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Tough Love, Neighborhood Watches Needed for Teen Drug Control

Lt. Jacky Aitken (right), criminal investigator for HCSO, speaks to parents, 
educators and citizens of Hill County about teen drug use.

The message delivered by Hill County Sheriff’s Department Lt. Jacky Aitken, Itasca 
Chief of Police John Griscavage and Cleburne Mayor Pro-Tem John Warren at the 
YAP (Youth Alternative Program) sponsored substance forum was one that every 
citizen of Hill County needed to hear.

Lt. Aitken and Officer Griscavage both stressed the need for parents to be involved 
with their children’s lives. 

 

"If you are aware of your child’s friends and their day to day activities," Aitken said, "then you will be 
aware when they deviate from those friends and behaviors. These can be two of the signs of drug use in 
young people." Continued on page 3.

Hill County Juvenile Probation Department Earns High Marks

Press Release

The Juvenile Board of Hill County was notified on August 15, by the Texas Juvenile Probation Commission 
in Austin that the Hill County Juvenile Probation Department has exceeded scores for standards 
compliance, compared to similar sized department statewide, as well as the average for all departments 
statewide, regardless of size. The department scored 100% in one category, and no lower than 86.65% 
compliance in any category. 

The Juvenile Board is comprised of County Judge Kenneth Davis, County Court at Law Judge A. Lee 
Harris and 66th District Court Judge F.B. (Bob) McGregor, Jr. Tina Lincoln is chief of the Probation 
Department.

Continued on page 3.

Classic Cars, Entertainment, 

More at Annual Fair

Press Release from The Reporter

Plans are being finalized for the 2006 Go Texan/Cotton Pickin’ Fair to be held in Hillsboro Saturday, 
September 9.

Among the events to be held are a classic car show, entertainment, arts and crafts and more. Registration 
for the car show will get underway at 9 a.m., and the judging will take place between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Awards will be presented at 3 p.m. Top awards include Best of Show and Judges’ Choice. First- and second-
place trophies will be presented in nine classes.

Car classes include: 1900-1939, 1940-1954, 1955-1959, 1960-1977 and 1978-2006. There will also be classes 
for Street Rod-All Models, Pickup Trucks (up to one ton), Custom-Modified Pickup Trucks and 
Motorcycles. Vehicles may only win one award. 

Continued on page 3.

HILCO Partners with 

Salvation Army

Press Release

Dr. Allan Lane of the Hill County Salvation Army, left, accepts a donation 
from HILCO Electric Cooperative, Inc. Board President Steve Sawyer on 
behalf of the members of the cooperative. The contribution will help the local 
Salvation Army organization fulfill their mission to help those in need.

As part of one of HILCO’s core principles, "Concern for Community," the 
cooperative is committed to helping organizations help others in its service 
area. The current economic climate and extreme weather conditions this year 

have had a dramatic affect on HILCO members and others in the communities in their ability to meet their 
obligations with high utility costs and other expenses.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes 
will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this 
temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

So many people spend their lives running between the mercy drops falling around them.

Won't you just submit and step into the showers of blessing at the Church of Christ at 200 
N. Aquilla in Itasca at 10:45 a.m. Sunday morning?

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during June, July & August 

September 9 – Bethlehem Baptist-9:00 a.m.

August Police Report

8-1 – Traffic stop – 83mph/70 mph – driver arrested – Possession under a gram, possession under 2 oz. 
unlawfully carrying a handgun – I-35W northbound mm8

8-2 – Traffic stop – Defective turn signal – Driver arrested on Attorney General warrant – Non-payment of 
child support – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

8-3 – Traffic stop – Loud music citation – Vehicle impounded – No DL, No Insurance – 100 blk. N. Hill St.

8-3 – Suspicious person report – 200 blk. E. Main St.

8-3 – Criminal trespass warnings issued – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

8-4 – Assisted IFD vehicle fire – I-35W northbound mm 11

8-4 – Minor traffic accident – I-35 W northbound mm 10

8-5 – Assisted IFD w/traffic control Hwy 67

8-5 – Suspicious person – Main & N. Lamar Sts.

8-5 – Domestic disturbance – Arrest made

8-5 – Traffic stop – Loud music – Vehicle towed – No insurance – Wall & Main Sts.

