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Arellano named 

"Most Valuable Employee"

The annual employee awards were presented at the regular meeting of 
the Itasca City Council.

Mayor Dave Heald acknowledged the hard work and diligence Albert 
Arellano and his crew had shown in maintaining the infrastructure of 
Itasca. 

"The "Most Valuable Employee" describes Arellano," Heald said. "The city is fortunate to have 
such a caring and dedicated employee. For the last two years, Arellano had taken home the "Most 
Dedicated Employee" award. We may need to combine the two as they both describe the job 
Albert does for the city." 

Knox Receives Journalism Awards

Press Release - Photo courtesy of Wise County Messenger

Brian Knox, Assistant Editor of the Wise County Messenger, recently won 
several awards for his writing in the 2006 Better Newspaper Contest for 
the North and East Texas Press Association. Brian won first place for an 
editorial on selection of school superintendents, won third place in the 
journalist of the year competition, and also won a first place in feature 
writing for a story on a high school student’s successful battle against 
breast cancer. 

 

Continued on page 3.

R.E. Lee Masonic Lodge #449 Presents Students, 
Teacher Mirabeau B. Lamar Award

Mr. David Hernandez proudly accepted the Mirabeau B. Lamar Medal 
of Teaching Excellence Award from Master of the Lodge Max Omberg 
and Joe Daniels.

Hernandez is the Wampus Cat Band director and has worked at Itasca 
for ten years. 

The Masonic Mirabeau B. Lamar Award for Outstanding Students is 
given to students that achieve in school but also strive to be good people 
in life. Serena Nettles and Chris Taylor were the 2006 recipients of this 
honor.

 

 

 

Low Interest Drought Disaster Loans Available For Farmers

Press Release

U.S. Representative Chet Edwards announced that the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will make available low interest loans to farmers in District 17 counties harmed by severe 
drought conditions since January 1 of this year. McLennan, Bosque, and Johnson counties were 
designated primary disaster areas and Hill, Hood, Somervell, and Limestone counties as 
contiguous disaster areas in congressional district 17. 

Continued on page 3
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my 
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this 
temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

We know that God created man from the ground

What kind of soil are you? Mark 4: 1-9, 13-20

Are you the wayside soil: soil that has never been cultivated, packed, and the seeds have fallen and the 
birds have eaten them without you even knowing that they were there?

Are you the stony places: where the seeds sprang up; but wilted in the heat of the day, because of the 
shallow soil they had no root? 

Are you the soil of thorns: where the cares of the world have choked out God’s seed?

Are you the good soil: where the word of God has grown and prospered?

Whatever the soil, won’t you join us for worship at the

CHURCH OF CHRIST 200 N. Aquilla Itasca.

Where one helps clear the ground, one sows, another waters, and God gives the increase. We strengthen and 
edify one another. 1 Cor. 3: 17-19

June Police Report

6-12 – Assisted DPS – Minor accident – I-35-W Exit 12

6-12 – Theft report – 300 blk. N. Hill St.

6-12 – Forgery report – FM 67

6-13 – Information call – 300 blk. S. Wall St.

6-14 – Id theft report – Covington

6-16 – Assault report – 900 blk. Mill St.

6-16 – Served warrant for arrest – Hwy 81

6-17 – Traffic stop – No DL/No Insurance – Vehicle impounded – I-35-W southbound mm 7

6-18 – Verbal disturbance – 400 blk. S. Lamar St.

6-18 – Motorist complaint – I-35-W northbound mm 3-9

6-18 – Public service call – 400 blk. Lamar St.

6-19 – Assisted Hillsboro PD

6-19 – Assisted stranded motorist – I-35 W mm 11

6-19 – Arrested subject on criminal trespass warrants

6-19 – Arrested subject on forgery warrants – 600 blk. S. Files St.

6-19 – Investigated patient complaint – 500 blk. S. Files St.

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the Itasca City Council will hold a public hearing at the Municipal 
Court Building, 136 North Hill, Itasca, TX on Monday, July 17, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. to review an 
application from Luis Gabino for the re-zoning of Barnes A-73 Track 18 0.4224 AC (N 35’ Martin 
Addition Block 7 Lot 9) from Commercial (C-1) to Single Family Residential District (SF-1). The 
re-zoning would allow Luis Gabino to place a home on the listed property.

