Gibson at 254-752-
9600. Completed Applications must be submitted to Edwards' Waco office by November 15, 2006.

Office of Congressman Chet Edwards

600 Austin Ave, Suite 29 - Waco, TX 76701

(254) 752-9600

1st Annual Paw Pals Banquet 

Saturday, October 28 6:30- 9:30 p.m.

Reception, Dinner, Awards Entertainment

Bonnie Burson - 8:00-9:30 pm. 

First United Methodist Church's 

Family Life Center 315 E. Elm St. 

Tickets $10/person.

RSVP with your check payable to Hill County Paw Pals by October 23. HC Paw Pals, P.O. Box 1533, Hillsboro, Texas 76645. For more information email 
hcpawpals@yahoo.com, visit www.hcpawpals.org or call (254) 580-0679.
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Living History Event

Press Release

****Oct. 13-15 located in Grandview at the Beaumont Ranch. Friday is School Day with demonstrations of period type domestic demonstrations (medicine, 
soap-making, spinning, wood carving and more 

****Military demonstrations of uniforms and firearms of the period. See the history come alive. Interested schools should contact the web site for 
information. Saturday and Sunday Civil War Reenactment. The goal of this event is to enlighten the general public on the American Civil War through 
reenactments, demonstrations and related activities. For more information: CivilWarCenterof Texas.com or 817-229-8115

Wampus Cat Iron Rocker Raffle

Benefiting the Itasca Cheerleaders

Made & Donated by Jesse Dominguez

Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20.

Drawing November 11

Veterans Day Program

Press Release

The Itasca Independent School District and Board of Revitalization extends a special invitation to our veterans, past and present, for a special Veterans Day 
Program on November 10, 2006 beginning at 9: 00 a.m. in the Special Events Center on the Itasca High School Campus. 

We also extend an invitation to everyone to help us say thanks for all their sacrifice. We must never forget those who have so bravely fought for our 
freedom. Veterans if you plan to attend please call Betty Sumner at (254)-687-2204 or write Box 174 Itasca, TX 76055. 

October 6, 2006 - Deadline to Order a Brick to be placed on the Wampus Cat Walkway before Homecoming 
"06"

If you would like to purchase one or more Wampus Cat memorial bricks, please clip and mail the form below along with a $50 check for each brick you 
purchase to Nancy Bowman, 801 S. Files, Itasca, TX 76055 or e-mail her at bowmanh2o@sbcglobal.net. The deadline for ordering bricks to be in place by 
Homecoming, November 10 is October 6.

Itasca ISD Brick Reservation Form

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Inscription is limited to 3 lines with 15 spaces on each line. Only one person’s name per brick.

Name That Winery

Press Release

Michael and Nanette Cox would like your help in renaming the winery. The Federal Board of Trademarks has denied the use of "Wild Vine Wines". 
Therefore, the winery needs a new name, and we would like the help pf the community in coming up with that name. We will gladly accept any suggestion 
on a new name for the winery until the December 4, 2006. You can e-mail your suggestion to mcox@sbcglobal.net, or mail them to the address below. 
Thanks Mike and Nanette Cox

Michael Cox 664 HCR 4421 Itasca, Texas 76055

October 9-13 IISD Menus

Lunch 

10-9 – Pizza or Chicken Sandwich, Green Beans, Fruit, Breadstick, Milk

10-10 – Chicken Rings or Ham Wrap, Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Roll, Milk

10-11 – Spaghetti or Roast Beef Sandwich, Tossed Salad, Pineapple, Garlic Toast, Milk

10-12 – Fajitas or Taco Salad, Arroz Con Queso, Pinto Beans, Peaches, Milk

10-13 – Cheeseburgers or Fish Sandwich, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Pudding, Milk

Breakfast 

10-9 – Breakfast Stick, Cereal, Juice, Peaches, Milk

10-10 – Streusel Cake, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

10-11 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Pears, Milk

10-12 – Sausage Wrap, Cereal, Juice, Pineapple, Milk

10-13 – Cinnamon Roll, Toast, Juice, Banana, Milk
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Do You Remember . . . ? – Syrup Making

Columnist Carl Sweeney

At one time in our past there was an annual activity that quite often involved the whole family, the annual trip to the syrup making mill. 
There were few families that made their own syrup, and not all of them bought it at the store. They took the cane to an operation that 
made it for them. The mill was quite often operated by a family.

