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Baylor University Dean Closes Itasca Clinic

Submitted by Dr. Verl Childers 

Citing inadequate financial resources, a lack of faculty supervision, and failure to meet goals of educating nursing students, Dr. 
Judy Lott, Dean of Baylor University’s Louise Herrington School of Nursing, announced Wednesday, June 14, that the Baylor 
Rural Health Clinic in Itasca will close as of June 30. The clinic has now ceased scheduling any new patient appointments or 
services. 

The clinic was opened in 2003 with much fanfare as a project of Baylor University to educate undergraduate and graduate 
nursing students while providing much-needed health care to a rural community. The project was initially funded by the Health 
Resources and Services Administration for a period of five years, subject to annual renewal. Three years into the project, Dr. 
Lott, citing the above reasons and saying that her position required good stewardship of federal funds, has canceled the clinic 
project and relinquished the encumbered grant funds to the Health Resources and Services Administration. At the time of Dr. 
Lott’s announcement of the closure on June 14, the clinic’s local advisory council had been devising ways to address the 
shortcomings of the clinic, which they first learned about in a meeting with Dr. Lott on June 2. 

No decision has been announced as to the care and storage of patient records or how patients may get copies of their records.

Retirement Party Honors 34 Years of Service

All current employees of Itasca ISD and some former teachers were on hand to wish Carol Upchurch best wishes as she retired 
from a job she truly loved. 

Continued on page 3.

Henderson Receives Coveted Superintendent’s Award

"What is Right, Just, & True"

The Superintendent’s Award always goes to a student or students who have "A Sense of What is Right, 
Just, and True" and who have demonstrated "Integrity, Character, Courtesy, Dignity, and Courage." 

These words are inscribed on the plaque that will now contain the name of Chelsea Henderson. Dr. E. Ray 
Freeman presented the award and commended her for outstanding character and leadership.

See more awards on page 5 & 6 and in future issues.

7th Annual Itasca Chamber of Commerce Barbecue Cook-off

 

June 23 & 24, 2006 Downtown Itasca

See page 7 for rules and information.

Juneteenth Celebration Planned

Festivities are planned for Saturday, June 17 to celebrate Juneteenth, the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the 
ending of slavery in the United States. 

Thanks to the diligent efforts of Texas State Representative Al Edwards, 115 years after Texas slaves were freed, Juneteenth 
was declared an official State holiday in Texas on June 1, 1980.

Itascans have a number of activities planned in Crouch Park following 9:00 a.m. parade.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this 
place. I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

We know that God created man from the ground

What kind of soil are you? Mark 4: 1-9, 13-20

Are you the wayside soil: soil that has never been cultivated, packed, and the seeds have fallen and the birds have eaten them without you 
even knowing that they were there?

Are you the stony places: where the seeds sprang up; but wilted in the heat of the day, because of the shallow soil they had no root? 

Are you the soil of thorns: where the cares of the world have choked out God’s seed?

Are you the good soil: where the word of God has grown and prospered?

Whatever the soil, won’t you join us for worship at the

CHURCH OF CHRIST 200 N. Aquilla Itasca.

Where one helps clear the ground, one sows, another waters, and God gives the increase. We strengthen and edify one another. 1 Cor. 3: 17-19

May Police Report

5-21 – Assisted motorist – I-35-W southbound mm 5

5-22 – Stranded motorist report – I-35-W

5-22 – Traffic stop – 106 mph/70mph Arrested for reckless driving I-35W northbound mm 10

5-24 - Domestic Disturbance – 400 blk K Lane

5-24 - Disturbance in Progress – Arrest made 400 blk E North St.

5-24 - Gas drive off – 1200 blk E. Main St.

5-24 - Disturbance – 1200 blk E. Main St.

5-25 - Vehicle Rollover – I-35w southbound mm 6

5-25 - Gas drive off – 1200 blk S. Files St.

5-25 - Assisted Motorist – I-35w northbound mm 5

5-26 - Towed Vehicle – S. Hill St.

5-26 - Welfare Concern – 300 S. Hill St.

