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’95 Tomboys Softball Team Place 4th in National 
Tournament

Press Release

The ’95 Tomboys, 10 and under softball team recently received an 
invitation to the 2006 Pony National Softball Tournament in Round Rock, 
Texas. This was the team’s second invitation to the Pony National 
Tournament. They played in the 2004 tourney as an 8 and under team.

This year, twenty teams entered the tournament on August 3-6. Teams 
traveled from Illinois, California, Louisiana, and Texas to compete. 

The Tomboys played 8 games, winning 6 of them, which captured them the 4th place trophy. The 
Tomboys were one run short of capturing a seat in the championship game, losing to Carrollton, 
Louisiana 4 to 3 in a nail biter of a game.  

The team is 1 of 4 teams from the North Texas region competing in the national tournament, with the 
Cobras from Crowley, Texas capturing the national championship title. 

The Tomboys’ softball team has girls from Itasca, Grandview and surrounding areas. Two local girls, 
pitcher Jessie Zint and catcher Kaleigh Lightsey; 5 Grandview girls - Paige Polluck, Kalani Basham, 
Alexis Wheeler, Meaghan Wilson, and Brittney Tschoepe; Courtney Chambers of Hillsboro, Jennifer 
Prnka of West, Katie Daniels of Midlothian, Mackenzie Bay and Ciara Trotter both of Kennedale make 
the team roster. They are coached by Kevin Lightsey, Scott Chambers, Rick Bay and Chuck Wheeler.

In the fall, the Tomboys will jump to the 12 and under classification and begin tournament play toward 
the end of September.

Way to go Tomboys!

Local Resident Makes Good on Promise to Break State 
Record

 

Doug White competed in the 24th Annual Texas Fire-fighters Olympics on July 
9, 2006 in Austin. White won his second gold medal in 2 years and set a new 
state record for the bench press in the Masters 242 lb. weight class. 

In last years’ competition, White took the gold and set a goal to not only win the 
gold in the 2006 games but also break the state record. 

"I want to thank Clay Davis (pictured) and R&R Health and Fitness of Hillsboro for all of their 
support," White said. 

Survivor Scoop: 

Pajamas & Ice Cream Made Good Bedfellows

Itascans 2nd in P.J. Contest 

Press Release

George and Elnorane Atkinson of Itasca were co-winners of the Best 
Couples Pajamas contest at the 8th Annual Pajama party benefiting cancer 
research. 

Since "Ice Cream Makes You Pretty", gorgeous may be the buzz as 
hundreds joined the fun at Henry’s Homemade Ice Cream for the 8th 
Annual Pajama Party. 

Continued on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my 
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated 
this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

We have all tried it our way,

won't you try God's way?

Join us for worship at the

Church of Christ Sunday

200 N. Aquilla 9:45AM

Itasca, TX 10:45AM

6:30AM

Wednesday 6:30PM

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during June, July & August 

September 9 – Bethlehem Baptist-9:00 a.m.

July Police Report

7-17 – Close patrol requested – 300 blk. S. Wall St.

7-18 – Anhydrous leak – 600 blk. S. Hill St.

7-18 – Open door – Officer secured the building

7-18 – Public service - Delivered message – 300 blk. S. Wall 

7-18 – Complaint of door to door salesperson – 700 Blk. E. South St.

7-18 – Traffic Stop – Arrest made on violation of protective order – I-35-W northbound mm 7

7-19 – Accident - I-35 W northbound mm 8

7-21 – Traffic Stop – 87 mph/70mph – Arrest on outstanding felony warrants – I-35-W northbound mm 
8

7-21 – Information received at Itasca PD

7-21 – Assisted Highway Patrol with traffic stop – I-35 W northbound mm 5

7-22 – Assisted Highway Patrol with accident – I-35 W southbound mm 5

7-22 – Assisted stranded motorist – I-35W mm 5

7-22 – Stopped reckless driver – I-35W northbound mm 7

7-23 – Animal complaint – Loose dog – 300 blk. N. King St.

7-23 - Animal complaint – Loose dog – 300 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

7-23 – Major accident report– Assisted DPS I-35E & FM 934

7-23 – Assisted DPS – Major accident – I-35 W mm 12

7-24 – Report of theft – 800 blk. Weave St.