They had to process the cane before frost or it was ruined. They stripped the leaves from the cane, using several methods by hand, or knife, and a special 
made board. The family cut enough cane to make syrup for themselves, and a portion went to the mill operator, a barter system. He sold his part for his 
profit. There were two kinds of cane: ribbon cane, and sorghum cane that made molasses. If you bought syrup in the store, a couple of the popular brands 
were "Mary Jane, Log Cabin, and Brer Rabbit.

When the cane was carried to the mill it was run through a device to extract the juice for cooking into syrup. It consisted 
of metal rollers or gears mounted on a platform. In the early days, a pole was attached to the device, and a horse or mule 
was hooked to it. He went around and around and squeezed out the juice. As it was crushed, the juice ran down through 
pipes to the cooking vat. Cheese cloth was used to strain out the stalk bits and other trash.

It was tempting to sample the juice as it came out, but if you drank too much, it was a powerful laxative. The cooking 
process took several hours; the operator knew just when the syrup was done. It was stirred constantly as it cooked, and 
when he thought it was just right he used a whittled stick and dipped it into the mixture. When the syrup dripped off in 

strings, it was done.

As the juice cooked, brown foam collected on top this was kept, skimmed off and put in a separate barrel. Quite often this was fed to the hogs, and if it had 
started to ferment, it made them drunk, and a bunch of drunk hogs is a sight to see.

When noon came the families had a picnic lunch and enjoyed a social time together. They had sausage, hot biscuits, and fresh syrup. In the Itasca area, 
there was a man who had a syrup mill. His farm was on the mountain just east of town. He was M.E. Hester. My family and many others carried their cane 
to him. I think he continued to make syrup until into the nineteen forty’s. In Texas, the town of Henderson holds an annual syrup festival in November. 
They also have arts, and crafts, food, antique tractors, cars and motors. It is well worth a trip to see it. There are many syrup mills in other states such as: 
Arkansas, Missouri, and there is a family in Lynnville, Iowa that has been cooking syrup for over eighty years. From horse drawn to a turn of the century 
steam engine they grow seventy-five acres of cane and produce eight to twelve thousand gallons each year. 

There is another type of syrup produced in this country. It comes from the northeast and Vermont is the most prolific syrup making state. Instead of cane, 
sap is collected from maple trees when it starts to rise in March. The tree is tapped and a bucket is attached to catch the dripping. In the early days, a horse 
drawn sled was used to go around and collect the sap, which was poured into barrels on the sled. Now some of them use a system of pipes to drain the sap to 
the "Sugar House." 

The sap is cooked the same way as cane is to make syrup. They say it takes forty gallons of the sap to make one galloon of 
syrup, which sometimes sells for forty dollars for premium. Vermont is the top maple syrup producing state. In 2005, they 
produced over four hundred thousand galloons. 

Besides the syrup mill in our area, there was another mill in Itasca; it was called a grist mill. It was at one time owned and 
operated by Sam Morrison. We took wheat and corn to him and he ground it into flour and cornmeal, using the same 
barter system as with syrup.

When winter came we were ready for it with our syrup, flour, cornmeal, canned fruits, and vegetables. Also our home killed meat, such as ham, bacon, 
sausage and other canned meat. We had to can beef, because we had no freezer to keep it. We also grew our own popcorn, I guess you could say "we lived 
high on the hog" even thought we did not have but very little money. 
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Wampus Cats of the Week

Citizens of Itasca

Once again, the Citizens of Itasca have stepped up and gone the extra mile for their children. With the passage of the tax roll back, Itasca ISD students will 
continue to have access to the best education possible. With the number of new unfunded state mandated programs and curriculum there was the 
possibility that some of the elective classes and programs would have had to be discontinued.