8-6 – Report of shots fired – 300 blk. S. Lamar St.

8-6 – Criminal mischief – 200 blk. S. Aquilla St.

8-6 – Family disturbance – 100 blk. Minnie Dr.

8-6 – Report of loud noises – 300 blk. S. Lamar St.

8-7 – Report of a hit & run (vehicle) – 500 blk. K Lane

8-7 – 911 Hang up call – 400 blk. E. North St.

8-7 – Animal complaint – Loose dogs – Files & S. Marrion Sts.

8-7 – Telephone harassment - 300 blk. S. Lamar St.

8-7 – Animal complaint – Loose dog – 500 blk. College St.

8-7 – Aggressive driver report – I-35W northbound mm 8

8-9 – Motorcycle turned in that was involved in an accident

8-10 – Welfare concern – 300 blk. N. Wesley St.

8-10 – Downed phone lines – 500 blk. E. Martin St.

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Page 3 August 25, 2006 Paw Print Press

YAP Drug Seminar

Continued from page 1.

Itasca Police Chief John Griscavage (right) said the IPD is working hard to prevent 
teen drug use. This includes arresting those that supply the contraband, whether it is 
alcohol, marijuana or other drugs. 

Aitken and Griscavage emphasized the need for parents to stop trying to be friends to 
their children and go back to the parenting skills that teaches respect and values. They 
outlined signs to look for to detect the various types of drug use in young people. 

Warren focused his presentation on alcohol and the young age that children of today are becoming 
alcoholics. 

"Many of today’s youth are starting to drink before they reach puberty," Warren said. "Alcoholism is not 
only a high school age problem; this is a middle school and sometimes an elementary school problem. 
Children began by sneaking their parents’ beer or alcohol at a very young age."

All of the presenters said it was very important for parents to practice tough love. This means many times 
"getting into their face" and holding them responsible for their actions. This is sometimes harder on the 
parents than the children, but it will benefit the children in the long run. 

The speakers also pointed out that the problems associated with drinking and drugs of today’s youth effects 
everyone in the community and neighborhood so therefore everyone in the neighborhood needs to be 
focused on the problem.

"I have seen cases where two or three families came together to start a neighborhood 
watch," Aitken said. "Because of those few people’s concern and tenacity, their 
neighborhood changed from one that was controlled by pushers and peddlers of drugs 
to being controlled by the citizens of the area. 

Rev. Johnny Bates, Director of St. John’s YAP, organized the seminar and introduced 
each speaker.

Cleburne Mayor Pro-Tem Warren urged parents to lock up the alcohol, including beer, because it is an 
easy jump from alcohol to drugs.

Go Texan/Cotton Pickin’ Fair

Continued from page 1.

A number of art, craft and flea-market booths will be set up on the north side of the square for your 
shopping pleasure.

There will also be local entertainment acts scheduled on the main stage throughout the day. Other activities 
will include a barbecue cook-off, fun run and antique farm equipment.

Being sanctioned as a Go Texan county automatically qualifies a Hill County senior for a scholarship 
through the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Association. Local scholarships, combined with awards 
made by the livestock show, have totaled over $130,000 during the past 15 years.

This year’s sponsors include Ag-Texas Credit, Brookshire’s Food Store-Hillsboro and Whitney, Cole Ford 
Sales, Cheers, Hill County Farm Bureau, Robertson Grain, Ron Roberts and Associates, Tipton 
International, Wal-Mart Supercenter, HILCO, Fort Worth Gear and Axle, Wells Fargo, Bryant-Russell 
Construction LLC, Warren Laboratories, Citizen State Bank-Itasca/Whitney, Gerik Ag Service, Hill 
County Title, UAP-Ken Gerik, Hancock Sales Service and American Ice.

For more information, contact the Hillsboro Marketing and Development Department at 254-582-5499 or 
Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce at 254-582-2481 or, toll free, 1-800-HILLSBORO.

Juvenile Probation Department Score

Continued from page 1.

Chief Lincoln, the Juvenile Probation Department personnel, and the Board are all appreciative of the 
community support for the program, and noted this fine scoring report is a result of a lot of hard work 
from many people with an abiding interest in the well-being of the Hill County juvenile population, and our 
citizens.

