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Mesquite Murder Tied to 

Hill County

The Hill County Sheriff’s Office and the Mesquite Police Department combined forces to 
investigate a murder that occurred in Mesquite early in August. 

The victim, a 51-year-old man who lived in Mesquite, was reported missing and the investigation 
led authorities to suspect foul play. In the course of the investigation, a 23-year-old Austin man 
with ties to Hill County became the primary suspect. 

The suspect took the HCSO and the Mesquite PD to a location on Hill County Road 1369 where 
some of the body parts of the victim were found. He related to authorities that he had brought the 
body to his late grandparents’ farm for disposal after he had dismembered and bagged it. 

Wild animals had scattered the body parts and the authorities were unable to locate all of the body.

The suspect is being held by Mesquite Police Department on first-degree murder charges.

Paw Print Press Editor 

Turns Over the Pen

Reporter Magen Middleton

Along with the majority of the Paw Print Press staff, last year’s 
editor, Shawna Pratt graduated. Shawna was a member of the Paw 
Print Press staff for three years. She worked as a reporter, news 
and feature editor, and publication editor in 2005-2006.

When the new school year started, Shawna passed the editing pen 
to senior Gabrielle Rivera. This will be Gabby’s third year on the 

paper. She has worked as a reporter, a cartoonist and now as the 
editor.

"It has been a very interesting experience," Shawna said. "We’ve laughed a lot, but always got 
our work done. I was proud to be a member of the Paw Print Press and even prouder to pass my 
role on to Gabby." 

Shawna continued to work during the summer and even spent part of that time training Gabby 
for her new role. 

I H S Senior to Represent Hill County in HOT Queen Contest

Reporter Veddy Reyes

Senior Anita Ponce will participate in the 2006 Heart O’ Texas Fair and 
Rodeo as a Sweetheart. She was among 119 students who applied from 23 
different counties. Anita is the only student from Hill County to be accepted. 

She was selected based on an essay explaining why she wanted to be a Heart 
O’ Texas Sweetheart, her transcript and two letters of recommendation.

Anita is selling tickets for the Heart O’ Texas Fair, which will take place 
October 6 through the 14. 

"I am selling the tickets now," Anita said. "I would appreciate everyone’s support. They are only 
$5.00." 

Itasca 4th Annual Championship Bull Riding

September 3, 2006

12:00 noon – Gate & concession opens

(BBQ Brisket will be sold all day)

1:00 p.m. – Youth Bull Riders Association

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. – Country Music 

(Between the two bull ridings)

5:00 p.m. – professional Bull Riding

9:00 p.m. – 12:00 Midnight 

Live Country Music

(Sonny Burgess)

Tickets on sale now! - $15

Tickets at the door - $20

(Beginning at 3:00 p.m. Sunday)

All proceeds go to the Itasca Fire Department
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Community Announcements

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have 
chosen and consecrated this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will 
always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

So many people spend their lives running between the mercy drops falling around 
them.

Won't you just submit and step into the showers of blessing at the Church of 
Christ at 200 N. Aquilla in Itasca at 10:45 a.m. Sunday morning?

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during June, July & August 

September 9 – Bethlehem Baptist-9:00 a.m.

August Police Report

8-10 – Released towed vehicle to owner

8-11 – Assisted IFD – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

8-12 – Cleared item in roadway – Hwy. 81 south & Harris St.

8-12 – Traffic stop – Ticketed for no headlight 

8-12 – Traffic stop – 95 mph/70 mph – Driver refused to stop Arrested for evading arrest – I-35W 
northbound mm 12

8-12 – Towed vehicle – No DL – 200 blk. N. Hill St.

8-12 – Theft under $50 report – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

8-13 – Theft - Gas drive off – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

8-13 – Assisted IFD w/Fuel spill – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

8-13 – Suspicious person report – 100 blk. E. Main St.

8-13 – Welfare concern – I-35 W southbound mm 10

8-14 – Civil stand by request – 100 blk. N. Wall St.

8-14 - Theft - Gas drive off ($341) - 1200 blk. S. Files St.

8-15 - Traffic stop – 92 mph/65 mph – Arrested for driving while license are invalid – I-35W 
southbound mm 8

8-15 – Report of assault – 400 blk. S. Files St.

8-15 – Request to deliver a message – 500 blk. N. King St.

