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Two Represent I.H.S. at Girls State

Reporter Alecia Evans

Each year, the American Legion Auxiliary chooses one junior girl from each high school to become a citizen of Texas 
Bluebonnet Girls State which was held at Texas Lutheran University in Sequin, Texas. 

This mythical fifty-first state consists of over five hundred girls from all over Texas. Being chosen to attend Girls State 
is a very high honor usually awarded to only one junior girl, but for the summer of Itasca High School sent two girls to 
the prestigious weeklong camp. Representing Itasca were Stephanie Campbell and Alecia Evans. 

While a citizen of Texas Bluebonnet Girls State, the girls learned how to write and submit bills and resolutions to the 
House/Senate for consideration, debate and later enrolment. Along with learning about and taking part in these 

legislative procedures, the girls also learned the responsibilities of leaders of the city, county, precinct, and state by 
actually being part of an assigned city, county, and precinct and electing their own mayor, city council, county clerk, and precinct chair. 

Continued on page 3.

IISD Board to Present Roll Back Election Information, Open House

All IISD campuses will hold an open house on Monday, September 18, following the IISD Trustees presentation about the tax rate and the 
roll back election. The Open House and presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Special Event Center. The Trustees will present 
information and answer questions about the need and benefits of the roll back tax rate.

Following the assembly in the Special Event’s Center all schools will be open for a "Meet the Teacher" and tour your school night. All 
community members are invited to both the Special Event Center and to the Open House.

4th Annual Itasca Fire Department, Rotary Bull Ride

Photos courtesy of Samantha Willman & Cindy Reid

 

 

 

Taking home, all of the money at the 4th Annual Itasca Bull Riding, was Kane Patterson of Waco. The pay off was 
$1,460 for the lucky cowboy. Patterson was the only cowboy to stay on the full 8 seconds. 

The weather was damp but that did not diminish the sprits of the participants and spectators. A youth bull riding was 
added to this year’s schedule. The young riders are members of the Professional Youth Bull Riding Association. 
Taking top honors as the champion calf rider was Boudreaux Campbell (pictured right). 

 

 

 

 

Professional Youth Bull Riding Champions

See page 6 for more pictures.
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Community Announcements

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 
I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

So many people spend their lives running between the mercy drops falling around them.

Won't you just submit and step into the showers of blessing at the Church of Christ at 200 N. Aquilla in Itasca at 
10:45 a.m. Sunday morning?

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

September 9 – 9:00 a.m.

Bethlehem Baptist-9:00 a.m.

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

First Baptist Church

Fall Bible Study- Beginning on Wednesday night, September 20, at 6:30 p.m., First Baptist Church will begin a new series of study in God's 
Word. We will be examining how the Christian is to live in this present world, and the study will include such topics as: character, 
citizenship, freedom, the workplace, standing out as odd, and reaction to worldly pressure. The series will be titled: Model Citizens in a 
Foreign Land. 

If you desire a mid-week opportunity to really dig in to the Word of God, please make plans to be a part. The series will last approx. 3 
months. All are invited to come and study together with us for this relevant and practical study of where Christianity meets the modern 
world.

If you have any questions, please contact Bro. Greg Ray at 687-9227.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca

Talent Show & Spaghetti Dinner

Fundraiser

September 16 - 5:30 p.m.

Tickets: Adults $8.00 – Child $5.00

Everyone is invited to join the fun!

September 15, 16 & 17

Antique Alley & 25 Miles Sale

Cleburne - Grandview - Maypearl

Contact: Greater Grandview Chamber of Commerce 817-866-3391 or AntiqueAlleyTexas.com for more information.
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The Richters Family Welcomes 

Canaan Michael Richters, 

Born February 17, 2005

Joined our Family July 31, 2006

(Pictured are front: Mason and Logan Back: Jeff, Canaan, Parker and Melony)

Local grandparents are Gary & Debbie Cole of Itasca, and Dewayne & Alice Richters of Alvarado.

The Richters are also very happy to be back in the Itasca area. Jeff is teaching and coaching at Rio 
Vista. Melony is from Itasca and graduated from IHS.