7-24 – Assisted DPS – Accident – I-35 W mm 11

7-25 – Animal complaint – Loose dog – 800 blk. Mill St.

7-25 – Verbal disturbance – 1500 E. Main St.

7-25 – Criminal mischief complaint – 300 blk. S. Hill St.

7-25 – Recovered property – 800 blk, Weave St.

7-25 - Animal complaint – Loose dog – 800 blk. Mill St.

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!
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Ice Cream Benefit Raises $400 for American Cancer Society

Continued from page 1.

Decked in everything from bunny slippers to sponge rollers, all of the costuming was in good fun as 
each person in pajamas received a free quart of delicious Henry’s Homemade Ice Cream. 

Nighttime attire took on new meaning as both adults and children vied for costume prizes. The 
celebrity scoopers, all cancer survivors, scooped up the goodies. Each has an amazing story of victory 
and hope. Tips went to the American Cancer Society. 

The theme was "Think Outside the Cone!" It was held at Henry’s Homemade Ice Cream in Plano on 
Saturday, June 17. There were numerous contests and prizes for Best Slippers, Best Couple Pajamas, 
Best Family Pajamas, Best Children’s Pajamas and the Best "Pretty in Pink" Pajamas.

Judy Cordell, events coordinator for the Collin County Community College District Foundation, Inc, 
and a one year breast cancer survivor, coordinated the scooping efforts. Approximately 20 persons who 
have survived all types of cancer will help to dish out the fun. 

Every scooper had an emotional story of triumph. Among the group was Roslyn Kelly, who now makes 
Plano her home after being forced from her home in New Orleans during Katrina. That makes Roslyn 
a two-time survivor - Katrina and breast cancer. Also scooping was Steve Stoler, who won a personal 
battle with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and serves as WFAA-TV Collin County Bureau Chief.

Vote for 

"Don’t Mess with Texas" 

For the last three years, New York City has celebrated Advertising Week 
(September 25-29) by inducting well-known icons and slogans into the Madison 
Avenue Advertising Walk of Fame. 

This year Texas’ slogan is nominated alongside 25 other well-known slogans such as "Have It Your 
Way" – Burger King, "Raising the Bar" – Cingular and "Good to the Last Drop" – Maxwell House. 

Two icons and two slogans will join the Madison Avenue Advertising Walk of Fame. To vote for Texas’ 
slogan go to www.votedmwt.com and vote. The contest ends on September 28. You can only vote once 
per computer, so vote at home and at work. (Explain to your boss & get him to vote also.)

Clayton Kay Vaughan Funeral Home Hires New Funeral Director

Anna Vaughan Lax and Arrdeen Vaughan of Clayton Kay Vaughan Funeral Home have announced 
the appointment of Bradley Shotts as funeral director. He will be involved at all three locations, 
Alvarado, Grandview and Itasca. 

Shotts, a native of Tyler, Texas is a graduate of Dallas Institute of Funeral Services and is a licensed 
funeral director, embalmer and pre-need insurance agent. He has served the funeral industry for over 
sixteen years. He is married with two children and is looking forward to becoming a part of the 
communities that he serves. 

School Registration

High School – Wednesday, August 16

8:00 a.m. – Seniors 9:00 a.m. – Juniors

10: a.m. – Sophomores 11:00 a.m. – Freshmen

Middle School Registration 

5th Grade & 6th Grade -- August 7-9

7th Grade & 8th Grade - -August 9-12

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Elementary Registration

New Students - August 2 – August 12

Monday – Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Friday – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

Documents required Social Security Card, Immunization Record, Birth Certificate, previous year’s 
report card and proof of residence in Itasca ISD school district. Students who are 4 on or before Sept 1, 
2006 are eligible for Pre Kindergarten.

If you attended Itasca Elementary last year, you do not need to register.

City Bans Curbside Trash Boxes

The City Council passed a resolution to ban permanent trash containers (constructed wooden boxes) in 
front yards, in the interest of sanitation and health concerns. *Note - These boxes where trash is thrown 
in or cans are set in; end up acting as trash heaps and become breeding grounds for vermin, bugs and 
germs.