8-15 – Burglary of a habitation – 800 blk. Mill St.

8-16 – Report of a dog bite – 100 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

8-16 - Traffic stop – Defective equipment (tail light & turn signal) - Arrested on outstanding 
Alvarado warrant – FM 934 & I-35 W

8-17 – Report of illegally parked vehicle – 200 blk. S. Hill St.

8-17 – Suspicious person report – 100 blk. E. Main St.

8-17 – 911 Hang up call – 200 blk. Minnie Dr.

Bake Sale

Friday, September 1 Citizens State Bank

9:00 a.m. – everything is sold

1st United Methodist Church Youth for Christ

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Page 3 September 1, 2006 Paw Print Press

Lloyd & Sides Family 

Welcome New Grandbaby

 

 

Jaydon Slayde Aldrich

 

Garth and Lynita Aldrich of Corpus Christi are the proud parents of a son born Thursday, 
August 10, 2006 at 11:32 a.m. He was named Jaydon Slayde. He weighed six pounds and four 
ounces and was 19 1/4 inches long. 

Welcoming him home was his big brother Dylan (pictured right holding 
Jaydon). Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Lloyd of Itasca and Mr. and 
Mrs. William T. Aldrich III and Susan Agins, all of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Great-grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Newman Lloyd and Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Sides, all of Hillsboro and Mrs. Virginia Turner of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

 

Little Miss/Little Mister Johnson County Pageant

September 16 during Antique Alley & 25-Miles Sale

Downtown Grandview - 11:00 a.m.

Contact: Greater Grandview Chamber of Commerce 817-866-3391 or 
AntiqueAlleyTexas.com

I. H. S. Welcomes 200 and 

3 Foreign Exchange Students 

Reporter Alecia Evans

To help start out the new school year, Itasca High School Principal, 
Glenn Pittman addressed this year’s 203 high school students, 
including three new exchange students, at an assembly last week 
where he discussed new attendance rules and new dress code. 

Pittman explained that all of the rules that were put in place 
concerning absences and tardiness were for the student’s benefit. As 
in the past, the district will be watchful of absences and will not 

hesitate to call in the truant officer if needed. 

Pittman strongly encouraged the enrollment of junior and senior students in the many dual credit 
courses offered at Itasca High. He reminded them that, if they keep their grades up, it was free 
college. 

"Believe it or not," he said, "I’m not here to make your lives miserable. I’m here to make sure you 
get everything you can out of your experience at Itasca High School." 

Itasca ISD’s Reptile Man

Blake Johnson works as a maintenance man for the school district. He is also 
the man to call if you have a problem with unwelcome reptiles. 

Early last summer, Blake "rescued" this snake from a tree on the property 
and later as he worked on the roof, he met up with another of his slithering 
"friends." 
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Senior Spotlight - Chelsea Minyard

Photographer & Reporter Devin Corbitt

 

Caricature by Gabby Rivera

Chelsea Minyard, 17, is ready to graduate, but before that 
happens she will spend her last high school year serving as 
the beloved mascot of Itasca, the Mighty Wampus Cat. 

"I am honored to be the Wampus Cat this year," Chelsea 
said. "I have some big shoes to fill, as we have had some 
great mascots in the past."

Chelsea is also spending her senior year working hard to 
keep her grades up as her goal is to be accepted into Texas 

A&M next year to study animal science. 

"No matter where I go," she said. "I will always remember the people I have met in Itasca over 
the last ten years." 

The Minyard family moved to the Itasca School District when Chelsea was in second grade. She is 
a middle child, stuck between her older brother Blake (IHS class of 2003) who is her role model 
and younger brother, ten year old Taylor. 

"Being a middle child is not bad," Chelsea said, "especially when you are the only girl. My 
parents Rena and Drew Minyard are very supportive of us." 

As well as spending lots of time practicing for her job as the new 
mascot, Chelsea plays the French horn in the band and is on the 
Mowana (yearbook) staff. 

In her spare time, she enjoys playing the drums, listening to her 
favorite bands: Green Day and Panic at the Disco, and watching her 
favorite sport soccer. 

"Mrs. Swilley is my favorite teacher," Chelsea said. "Not only is she nice but she teaches many of 
my favorite subjects. I do have a few words that the undergraduates need to remember for the 
next three years; stay out of trouble!"