2006 Girls State

Continued from page 1.

State officials were also elected to govern Girls State. Although it sounds, like just another week of school, that is not the 
case. Girls State is an experience of a lifetime. The 2006 citizens of Girls State listened to such speakers as Carol Keeton 
Strayhorn, current Texas Comptroller, Governor Rick Perry, and State Representative Joaquin Castro and his twin 
brother Felix speak. They not only spoke about politics and the government, but also about making a life for yourself and 
getting where you want to go in life. These speeches were very inspiring.

Many, if not all of these girls went home at the end of the week having made new life-long friends and unforgettable 
memories of their week spent at Texas Bluebonnet Girls State. 

60th Wedding Anniversary for Mr. & Mrs. Harry Ellis of Itasca

Press Release

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ellis of Itasca were honored Saturday September 2, 2006 with a reception at the Central 
Baptist Church of Itasca. Harry Ellis and Freddy Sue Pruitt were married August 20, 1946, at the Central Baptist 
Church in Itasca, Texas. 

Ellis, a U.S. Navy Veteran, served two years in the Pacific. His sister was a friend of Miss Pruitt at Baylor University 
School of Nursing in Dallas. The couple met in April 1946 and was married soon after she graduated.

Work and housing were both scarce after the war. Since there were no apartments available, the newlyweds rented 
rooms and Mrs. Ellis worked at Baylor until Ellis began work with Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Co. in Duncan, 
Oklahoma. He worked for Halliburton for 35 years retiring in 1981 as Fire Chief. He and his son built Radio Station 

KHME in Duncan, operating it for two years and staying on as chief engineer for the new owners in 1995

Mrs. Ellis began her nursing career in 1954 working for three Hospitals in Duncan until the three were combined into Duncan Regional 
Hospital. She was

Director of Surgery for 11 years and in 1977 she began as Infection Control Nurse, which she continued until 2001 when she retired. 

Ellis helped organize the Oak Ridge Rural Volunteer Fire Department. They were charter members of the Plato Road Baptist Church in 
Duncan for about 35 years. They are now members of the Central Baptist Church, Itasca.

Their children are Larry Don and Jill Ellis of Denver Colorado, and Sue and Donald Wagner of Katy Texas. They have five grandchildren, 
Christine and Jonathan Ellis of Denver and Joshua and Miranda Wagner of Blanchard Oklahoma, Dr. Jason and Julia Leinen of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and John Wagner of Moore, Oklahoma. They also have four great granddaughters of Blanchard and Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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Senior Spotlight 

Autumn Bennett

Photographer & Reporter Devin Corbitt

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

"Study hard," is the advice given by Autumn Bennett to her underclassmen. She is a quiet, but smart, 17-
year-old who is surprisingly not ready to graduate. 

"I am not ready to leave the comforts of home and high school but I do want to go to college," Autumn said. 
"I want to study in the pediatric medical field. I love working with children."

Her family and friends are very important to Autumn. She lives with her mom, sisters: Tina, Kylie and 
Elizabeth and her 5-year-old ferret Tinkerbell. She and her family moved to Itasca when Autumn was in 10th 

grade.

"My role model is my mom, Amanda," Autumn said. "She’s always there for me. At school Johanna, Ashley, Rachel, and Candice are the 
people I hang out with. They are really fun to be around, and they always help me when I need it." 

Autumn is in FFA, shows goats and sheep, and enjoys listening to country music. 

"My favorite class is A&P with Mrs. Swilley, but Mrs. Weatherly is my favorite teacher."

Autumn is an organized student, which is one of the reasons she works as an office aide in the elementary during 
third period. She is a firm believer in everyone doing his or her share of the work.

"I really hate it when people don’t pick up and put up after themselves," she said. "Those people always make 
things harder for everyone else than it needs to be." 

With a smile, Autumn added a few extra words to her original advice of study hard.

"Remember to also ‘Live, laugh, and love’" Autumn said.

Brown Joins Elementary Staff

Reporter & Photographer Eva Mayberry

"Itasca IISD is a very laid back and friendly district," Mrs. Vicki Brown said. "Everyone has been very 
welcoming and helpful." 