Felicia Mayberry

Office of Code Enforcement

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during summer months 

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!
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Knox Honored

Continued from page 1.

He had already won an award from the American Cancer Society for this same story. At the 
North and East Texas Press Association contest, the Wise County Messenger was named the top 
semi-weekly newspaper, winning its division with 1200 points. The second place paper had 675 
points.

Brian was also recently presented a Citation of Merit from the TMA’s (Texas Medical 
Association) Anson Jones, MD, Awards, for the above mentioned story on the breast cancer 
survivor. The first place winner and the recipient of the Honorable Mention awards in Brian’s 
category (Small-Circulation Print) were from papers with circulations of 43,000 and 56,000 (daily) 
The Wise County Messenger is a twice weekly paper with a 6,500 circulation. (Citation of Merit 
was similar to a second place award.) Representatives from Cook Children’s Hospital in Fort 
Worth and from Wise Regional Hospital in Decatur presented Brian with a framed certificate and 
a cash award.

The Wise County Messenger Saturday won the Sweepstakes award for large twice-weekly 
newspapers at the annual Texas Press Association convention in The Woodlands. The paper won 
first place in general excellence, advertising, feature story, news photo, sports photo and page 
design. Brian Knox won a first place award in feature writing for two of his stories. This marks 
the fifth consecutive year the Messenger has won Sweepstakes in the TPA contests. 

Brian, a 1995 graduate of Itasca High School, is the son of Diane and Charles Barnes of Itasca and 
grandson of Doris Sumner. He and his wife, Amanda (pictured center), now live in Decatur, Texas.

Loans Available For District 17 Farmers in McLennan, Bosque, 
Johnson, Hill, Hood, Somervell, and Limestone Countries

Continued from page 1.

Other Texas counties deemed drought disaster areas by the USDA are Bell, Coryell, Erath, 
Parker, Tarrant, Hamilton, Milam, and Falls Counties. 

Edwards, as a member of the House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee, 
commended the USDA and Farm Service Agencies (FSA) statewide for their efforts to aid local 
communities and farmers hurt by the severe drought. 

"When a community is hit hard by drought, the federal government should play a role in lending 
a helping hand to those farmers who need it," said Edwards.

The disaster designation makes farm operators in both primary and contiguous counties eligible to 
be considered for low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), which will 
consider each application based on extent of loss and other factors. 

Local FSA offices can provide farmers with further information. 

VA Announces to Provide Free Credit Monitoring

Press Release

As part of the continuing efforts by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to protect and assist 
those potentially affected by the recent data theft that occurred at an employee’s Maryland home, 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs R. James Nicholson today announced that VA will provide one year 
of free credit monitoring to people whose sensitive personal information may have been stolen in 
the incident.

"VA continues to take aggressive steps to protect and assist people who may be potentially 
affected by this data theft," said Nicholson. "VA has conducted extensive market research on 
available credit monitoring solutions, and has been working diligently to determine how VA can 
best serve those whose information was stolen." 

"Free credit monitoring will help safeguard those who may be affected, and will provide them 
with the peace of mind they deserve," he added. 

The Secretary said VA has no reason to believe the perpetrators who committed this burglary 
were targeting the data, and Federal investigators believe that it is unlikely that identity theft has 
resulted from the data theft. 

The VA will solicit bids from qualified companies to provide a comprehensive credit monitoring 
solution. After the VA hires a credit monitoring company, the Department will send a detailed 
letter to people whose sensitive personal information may have been included in the stolen data. 
This letter will explain credit monitoring and how eligible people can enroll or "opt-in" for the 
services. The Department expects to have the services in place and the letters mailed by mid-
August.

As part of VA’s efforts to prevent such an incident from happening again, Secretary Nicholson 
previously announced a series of personnel changes in the Office of Policy and Planning, where the 
breach occurred. 