Judges Needed for Cook-Off

Judges are being sought for the annual Go Texan/Cotton Pickin’ Fair barbecue cook-off to be held 
Saturday, September 9, in Hillsboro.

Judging in the cook-off will be as follows: chicken-noon, pork spare ribs-1:30 p.m., brisket-3 p.m. 
and Go Texan division-3:30 p.m. All judging will take place behind the MKT Depot on North 
Covington Street.

To volunteer as a judge, contact cook-off Coordinator Ricky Burgess at 254-582-2079.

Welcome to Itasca ISD

Reporter & Photographer Ashley Durham

Mrs. Cecilia Grisham is one of the new members of the Itasca Elementary 
staff. She is teaching Pre-kindergarten and although she has only been here 
for two weeks she said that she could already tell that she is going to enjoy 
teaching in Itasca.

Mrs. Grisham, a new teacher with two years experience, taught in Whitney 
before coming to Itasca. She graduated from Dallas Baptist University 
where she majored in Education/Early Childhood Development. 

She brings lots of experience working with children as she took care of pre-k age children at a day 
care center and was a substitute teacher in Keller prior to becoming a teacher.

Mrs. Grisham lives with her husband Randy, an Itasca graduate, and her two children in 
Hillsboro.

Her message to her students and all children is "If you never try, you will never know"

Meet the Press - Eva Mayberry

Reporter & Photographer Megan Goff

Freshman Eva Mayberry is enjoying her first year on the Paw 
Print Press staff. Her first assignment is to report on the new 
teachers in the district so she is using both her writing and 
interviewing skills. 

Eva is following in the footsteps of her oldest brother, Caleb 
Mayberry, who was on the staff for two years and was the 
2005-2006 Sports Editor. 

"I enjoy being on the Paw Print Press," Eva said, "Because even though we’re working hard, 
we’re still having fun." 

Eva is one of the five freshmen on staff. She is also a varsity cheerleader and plans to show her 
athletic ability in basketball, track, and softball. 

Eva comes from a long line of Wampus Cats. She is the daughter of Coach Jeffrey Mayberry and 
Missy Mayberry, sister of 2006 graduate Caleb Mayberry, senior Kendale Mayberry, and foster 
sister, first grader Mary. 
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Cats Scrimmage Bulldogs

Reporters Colton Yarbro & Mark Cummings

The Coaches are looking out for the athletes by providing 
Gatorade during the day so they will be hydrated and ready to go 
at practice. 

The Wampus Cats met the Palmer Bulldogs in its second 
scrimmage. The scrimmage in Itasca gave the Cats an opportunity 
to sharpen the skills they had learned during summer practices 
and workouts. This was also an opportunity for the offense to run 

plays and the defense to practice shutting the opposing offense team. The Cats plan to build their 
reputation and strengthen through their unity as a team. 

The Cats will meet the Tolar Rattlers on Friday, September 1 in their 
first regular game. Coaches are optimistic about this season and are 
counting on leaders from last season and the new young talent of 
freshmen and sophomores to give Itasca a winning season.

 

Breakfast Menu – September 5-8

Monday – Labor Day Holiday

Tuesday – Sausage, cereal, toast, juice, fruit, milk

Wednesday – Breakfast pizza, toast, juice, fruit, milk

Thursday – Cinnamon raisin biscuit, cereal, fruit, milk

Friday - Danish, toast, juice, fruit, milk

Lunch Menu – September 5-8

Monday – Labor Day Holiday

Tuesday - Chicken nuggets or Steak sandwich, Taters, Green beans, Fresh fruit, Bread & Milk

Wednesday - Nachos or Chicken strips, Mexi-corn, Refried beans, Watermelon, Milk

Thursday – Salisbury Steak or Crispitos, Mashed potatoes, Mixed vegetables, Roll & Milk

Friday – Cheeseburger or Ham Wrap, Tater tots, let/tom, pickle, onions, Brownie, Milk

2006 Varsity Football Schedule

Date Opponent Site Time 

Sept. 1 Tolar Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 8 Rice Home 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 15 Blooming Grove Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 22 Wortham Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 29 Scurry Rosser Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Open  

Oct. 13 *Maypearl Home 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 20 *Grandview Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27 *Hico Home 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 *Rio Vista Away 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10 *Dublin (Homecoming) 7:30 p.m. 