The elementary staff welcomes Vicki Brown as a much needed 1st grade teacher. Before she came to Itasca, 
Mrs. Brown taught in Hillsboro.

"This is a very different teaching experience for me," Brown said. 

Mrs. Brown was raised in Malone and graduated from Malone High School. She attended Sam Houston State University and has been 
teaching for 19 years. 

The Browns live in Hillsboro. When Mrs. Brown is not working with her 1st graders she is out being a big fan of her daughter, Emily, who 
attends Hillsboro ISD and is in the 8th grade. Emily participates in volleyball, cheerleading, and FFA. 

Meet the Press – Ashley Durham

Reporter & Photographer Megan Goff

Freshman Ashley Durham is working hard on articles about the new teachers for Itasca ISD. She is hoping 
to develop her people skills by interviewing these new teachers.

"Third period journalism is my favorite class this year," Ashley said. "Writing is one of my strongest 
points and we don’t have homework."

Ashley plans to use those writing skills this year in UIL journalism events, along with mathematics and 
spelling events. She is also involved in athletics. Ashley plays post and guard for the Itasca Lady Cats, 

pitches for the softball team, and runs track. Last year, Ashley received the 8th Grade Perseverance Award. 

Ashley is the daughter of Barry Durham, the Itasca Curriculum director, and Joanna Durham who teaches Early Childhood Development, 
and big sister to sixth grader Becca, and first grader Brenna. 

Journalism and working on the Paw Print Press has introduced Ashley to a new world. Two weeks ago, she was on the sidelines as a 
photographer at the Tolar game.

"It was difficult trying to get a really good shot," Ashley said. "I didn’t know what was going to happen next. However, it was fun wearing 
the Paw Print Press badge even if no one asks to see it. It was a little scary when I almost got trampled by football players, but it was a lot of 
fun." 
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Cats Claw Rice Bulldogs

Reporters Colton Yarbro & Mark Cummings

Photographers Jessica Grindele & Ashley Durham

Friday night the Cats conquered the Rice Bulldogs with a 22 to 14 win. The Bulldogs won the toss and elected to 
receive. The Bulldogs built up their momentum and continued to move the chains to be the first in the end zone, 
giving then a 7-0 led.

The Wampus Cats came out strong to defend their home field. They used last year’s M&M connection, this time 
between Mikey Marshall and Kendale Mayberry to score a TD, but the kick failed leaving the Cats with a 7-6 
deficit. When Marshall’s touchdown pass to Mighty Mouse Edgar Soto was called back by a penalty, they just 

switched sides and made it again for a 14-7 led after Clayton Wienecke’s two-point conversion.

 

The Cats remained strong even though the Dogs tied the score in the third quarter. The Cats were not 
discouraged and Marshall’s 28 yard pass to Mayberry put the Cats up 22-14 after Nick worth’s 2-point 
conversion.

The Cats did send the Dogs back to the doghouse with a defeat. Mikey Marshall had a total of 194 yards passing 
which puts him over 500 years for the season. Kendall Mayberry also put up some great stats with 2 touchdowns 
and 5 catches for 111 yards.

2006 Varsity Football Schedule

Won – 2 Lost – 0

 

Date Opponent Site Time 

Sept. 15 Blooming Grove Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 22 Wortham Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 29 Scurry Rosser Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 13 *Maypearl Home 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 20 *Grandview Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27 *Hico Home 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 *Rio Vista Away 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10 *Dublin (Homecoming) 7:30 p.m. 

*District Games

Junior Varsity &Junior High 

JV 7th & 8th 

Won 1 Lost 0 Won 1 Lost 0 

Date Opponent Site 7th - 8th JV Time 

Sept. 14 Blooming Grove Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 21 Wortham Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 28 Scurry Rosser Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 12 *Maypearl Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 *Grandview Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 26 *Hico Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 2 *Rio Vista Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 *Dublin Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Head Coach: Greg Cranfill