Little Miss/Little Mister Johnson County Pageant

September 16 during Antique Alley & 25 Miles Sale

Downtown Grandview - 11:00 a.m.

Contact: Greater Grandview Chamber of Commerce 817-866-3391 or AntiqueAlleyTexas.com

Garage Sale

405 E. Main St.

Saturday & Sunday

August 26 & 27

8:00 a.m. - ?
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Five-Cent Pet Overpopulation Solution?

Press Release from Paw Pals

The concept for the need of county-level animal control support stems from four (4) liabilities that pet 
overpopulation burdens our communities with—Health, Economic, Legal, and Safety (H.E.L.S.). Some 
people, even highly educated ones, talk about dealing with pet overpopulation with a 5-cent bullet. This 
mindset is reckless, irrational, callused and shortsighted. Correcting pet overpopulation cannot be thought 
of in such simplistic terms because of its magnitude and seriousness. Only a small portion of our community 
has the capability or willingness to "shoot" "stray(s)." Pet overpopulation will only continue to proliferate 
because of its exponential growth. 

The implicit fact remains that two uncontrolled breeding dogs can produce 4,735 offspring in just four 
years while cats can produce over 420,000 offspring during this same period. Pet overpopulation can only 
be controlled by simultaneously embracing the proactive programs of Education, Legislation, Spay/Neuter 
while having the reactive programs of adoption and euthanasia in place—the 5-cent bullet program is a 
wild-west myth. It stands to reason that if, in fact, the 5-cent bullet approach to animal control really did 
work, then our counties and communities would not still find themselves in the midst of a pet 
overpopulation crisis. Every day the Sheriff’s Office receives at least a half dozen calls related to "strays." 
Every day a few individual Paw Pal supporters receive ten calls a day related to "strays." Animal control is 
a core service expected by taxpayers—just as police, fire, and ambulance services are expected. If all it 
takes to solve the problems related to stray and unwanted animals is a 5-cent bullet, then a few taxpayers 
would be interested to know about it. Tell the 80 year old widowed lady who just had a litter of puppies 
dumped on her rural property about the 5 cent solution. Tell the young four-year-old girl bitten in the face 
by a "stray" who was subsequently never quarantined because no dedicated quarantine area (animal 
shelter) exists in our county about the 5-cent solution. Tell the residents of one of our county communities 
who are frightened to walk in the evenings because packs of feral dogs are loose about the 5-cent solution. 
Tell the community leaders who had a stray dog infected by a rabid skunk that was never quarantined 
about the 5-cent solution. The bottom-line for Hill County is that we need an animal shelter to support its 
communities and serve its citizens. 

Hillsboro and Hill County are the only communities in Central Texas without an animal shelter that 
provides for an adoption center. It is fundamentally wrong to accept the status quo of "reacting" to pet 
overpopulation with 100% euthanasia as practiced in Hillsboro simply because there is no adoption center. 
It is fundamentally wrong to accept the status quo of doing "nothing" with the absence of any county-level 
animal control because of the "we don’t need to change" mentality of some elected officials when dealing 
with a situation (pet overpopulation) that can be corrected—burdening our communities with the liabilities 
of pet overpopulation. 

Without an animal shelter, neither the Sheriff’s Office nor anyone associated with Paw Pals can do 
anything with your "stray" problems—only the token lucky few unwanted companion animals can be 
advertised and adopted. The next time you have a "stray" problem, it would be more productive for you to 
call your County Commissioner and let them know you need animal control support for the county: 
Precinct 1 Commissioner, Bob Atwell, 874-5435; Precinct 2 Commissioner, James Buzzbee, 694-3787; 
Precinct 3 Commissioner, Sam McClendon, 623-4236; and Precinct 4 Commissioner John Erwin, 687-2751.

Hill County Paw Pals stands ready to donate the large sum of money we have worked so hard to raise over 
the past two years to build a county-level animal shelter and to bring positive change to our great county. It 
is up to all of us, individually and as a community, to let our elected leaders know we want positive change 
in how our county deals with animal control and the safety of its residents. For more information about 
Paw Pals call 580-0679 or email hcpawpals@yahoo.com. A general meeting for Paw Pals has been 
scheduled for Thursday, August 24 from 6:30-7:30 pm at the Bullock Room in the Hill College Cafeteria 
(across the street from the History Complex). The public is invited and encouraged to attend! 