*District Games

Junior Varsity &Junior High 

Date Opponent Site 7th - 8th JV Time 

Sept. 7 Rice Away 5 / 6 & 7 p.m. 

Sept. 14 Blooming Grove Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 21 Wortham Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 28 Scurry Rosser Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 12 *Maypearl Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 *Grandview Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 26 *Hico Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 2 *Rio Vista Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 *Dublin Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Head Coach: Greg Cranfill

Coaches: Basham, Dakan, Mayberry, Fletcher & Horn

Superintendent: Dr. E. Ray Freeman

Principal: Glenn Pittman

(254) 687-2922 ext. 160 fax: (254) 687-2637

High School Cross Country 2006

9-15 – Keene Byron Stewart Park 9:00 Cleburne

9-23 – Hubbard Hubbard City Park 8:00

9-27 - Glen Rose Dinosaur Valley Park 4:00

10-4 – Maypearl Lakeview Camp 2:30

10-18 - District Byron Stewart Park 4:00 Cleburne

Junior High Cross Country 2006

9-13 – Keene Byron Stewart Park 3:00 Cleburne

9-23 - Hubbard Hubbard City Park 8:00

9-27 - Glen Rose Dinosaur Valley Park 4:00

10-4 – Maypearl Lakeview Camp 4:30

10-18 - District Byron Stewart Park 4:00 Cleburne

Head Coach: Tonye Davis

Assistants: Gerri Lawyer & Stacey Mayberry

Superintendent: Dr. E. Ray Freeman

Principal: Glenn Pittman

(254) 687-2922 ext. 162 fax: (254) 687-2637
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Looking for a Home

 

Hello, my name is "Jack" and I am a 1-year-old Black Lab that 
hasn't been fixed. I was rescued after living in the wild for most of 
my young life. I am extremely friendly and do well with children but 
I'm a little shy around strangers until I get to know them. A little 
social work and I will be fine. My foster family already has a family 
dog and would like to find a home for me. If you are interested, 
please call Erik at 687-9306. I will ask for $65 adoption fee for Hill 

County Paw Pals so my sterilization surgery can be arranged.

 

My name is "Abby" and I am a 6-week-old German Shepard-mix 
that was callously abandoned in east Hillsboro. I was frightened and 
scared and sought refuge in the crawl space of an apartment 
building--the only problem is that I couldn't get out because of the 
drop. I cried and cried for three days until someone heard my plight 
and called a group called Hill County Paw Pals. I was hungry, thirsty 
and lonely. A couple came out and pulled me out of my hole. They 

quickly took me to a nice veterinarian who gave me all my puppy shots and medicine to de-worm 
me. The couple that has been so nice already have enough dogs so I'm looking for a caring family 
who will either foster or adopt me. I love to cuddle and show no aggression--even when I share my 
food. Please give me your hand and I'll give you my unconditional love forever! 

Please call Lana Crow at 582-8902. 

Thanks, "Abby"

Letters to the Editor

Class of 1941 Follow-Up Research

A few weeks ago I requested help in gathering information about my classmates here in the Paw 
Print Press. To my surprise and delight quite a few individuals have provided information in this 
regard. 

Out of our class of 48 individuals I now know that 23 are deceased and that twelve are still living. 
This leaves thirteen individuals about whom nothing is known. Some of them we could not locate 
in 1991 when we had our 50th Reunion. I will list these 13 names and if anyone knows anything 
about them please contact me: Thomas Curry, James Duck, Ruth Jordan Gillispie, Laverne Hill, 
Nathan Hooper, Juanda Lee, Warren Lytle, Leila Pitts, Anne Williams Simpson, Donna Speegle, 
Sylvia Yoakum, Ray Willis, Molly Wilson. 

Thanks for your help! Faries McDaniel, 5662 Oak Blvd., Austin, TX 78735; (512) 892-9464; 
faries@austin.rr.com.

Itasca High 1940’s Graduates

While I have been searching for living members of the Class of 1941, I want to remind everyone 
that Grover Kemp and I are cooperatively planning for a joint reunion of any school graduates 
from the 1940’s. Please feel free to contact either of us in this regard. All from the 1940’s era will 
be warmly welcomed at the November 10-11 Homecoming. 

Faries McDaniel, 5662 Oak Blvd., Austin, TX 78735; (512) 892-9464; faries@austin.rr.com.