Coaches: Basham, Dakan, Mayberry, Fletcher & Horn

Superintendent: Dr. E. Ray Freeman

Principal: Glenn Pittman

(254) 687-2922 ext. 160 fax: (254) 687-2637

High School Cross Country 2006

9-15 – Keene Byron Stewart Park 9:00 Cleburne

9-23 – Hubbard Hubbard City Park 8:00

9-27 - Glen Rose Dinosaur Valley Park 4:00

10-4 – Maypearl Lakeview Camp 2:30

10-18 - District Byron Stewart Park 4:00 Cleburne

Junior High Cross Country 2006

9-13 – Keene Byron Stewart Park 3:00 Cleburne 

9-23 - Hubbard Hubbard City Park 8:00

9-27 - Glen Rose Dinosaur Valley Park 4:00

10-4 – Maypearl Lakeview Camp 4:30

10-18 - District Byron Stewart Park 4:00 Cleburne

Head Coach: Tonye Davis

Assistants: Gerri Lawyer & Stacey Mayberry

Superintendent: Dr. E. Ray Freeman

Principal: Glenn Pittman

(254) 687-2922 ext. 162 fax: (254) 687-2637
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4th Annual Itasca Fire Department, Rotary Bull Riding 

 

Continued from page 1.

 Itasca Fire Department  
Concession Stand

Rotarians Selling Tickets
Itasca Boy Scouts  
selling Popcorn

Jesse James Vick (Bull Fighter), 
Tristan Slider (Bull Rider 

representing Smart Stop), and 
James Booger Stone (Bull Fighter)

Slider receiving his thundering 
applause

Security Officers Behind the Chutes

Billy Huckaby (Bull Riding 
Announcer/ KTFW), Lance 

Meinzer, Scott Mendez 
(Professional Bull Rider and 

Cowboy Minister), and C.K. Reid 
(Double R Rodeo Company), 

  

 Itasca Fire Department T-Shirt Stand  

 

 

Country Living at Its Best 

Completely Remodeled Large 2 Bedroom/ 1 Bath, Kitchen/Dining Area, Large utility/storage Washer/Dryer Connections, Large Family 
Room 1-Year Lease Available Now $700.00 Per Month + Utilities - Deposit $700.00

5120 FM 67 - 3 miles East of Itasca 

Contact 806-789-9891

Penelope Bazaar - September 17

Church of the Nativity in Penelope

Everyone is welcome! Lots of fun & food!

For more information, call 254-533-5586.

Itasca Senior Center

offers lunch Monday-Thursday 

Call Tom @ 687-2310 between 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
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Lost Pet

E-mail from Estrada Family

My husband (Jose) and I (Davita Estrada) are from Oklahoma City, OK. We are on the road trucking Monday – 
Friday and at home on Saturday and Sunday. 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 we lost our pet pit bull dog, Lucky, at the Hillsboro Loves Gas Station on I-35. He got 
out of our truck and was last seen with a grey and black collar (no tags, they fell off when he jumped out of the truck). He is an all white 
American pit-bull terrier/mix male about 11 months old with a tan spot in the middle of his fore head and tan long ears (not cropped). He has 
yellow eyes and a pink nose. He is good with people and children. We love him and just want him back if you could help us in finding him. 
davita_estrada@yahoo.com

chabelo405@yahoo.com or call 405-206-7363 (cell) or 405-206-7249 (cell)

Homecoming Class Information

I H S 1940’s Graduates

A joint reunion of any school graduates from the 1940’s is being planned. Please contact either Faries McDaniel or Grover Kemp for more 
information. All graduates from the 1940’s era are welcomed at this 1940’s Reunion on November 10-11 at Homecoming 2006. 

Faries McDaniel, 5662 Oak Blvd., Austin, TX 78735; (512) 892-9464; faries@austin.rr.com.

Grover Kemp, 317 HCR 4359, Hillsboro, TX 76645; gkemp@hillsboro.net

1956

The Class of 1956 is already organizing and excited about being the Honor Class for this year’s Homecoming Nov. 10-11. While we will miss 
the ten members of class who are deceased, we believe we will have a great group exceeding 25 classmates at the event. Members will be at the 
parade and football game on Friday, the reception and luncheon on Saturday morning and of course on the gym floor following lunch. 