Continued on page 3

Garage & Yard Sale Permits

All garage and yard sales must have a city permit. The cost is $4.00 for each yard/garage sale and you are only allowed to have 
four sales per year per address. Each sale must have a separate permit paid for and displayed before opening for business.

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during summer months 

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thurs. & Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Closed from 12 – 1 for lunch Except Tuesday 2-3 lunch

Questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437
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IISD Retirement & Farewell Party

Upchurch was very emotional as she thanked everyone for the wonderful send-off. She was especially surprised and happy to 
see former faculty members Betty Sumner, Margaret Ann Dyson, Barbara Sewell, Beverly Fehnel and Edwina Stufflebeme.

The faculty chipped in and purchased a lovely bench for her garden and the administration presented her with a clock 
engraved thanking her for a job well done. She also received a gift card to purchase quilting supplies from her favorite store.

Her husband, sons, daughter-in-law and granddaughter were also present to join in the festivities. 

During the end of year get together and retirement party, the staff also bid good-bye to several friends and co-workers that 
were moving. Leaving the district are (left to right) Coach Brandon Greenhaw, Special Education Diagnostician Jennifer 
Mynarcik, Elementary teacher Peggy DeSpain and Administrator Specialist Dr. Ray DeSpain.

Five Named to All-District Baseball Teams

Senior Caleb Mayberry earned his third spot on a 1st Team All-District roster by being chosen by the coaches for the 1st Team 
Pitcher slot in baseball. Mayberry also earned positions on the 2005-06 1st Team All-District Football and Basketball teams.

 

Making the 2nd Team were (left to right) pitcher J.J. Gonzales & catcher Sean Smith. Receiving Honorable Mention were (left 
to right) Deveon Mayberry and Chris Taylor 

Police Report

Continued from page 1.

5-27 - Two-Car Accident – 700 blk E. Main St.

5-27 - Assisted EMS – 500 blk N. Wesley St.

5-27 - Traffic Stop – vehicle impounded – No DL/No Insurance – I-35W northbound mm 7

5-27 - Traffic Stop – vehicle impounded – No DL/No Insurance – 300 blk W. Adams St.

5-27 - Traffic Stop – 54mph/45mph – Vehicle impounded – No DL/No Insurance – 900 blk E. Main 

5-27 - Assault Report – I-35W northbound

5-28 - Animal Complaint – 800 blk Shuttle St.

5-28 - Lost Wallet Report – 700 blk N. Hill St.

5-28 - Traffic Stop – vehicle impounded – No DL – Wall and Adams Sts.

5-28 - Report of vehicle blocking drive way – 100 blk E. Marrion St.

5-29 - Reckless driver report– I-35W mm 5

5-29 - Missing juvenile – 300 blk S Wall St.

5-29 - Traffic Stop 83mph/70mph Vehicle impounded No DL/No Insurance – I-35W mm 8

5-29 - Assault Complaint – 400 blk N. Wesley St.

5-29 - Domestic Matter – 300 blk E. Marrion St.

5-30 - Traffic Stop – (DWLI) Driving While License Invalid Arrest – S. Wall @ F.M. 934

5-31 - Identity theft report – 800 blk E. Adams St.
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Sweeneys Celebrate 60 Years

Carl and Marguriet Chalmers Sweeney recently celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They were married June 1, 1946. Reverend Max T. Neel preformed 
the ceremony with Janie Barnes and J.C. Ellison serving as their attendants. 
After a honeymoon trip to Arkansas and Oklahoma, they made their home in 
Itasca. 

 

They have one daughter, Karen Degner, son-in-law Bob, granddaughter Shelley 
Collier, grand-son-in-law Mark, and great-grandson Dakota.

 

Public Notice

The City of Itasca has maintained the upkeep of vacant lots due to the property owner’s oversight or negligence. It is the 
responsibility of the property owner to maintain the upkeep and maintenance of their property. Therefore, this notice will serve 
as an official notice that the City of Itasca will begin to charge $150.00 for each time the city mows and cleans property. This 
notice is in hopes that property owners will take the initiative to clean their lots and abide by the City of Itasca Code of 
Ordinance.