Grover Kemp, 317 HCR 4359, Hillsboro, TX 76645; gkemp@hillsboro.net

Dear Editor, My name is William W. Fey (Bill), and I live in Houston. I grew up in Seguin, and my 
wife, Jo Ann, and I often visit my old high school classmate Bill Burge and his wife Margaret Lou.

Margaret Lou is the former Margaret Lou Matson who grew up in Itasca during the forties and 
fifties. Many times I have been fascinated by the high school mascot the Wampus Cat. However, I 
have been told that the Wampus Cat has been gone from the earth and that, the Wampus Cat like 
the unicorn never really existed. In order to ease people’s doubts about the existence of the 
Wampus Cats I have written a song about the animal.

Please publish this song in the Paw Print Press as I believe this song will erase all doubts about the 
actual existence of the Wampus Cat. Here is the song: The tune is to Oh Tannenbam

The rain on the window went pitter pat

And soon there appeared a Wampus Cat 

The Wampus Cat cuddled up to me 

And sang of an Itasca Victory

Oh! Wampus Cat I love you so

More than you will ever know

Now I have gotten old and fat

And, really miss my Wampus Cat
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Hill County Genealogical Society

Press Release

The Hill County Genealogical Society will meet Monday, September 11 in Hillsboro instead of 
Whitney as announced earlier. The meeting date has also been changed to the second Monday due 
to the Labor Day holiday. Everyone is invited to come to the Hillsboro City Library, 118 S. Waco, 
at 6:00 p.m. for a preview of the reorganization of the Genealogy Section on the second floor. 
Peggy Fox and Dora Nolan, HCGS volunteers, will be there to explain the changes and 
improvements.

At 6:30 p.m. the group will adjourn to the Hill County Courthouse Annex Meeting Room, 126 
South Covington, where the regular meeting will take place.

Roy Bessire will report on the R.I.P. (Record, Investigate, Protect) Cemetery Survey Program 
sponsored by the Texas Historical Commission. Mr. Bessire is chairman of the Cemetery 
Committee of the Hill County Historical Commission. The cemeteries in Hill County have been 
recorded and the next step is to identify cemeteries that need to be cleaned up and cared for and 
try to do something for them. 

Not all cemeteries have associations and Mr. Bessire plans to make a list showing who is taking 
care of each cemetery. He also has available a manual of operation for small cemeteries published 
by The Texas Historical Commission. 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, Mr. Bessire may be contacted by E-mail at rcbess@aol.
com or by phone at (254)666-3283. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Bake Sale

Youth for Christ of 

First United Methodist Church of Itasca

Friday, September 1

Citizens State Bank

9:00 a.m. – everything is sold

Please support these young people. All proceeds will go toward youth programs. 

Entertainment Sought for

Go Texan/Fair

Entertainment acts are being sought for the annual Go Texan/Cotton Pickin’ Fair to be held in 
Hillsboro Saturday, September 9.

The event will be held on the courthouse square in downtown Hillsboro from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

For more information, contact Lea Sanders at 254-874-5517, 254-337-5006 or email, 
leasanders@hilco.coop.

Effective Communication

Rix Quinn, President of Rix Quinn Communication LLC, has written a number of books on 
effective communication. His latest research indicates that a reader will only give two minutes or 
read approximately 240 words of any article. If you write for any publication, including this one, 
you should remember that and keep it short and to the point.

Two Minutes by Rix Quinn

Writers can learn a lot by listening to songs. Why?

**Songs usually tell a simple story or call attention to a single subject. 

**Lots of songs contain rhymes, which make them easier to remember. Example: "Yankee Doodle 
went to town riding on a pony. Stuck a feather in his cap and called it macaroni." 

**Many songs contain several verses – each presenting new information – followed by a chorus 
that repeats itself. (That’s why many people – myself included – can remember the chorus of a 
song but not the verses.) 

**Several songs make a point or teach a lesson that listeners want to remember. 

**Many, many songs last about two minutes. 

New Itasca Library Hours

The IISD library is opened and available for public use during extended hours on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday. The library will remain open until 5:30 p.m. on those days and close at 
3:45 p.m. on Wednesday and Friday. 

High school students can also use the library resources during those times but a parent must 
accompany middle school and elementary school students. 

For more information call 687-2922 ext 156.