We will be gathering in the Farrow Room on Saturday afternoon and invite other year’s class members to come by and visit following the all-
school meeting. That evening the class will dine together in Hillsboro.

Class of 1996

It has been 10 years and we are planning the reunion. If you were a 1996 Itasca HS graduate or know how to contact one please call Jon or 
Kristen Bowman @ 214-717-8425. Or you can e-mail the information to jbowman@hillsborotx.org

August Police Report

***UUMV (unauthorized use of motor vehicle)

***UCW (unauthorized concealed weapon)

8-19 – Traffic stop – Arrest UUMV – CPS called I-35W northbound – mm 6

8-19 – Family violence – Arrest assault – 100 blk. N. Front St.

8-20 - Family violence/Assault arrest – 300 blk. S King St

8-20 Stranded motorist – I-35W mm 7

8-20 – Burglar alarm – 500 blk. N. Hill St

8-21 – Assist motorist/EMT – I-35W mm 12

8-21 – Criminal mischief report- Itasca Cemetery

8-21 – Traffic stop – Arrest/DWI & UCW I-35W southbound mm 8

8-21 – Loud music complaint – 200 blk. S. King 

8-21 – Traffic accident – Citation-No DL – 600 blk. E. Main St

8-22 – Suspicious person – Citation - Public Intoxication – 1500 blk. FM 66

8-22 – Traffic stop – Vehicle impounded – No DL – I-35W Exit 8 southbound

8 – 22 – Traffic accident – Assisted DPS – FM 66 & HCR 4141

8-22 – Suspicious activity report – 300 blk. E. South St.

8-22 – Assist motorist request – Public intoxication arrest – I-35W northbound mm 8

8-23 – Information to IPD – 1200 blk E, Main St.

8-23 – Forgery report filed – 200 blk. N. Hill St.

8-24 – Stranded motorist – 1200 blk. E. Main St

8-24 – Possible house fire – 300 blk. E. South St.

8-24 – Vehicle damage – Hwy. 81 south

8-24 – Stranded motorist – I-35W mm 3

8-24 – Hit & run accident – West Adams St.

8-24 – Suspicious activity – 600 blk. E. Adams St.

8-25 – Assisted paramedics - 200 blk. S. Wesley

8-25 – Harassment complaint – 400 blk. E. North 

8-25 – Domestic complaint - 400 blk. E. North St.

8-25 – Reckless driver – 300 blk. S. Weaver St.

8-25 – Recovered property - 400 blk. E. North St.

8-25 – Warrant arrest - Possession of Dangerous Drugs – Dallas County – S. Hill & Maple Sts.

8-26 – Stranded motorist – I-35W mm 4

8-26 – Open door – 100 blk. W. Main St.

8-26 – Two vehicle accident – 1200 blk. S. Files 

8-26 – Welfare check – 600 blk. S. Files St.

8-26 – Traffic stop – Arrest on outstanding warrant (Engaging in organized crime) – Hood County - Citation DWLI – I-35W mm 8

8-27 – Traffic stop – Failure to maintain single lane – Arrest DWI – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

8-27 – Theft – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

Continued page 8.
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Early Voting in 

Roll Back Tax Election

Early voting in the state mandated roll back tax election began on Wednesday, September 13, 2006 and will continue through Tuesday, 
September 26, 2006.

It is conducted each weekday at the Itasca ISD Administration Office, 123 N College, Itasca, TX between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
There will be additional early voting on Monday evening, September 18, 2006 in the Itasca ISD Cafeteria. On that evening the poll will be 
open between the hours of 7:00 pm and 9:30 pm.

If you miss all of the early voting times the regular polling place and time will be 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday, September 30, 2006 at the 
Itasca ISD Cafeteria

August Police Report

Continued from page 7

8-27 – Fight in progress – S. Aquilla & E. Adams Sts.

8-27 – Assisted HCSO – HCR 4334

8-27 – Traffic stop – DWI/No DL arrest– I-35W southbound mm 11

8-28 – Welfare concern – 400 blk. E. Adams St.

8-28 – Domestic assault – 200 blk. S. King St.

8-28 – Welfare check – 400 E. North St.