Violators of this resolution will be mailed violation notifications beginning July 21. Failure to comply 
with the notification will result in a citation being issued.
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Donation Made to Paw Pals

Press Release

Jack Bennett presents his donation to HCPP President Mike Hendricks

At a recent sale conducted by Bennett Auction, five-year old Jack Bennett ran a 
small concession stand offering cold drinks and snacks. He has donated a portion of 
those sales to Hill County Paw Pals to support the group’s efforts to build and donate 
an animal shelter to Hillsboro and Hill County. 

Jack is actively involved in dog rescue along with his sister and parents. A matching 
donation was made by Bennett Auction to Paw Pals as well bringing the total donated amount to $12.19.

Youth Alternative Program Host Substance Forum

August 15, 2006 

Itasca Warehouse Events Building

7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Guest speakers are Deputy Sheriff Jacky Aikens of Hillsboro, Itasca Chief of Police John Griscavage 
and Mayor Pro-Tem of Cleburne John Warren.

Everyone is urged to attend. Door Prizes. With the number of new drugs being introduced and abused, 
it is important as a parent, teacher and neighbor to be informed. 

Sponsored by St. John’s Youth Alternative Program, Inc. Johnny Bates, Program Coordinator.

Antique Alley & 25 miles of Sales

Sept. 15-17, 2006 8:00 a.m. - 6:00p.m.

Live entertainment in downtown Grandview.

Shop antiques, arts, crafts, handmade items, homemade ice cream, bake goods and festival foods. 
Vendors line the downtown streets and farms/ranches have huge pasture sales.

The sale route is Maypearl to Grandview (via 916) Grandview to Cleburne (via Hwy. 4) which equals 
25 miles of shopping.

Contact: Nita Redmon Grandview Chamber of Commerce

817-866-3987 or 817-866-240-4948 AntiqueAlleyTexas.com

Mistake in IISD Dress Code

Information Article

In Issue #31 on page 4, information was printed on the IISD dress code. The list stated that shorts must 
have pockets in then, but that was a mistake. 

Shorts do not have to have pockets. 

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor, While looking through old photos, I came across one dated 1937 and was taken of the 
Itasca Wampus Cat's girls softball team, after winning the District Championship. It was taken at the 
Hillsboro track field. Many in Itasca will remember Miss Easterlain (sponsor) and Mr. Coffe, Principal. 
They are in the photo as well............

Most of these girls are still alive I believe, and would enjoy seeing this photograph. Some Itasca folks 
would remember possibly all of us in the picture. The size of the photo is almost 8 1/2 by 5 1/2. I was 
wondering how many of these girls would still have this photo. Joanna Barnes (then) now Joanna Fields

Married to a guy who played football on that famous Itasca never to be forgotten football team of 1937-
38.

Dear Mrs. Fields & others who have old photos that is of interest to Itascans & Wampus Cats, 

We would love to print the picture if you could get us a copy either by e-mail or by regular mail. 

Itasca Senior Center

offers lunch Monday-Thursday

Call Tom at 687-2310 between

10:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. 

for more information.

Meals On Wheels

delivers well balanced, nutritious lunches to your home. Low cost or free to homebound 
Itasca residents.

687-2310 140 W. Main St.

Itasca Elementary 

"Meet the Teacher Night"

Thursday, August 17

7:00 p.m.

This open house is for grades Pre-K – 4th grade.
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Texas Livestock Producers Eligible for USDA CRP Program To Combat 
Hay Shortages Caused By Severe Drought

(WASHINGTON) – U.S. Representative Chet Edwards announced that the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) has expanded acreage available under its Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
so that Texas Ag producers can combat hay shortages caused by severe drought conditions. 
Specifically, the USDA announced that livestock producers in Texas, Alabama, Colorado, Kansas, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wyoming are eligible for the 
program.

Edwards commended the USDA and Farm Service Agencies (FSA) statewide for their efforts to aid 
local communities and farmers hurt by the severe drought. 

"This is good news for Texas farmers, who have been hit hard by drought and have seen their supply of 
hay dwindle," said Edwards. "The federal government should play a leading role in lending a helping 
hand to those farmers who need it during this difficult time and it is my hope that this announcement 
will provide some timely relief to those Texas Ag producers who have been harmed by devastating 
drought."