Entertainment Sought For Go Texan/Fair

Entertainment acts are being sought for the annual Go Texan/Cotton Pickin’ Fair to be held in Hillsboro 
Saturday, September 9.

The event will be held on the courthouse square in downtown Hillsboro from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

For more information, contact Lea Sanders at 254-874-5517, 254-337-5006 or email, leasanders@hilco.coop.

Class of 1996

It's been 10 years and we are planning the reunion. If you were a 1996 Itasca HS graduate or 
know how to contact one please call Jon or Kristen Bowman @ 214-717-8425. 

Or you can e-mail the information to jbowman@hillsborotx.org
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Lady Cats’ Basketball Camp

Reporter & Photographer Megan Goff

 

 

Itasca sponsored the 2006 Lady Wampus Cats Basketball Camp August 7-11 in the Special Events Center. 
The camp was for seventh grade girls who will start their first year of athletics through senior girls in their 
final year of athletics. 

 

Coach Leslie Lees and assistant Jordan White worked with the girls on improving their game. They ran 
drills to sharpen their ball handling techniques and hone their shooting skills. 

To keep the summer camp fun, the girls were split into teams and challenged each other in games like 30 
baskets, five-on-five and relays. Points were awarded in each category. The camp ended with an awards 
ceremony and one team won the "Basketball Olympics." 

The competition was all in fun. The girls came away from the camp with skills they will use during the 2006-
07 basketball season. 

 

2006 Varsity Football Schedule

Date Opponent Site Time 

Aug. 25 Palmer Home (S) 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 1 Tolar Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 8 Rice Home 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 15 Blooming Grove Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 22 Wortham Away 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 29 Scurry Rosser Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 13 *Maypearl Home 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 20 *Grandview Away 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 27 *Hico Home 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 *Rio Vista Away 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 10 *Dublin (Homecoming) 7:30 p.m. 

*District Games

For more information contact gcranfill@itasca.k12.tx.us

Junior Varsity &Junior High 

Date Opponent Site 7th - 8th JV Time 

Aug. 25 Palmer Home (S) 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 7 Rice Away 5 / 6 & 7 p.m. 

Sept. 14 Blooming Grove Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 21 Wortham Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 28 Scurry Rosser Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Open 

Oct. 12 *Maypearl Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 *Grandview Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 26 *Hico Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 2 *Rio Vista Home 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 *Dublin Away 5 / 6 & 7:30 p.m. 

Breakfast Menu – Aug. 28- Sept. 1

Monday – Sausage Wrap, cereal, juice, pineapple, milk

Tuesday – Blueberry Muffins, cereal, juice, peaches, milk

Wednesday - Waffles, toast, juice, pears, milk

Thursday – English Muffins, cereal, juice, oranges, milk

Friday - Cinnamon rolls, toast, juice, fruit, milk

Lunch Menu – Aug. 28-Sept. 1

Monday – Sausage pizza or turkey & cheese, corn breadsticks, blushing pears, milk

Tuesday - Chicken nuggets or Fish nugget, Au gratin potatoes, peas, bread & milk

Wednesday - Tacos or Crispitio, Spanish rice, Pinto beans, Oranges, milk

Thursday – Steak Fingers or BBQ Chicken, New potatoes, broccoli, fruit slush, roll & milk

Friday – Cheeseburger or Meatball sub, tater tots, let/tom, pickle, onions, choc chip cookie, milk
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IISD June Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on Monday, June 12, 
2006 in the Itasca ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m., Present were President Marquita Lloyd, Vice 
President Rex Jean, Secretary Claude Garrett, Kevin Lightsey, Donny Faries, Nancy Bowman, and Susan 
Bason.

Administration present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, High School Principal, 
Barry Durham, Middle School Principal, Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal, Larry Mynarcik, 
Elementary Assistant Principal and Norma Merkel, Secretary.

The only visitor present was Barbara Petrash.

Rex Jean and Susan Bason were sworn into office for full terms by Norma Merkel.

Motions were made, seconded and passed unanimously for Marquita Lloyd to serve as President of the 
board, Rex Jean as Vice-President, and Claude Garrett as Secretary. 