Class of 1996

It's been 10 years and we are planning the reunion. If you were a 1996 Itasca HS graduate or 
know how to contact one please call Jon or Kristen Bowman @ 214-717-8425. Or you can e-mail 
the information to jbowman@hillsborotx.org

Sex Offender Notice

The following convicted or adjudicated sex offender has registered as living in the Itasca ISD. 

Billy Ray Crow

white, male

DOB 11-20-1968

108 HCR 4259 Itasca, TX 76055

Offense: Indecency w/child by exposure

Victim: 16 year old female
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Recent Deaths

Wilson, Effie Evelyn Adams - Effie Wilson, 94, of Hillsboro died July 27, 2006, at Hill Regional 
Hospital in Hillsboro. She was born May 6, 2006, in Hillsboro, daughter of the late John W. and 
Maude Fryer Adams, and lived in Hill County all of her life. In 1952, she married Jim Vaughan II, 
and he preceded her in death in 1964. She later married Joe Wilson of Itasca, April 7, 1972, and he 
preceded her in death June 14, 2000. 

She had worked at the Cotton Oil Mill and Shell’s, each for 25 years. She was an accomplished 
artist, talented pianist and loved to travel. She was a member of First United Methodist Church of 
Hillsboro and charter member of Hillsboro Business Women’s Club. 

She was preceded in death by one sister, Katherine Schultz; and three brothers, Barnes Adams, 
Ben Adams and Byron Adams. Survivors included: five nieces and nephews, Lucy Ann, Sandy, 
Diane and William Barnes and Byron Jr.; and good friend and companion, Patricia Erwin. 

Funeral services were held July 30, 2006, at East Side Chapel Marshall and Marshall Funeral 
Directors in Hillsboro with Rev. Reed Justus of First United Methodist Church of Hillsboro 
officiating. Burial was at Ridge Park Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to First United Methodist Church P.O. B ox 673, Hillsboro, TX 76645

Yeaman, Linda Darlene - Linda Darlene Yeaman, 56, of Waxahachie passed away August 16, 
2006, at Baylor Medical Center in Dallas. She was born December 30, 1949, in Hillsboro, daughter 
of Staley Edwin and Ethel Leona Dickson Goodman, where she graduated from high school in 
1968. On July 13, 1968, she married Larry C. Yeaman in Hillsboro. 

She was a longtime member of College Street Church of Christ of Waxahachie. She worked for 
Safeway for 20 years and then Dr. Stewart Powers, D.D.S. for the last 18 years. She will always be 
remembered for her cheerful spirit and her big smile. She loved her pets, gardening and especially 
her family. 

Survivors include: her loving husband of 38 years, Larry Yeaman of Waxahachie: mother, Ethel 
Goodman of Itasca: one brother, Michael Goodman of Whitney: mother-in-law and father-in-law, 
Dorothy and Calvin Yeaman of Abilene: one brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Randy and Pam 
Yeaman of Abilene: two nieces, Allison Yeaman of Dallas and Misty Goodman of Whitney: and 
numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends. Funeral services were held August 20, 2006, at 
College Street Church of Christ in Waxahachie with Dean Kilmer and Walter Buchanan 
officiating. To view an online obituary or leave the family a personal tribute, visit the website at 
www.bozemitchellmckibbin.com 

Massey, Naomi Ruth - Ruth Massey, 92, passed away August 24 in Hillsboro. She was born 
December 27, 1913 to Joseph and Laura Hamilton. She graduated from Jacksboro High School 
and received her degree from Texas Women’s College. She taught school in several Texas Cities, 
including Grandview and Sherman. She also taught many years in EDCouch-Elsa in the Rio 
Grande Valley, where she made her home. 

She was a Worthy Matron of the Eastern Star in the Rio Grande Valley and was a member of the 
First United Methodist Church in Itasca. She was very active in the Delta Kappa Gamma 
Sorority. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Travis Massey; niece, Melba Ruth Vanhoose and 
sister, Mary Sue Vanhoose. Survivors included: nephew, Hugh Vanhoose of Henrietta; great 
nephew, Gregory D Vanhoose of Fort Worth; niece, Winona Hood of Lufkin; and great nieces 
Linda Lee Vanhoose and Kayla Vanhoose. 

The funeral was held on August 27 at Clayton Kay-Vaughan Funeral Home in Itasca with Rev. 
Tom Wood officiating. Burial was in the Itasca Cemetery.