Local FSA offices can provide farmers with further information. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has a 
map of counties approved for emergency haying and grazing with an approximate 150-mile radius on 
its web site. Click on "Conservation" at www.fsa.usda.gov http://www.fsa.usda.gov. Below is a copy of 
the USDA release:

USDA Expands Emergency CRP Haying & Grazing to Help Producers 
Affected by Drought

WASHINGTON, July 14, 2006 - Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Chuck Conner today announced the 
expansion of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acreage eligible for emergency haying and grazing 
for livestock producers in counties approved for haying and grazing in the states of Alabama, Colorado, 
Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming. 
Conner also announced that producers' CRP rental payment will be reduced by only 10% instead of 
the standard 25% on CRP lands that are grazed in 2006. 

"Drought conditions have created serious hardships for many farmers and ranchers in the Great Plains 
and other areas across the country," said Conner. "Today, I'm pleased to announce that USDA is 
expanding the CRP acreage open for emergency practices, such as haying and grazing, to provide relief 
for producers at a time when it is very much needed." 

The expansion will allow livestock producers from eligible counties to obtain needed hay or forage. The 
expanded area radiates 150 miles out from any county approved for emergency haying and grazing in 
any above-mentioned State. For convenience of CRP participants and the public, the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will post a map of counties approved for emergency haying and grazing with an 
approximate 150-mile radius to its web site by clicking "Conservation" at www.fsa.usda.gov <http://
www.fsa.usda.gov>.

CRP is a voluntary program that offers annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to establish 
long-term resource-conserving cover on eligible land. This action will permit approved CRP 
participants to cut hay or graze livestock on CRP acreage, providing supplemental forage to producers 
whose pastures have been adversely affected by drought. 

To be approved for emergency haying or grazing, a county must be listed as a level "D3 Drought - 
Extreme" or greater, or have suffered at least a 40 percent loss of normal moisture and forage for the 
preceding four-month qualifying period. State FSA committees are reminded they may authorize 
emergency haying or grazing of CRP in counties currently listed as level D3 drought according to the U.
S. Drought Monitor. CRP participants should submit applications with their local USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offices upon approval.

To participate:

* Livestock producers in counties approved for emergency haying or grazing assistance may purchase 
hay or conduct emergency haying and grazing of eligible CRP acreage from CRP participants (in the 
expanded area) willing to provide hay or haying and grazing.

* Livestock producers in counties approved for emergency haying or grazing assistance must certify 
they are an eligible livestock producer in an eligible county approved for emergency haying and grazing 
and that they are requesting emergency haying and grazing of eligible CRP acreage from another 
eligible CRP participant in the expanded area who is willing to provide hay or grazing. 

Continued on page 8.
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2005-06 Junior High Boys’ & Girls’ Perseverance Awards

 

Coach Greg Cranfill with Chauncey Cox and Ashley Durham with Coach Tonye Davis

 

Two beautiful labs. They are brother and sister; 2 years of age, up to date on 
their shots both have been spayed and neutered. Lady that owns the dogs 
would like them to stay together if at all possible, she lost her job and her 
house and has children and is moving into an apartment and can't keep the 
dogs. They are house broken, have their own kennels that will be going with 

them, they are housedogs and outside dogs.

For Sale

46" Big Screen TV w/wood grain cabinet

Sylvania Brand, Gently used 

PIP (picture to Picture)

254-733-5419 or 254-214-8382

Two wheel lawn mower trailer for sale at 105 Beard St. Itasca, TX $75.00

Helping Your Child Become a Reader

Reprinted with permission from the 

U.S. Department of Education

Your child may resist being read to or joining with you in reading activities. If so, keep trying the 
activities, but keep them playful. Remember that children vary a great deal in the ways that they learn. 
Don’t be concerned if your child doesn’t enjoy a certain activity that his or her friend of the same age 
loves. It is important, though, to keep an eye on how your child is progressing.

Watching Your Child Progress

As a parent, you can learn a lot about your child’s learning and watch for signs of possible problems. 
Here are some things to look for and to discuss with his or her teacher:

Starting at age 3 or 4: Does your child remember nursery rhymes, and can he or she play 
rhyming games?

At about age 4: Can your child get information or directions from conversations or books 
that are read aloud to him or her?