Public Service Announcement

The emergency siren will be tested on the last Friday of every month between the hours of 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. When the 
siren is tested, you will hear four short blasts from the siren. We have four locations in the city from which to activate the siren 
and we have to check them all. 

In the event of an emergency, (severe weather, natural disaster or catastrophic event) the siren will be sounded continuously.

If you hear the siren being sounded continuously, seek shelter and turn on your television and radio for further information

Power Panther Joins State of Texas, Hill County Extension Agency to 

Encourage Smart Nutrition

In a combined effort to teach and instill good nutrition and exercise habits in elementary students, the Department of Texas 
Health Services and the Hill County Extension Agency came together and presented a program geared toward the various age 
groups. Itasca Elementary P.E. Coach Sam Sherber invited the group to speak to all of his classes.

Presenting the 5 A-Day (Fruits and Vegetables) program to Pre-k and kindergarten students, the 
Wow, Slow & Go Program to 1st and 2nd graders and the My Pyramid Program to 3rd-5th were 4-
H & Youth Services Developer Ashley Sulak and Family & Consumer Services Extension Agent 
Carrie Chaney. Terri Kemp instructed all grade levels in exercise. She emphasized the importance 
of exercising 60 minutes each day in order to keep the heart strong and healthy. Also helping to 
get the importance of good nutrition and exercise message across was Power Panther, the USDA’s 
"spokes-animal" featured on all of their literature.

The group also presented their programs at Abbott and Covington Schools.

Report cards can be picked at each campus office 

Monday-Thursday

8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
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Friendship & Future – Highlights of Graduation Speeches

Shawna Pratt – Class of 2006 Valedictorian

Shawna received the Outstanding Math Student Award, the Itasca 

4-H/Marcus Garrett Scholarship, a Principal’s Scholarship, the Emery & Cora Wilson 
Memorial Scholarship, a Molly Crouch Anderson Memorial Scholarship, a Cinco de Mayo 
Scholarship, a Hill County Extension Education 4-H Scholarship, the National Honor 
Society Scholarship, a Journalism Scholarship, the Anatomy/Physiology Award and the 
Journalism III Award. We are printing her speech as she gave it to the Class of 2006.

Michel de Montaigne once said, "I prefer the company of peasants because they have not 
been educated sufficiently to reason incorrectly." This class sitting before you are no peasants, and they will all gladly make it 
be known what is on their minds. That is one of the things that makes this class sitting before you so strong and mean so much 
to me.

As our senior year comes to its close, I look back and remember some of the interesting times we had here at Itasca High. I 
moved here the day before my freshman year, and it was a real culture shock. I didn’t know that there were still towns this 
small. I came to learn that this class sitting before you was the class that supposedly could not accomplish much of anything. 
Today we prove all of those misconceptions inaccurate. Being a high school graduate is nothing to think lightly of. It took long 
hours and much dedication to want to better our futures to get to this point in our journey.

Guys, over the past 13 or 14 years that we have attended school, whether it be at Itasca or 
anywhere else, we have had someone there to tell us what to do, and remind us of papers 
we need to turn in or tests we need to take. As of today, we won’t have that anymore. We 
won’t have someone holding our hands and pushing us toward being better. Yes, I do 
know that we have all heard this speech before, the difference is, I’m telling you that not 
only will there not be teachers looking out for us, but for the first time in possibly forever, 
we are all going our separate ways. We will never be this support group again. Through all 
the times that we’ve had our disagreements and misunderstandings, we have always 
known that at any time we could turn to one another when we were in need. You have all 

heard the stories from those that have graduated before us, you stay close to your closest friends, but more than likely in 5 years 
you won’t have much more than the fond memories you will always hold in your heart.

Come August, or even in the upcoming months, we will all go our separate ways and meet new people, and make other life long 
relationships. In this class there are many smaller groups that have made their own memories. I will never forget the open 
debates that we would have during class, the sarcasm (of course that word alone could describe this class, unless you would like 
to use the word, drama). We have come to epitomize that word, but one thing we always know, we are never dull.