Motions were made and seconded to approve the minutes from the previous board and the bills and 
financial report. Motion carried. Vote: Unanimous.

President Lloyd welcomed Barbara Petrash to the meeting.

A motion was made by Donny Faries, seconded by Kevin Lightsey, to approve the fifth 2005-06 budget 
amendment. Motion carried. Vote: Unanimous.

A motion was made by Nancy Bowman, seconded by Rex Jean, to approve the dress code and attendance 
policy changes for the district. Motion carried. Vote: Unanimous.

A motion was made by Susan Bason, seconded by Donny Faries, to accept transfer students as presented for 
the 2006-07 school year. Motion carried. Vote: Unanimous.

The board went into executive session at 7:42 pm. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:52 pm, motion 
was made by Claude Garrett, seconded by Kevin Lightsey, to accept the resignation of Jennifer Mynarcik. 
Motion carried. Vote: Unanimous.

There being no further business, motion was made by Rex Jean, seconded by Susan Bason to adjourn at 
7:55p.m. 

For Rent

Small One (1) bedroom house 

Call 687-2709

Meals On Wheels delivers well-balanced, nutritious lunches to your home. Low cost or free to 
homebound Itasca residents.

Call 687-2310 – Ask for Tom

June City Council Meeting

The Itasca City Council met in a regular session on Monday, June 19, 2006 in the Council Chambers, 126 N. 
Hill, Itasca, Texas. Mayor David Heald called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Present were Council 
members Steve Solis, James Bouldin, Susie Davis, John Laird and Harvey Wilson.

Motions were made to approve minutes of the May 15, 2006, May 30, 2006 meetings and to approve 
payment of bills – seconded - unanimous vote. 

Becky Harvey explained the Itasca Fire Department Monthly Activity Report and informed the Council 
that the fire department’s street dance for a fund raiser is schedule for July 1, 2006 in front of the fire 
station. 

David Bowman was not present to give the Water and Sewer Operations report. Bettye Lewis gave the 
Zoning Committee report and presented several permit applications that were approved, denied or tabled. 
Approved applications included 200 S. Park for a fence, 108 W. Wilkerson for a frame house, 200 N. 
Aquilla for a addition, 613 E. Wilkerson for a storage building and sidewalk, 613 S. Files for a storage 
building, 206 S. Wesley for a addition, 402 E. South for a storage building and repair, 305 N. Wesley for a 
storage building, 210 W. Adam for a storage building and carport, 402 E. Marrion for homes and Grayson 
St. for homes. Denied applications included 210 N. Weaver for a fence and 505 N. Hill for re-zoning. Tabled 
applications for more information were 112 S. Weaver for a privacy fence and 204 S. Park for roofing and 
repair.

Chief of Police John Griscavage explained the monthly Police Activity Report and the 2005 Racial Profiling 
Report. Code Enforcement Officer Felicia Mayberry gave the May 2006 Monthly Report from the Office of 
Code Enforcement. She reported on the code violation notices sent to property owners and the status of 
each violation. It was explained that the city has not been charging for the first mowing for a nuisance code 
violation but a notice of violation is sent to the property owner, which explains that the property owner will 
have to pay $150.00 thereafter for each mowing.

Rick Holden, a representative with Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division, gave a presentation regarding 
the adoption of an Ordinance denying Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division’s statement of intent to 
increase the gas utility rates in this municipality so that the company may pursue a system-wide rate case 
with the Railroad Commission of Texas. The first reading for the Ordinance was read by the City 
Secretary. A motion to approve and adopt Ordinance #061906-1 to deny rate request was made by Susie 
Davis, waiving the second and third reading, second by Steve Solis; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Continued on page 7.
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June City Council meeting

Continued from page 6.