Penelope Bazaar

September 17

Church of the Nativity in Penelope

Everyone is welcome! Lots of fun & food! For more information call 254-533-5586.

Itasca Senior Center

offers lunch Monday-Thursday - Call Tom @687-2310 between 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.
m. 

for more information.

FOR SALE

Go-cart:

5 hp. motor, roll cage, 1 seat, great shape, 

runs good

Call 254-687-2467
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Ole Swimming Hole 

Columnist Carl Sweeney

 

When remembering the olden days, we often think back when we were young 
and went swimming in the summer when we were not in the fields. It seemed that every creek had 
a "hole", or washed out the place where the pool was large enough and deep enough to swim in. 
There were always names for those holes too, like "Swimming Hole", the "Green Hole", or the 
"The Falls." But the most popular name over the whole county was "The Blue Hole." 

There was always a large tree growing on the bank that we were either 
jumping out of, or tied a rope on a limb and swung out over the water and 
let go. Quite often there was a large boulder on the bank or in the water 
that we jumped from. We would dive to the bottom by the boulder to 
explore and maybe catch a catfish in a hole there. 

Quite often the family would have a picnic and this was where the kids were usually taught to 
swim. 

We skipped rocks across the surface of the pond to see who 
could get the most skips before the rock sank. We built small 
boats with paper sails and sailed them across the pond, when 
they took off down stream we would think about where they 
could wind up. Maybe they would go down Chambers or 
Island Creek to the Trinity River to the Gulf of Mexico, 
passing strange towns, villages and farms along the way. We 
let our imagination run further, to wind up in a foreign land. 

In a way we have to feel sorry for the kids today who have to swim in concrete pools, with no limb 
to swing from, or a rock to jump off of. We didn’t have to contend with chlorine, but we did have 
muddy water sometimes.

My personal swimming hole experience was at what was 
called "The Falls" (pictured above) on Island Creek between 
Itasca and Grandview. We lived just north of the creek on 
the old gravel road to Grandview. Some of our neighbors 
were the Lacy Adams Hibbitts, Almans, and others.

I learned to swim at "The Falls" at about nine years of age, 
usually alone. My mother would have had a fit if she had 
known I was without adult supervision. A friend, Blaine 

Tidwell and I, used to walk from Itasca to Island Creek to go fishing. We stayed usually a couple 
of days and nights and carried nothing much except a blanket, fishing lines, and maybe a can of 
peaches. We cut our poles from the creek bank. Blaine’s father was an ice delivery man along with 
Joe Gibson, father of Edward, Herman and Uklen. We ate the fish we caught, swam in the hole at 
"The Falls," and maybe even smoked some grapevine. 

It seems that today there is not as much water as back then in the creeks. I don’t remember the 
creeks going dry like they do now. And there were always fish in them. We enjoyed those days 
even though we had no T.V, cars, video games, computers or cell phones. And I never heard a 
young person say, "I am bored", like I do sometimes now. 

English Classes for Spanish Speakers

Monday night 7:00 p.m.

Starts September 11

Itasca High School

No Cost Call 687-2922 ext 115 &

ask for Mrs. Crouch for more information.

Meals On Wheels

delivers well-balanced, 

nutritious lunches to 

your home. 

Low cost or free

to homebound 

Itasca residents.

Call 687-2310 – Ask for Tom

Sunday, Sept. 3 

4th Annual Championship Bull Riding & 

Sonny Burgess Concert

Itasca, TX

September 4, 2006

Labor Day

School Holiday
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Wampus Cats of the Week

2006 Wampus Cat Football Coaches

Reporters Colton Yarbro & Mark Cummings

The Wampus Cats will kick off their season this Friday night at 7:30 in Tolar. Preparing and 
training the teams is a knowledgeable coaching staff. They are led by (left to right) Head Coach 
and Athletic Director Greg Cranfill. Assisting him are Coach Kirby Basham, Coach Jeffery 
Mayberry, Coach Micah Fletcher, Coach Craig Horn and Coach Fred Dakan. Horn and Fletcher 
are new to the Wampus Cat staff. 

Special of the Week

 

2006 Mercury Montego Luxury

Leather, Loaded, Roomy, & 30 MPG Hwy.

Special Purchase! $19,500

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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