I encourage all of ya’ll to think back on the past 18 years over the next couple months and find the memories that you can still 
see so clearly in your mind. The ones that make you laugh, the ones that make you cry, and even the ones that you would be 
embarrassed about if you relived them today. Find a place in your heart for those memories, that way you will always keep 
these people in your heart.

On a personal note, I have three people to thank tonight for getting me to the position I’m at right now, and encouraging me to 
strive toward my goals in the future. First and foremost I would like to thank God, because without him, there would be no way 
I would be standing before you today. Second, I would like to thank my mom. She is my rock, the two legs I stand on, and will 
always be my best friend. She has always pushed me to be a better person and that no matter what, I could always improve. 
Thank you. Last but certainly not the least my father. He has been the greatest support a daughter could ever ask for. He has 
always been there for me even though he didn’t have to. Daddy, thank you for being the dad that you didn’t have to be.

Continued on bottom of page 6.
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Serena Nettles – Class of 2006 Salutatorian 

 

Serena received the College Composition Award, the Video Technology Award, the Mirabeau 
B. Lamar Outstanding Student Award, a Principal’s Scholarship, the Olen Nuchols 
Scholarship, a Molly Crouch Anderson Memorial Scholarship, the Charles Bryant Memorial 
Scholarship and the Proctor Baker Memorial Scholarship. We are printing her speech as she 
gave it to the class of 2006.

Good evening graduates, family, friends, and faculty. We are here tonight to say goodbye to all 
that we have known for the last thirteen years and to embrace the future of tomorrow. Each 
one of us will leave here with morals, values, and memories that will remain with us our whole 
life. For a lot of us this could be the last time that we will ever see one another, but that is okay. 
because we’ve created bonds that no matter where our journeys lead us, we shared this time 
together.

We are learning to live our lives taking responsibility for our own actions and hopefully never 
regretting who we are or what we have become. Our yearning is to walk across this stage and know that our dreams and 
ambitions rest solely within our own efforts. As we prepare for what lies in the midst of days or years to come this year is one 
that can never be forgotten, our Senior year - the beginning of the greatest adventures of our lives.

As we grow older, we will become more and more independent because we are maturing and we 
will handle many types of situations. Don’t forget to find inspiration in everything that 
surrounds you. The same stars that have shined in the night sky for you as a child continue to 
do so for you as an adult. Remember God never gives us anymore than he knows we can handle. 
We all have been given this chance to pursue our greatest desires, take this opportunity and run 
with it. Create your own destiny and become a person that everyone will remember as a positive 
influence in our world. Life is too short to live in amid the masses. Know that you are going to 
be on your own, and embrace it.

Please never forget the people who have helped you along the way. Go out into this world and realize that those who want the 
best for you will be there in the end and remember that those who matter don’t mind, and those that mind, don’t matter. We 
can all look back at this day and proudly say that we were the Class of 2006 and we made it. God bless you all and thank you!

2006 Valedictorian

Continued from page 5.

I would like to close with another one of my favorite quotes on life, "When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would 
hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left, and could say, ‘I used everything you gave me’" by Erma Bombeck. Do 
yourselves all a favor, go out into the world, and use everything that has been provided for you. Don’t settle for average, strive 
for what you think is impossible and attain it. Most of all have fun and live every moment of your life as if it is your last. Our 
journey in life is not ending, it has only hit a crossroad, and now it is up to us to decide where the next part of our journey will 
lead. Thank you. This is to the Class of 2006. I couldn’t have done it without you. 

Perfect Attendance Award

Only four high school students earned the perfect attendance key chain for the 2005-06 school year. 
Receiving the award and congratulations from Principal Glenn Pittman were (left to right) senior 
Patricia Jimenez, freshmen Miguel Zavala, Jennifer Bustin and Caryn Willburn.
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Itasca Chamber of Commerce 7th Annual Barbecue Cook-off 

June 23 & 24, 2006

Short Version of Rules

***NOTE: Only one (1) entry per pit. Teams will consist of a Head Cook and 4 team members. Any and all meat and/or meats 
that may be entered into judging will be cooked from scratch within the constraints of the event. Pre-cooking, marinating, etc., 
will not be allowed prior to start of the cook-off as defined by the cook-off promoter.