Kindergartners: Is your child beginning to name and write the letters and numbers that 
he or she sees in books, on billboards and signs, or in other places?

At age 5: Can your child play and enjoy simple word games in which two or more words 
start with the same sound? For example: "Name all the animals you can think of that 
start with d."

At age 5 and 6: Does your child show that he or she understands spoken words can be 
broken down into smaller parts (for example, by noticing the word big in bigger)? Does he 
or she seem to understand that you can change a small part of a word and make a 
different word (for example, by changing the first sound and letter of cat, you can make 
hat, sat, mat, bat, rat, and so on)?

Committee Members Needed

St. John’s Youth Alternative Program needs volunteers to serve on its program and fund raising 
committees. If you are interested, contact Johnny L. Bates, program coordinator at 254-687-2430. 

If under 18 years of age, you will need parents’ consent. If you are over 80 years old, you need God’s 
consent. Those of you between 18 and 80 all you need is FAITH and a desire to work. 

Itasca Sand & Gravel

Septic Systems, Sand/Rock Hauling * Driveway Repair

Wayne "Skipper" Laird- 254-582-1315

John Laird, Jr. – 817-517-9986
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I.H.S. Scholarships & Awards Wrap-Up

 

 

 

 

 

Top to bottom rows (left to right) The UIL Superintendent’s Scholarship is funded by the sale of 
reserve seats at the Special Events Center each year. The award goes to a student or students that 
participate in all UIL events. They must be a member of the band, compete in the Academic UIL Meet 
and play a sport. Dr. Ray Freeman presented Chris Taylor with this year’s UIL Superintendent’s 
Scholarship. 

 

Serena Nettles accepted the Olen Nuchols Memorial Scholarship from Dr. Freeman. The scholarship is 
presented annually. Serena also received the Proctor Baker Memorial Scholarship that was presented 
by Mrs. Linda Bassett (not pictured).

 

 

Receiving the first Brenton Hughes Scholarships were Caleb Mayberry and Nichole Channon. Brenton 
Hughes was a past coach and principal in Itasca. He passed away in the fall of 2005 and the scholarship 
was established in his honor. Presenting the scholarships was Mrs. Kelly Tinklenberg. 

Mrs. Linda Bassett presented the Hardaway Memorial Scholarship to Christy Lewis. The scholarship is 
given each year to a student that is going to attend Hill College and major in the business field.

Each year since the 1997-1998 school year, every graduating journalism student has received a 
scholarship. The amount of the scholarship depends on the student’s years of service to the community 
as a member of the Paw Print Press staff. Mrs. Barbara Petrash presented scholarships to Chelsea 
Henderson, Christy Lewis, Caleb Mayberry, Magen Middleton, Jordan Lloyd, Brittany DeSpain and 
Shawna Pratt scholarships for their 15 total years of service.

Pictured bottom right are the Commended Performance Award recipients for receiving a rating of 
commended on all parts of the TAKS test. Earning this honor was juniors Kendale Mayberry, Johanna 
Diaz, Rachel Anderson, Candice Kowalski and freshman Maria Worth. Junior Javier Medina is not 
pictured.
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USDA Expands Emergency CRP

Continued from page 5

* The primary nesting and brood rearing season of the State where the land to be hayed or grazed is 
located will be respected. For example, a portion of Minnesota is within the 150-mile range of North 
Dakota counties approved for emergency haying and grazing. Minnesota's nesting season ends August 
1. Livestock producers in North Dakota counties approved for emergency haying and grazing and who 
wish to hay or graze CRP acreage in Minnesota may begin August 2.

Only livestock operations located within approved counties are eligible for emergency haying or 
grazing of CRP acreage. CRP participants who do not own or lease livestock may rent or lease the 
grazing privilege to an eligible livestock farmer located in an approved county.

For all land enrolled in CRP that has been approved for emergency haying and grazing, the Farm 
Service Agency will reduce the payment reduction from 25 percent, which was announced earlier, to 10 
percent. This 10-percent payment reduction will be assessed based on the number of acres actually 
hayed or grazed times the CRP annual rental rate times 10 percent. CRP participants who prepaid the 
25 percent payment reduction will have the difference refunded. 