People who believe they may be affected by the data theft can go to www.firstgov.gov for more 
information. VA also continues to operate a call center that people can contact to get information 
about this incident and learn more about consumer-identity protections. That toll free number is 1-
800-FED INFO (1-800-333-4636). The call center is operating from 8:00 am to 9:00 pm (EDT), 
Monday-Saturday as long as it is needed. 
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2006 Outstanding Academic Students

Outstanding English, 

 

Social Studies Student

 

Brittany DeSpain received the English award from Ms. Janet Gordon. 
Brittany also received the Social Studies Award from Mrs. Judie 
McClure.

Brittany will attend Texas A&M in the fall.

 

Outstanding Math Student

Shawna Pratt received the Outstanding Math Student Award from Mrs. 
Monell Weatherly. Shawna was a member of the UIL number sense team.

Shawna will attend Texas A&M University in the fall.

 

Outstanding Science Student

Rachel Box earned the Outstanding Science Student Award. 
Presenting the award was Mrs. Brenda Swilley. Rachel also received a C.F. Vending/Dr. Pepper 
Scholarship, Student Council Scholarship and a Molly Crouch Anderson Scholarship.

Outstanding Technology Student

 

Mrs. Sally Crouch presented the Outstanding Technology 
Application Student Award to Luis Castellanos. 

Luis was also a recipient of a Desktop Publishing Scholarship. He 
plans to attend TSTC in the fall.

 

Outstanding Band Student

John Phillip Sousa Award

 

Chris Taylor proudly accepted the John Phillip Sousa Award from 
Band Director David Hernandez. The award is presented each year 
to the graduating outstanding band student.

Chris was named Band Beau during marching season and he 
received Mirabeau B. Lamar Award from the R. E. Lee Mason 

Lodge #449 in Itasca. 
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Elementary 6th Six Weeks

"A" Honor Roll

Grade 1- Garrett Arellano, Louis Arellano. Taylor Campbell, Lainey Cavazos, Donavan Garcia, 
Courtnee Gore, Callie Pittman, Aliegha Rodriguez, Chandley Sargent, Autum Throckmorton, 
Cameron Wells, Elizabeth Wood

Grade 2- Fathe Altum, Tommy Ashley, Missy Barron, Madison Bassett, Shaun Castro, Devin 
Crawford, Cesar Diaz, Devin Donawho, Brandi Fehnel, Kassandra Gabino, Harley Germer, 
Leticia Gonzales, Jesus Gutierrez, Allena Heath, Andrea Hightower, Tyler Kittoe, Bradley 
Martinez, James Melson, Wesley Neese, Lizbeth Ramirez, Armanda Rodriguez, Amber Jean 
Schronk, Chelsea Searcy, Bailey Vaughan, Crisol Zavala

Grade 3- Shaq Ashford, Nicole Beaty, Garrett Bruton, Peyton Cordell, Darrion Crawford, 
Brandon Farquhar, Bryanna Flores, Hunter Germer, Gabriel Macias, Tre’ Martinez, Bekah 
Payne, Trever Sellers, Chloe Sheffer, Tristan Sulak, Johnathan Young

Grade 4- Amanda Anderson, Shelbee Coleman, Chelsae Faries, Kaleigh Lightsey, Kayla Lott, 
Weston Nettles, Emma Orr, Sam Orr, Darrell Rasco, Ashlie Rodriguez 

6th Six Weeks "A-B" Honor Roll

Grade 1- Jimmy Arellano, Marshal Couldron, Karla Cruz, Jose Delgado, DeeJay Dulaney, 
Kenneth Fails, Anthony Fowler, Robert Kirkpatrick, Jacob Lacy, Darius Lara, Kaleb McGill, 
Daniel Montes, Christian Runyon, Paul Sais, Jacob Schronk, Travis Shelby, Karon Webb

Grade 2- Bryant Barber, Trey Cole, Esteban Cruz, Lili DeLaTorre, William East, Adrian Flores, 
Kristina Graham, Brenda Hernandez, Lydon Lain, Keith Mitchell, Abraham Ortega, Rebeca 
Ortega, Tiffany Ramos, Haley Rodriguez, Michael Terrell