8-30 – Medical emergency – 400 blk. S. Files St.

8-31 – Assisted CPS

8-31 – Traffic stop/DWLI Arrest – Adams & Lamar Sts.

September 18-22 IISD Menus

Lunch 

9-18 – Pizza or Corn Dog, Tossed Salad, Pineapple, Breadstick, Milk

9-19 – Chicken Sandwich or Pork Chop Sandwich, Corn on the Cob, Fruit Slush, Veggie Tray, Milk

9-20 – Sub Sandwich or Crispito, Chips, Pickle, Fresh Fruit, Milk

9-21 – Steak Fingers or BBQ Rib Sandwich, New Tators, Broccoli w/Cheese, Peaches, Milk

9-22 – Cheeseburgers or Taco Salad, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Peanut Butter Bars, Milk

Breakfast 

9-18 – Apple Squares, Toast, Juice, Fruit. Milk

9-19 – Biscuits, Sausage Gravy, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

9-20 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

9-21 – Eggs & Sausage Flour Tortilla, Cereal, Fruit, Milk

9-22 – Cinnamon Tastries, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

IISD July Board of Trustees Meetings

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on Monday, July 10, 2006 in the Itasca ISD 
Administration Building at 7:00 p.m., Present were President Marquita Lloyd, Vice President Rex Jean, Kevin Lightsey, Donny Faries, 
Nancy Bowman, and Susan Bason. Secretary Claude Garrett was absent,

Administration present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, High School Principal, Barry Durham, Middle School 
Principal, Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal, Larry Mynarcik, Elementary Assistant Principal & Norma Merkel, Secretary.

Visitors present were John Geyerman, Ed Page and Barbara Petrash.

Motions were made and seconded to approve the minutes from the previous board and the bills and financial report. Motion carried. Vote: 
Unanimous.

President Lloyd welcomed John Geyerman and Ed Page to the meeting. Mr. Geyerman presented the district with the HEB Excellence in 
Education Award. The board expressed gratitude to Janet Gordon for coordinating the application process. 

Motions were made by and passed unanimous to approve the sixth 2005-06 budget amendment, to approve the student handbooks for the 
2006-07 year and to approve the faculty/staff handbooks for the 2006-07 year. 

The board went into executive session at 7:16 p.m. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:52, a motion was made to hire John Bratton, 
Vicki Brown, Sharon Cooksey, Cecilia Grisham, Craig Horn and William Nickell. Motion carried. Vote: Unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in called session on Tuesday, July 18, 2006 in the Itasca ISD 
Administration Building at 7:00 p.m., Vice President Rex Jean presiding.

Present were Vice President Rex Jean, Secretary Claude Garrett, Nancy Bowman, and Susan Bason. President Marquita Lloyd, Kevin 
Lightsey and Donny Faries were absent, Administration present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent and Norma Merkel, Secretary.

Dr. Freeman went over the changes in the tax rate passed by the state legislation. The board discussed possible tax rates. The board went to 
executive session at 7:29 p.m. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:40 pm, no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Telephone Exchange

Columnist Carl Sweeney

 

 

The Telephone Exchange is seldom heard theses days. There are a few small switchboards scattered around the country. Most everything 
now is direct dial. The small exchanges were known as "central;" even the operators were referred to as "central." Back then when we 
twisted the crank, and later lifted the receiver the operator asked "Number please." Phones back in those days did not even have a dial. 
Itasca went dial in 1958. Our ID number was MU. (for Murray) in front of our phone number. Itasca had ten operators at the time the dial 
system was installed. They were: Chief Operator Mayme Kilgore and operators Alma New, Gladys Durant, Dorothy Jean Curry, Kellie 

Ramsey, Evelyn Davis, Reba Joyce Sweeney, Dorothy Wallace, Lorraine Boseman, and Jessie Napps. 

The first Itasca exchange was established in 1902, equipped for 100 lines. In 1905 fifty more lines were installed, 
and in 1909, the magneto board was replaced with a 3-section switchboard, equipped for 160 lines and 11 toll lines. 
The outside plant was sold to the Texas Telephone Co. in 1919. In 1928 Southwestern Bell Co. purchased the Itasca 
Exchange, which now consisted of 300 subscriber lines, 20 rural lines and 20 toll lines. The company made periodic 

additions up to the time it went dial. The first pay phone was installed in 1880. 