In addition to making forage available on CRP land, USDA is operating a range of programs to assist 
producers affected by drought or other natural disasters. 

More information on emergency haying and grazing is available at local FSA offices and online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov <http://www.fsa.usda.gov>, click on Conservation. 

Garage & Yard Sale Permits

All garage and yard sales must have a city permit. The cost is $4.00 for each yard/garage sale and you 
are only allowed to have four sales per year per address. Each sale must have a separate permit paid 
for and displayed before opening for business.

Public Notice

 

The emergency siren will be tested on the last Friday of every month between the hours of 12:00 noon 
and 1:00 p.m. When the siren is tested, you will hear four short blasts from the siren. We have four 
locations in the city from which to activate the siren and we have to check them all. 

In the event of an emergency, (severe weather, natural disaster or catastrophic event) the siren will be 
sounded continuously.

If you hear the siren being sounded continuously, seek shelter and turn on your television and radio for 
further information. 

Recent Death

Hooper, Hattie Ruth – Hattie Ruth Hooper, 95, of Hillsboro, died July 31, 2006, at Hill Regional 
Hospital. 

She was born May 11, 1911 in Dundee, Texas to Crawford Montgomery and Myrtle Grace (Martin) 
Hooper. She began teaching first grade in Files Valley, Texas and continued teaching until retiring in 
Amarillo after 46 years.

She was a sweet, loving and caring lady who charmed everyone around her. She will be greatly missed 
by everyone who knew her. She was a member of First United Methodist Church in Hillsboro.

Preceding her in death were her parents, six brothers and one sister.

She is survived by many nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

Services were held August 4, 2006 at Marshall & Marshall Funeral Directors East Side Chapel in 
Hillsboro with burial at Ridge Park Cemetery in Hillsboro, Texas.

Memorials may be made to First United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 673, Hillsboro, Texas 76645.

Gonzalez, Joe F. - Joe F. Gonzalez, 61, passed away August 1, 2006 at a Fort Worth Hospital.

He was born December 12, 1944 in Itasca to Elmer and Mary Flores Gonzalez and went to school in the 
Itasca Schools. He worked for Harbison & Fisher in Fort Worth for 20 years. He loved detailing cars, 
fixing things and helping others and will be missed by all who knew him. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Maria Leyendecker.

Survivors include: Sons, Jimmy Joe and Billy Joe Gonzalez; brothers, Benny and Pete Gonzalez; 
sisters, Olivia Hernandez, Janie Flores, Vera Gonzalez, and Flora G. Flores; and grandchildren, 
Payton, Marcus and Summer Gonzalez.

Services were held August 4 at the Clayton Kay-Vaughan Funeral Chapel in Itasca with burial in the 
Itasca Cemetery. 

Labrador Retrievers

 

Brown $400

Yellow $300

Black $200

Call 

Mr. & Mrs. Foster

254-687-2502
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Watermelon

Columnist Carl Sweeney 

Mark Twain is quoted as saying, "Watermelon is chief of this world’s luxuries, king by 
the grace of God over all fruits of the earth." When one has tasted it, he knows what 
the angels eat. I have found no one who will argue with that statement!

Each year we look forward to watermelon season, which invariably reminds of when we were young 
during this season.

My personal memory is when the first melons came to market in the 1930’s. They first sold for 2 ½ 
cents per pound. Dad thought that was too high. He knew that in a couple of weeks the price would 
drop to 1 ½ cents per pound and that is when he bought one. He went to the ice house or grocery store 
and bought a big one. He wrapped it in a quilt to keep it cool until he got home. We gathered on the 
porch and cut it. We ate until we could hardly move. That first one sure tasted good. We did not seem 
to have much luck raising melons in the black land. Some came from the Cross Timbers locally. After 
the melons were eaten, mother trimmed the pink from the rind and made pickles or watermelons rind 
preserves.

It seemed to us young folks that the melons tasted better if we swiped them from 
the farmers’ field. There were lots of tales about that practice; one was when a 
farmer put a sign on the fence saying that "he had poisoned one melon in the 
patch." We did not really believe him, but we did not bother that patch, just in 
case. Another was when a young woman reached through the fence and got a 

melon. When she got home she discovered that her watch was missing. She has to go back and run the 
risk of getting caught to see if she could find it. Sure enough there was her watch hanging on the fence 
where she reached through. There were many other tales connected with watermelon theft in those 
days involving shotguns and various methods of discipline if caught. 