Grade 3- DaSha Anderson, Macy Arellano, Skylar Campbell, Ashley Carlson, Devin Diggs, Mason 
Farquhar, Shalunte Frederick, Juan Gonzales, Rebecca Jordon, Logan Langley, Kristian 
Mangum, Kierra Mayberry, Beau Ray, Shannon Rodriguez, Emilee Ross, Megan Scoggins, 
Adrian Segura, Devin Smith, Megan Terrell, Kathie Wilkins

Grade 4- Nic Arellano, Cayd Biggs, Destiny Brooks, C.J. Bruton, Eduardo Castellanos, Elsa 
Castellanos, Brittany Cook, Karen Coronado, NaNa Davis, Andrew Fails, Jessica Farquhar, 
Natalia Filio, Breelle Garcia, Destinie Gutierrez, Fisher Hennig, Haley Johnston, Noah Karr, 
Joshua Lacy, Kameron Mayberry, Ema Payne, Tristen Prescott, Carter Reid, Ednita Rivera, 
Susie Rodriguez, Amber Shelby, Victoria Silva, Megan Spain, Jordan Whitfield

2005-06 School Year Elementary 

"A" Honor Roll

Grade 1- Garrett Arellano, Louis Arellano. Taylor Campbell, Lainey Cavazos, Karla Cruz, 
Donavan Garcia, Robert Kirkpatrick, Jacob Lacy, Darius Lara, Kaleb McGill, Callie Pittman, 
Aliegha Rodriguez, Chandley Sargent, Autum Throckmorton, Cameron Wells, Elizabeth Wood

Grade 2- Fathe Altum, Tommy Ashley, Bryant Barber, Missy Barron, Madison Bassett, Shaun 
Castro, Devin Crawford, Cesar Diaz, Devin Donawho, Brandi Fehnel, Adrian Flores, Kassandra 
Gabino, Harley Germer, Leticia Gonzales, Jesus Gutierrez, Allena Heath, Andrea Hightower, 
Tyler Kittoe, Lydon Lain, Bradley Martinez, James Melson, Wesley Neese, Abraham Ortega, 
Lizbeth Ramirez, Armanda Rodriguez, Haley Rodriguez, Amber Jean Schronk, Chelsea Searcy, 
Michael Terrell, Bailey Vaughan, Armandre Vega, Crisol Zavala

Grade 3- Garrett Bruton, Skylar Campbell, Peyton Cordell, Devin Diggs, Brandon Farquhar, 
Mason Farquhar, Bryanna Flores, Hunter Germer, Gabriel Macias, Tre’ Martinez, Bekah Payne, 
Trever Sellers, Chloe Sheffer, Tristan Sulak, Megan Terrell, Johnathan Young

Grade 4- Amanda Anderson, Shelbee Coleman, Chelsae Faries, Fisher Hennig, Noah Karr, 
Kaleigh Lightsey, Kayla Lott, Weston Nettles, Emma Orr, Sam Orr, Darrell Rasco, Ashlie 
Rodriguez 

"A-B" Honor Roll for 2005-06 School Year

Grade 1- Jimmy Arellano, Marshal Couldron, Jose Delgado, DeeJay Dulaney, Kenneth Fails, 
Courtnee Gore, Augustin Pacheco, Christian Runyon, Paul Sais, Jesse Savala, Jacob Schronk, 
Travis Shelby, Macey Terrell, Karon Webb

Grade 2- Trey Cole, Esteban Cruz, Lili DeLaTorre, William East, Daniel Garcia, Kristina 
Graham, Tanner Graig, Brenda Hernandez, Keith Mitchell, Rebeca Ortega, Tiffany Ramos

Grade 3- DaSha Anderson, Macy Arellano, Shaq Ashford, Nicole Beaty, Ashley Carlson, Darrion 
Crawford, Khilah Frederick, Shalunte Frederick, Juan Gonzales, Rebecca Jordon, Demetrie 
Juarez, Logan Langley, Kristian Mangum, Kierra Mayberry, Beau Ray, Shannon Rodriguez, 
Emilee Ross, Megan Scoggins, Adrian Segura, Devin Smith, Kathie Wilkins, Scott Williams