Itasca’s Exchange or switchboard was located upstairs in the Hooks Building that burned. At one times Dr. Ritchey (dentist) and Dr. 
Campbell had offices there along with the old opera house and stage. Later, the doctors moved out to downtown. It was said that if you could 
climb that long flight of stairs, you did not need to see Dr. Campbell.

The switchboard remained at that location until the change to dial. If the switchboard was ever at any other place, I have no knowledge of it. 
In the early days, switchboards were often installed in homes, and the family members operated it. They were also installed in stores and 
often business. 

Also, in the early days, there were "party lines," up to 8 customers on a line. If someone was using the phone, it was not available to others on 
the line. Your number was identified by a series of rings. For instance, two long rings and a short one. When our phone rang we could hear 
others picking up their phone, and could hear everything that was said, so we had to be careful what we said.

There were some advantages to having a party line. For instance, if the baby was sick and the husband was gone in the car, neighbors would 
volunteer to help. And we usually had only one car then. Also, if there was an emergency, the operator gave a long ring. Everyone knew it 
was an emergency, like the barn was on fire, or someone had been hurt. Everyone came to their neighbors’ aid. We did not have an 
ambulance and rural fire department then. 

There were other down home advantages to having an operator instead of dial. For instance, a person might 
call and say, "Central, this is John Jones, would you know where Dr. Campbell is? I called his office and Miss 
Annie Hall said he was in Files Valley on a call." The operator looks out the window and reports that he is 
down the street getting gas to go to the valley. Then Mr. Jones asks, "Will you call over and ask him to stop by 
our house? One of the kids has fallen and needs to be checked out." 

The operator usually knew where people were at all times, like when a son called for his parents’ house, and 
the operator said, "They are on a little trip and won’t be back until Saturday." 

We often call "central" to ask for the time. Back then there usually was only one clock in the house, on the mantle. Also we might call and ask 
"central" what time does the Grange meet tonight, or the P.T.A.

Then there was the story about a young soldier who called home, not realizing he was several time zones away. The operator said, "Jimmy 
your mother is asleep, it is way past midnight. I will tell her you called in the morning." In a case like this, one could hear snickers from the 
big city operator who transferred the call. Then there was this young girl operator who worked two shifts and said number please all day. She 
got off in time for Thanksgiving dinner, and was asked to say the blessing, she said," Number please".

There are lots of stories about the old system. I am sure each of us could tell a few. It is always a nostalgic lift when we remember with 
fondness those old experiences. Now we have the cell phone, is that ever a change! 
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Wampus Cats of the Week

2006 Senior Band members – Part 1

    

 

 

 

Reporter Alecia Evans

 

 

 

This year the Itasca High School marching band has eleven senior members, which is more than any other year in the past. (pictured l to r)

 

Seniors Kyle Baker and Javier Medina have played the trombone since 6th grade and their leadership will be greatly missed next year. Senior 
saxophone players Amanda Upchurch and Zoleeta Myers-West are in the groove with this year’s great swing program and what is a band 
without great drummers. Senior Jesus Soto never misses a beat as he transitions from football player to drummer at each football game. 

Special of the Week

'05 MUSTANG GT

Automatic, Loaded, "Shaker 1000"

One Adult Owner! $22,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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Wampus Cat Sports

Note from the Publisher

I know that I am going to get a lot of mail because this page is not included in the mail out subscribers’ issue. We can only mail 10 pages for a 
$0.39 first class stamp. Any weight over that jumps the cost up to $053 and I am sure that the 250+ subscribers do not want to have a postage 
due notice each week in their mailbox or to pay an extra $10.00 for their subscription each year. 