Fires must be wood or charcoal. Pit may include gas or electricity to start natural substance, but not to complete cooking. Holes 
or open pits are not permitted. Fires may not be built on the ground. Each team MUST bring a fire extinguisher.

Props, trailers, motor home vehicles, tents and any other equipment may not exceed the boundary of the contestant’s assigned 
space. No tent stakes can be driven into the asphalt.

Cook’s Meeting will be held at 8:00 p.m. in the Judging area.

HEAD COOKS MUST ATTEND.

***1/2 Chicken - Fully jointed split chicken (with breast, wing, thigh, and drumstick)

***Pork SPARE Rib - 7 individual ribs (bone in)

***Brisket - 7 full width slices (approx.1/4" to 3/8" thick)

Based on the number of cooks turn-in quantities are subject to change.

NO GARNISH or SAUCE is allowed in the tray at turn-in. You may cook with sauce but it cannot be ladled onto the meat at 
turn-in.

It is the responsibility of the contestant to see that the contest area is kept clean and that the area is cleaned and policed 
following the contest. All fires must be put out, concrete blocks, other building materials or props hauled away, and all 
equipment removed from the site.

Excessive use of alcoholic beverages may be grounds for disqualification. Alcoholic beverage rules must be followed (example: 
poured into cups). Under no circumstances are alcoholic beverages to be distributed to the general public by contestants. No 
food sales or samples to be given to the general public. (Promoter’s call)

No extra vehicles shall be allowed in the pit area once pit is setup. A motor home is considered as one (1) vehicle.

No animals allowed in cook-off area, with exception to Seeing-Eye dogs.

IBCA judging rules will apply.

Promoter and cook-off officials will not be held responsible for accidents, theft, or any mishaps.

No skateboards, skates, in-line skates, bicycles, or golf carts allowed

TIPS

All meat must be raw, no pre-marinated prior to the start of the cook-off. The promoter will advise contestants of the Official 
Start Time. MEAT IS SUBJECT TO INSPECTION.

Turn in trays - Keep in safe place. Tickets go on top of tray

Use only the foil provided, opened and laying flat on the bottom of the tray. We want nothing other than the MEAT and foil in 
the trays. You may cook with sauce but it cannot be ladled onto the meat after slicing. No garnishing!

There is a 10 minute window before and after the stated turn-in times. The Head Judge has the official time. If you have any 
questions, ask at the Cook’s meeting or in the Judging area.

Quantity of turn-in meat will be determined by the number of cooks and announced at the COOK’S MEETING. Each Head 
Cook must attend and sign the back of the tickets.

Update on Stone for John Teal’s Gravesite

Carl Sweeney’s article on John Teal caught the attention of a number of readers and donations were made to buy an engraved 
headstone for John and his wife.

The John Teal monument stone has been ordered and delivery is expected in about two weeks. The fund is still in need of a few 
dollars to pay for it. 

If you have pledged money, please send it in to Carl Sweeney at 306 E. Monroe St. Itasca, TX 76055. If you have not donated, 
please do so today by sending your donation to the above address. For more information, you may call Carl at 254-687-2270.
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Recent Deaths

Bailey, Mack – Mr. Mack Bailey, 84, of Hillsboro died May 14, 2006 ay Canterbury Villa Nursing Home.

He was born April 6, 1922, in Itasca, son of Woolsey and Susie Washer Bailey. He attended Rockwall Elementary School and 
Itasca High School. In July 1942, he enlisted in the United States Navy and served 33 months aboard the USS McCook. He 
earned 7 medals, 3 battle stars and was honorably discharged in December 1945. He worked in road construction for H.B. 
Zachry for 6 years and as an observer for National Geophysical for 18 years. He also farmed for 7 years. Bailey was a member 
of the Downtown Bible Class.