Grade 4- Nic Arellano, Cayd Biggs, Destiny Brooks, C.J. Bruton, Elsa Castellanos, Nick Castillo, 
Brittany Cook, Karen Coronado, NaNa Davis, Darion Diggs, Andrew Fails, Jessica Farquhar, 
Natalia Filio, Breelle Garcia, Destinie Gutierrez, Haley Johnston, Joshua Lacy, Kameron 
Mayberry, Taylor Minyard, Ema Payne, Tristen Prescott, Carter Reid, Ednita Rivera, Susie 
Rodriguez, Kylie Sheffer, Amber Shelby, Victoria Silva, Megan Spain, Jordan Whitfield
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2005-2006 Sports’ Awards

Girls Perseverance 
Award

Elizabeth Quintero, Coach 
Davis

Boys Perseverance 
Award 

Sean Smith, Coach Cranfill

Four Sport Letter Female 
Athletes

 

Brittany DeSpain, Coach Davis, 
Cayce Mitchell, Rikki Mason

   

Five Sport Letter 
Athlete

Sean Smith, Coach Cranfill

Four Sport Letter 
Male Athlete

Caleb Mayberry, Coach 
Cranfill

All-American 
Cheerleaders

Rose Strona, Mrs. Kelly 
Tinklenberg, Rachel Box, Cayce 

Mitchell
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May City Council Meeting

The Itasca City Council met in a regular session on Monday, May 15, 2006 in the Council 
Chambers, 136 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas. Mayor David Heald called the meeting to order. Members 
present were Steve Solis, James Bouldin, Susie Davis, John Laird and Harvey Wilson. Bettye 
Lewis gave the invocation.

A motion to approve minutes of the April 17, 2006 meeting and approve payment of bills was 
made by John Laird, second by Harvey Wilson; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Randy Kline explained the Itasca Fire Department Monthly Activity Report for the month of 
April 2006. David Bowman reported on the Water and Sewer Operations.

Bettye Lewis gave the Zoning Committee report and presented several permit applications that 
were approved or denied. Approved applications included the Central Baptist Church of 401 E. 
Monroe for a sign, 312 S. Hill for a fence, 405 E. South for a garage and fence, 108 W. Wilkerson 
for a fence, 610 S. Files for a storage building, 705 E. Adams for a fence and carport, 102 Beard 
Dr. for a storage building and the Third Day Worship of 107 E. Adams for a storage building. 
Denied applications included 305 S. Weaver for a travel trailer and 210 W. Adams for a storage 
building and carport.

Chief of Police John Griscavage explained the monthly Police Activity Report. Code Enforcement 
Officer Felicia Mayberry gave the February Monthly Activity Report from the Office of Code 
Enforcement. She explained what code violation notices were being sent to property owners in the 
City and the status of each violation. 

The Council reviewed the bid proposals regarding the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Maintenance Operations to maintain the daily operational tasks of the water production and 
wastewater treatment plants. The City received bid proposals from Bowman H20 and J.T. 
Williams Construction. Harvey Wilson made a motion to table for further consideration and 
schedule a work session for Thursday, May 25, 2006, seconded by John Laird; unanimous vote. 
Motion Carried. 

The agenda item to discuss and consider increasing water rates to cover the cost of water 
production was tabled for the work session scheduled for Thursday, May 25, 2006 on a motion 
made by Steve Solis, seconded by Susie Davis; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Harvey Wilson made a motion to approve Mayor Pro-Tem Susie Davis as a signatory on the bank 
accounts for the City of Itasca, seconded by Steve Solis; unanimous vote. Motion carried. 