The second reading of an Ordinance to renew the City of Itasca franchise agreement with TXU Electric 
Delivery Company was approved and accepted on a motion made by Susie Davis, second by John Laird; 
unanimous vote. Motion carried. The first reading of Ordinance #061906-3 amending the City of Itasca 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 19, Utilities, Section 19-40 concerning water rates was read. The City 
Administrator explained that the amended ordinance would raise water rates from $3.00 to $4.00 per 
thousand gallons thereafter the minimum charge. A motion to approve and adopt was made by James 
Bouldin, waiving the second and third reading, second by Harvey Wilson; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mayor David Heald opened the meeting at 6:29 p.m. for a public hearing to receive comments from the 
public regarding the 2005 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report. There were no comments and the public 
hearing was closed at 6:29 p.m. Mayor David Heald opened the meeting at 6:29 p.m. for a public hearing to 
receive comments from the public regarding the City of Itasca proposed Operating Budget for FY 2006-
2007. There were no comments and the public hearing was closed at 6:29 p.m.

The proposed operating budget for FY 2006-2007 was approved and adopted on a motion made by Susie 
Davis, second by John Laird; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mayor David Heald opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. for a public hearing held in connection with the Office 
of Rural Community Affairs CDBG Grant Program for the purpose of receiving public comments 
regarding the submission of a grant application under the 2007-2008 Community Development Fund. 
Gandolf Burrus, a representative for Grant Development Services, explained that the city was previously 
awarded a grant (Project 05-06) for $250,000 for a sewer line replacement on Aquilla Street to Spurgeon 
Street and that the city can apply for another grant under the 2007-2008 Community Development Fund. 
He recommended doing a citywide project and gave examples such as replacing the ground water tank 
behind City hall or a wastewater treatment plant project. He asked the audience for any questions and 
suggestions. The public hearing was closed at 6:37 p.m. 

The Council and Gandolf Burrus had a discussion regarding a Letter of Agreement with Grant 
Development Services to design and submit, and if funded, administer the City’s 2007-2008 Community 
Development Block Grant Project application. Gandolf informed the Council that the application is due by 
August 31, 2006. He suggested having a professional surveyor do a city wide survey to determine the 
number of persons living in each residence and documenting the number of household that have low-to-
moderate incomes to support the grant application. The cost for the surveyor is $6.00 per household and the 
survey would be good for ten (10) years. Gandolf fee is $750.00 and the grant is a 10% city match from city 
funds for the project. The wastewater treatment plant was discussed for the project. Harvey Wilson made a 
motion to approve the Letter of Agreement with Grant Development Services to authorize Gandolf Burrus 
to start procedures for the grant program project and survey, second by Steve Solis; unanimous vote. 
Motion carried.

A motion to approve a Election Equipment Lease Agreement with Hill County, Texas for the use of 
electronic voting equipment to be used by the City of Itasca in the election dated November 7, 2006 was 
made by John Laird, second by James Bouldin; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

The meeting was open to the Mayor, Council and City Administrator for discussion, reports and present 
awards. The City Administrator presented Award Plaques to city employees. John Laird adjourned the 
meeting at 6:57 pm. 

Beat the Hill" Is Goal of Runners

Press Release from The Reporter

The Heartbreak Hill 5K and The Hillsboro Mile will be a part of this year’s Go Texan/Cotton Pickin’ Fair 
to be held Saturday, September 9. Both races will start from the Hill County Courthouse Square in 
Hillsboro. Registration will get underway at 7:30 a.m., followed by the mile race at 8:15 a.m. and 5K at 8:30 
a.m.

In the mile, the top three male and female runners will be recognized. Overall male and female and overall 
master male and female runners will be recognized in the 5K. There will be a total of six age divisions for 
men and women in the 5K with awards presented to the top three runners in each category. They include: 
19 and under, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59 and 60 and over.

Entry fee is $15, which allows runners to participate in both races if they so choose. All participants paying 
the full registration will receive a 2006 Heartbreak Hill sports bottle and T-shirt. There is a special student 
rate of $8. Those participants will receive a sports bottle, or they can pay the full registration fee and also 
receive a T-shirt.

For more information, contact the Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce at 254-582-2481 or, toll free, 1-800-
HILLSBORO.

Page 8 August 25, 2006 Paw Print Press

Recent Deaths

Campbell, Jimmie Holland - Jimmie Holland Campbell, 89, passed away on July 21, 2006. Born on May 6, 
1917 in Grandview, she became the loving wife and helpmate of Dale Pat Campbell, M.D., who preceded 
her in death. 