Survivors include: one brother, John Bailey of Hillsboro; two sisters, Vivian Tyler of Ferris and Viva Spitzer of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin; and several nieces and nephews.

Graveside services were held at the Itasca Cemetery with Rev. Kenneth James officiating. 

Jones III, Frederick Earl - Fred E. Jones, 75, passed away June 1, 2006, at a local Fort Worth hospital.

Fred was born in Goose Creek to Marion Jones and Frederick Earl Jones II on February 21, 1931. After the death of his 
mother, he was raised by his great-aunt, Lillie Mae Jones. He graduated from Paschal High School in 1949 and served in the U.
S. Air Force during the Korean War. Fred married Angie Bourland of Itasca and together they raised four children. Fred 
worked on the Apollo spacecraft at NASA in Houston and retired from the FAA while living in Andrews. After he retired, Fred 
enjoyed farming at the family homestead in Itasca and spending time with his children and grandchildren.

Survivors are his wife of 47 years, Angie; daughter, Julie Jones, both of Fort Worth; sons, Burton Jones and wife Gretchen, of 
Broomfield, Colorado, Bruce Jones and wife, Melanie, of Mansfield and Mark Jones and wife, Heather, of Manvel; 
grandchildren, Rachel, Audrey, Kayce, Austin, Ben, Sam, Ashley, Annie and Joshua; stepmother, Alma Jones; sisters, Sharon, 
Dianne, Charlotte, and Donna; brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, LG and Neva Lacy, Bob and Bernice Scott and Buford and 
Evelyn Bourland; and many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held June 3, 2006 at Southside Church of Christ. Memorials may be made in lieu of flowers to the 
Southside Church of Christ pantry or the Foster Children’s Home.

Special thanks to Angie Bourland Jones – Class of 1947 for this submission.

Mexico Missionary to Speak at First Baptist Church

Press Release

First Baptist Church would like to invite everyone to a special service, Sunday morning, June 25, as we welcome Bro. Ricky 
Williams, and family, as our guest speaker/preacher for Sunday school and the morning worship service. 

Brother Williams is a missionary from Aquismon, San Luis Potosi, Mexico, as a part of the international missions department 
of the Baptist Missionary Association of America. He also serves as director of the BMA Bible Institute. Brother Williams will 
be sharing about his work in Mexico, as well as sharing a message from God’s Word for all. 

Sunday school starts at 9:40 a.m. and the morning worship service at 10:45 a.m. with lunch after the service. Everyone is 
welcome. (For more information, please contact Pastor Greg Ray at 687-9227.) 

First Presbyterian Church of Itasca invites Children to Fiesta

"Where Kids Are Fired Up About Jesus!"

"This year our church is jumping with excitement as we have a Fiesta," says Becky Billingsley, VBS Director. "Our Fiesta 
program will provide fun, memorable Bible-learning activities for kids of all ages. Each day kids will sing catchy songs, play 
games, nibble Maraca Munchies, experience electrifying Bible adventures, and create Bible Point Crafts."

"Fiesta is an exciting way for kids to learn more about Jesus’ love," says Becky. 

Fiesta begins on June 26 and continues through June 30. Meet at First Presbyterian Church of Itasca, 106 N. Lamar, each day 
from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. For more information, call the church at 687-2243 or Diane Barnes at 687-2963.

You Are Invited!

Bridal Shower in honor of Tiana Neely

Saturday, June 24 2-4 p.m. 

Central Baptist Church in Itasca. 

Hostesses: Kay Farquhar, Dianne Taylor, Pam Willman, Becky Fowler, Bethany Fowler, and Shermaine Malone and Erin 
Malone.

House for Rent

Small two bedrooms

Call 687-2709
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Civilian Conservation Corps

Columnist Carl Sweeney

In 1932, our country was in the beginning of a great economic depression. Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
elected president, and our government set about to elevate the situation. People desperately needed jobs 
and the nation’s natural resources needed replenishing and protection from erosion, fire and indiscriminate 

timber harvesting. Our national and state parks needed repairs and improvements. A plan was conceived 
to help take care of both situations.