The Council had a discussion to consider Engagement Letter for the FY 2005-2006 audit. A 
motion for approval to retain the auditors of Witherspoon, Yeldell & Wilson was made by John 
Laird, seconded by James Bouldin; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

The Council and John Griscavage had a discussion regarding concurrence or non-concurrence 
with the HOTCOG Texas Homeland Security Region Response Plan. Mr. Griscavage explained 
that HOTCOG wants to know if the Council is aware of the plan and that HOTCOG needs the 
Council to take action for concurrence or non-concurrence with the plan. The action by the 
Council does not adopt the plan at this time. A motion to approve concurrence with the HOTCOG 
Texas Homeland Security Region Response Plan was made by Susie Davis, second by Steve Solis; 
unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Richard Lorenz, a representative for TXU Electric Delivery, gave a presentation regarding a 
proposed Letter Agreement for the Extension and Modification of Settlement between TXU 
Electric Delivery and the Steering Committee of Cities served by TXU Electric Delivery & 
Agreement to resolve outstanding franchise issues. Mr. Lorenz explained the history and the 
proposed letter agreement to the Council. Harvey Wilson made a motion to approve and accept 
the letter agreement, second by Susie Davis; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Richard Lorenz addressed the Council to consider an Ordinance to renew the City of Itasca 
franchise agreement with TXU Electric Delivery. He explained that the current franchise 
agreement expires soon and the renew franchise agreement will be for twenty (20) years. The first 
reading for the Ordinance was read by the City Secretary. Susie Davis made a motion to accept 
the first reading, second by James Bouldin; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

The discussion on the proposed FY 2006-2007 Operating Budget was tabled for a work session 
scheduled for May 30, 2006 on a motion made by Susie Davis, second by Steve Solis; unanimous 
vote. Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.

See page 8 for the minutes of the May 30 workshop.

Antique Alley Grows!

Greater Grandview Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that Maypearl has joined in 
and added 10 miles to the Antique Alley shopping trail. More details to come in the near future! 
Contact: Maypearl C. Wilbur 817-308-4797, Grandview N. Redmon 817-240-4948, Cleburne – M. 
Ammons 817-645-2722 Next date: Sept. 15 - 17, 2006
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City Council Workshop

The Itasca City Council met in a Special Session/Workshop on Tuesday, May 30, 2006 in the 
Council Chambers, 136 N. Hill, Itasca, Texas. Mayor David Heald called the meeting to order at 
6:00 pm. Members present were Steve Solis, James Bouldin, Susie Davis, John Laird and Harvey 
Wilson.

The Council had a discussion to consider increasing water rates to cover the cost of water 
production. Harvey Wilson made a motion to put on the agenda for the next regular council 
meeting an ordinance to raise the water rates from $3.00 to $4.00 per thousand gallons thereafter 
the minimum charge, second by John Laird; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

The awarding of bid proposals for the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Maintenance 
Operations were reviewed and considered by the Council. Susie Davis made a motion to first send 
a letter of termination giving thirty (30) days written notice to Bowman H20 and second to accept 
bid proposal from J.T. Williams Construction, second by Steve Solis; unanimous vote. Motion 
carried.

The amendments for FY 2005-2006 Operating Budget were reviewed and considered by the 
Council. John Laird made a motion to approve and accept the amendments, second by Harvey 
Wilson; unanimous vote. Motion carried.

The Council reviewed the Proposed FY 2006-2007 Operating Budget and agreed to present the 
proposed budget at the next regular meeting for approval.

The Council agreed to set a Public Hearing on the Proposed FY 2006-2007 Operating Budget for 
June 19, 2006 at 6:00 pm.

The proper procedures of the various Citizens Committees were discussion by the Council. The 
Council agreed to cancel future meetings of the Substandard Building Committee and instructed 
the City Attorney to review any possible amendments that could be made to the current 
Substandard Building Ordinance.

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm.

Meeting of Hill County Genealogical Society Changed Due to Holiday

Press Release

The Hill County Genealogical Society will meet Monday, July 10, 2006 at the Hill County 
Courthouse Annex Meeting Room, 126 Covington Street, in Hillsboro, at 6:30 P.M. instead of its 
usual meeting date of the first Monday of the month.

The 125th Birthday Celebration and the History of the City of Hubbard will be discussed by 
Paulette Beckham Fulton. The City of Hubbard was founded on August 11, 1881. The Birthday 
Celebration is set for Saturday, August 12. Visitors are always welcome. 

Vacation Bible School

Itasca First United Methodist Church invites you to be one of our Bible School 

"Treasure Seekers"

July 10 – 14 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

Crafts, Music, Bible Stories, Refreshments & Playtime. 