Jimmie received her Bachelors degree from Texas Women’s College and taught high school Home 
Economics in Itasca and Hillsboro. She and Dale moved to Levelland in 1952 where he practiced medicine 
until he retired. Jimmie moved to Lubbock in 1986 and her interests and passion were her family and her 
art. 

She is survived by her son, Dale Pat Campbell Jr. and wife Jan of Lubbock; her grandchildren, Kelle 
Campbell Jones and husband Wayne, Kristen Campbell Kothmann and husband Korey; great-
grandchildren, Christian Campbell Company, Campbell Kothmann, and Kathryn Kothmann; and niece, 
Becky Bradford and husband Royce. 

Memorial gifts may be made to the charity of ones choice. (Obit courtesy of Doris Irvin Burkhart of 
Lubbock).

 

Slay, Bessie Meade Hubby – Mrs. Reed Slay, 93 of Hillsboro, the former Bessie Meade 
Hubby of Waco, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Hubby, passed away Tuesday, August 
15, 2006. She was the great granddaughter of Caleb Meade Hubby, one of the founders of 
Waco, the great granddaughter of Captain N. T. Snead, Waco’s first school teacher and 
the great niece of Major George Erath, Waco surveyor.

Bess was born December 15, 1912 in Waco. She graduated from Waco High School in 1929 
where she was Concert Master of the Waco High School Orchestra and President of the Pep Club her 
senior year. That year she was very active in church work. Besides being active in Austin Avenue Methodist 
Church, to which she belonged, she also belonged to the Orchestra of the Columbus Avenue Baptist Church 
and the Orchestra of the Central Christian Church. At the time of her death she was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church of Hillsboro.

She was a member of the Baylor Symphony while in Baylor from which she graduated in 1933. She was also 
President of the Urbanites, a Baylor town girls organization. After graduation she taught school in Itasca 
for two years.

She married Reed R. Slay in 1936 and he preceded her in death in 1984. After their marriage they lived in 
Itasca until he was the first Pre-Pearl-Harbor draftee from Hill County. Bess then taught school in Waco. 
Mr. Slay was a prominent International Cotton Merchant and he and Mrs. Slay traveled every year for 25 
years in either Europe or the Far East extensively.

Bess was a past president of the former Ruskin Club of Itasca, past president of the Franklin School P.T.A. 
of Hillsboro; she served as 2nd Vice-President, 1st Vice-President and President of Capitol District of the 
Texas Federation of Women’s Club. She was a Life Member of T.F.W.C. She was a member and past 
president of Triangle Forum of Waco. Also, she was a Life Member of Sesame Club of Hillsboro and served 
as its President twice. She was a member of the Heritage Club of Baylor.

Bess was also preceded in death by her son, Stephen Hubby Slay, in 1996; brother, Albert G. Hubby, Jr.; 
and nephew, Dana Hubby.

Mrs. Slay was honored as a "Texas Woman of Distinction" in 1962.

She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Jere Lou Slay; two grandsons, Matthew and wife, Alicia, and 
daughter, Sydney, and Samuel Slay all of Dallas; sister-in-law, Pat Hubby, of Dallas; one nephew, Albert G. 
Hubby, III (Bert) of Texhoma; one niece, Cindy McReynold, her husband, Clay, and their children, Tricia 
and Shaun, of Mansfield; and a cousin, Zoe Ann Sheehey and husband, Bob, of Waco.

Memorial service was held August 21, 2006 and interment was at Ridge Park Cemetery.

IFD & Rotary Bull Riding

September 3, 2006

The Warehouse in Itasca

Youth Bull Riders – 1:00 p.m.

Professional Bull Riding – 5:00 p.m.

PreSale tickets - $15 At the Door - $20

All proceeds go to the Itasca Fire Department

Penelope Bazaar

September 17

Church of the Nativity

Penelope

Everyone is welcome! 

Lots of fun, food & fun!

For more information call 254-533-5586.

Itasca Senior 

Center

offers lunch 

Monday-Thursday

Call Tom @687-2310 

between 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

for more information.
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Man Behind the Plow 

Columnist Carl Sweeney

The current drought has been devastating to those who are engaged in agriculture and 
livestock raising. We are aware that in rural areas of Texas, agriculture fuels our 
economy, and to a certain extent, in the urban areas as well. It is hoped that we will have 

empathy for those in this difficult situation, and that our government will be as generous to them as they 
were to the victims of Katrina. Also perhaps the following poem or song will bring courage and cheer for 
the road ahead:

The Man Behind The Plow Author Unknown

I’m not so much at singing as you high falutin chaps.