Watermelons are categorized as a vegetable, but we think of it as a fruit. It is 92% water, with vitamin 
A, C, Iron, Calcium, Potassium, and Fiber, also 15 to 20 mg of Lycopene. When picking a melon to 
determine ripeness it should be a light yellow on the bottom, the stem should be dead or brown, and no 
soft spots should be on it. To determine if it is ripe by thumping seems to be an art. They say it should 
have a metallic sound, if it sounds dead or dull it is overripe.

There are contests connected to watermelon festivals, eating contest are number 1 with seed spitting not 
far behind. Luling, Texas has a festival each year and the seed spitting distance record there is 68 feet. 
For the last 17 years, Allen Watts has grown the biggest melon to date at Luling, Texas. It was 81 lbs. 
and sold at auction for $8,200. Another famous watermelon festival is held each August in Hope, 
Arkansas. This year it will be on the August 10 through August 13. I think Hope is really the foremost 
watermelon capital. They raise the biggest melons with the record holders’ seeds selling at a premium. 
A man named Lloyd Bright and his son are the record holders. It is not unusual for them to bring in a 
load averaging 110 lbs. to 200 lbs. each. In 1973, they grew one that weighed 260 lbs. and made the 
Guinness Books of Records. In 1985, they had one that weighed 262 lbs and last year’s weighted a 
whopping 268 lbs.

Another popular melon in Texas is the cantaloupe; in fact, it may be more 
popular in Texas because it is eaten more often. Years ago Presidio, Texas 
was the cantaloupe capitol of Texas, but it seems to have faded away. When 
I inquired, they told me that they do not have commercial crops there any 
more because there is very little water in the Rio Grande River, where their 
irrigation water came from. Now the melons from the Pecos, Texas area are 
the most popular. They are not a special variety of seeds. They are the same 

hybrid types used throughout the industry. The locals will tell you the melons distinctive sweetness 
comes from a combination of hot sun, dry air, and alkaline soil found no where else. Horticulturists 
note unusually high levels of calcium and other elements and theorize about the effects of mineralized 
irrigation water and desert like growing condition. A very few however, insist the secret is merely vine 
ripening. Whatever the explanation, something delightful happens when they are grown in West Texas.

They started growing melons in the Pecos area in the 1880’s. They apply 30 to 40 inches of water a year. 



The Pecos Cantaloupe Festival is held annually at the Reeves County Civic Center, with the usual 
contests and activities. This year the Festival was August 1 and August 2.
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Moving from Elementary to Middle School

Reprinted from National PTA

The first day of middle school is a kind of independence day for kids. The structure and environment of 
middle school not only encourages but also demands a much higher level of independence than 
elementary school.

Expectations increase in middle school, with students expected to manage six or seven classes and each 
one’s homework load and be able to deal with a bigger school. Students often move from an elementary 
school of a few hundred to a middle school often numbering near a thousand. Unlike elementary school, 
middle school students move from classroom to classroom and teacher to teacher, so there is a lot more 
to negotiate.

Because of these big changes, parents need to stay involved and help their children grow in their 
independence. Here are some things parents can do to support their middle schoolers:

Keep the lines of communication open between you and your preteen. Ask open-ended 
questions, which require more than a yes or no answer. For example, you might ask, 
"What did you do that was interesting today?"

Continue to provide rules and structure for your children, inviting them to contribute to 
the establishment of the rules.

Encourage your preteens early on to familiarize themselves with their class schedule, 
locker procedures, school rules, and so forth to decrease anxiety.

Provide opportunities for your preteen to become more responsible, whether it is locating 
volunteer opportunities in the community or assigning them regular household chores.

Get to know the school’s administration and faculty, so that you can keep track of your 
preteen’s progress.

Request copies of the school calendar, discipline and other policies, class outlines, and so 
forth if these are not routinely sent to parents. Make sure, too, that you receive your 
student’s report card every quarter.

Continue to do things as a family, whether it is having dinner together or taking daytrips 
to places of interest to your child.
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