We look forward to you joining us.

Susan at 817-240-3553 or Pam at 687-2948 if you have any questions.

Support Itasca Elementary by Saving General Mills

Box Tops 4 Education 

Please continue to save your box tops. The school has raised over $800 for the school with your 
help.

Homebound?

Meals Delivered to Your Home.

Low cost or free

Call Meals on Wheels

687-2310 - Ask for Eunice

For Rent

3 bedroom home - Contains washer, dryer, fridge, dishwasher, dining table and couches

606 E Adams

687-9937 or 903 390-0021.

REWARD

Lost Black Labrador Retriever 

answers to the name of Sam.

Last seen on June 28, 2006. 

If you have any information please call Joe Crumpacker at 972 493-3662.

House for Rent

Small two bedrooms Call 687-2709

Quality Carpentry

Jerry Murray

All types of carpentry, Basic electrical & plumbing & Custom Furniture

804 S. Third St. Grandview, TX

817-602-4200
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Itinerant Peddler 

Columnist Carl Sweeney 

 

In the early years when people lived far from town and there 
were few or no automobiles, and even in the later years, as late 
as the 1950s, the peddler was a popular person or event. The 
housewife as well as the children looked forward to his coming. 
He had grocery staples such as salt, sugar, flour, some canned 
goods, household hardware, cooking utensils, medicine, and 
farm tools. A delight to the children was that he carried candy 
and other sweets, especially popular BB Batts and bubble gum. I 

remember one person who always brought an RC Cola and a moon pie.

Money, eggs, chickens, and other items were used to purchase or trade for his products. One man 
came around a couple times a year selling subscriptions to the "Semi-Weekly Farm News". We at 
our house traded him chickens for a subscription, he had a model "T" Ford pick-up with chicken 
crates in the back.

There were peddlers who purchased products on their own and resold it and there were others 
who were affiliated with a company, such as Raleigh or Watkins. 

Some of our distant relatives told us that there was a man in their area who 
had a red truck and they called him "The Red Peddler". He had a whistle 
on his truck similar to a train whistle; you could hear him for miles. They 
started preparing for him before he arrived. Sometimes these people were 
called, "Rolling Stores" with different methods of conveyances as mention. 
There were a few who bought used school buses, installed shelves, and 
modified it for their rolling store.

There were many stories about the Peddlers, such as the moon pie and RC 
Cola man. One was about a little girl who came out with a nickel in her hand and asked, "How 
much is a loaf of bread?" When told it was $.14, she said, "Give me a nickels worth." Another 
who came out of the barn with some still warm eggs and wanted to trade them for some bubble 
gum.

I remember that the peddler that came to our area on the mountain and at Pluto was the "Raleigh 
Man." This brings to mind when as young boys we could sell so many cans of Cloverine Salve and 
were awarded a little .22 rifle, mine was a "Hamilton." It then cost $2.50 in the hardware store, 
but then who had $2.50?

I guess the most popular and successful company in those days, and still is to this day is the 
"Watkins Company." Before there was a pharmacy on every corner or gourmet shop in every 
town, there was Watkins. In 1868, 28 year old J.R. Watkins founded the J.R. Watkins Medical 
Company in Plainview, Minnesota. It was one of America’s first natural remedies company, where 
associates market directly to consumers. They have been committed to honesty and integrity, and 
continuous improvement through a network of independent entrepreneurs. Mr. Watkins first 
product was Watkins Red Liniment.

In 1885, Watkins moved his company to Winona, Minnesota, a booming logging town on the 
Mississippi River. In 1895, they introduced vanilla extract, black pepper, and cinnamon. In 1901, 
they published the "First Watkins Almanac Home Doctor and Cookbook." A complete collection 
of almanacs and calendars are featured in the Watkins’ Museum in Winona, Minnesota.

Space does not permit listing of all the Watkins’ accomplishments and products, but the following 
are some of them. In 1922 - herb tablets (vitamins), 1940 - there were 200 products and 10,000 
associates, 1928 - Watkins’ won gold medal honors at the Paris International Expositions, 1942 - 
90% of its products were dedicated to the war effort, such as dried eggs, dessert powder, 
insecticides, and many others, 1999 - they had over 350 products and 45,000 men and women 
associates in North America. 