My voice is kind of husky and a little loud perhaps,

For I have been a-plowing with a Lazy Team, you see,

They keep me rather busy, with "gid-dap, haw and gee."

But if you’ll pay attention I have just a word to say,

About a great mistake they make and do it everyday.

In dealing out your praise, and if this you will allow,

Too often do you slight the man who walks behind the plow.

You talk about your learned men, their wit and wisdom rare,

Your poets and painters, they got praises everywhere.

They are well enough to make a show, but can you tell me how

This world would ere do without the "man behind the plow?"

It’s well enough to go to school and learn to read and write,

It’s nicer still to dress up fine and sport around at night.

Your music, painting, and poetry are very hard to beat,

But tell me what you’re gonna do for something good to eat.

You say my boots are muddy and my clothing rather coarse,

I make a good companion for the oxen and the horse,

My face is red, my hands are hard; tis true, I will allow,

But don’t be too quick to spurn the man behind the plow.

Your buyers, clerks, &businessmen with fingers white and small

And men of each profession, but the farmer feeds them all.

If he should quit his business, there would be an awful row,

The world could not exist without the man behind the plow.

There is the city dude you know a-trippin with his cane,

His hands are soft & white as snow, but then Ah! What of him?

He is nothing but a parasite and this you will allow,

He couldn’t hold a candle to the boy behind the plow.

I like your great inventions and I’m glad you’re getting smart.

I like to hear your music for it kinda cheers my heart,

But it can not fill the stomach of a real hungry man,

But I’ve called your attention to the kind of thing that can.



Now boys don’t be too eager to quit the good old farm,

Your father’s strength is failing, & he’ll need your faithful arm.

If you’re honest in your purpose at your feet the world will bow,

For the greatest of all great men is the man behind the plow.

For those of you who have requested poems, I hope today’s column will please you as well as our farmer friends. The 
following poem appeared to me also.

 

The Old Cottonwood Tree by Myrtle P. Hart

The tree stands tall and stately,

Its boughs spread far and wide,

Heavily laden with leaves of green,

Shading the country side.

Old tree, I wish that you could talk

And tell me stories of old ----

Of Indian life and wagon trains,

And the Pioneer’s search for gold.

How many storms have you battled?

How many children have played

In the shade of your mighty branches

On long hot summer days?

How many birds have you sheltered?

How many of them stopped to sing,

And stayed to build a cozy nest

When they returned in the spring?

You have seen floods come in the spring,

And the seasons come and go, 

With summer heat and winter cold

And winters banked high with snow.

God planted your seed so long ago

And always watered it faithfully.

He most surely have given you a soul.

Old Ancient Cottonwood Tree.

When from this world I shall depart,

And from this earth you’re free,

May I again sit ‘neath your boughs,

In heaven, Old Cottonwood Tree?

Page 10 August 25, 2006 Paw Print Press

Wampus Cats of the Week

Elementary Parents Who Attended "Meet the Teacher Night"

Reporter & Photographer Ashley Durham

Thursday night, August 17, eager elementary students, grades pre-k 
through 4th, and their parents went to meet their teachers for the 
new school year. Many of the students were nervous as they stepped 
into their new classroom, but that soon faded when their teacher 
welcomed them in with a warm smile. For the Pre-k students this 
brand new experience was both nerve-racking and exciting.

 

While the parents were talking with their child’s teacher, the students were investigating the room to find 
out whether they were going to like it. The younger children immediately went to the toys and started 
playing while the older ones just took a good long look around. Not only did the students enjoy seeing their 
new classroom and new teacher, they also were anxious to visit with their old teachers as well.

Students were not the only ones nervous and excited. The teachers 
had worked hard during the week to prepare their room as well as 
themselves for this day. Many of the teachers had packets put 
together and assigned seating arrangements for their students, and 
some had a sheet that the parents could sign in order for their child 
to get a free 100 on a homework assignment as a prize for coming. 
The many hours that the teachers spent in making their rooms 
welcoming paid off in happy parents and students.

 

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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