Whether it is for education or working toward a higher standard of living in our community, Itascans are always willing to do what is best for their citizens 
and town.  

Returning ex-students and visitors continue to be amazed at the school facilities and the improvements in the downtown area. From the Itasca Veterans 
Memorial to the Special Events Center and to the soon to be completed Itasca Museum and Visitors Center, visitors to Itasca are surprised to find such 
state-of-the-art public buildings in such a small town. It is more astonishing when they realize that the community has so few businesses. 

Itasca may only have a few businesses, but the ones she does have are community oriented and they along with her citizens are determined to make Itasca 
the best Hometown in America.

Special of the Week

'98 Tacoma Ext. Cab

V-6, Automatic, Loaded

Only 85K Miles! $7,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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Wampus Cat Sports

Itasca Wampus Cats – 30 Tolar Rattlers - 29

Itasca Wampus Cats – 22 Rice Bulldogs – 14

Itasca Wampus Cats – 44 Blooming Grove Lions – 7

Itasca Wampus Cats - 26 Wortham Bulldogs – 0

Itasca Wampus Cats - 44 Scurry Rosser Wildcats – 32

The Mighty Wampus Cats

Photographers Jessica Grindele & Ashley Durham
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Hill County Paw Pals 

Recycling Cans to Save Lives

Press Release

First Tuesday of each month

Low Cost Sterilization/Vaccination Clinic Court House Annex - 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Support this project by saving your aluminum cans. For more information about Paw Pals call 580-0679 or email hcpawpals@yahoo.com.

Support Itasca Elementary 

Save General Mills

Box Tops 4 Education

Mesa Rica

Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main St Itasca, TX

254-687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Saturday – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Sunday & Monday Closed

Fleas & Tiques

Come by and see our new items. 

We have costume jewelry & Avon products.

Lots more items – Come by & see!

Sally Panting – Co-manager

Help Your Community Join the Itasca Chamber of Commerce

$15 individual membership

$36 Business membership

Contact Chamber President Lance Meinzer at Citizens State Bank or any 

Chamber Director for more information.

Class of 1996

It has been 10 years and we are planning the reunion. If you were a 1996 Itasca HS graduate or know how to contact one please call Jon or Kristen 
Bowman @ 214-717-8425. Or you can e-mail the information to jbowman@hillsborotx.org

Class Ring Found (not Itasca High)

Has red stone with initials 

Found at Carwash in Itasca

Call & describe the ring. 254-687-2922 ext 158 Mrs. Petrash.

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us for a Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com - (972) 872-0761

Itasca Sand & Gravel

Septic Systems, Sand/Rock Hauling * Driveway Repair

Wayne "Skipper" Laird- 254-582-1315

John Laird, Jr. – 817-517-9986

Stay at Home Mom 

looking for children (ages 0-4 years of age) to keep in her home. CPR and 1st Aid certified.

Monday – Friday – 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Kellie Broker 254-687-2081 

For Sale Collectible Dolls

Ashton Drake, etc. Lots of Brides & misc. 

Must see to appreciate

254-687-2920

Babysitting in My Home

Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Prefer infants – 3 years old

254-687-2920

Lots of Love & Attention 

2nd Annual Golf Tournament

Benefiting American Cancer Society

Sunday, October 22, 2006 Teeing Up For The Cure

***4-player scramble, at Hidden Creek Golf Course 700 S Burleson Blvd. Burleson, TX. ***1:00 PM Shotgun start.

***12:00 Noon Hamburger buffet, included with entry fee. No extra charge. ***$320 entry per team/$80 per player: Includes green fee, ½ cart, range balls, 
hamburger buffet, and fun competition. ***$100 a hole sponsorship, includes name on sign by tee box—deadline October 12, 2006

***Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place teams, longest drive, and closest to the hole Louise Wilson 582-4840 after 6:00 p.m.
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