Committee Members Needed

Press Release

St. John’s Youth Alternative Program needs volunteers to serve on its program and fund raising 
committees. If you are interested, contact Johnny L. Bates, program coordinator at 254-687-2430. 

If under 18 years of age, you will need parents’ consent. If you are over 80 years old, you need 
God’s consent. Those of you between 18 and 80 all you need is FAITH and a desire to work. 
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Molly Crouch Anderson Scholarship 

Fourteen very excited young women received 



scholarships from the Molly Crouch Anderson Memorial 
Scholarship foundation totaling $7,500.

The late Molly Crouch Anderson, daughter of the late W.
T. and the late Mamie Crouch, left the endowment for 
the benefit of Itasca High graduates. 

Receiving scholarships from High School Principal Glenn 
Pittman were (left to right –front row) Rachel Box, 

Chelsea Henderson, Shawna Pratt, Sheree Burch, Ashley Johnson and Lakishia Mayberry. Back 
row (l-r) Christy Lewis, Magen Middleton, Jordan Lloyd, Serena Nettles, Krista Billingsley, 
Nichole Channon, Brittany DeSpain and Danitra Marshall.

Molly, a graduate of Baylor University in Waco and Southern Methodist University Law School, 
valued education and her generosity of this endowment is very much appreciated by these 
graduates, as it will afford them the opportunity of a higher education.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Itasca is applying for a grant to improve the wastewater system. Nancy Weaver is the 
surveyor for the city to collect information to support the grant application. Ms. Weaver will be 
going door to door beginning Friday, July 14, 2006 to determine the number of persons living in 
each residence and documenting the number of household that have low-to-moderate incomes. All 
information gathered will be held in confidence. Your cooperation in completing the surveys is 
appreciated. 

We have all tried it our way,

won't you try God's way?

Join us for worship at the

Church of Christ Sunday

200 N. Aquilla 9:45AM

Itasca, TX 10:45AM

6:30AM

Wednesday 6:30PM

Lil’ Cat Cheer Camp

The Itasca Varsity Cheerleaders will hold their Lil' Cat Cheer Camp Monday, July 17 through 
Wednesday, July 19. 

The camp is open for children ages 3 through 6th grade and is $25 for all ages. 

The registration deadline has been extended and walk-ins are welcome. You may pick up 
registration forms at Jimmy's, Dollar General, and Janet's Beauty Barn. 

Hope to see you there. Go Cats!

Itasca Varsity Cheerleaders

REWARD

 

Lost Black Labrador Retriever 

answers to the name of Sam.

Last seen on June 28, 2006. 

If you have any information please call Joe Crumpacker at 972 493-3662.

HOMEBOUND?

Meals Delivered to Your Home.

Low cost or free

Call Meals on Wheels

687-2310 - Ask for Eunice

Committee Members Needed

St. John’s Youth Alternative Program needs volunteers to serve on its program and fund raising 
committees. If you are interested, contact Johnny L. Bates, program coordinator at 254-687-2430. 

If under 18 years of age, you will need parents’ consent. If you are over 80 years old, you need 
God’s consent. Those of you between 18 and 80 all you need is FAITH and a desire to work. 

Looking For a Good Home

I'm a male yellow lab-mix that was unfortunately "dumped" from what I thought 
was a loving home. I'm presently being fostered by a nice couple but they have too 
many pets. If you can lend me a hand, please help with a foster or permanent 
home. I will require an adoption fee of $65 to help cover the cost of my 
sterilization. If you can help me out please call Bobbie at 694-1098. Thanks, 

"Yella"

Wampus Cat Football Camp

July 24, 25 & 26

Incoming 7th, 8th, & 9th Graders

$20 each (includes free t-shirt)

Bring money first day of camp

Itasca Sand & Gravel

Septic Systems

Sand/Rock Hauling * Driveway Repair

Wayne "Skipper" Laird- 254-582-1315

John Laird, Jr. – 817-517-9986
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