The reason for this extra sports’ page is so we can print more pictures and highlights of the game and players (which is very important to the 
players). It also allows for more advertisements (which are free) from the community. You are welcome to contact me and I will e-mail you 
the insert pages. bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us or 254-687-2922 ext 158 or PPP 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX 76055. Barbara Petrash

Itasca Wampus Cats – 30 Tolar Rattlers - 29

Itasca Wampus Cats – 22 Rice Bulldogs - 14

 

 

Quarterback & Wide Receivers

Reporters Mark Cummings & Colton Yarbro

 

The quarterback and wide receivers are the excitement on the offensive side of the football. The wide receiver’s primary job is to get far 
enough away from any defender so that the quarterback can successfully complete a throw to him and put six points on the board. A wide 
receiver must be able to run at full speed once the ball is hiked and must also be able to change direction without losing any of the already 
gained speed, and, of course, catch the football. 

 

This year’s receivers are seniors Kendale Mayberry, and Jesus Soto, juniors Tralyn Harden, Clayton Wienecke (also back up quarterback), 
Edgar Soto, and Dee Marshall, and freshman Desmond Guy. In the first two games they have shown that they can run, catch and score.

 

Playing in the starting quarterback position is sophomore Mikey Marshall. In the first two games of the season he has connected with his 
receivers for over 500 yards passing and has run for numerous points. 
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Hill County Paw Pals 

Recycling Cans to Save Lives

Press Release

First Tuesday of each month

Low Cost Sterilization/Vaccination Clinic

(please only clean aluminum cans -crushed if possible) 

Court House Annex 

(Corner of Walnut and Covington Street 1 block south of the Court House) 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Please support this project by saving your aluminum cans and donating them to this worthy cause. For more information about Paw Pals call 
580-0679 or email hcpawpals@yahoo.com.

Support Itasca Elementary

Save General Mills

Box Tops 4 Education

With your help the school has raised over $800.

Mesa Rica

Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main St Itasca, TX

254-687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Monday - Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

5p.m.-9p.m.

Saturday & Sunday Closed

Fleas & Tiques

Come by and see our new items. 

We have costume jewelry & Avon products.

Lots more items – Come by & see!

Sally Panting – Co-manager

Help Your Community Join the Itasca Chamber of Commerce

$15 individual membership

$36 Business membership

Contact Chamber President Lance Meinzer at Citizens State Bank or any 

Chamber Director for more information.

Rotarians Establish Memorial

Press Release

The Itasca Rotary Club has set up a memorial in honor of Ralph Bailey, Chester Baker and Harold Fehnel. The funds will be used to 
purchase new tables for the Rotary Room. 

If you would like to give, please make your check out to Itasca Rotary Club with a memo about the memorial

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us for a Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com - (972) 872-0761

Antique Alley & 25 miles of Sales

Sept. 15-17, 2006 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Live entertainment in downtown Grandview.

Shop antiques, arts, crafts, handmade items, homemade ice cream, bake goods and festival foods. Vendors line the downtown streets and 
farms/ranches have huge pasture sales. The sale route is Maypearl to Grandview (via 916) Grandview to Cleburne (via Hwy. 4) which equals 

25 miles of shopping. Contact: Nita Redmon Grandview Chamber of Commerce

817-866-3987/817-866-240-4948 AntiqueAlleyTexas.com

Itasca Sand & Gravel

Septic Systems, Sand/Rock Hauling * Driveway Repair

Wayne "Skipper" Laird- 254-582-1315

John Laird, Jr. – 817-517-9986

For Sale

46" Big Screen TV w/wood grain cabinet

Sylvania Brand, Gently used PIP (picture to Picture)

254-733-5419 or 254-214-8382 

Have You Voted for

"Don’t Mess with Texas"

For the last three years, New York City has celebrated Advertising Week (September 25-29) by inducting well-known icons and slogans into 
the Madison Avenue Advertising Walk of Fame. This year Texas’ slogan is nominated alongside 25 other well-known slogans such as "Have 
It Your Way" – Burger King, "Raising the Bar" – Cingular and "Good to the Last Drop" – Maxwell House. 

Two slogans will join the Madison Avenue Advertising Walk of Fame. To vote go to www.votedmwt.com. The contest ends on September 28. 
You can only vote once per computer, so vote at home and at work. (Explain to your boss & get him to vote also.)
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