The Civilian Conservation Corps was established March 31, 1933. The entire Corps was efficient from the beginning to end. 
Just 17 days after it was established, the first camp opened. It was called Camp Roosevelt in the George Washington National 
Forrest near Edinburgh, Virginia. The camps were similar to Army camps, and at first the boys were issued World War I 
uniforms and equipment. The requirements were: single, unemployed, males, ages 18-25, and they enlisted for 2 years. They 
earned $30.00 a month with room and board. They worked 40 hours a week Monday through Friday. There were 40 men to a 
barrack and in all about 4,000 camps before the end. There were about 3 million young men involved. They ate in mess halls, 
had an infirmary, and a recreation hall.

The discipline they learned was invaluable when World War II came along. World War II was also 
the end of the Corps. It is amazing how much was accomplished by the CCC (Civilian Conservation 
Corps) in just 9 years that they were in existence. Fortunately, a lot of the construction was of stone 
and other permanent materials. The construction was not haphazard. Each project was supervised by 
professionals, such as engineers, electricians, master plumbers, surveyors, and others.

Some of the projects done were: the Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge in Georgia, the Waterbury Dam in 
Vermont, the Medina River Dam in Texas, the Stone Administration building in Meridian State Park, the Indian Lodge at Fort 
Davis in West Texas, the Cleburne Yellow Jacket Football Stadium, the Old Itasca Gym that burned, and thousands of other 
projects. Statistics from the National Association of Civilian Conservation Corps Alumni list the following: planted 3 billion 
trees, developed more than 800 parks, built 46,854 bridges, 2,791 miles of fences, drilled 8,065 water wells and pump houses, 
built 3,116 look-out towers, 204 lodges and museums, installed 5,000 miles of water lines, restored 3,980 historic structures, 
surveyed and mapped millions of acres, and thousands of lakes. One can readily see what a huge impact all of this had on our 
nation’s infrastructure, as well as jobs, and the tremendous boost to our economy and welfare of our nation.

In addition to these benefits, the Corps had education buildings and school teachers to teach basic education. It was said that 
about 400,000 young men were taught to write and also to read. 

There was also at that time just prior to World War II an organization called National Youth Administration, or "NYA". It 
was similar to the CCC except most of the work or learning was done inside. It was designed to teach a trade mostly, such as 
drafting, blueprint reading, machine operators, cabinet making, and other trades. There was a NYA shop in Itasca for a time; it 
soon closed and was consolidated with other camps. The Itasca shop made desks for the military. I was a member of this 
organization.

There are in existence today Civilian Conservation Corps Alumni Organizations all over the USA. The National Alumni 
headquarters and museum is located at Jefferson Barracks, an old indurations and training camp. There is an Alumni Chapter 
in our area that meets monthly. It is the Fort Worth Chapter NACCCA 123 at 1724 Carl Street Fort Worth, TX 76103-1912. 
They told me that they welcome visitors.

The Civilian Conservation Corps of America made a huge impact on our nation, and we can still see and enjoy the results of 
their efforts today.

Board of Trustees Agree on New Dress Codes for 2006-07

At the June meeting of the Itasca Board of Trustees several changes and additions to the district dress code were presented to 
the Board for their approval. Approved were the banning of unnatural hair color (pink, purple, green, blue, etc), sagging or 
oversized pants, pants with holes, sleeveless shirts for both boys and girls, and any clothing that reflects suggestive, obscene or 
risqué writing or drawings, or reflecting alcoholic, drug or tobacco product advertisement or usage. The new code also reads 
that female students may wear earrings or studs only in the earlobe. Males may not wear earrings or studs at school or any 
school sponsored function, on or off campus.
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2006 "Top Cats" Named 

Sitting in the boys’ locker room, over sixty high school athletes waited 
anxiously as Athletic Director Greg Cranfill and Coaches Kirby Basham, 
Brandon Greenhaw, Fred Dakan and Jeffrey Mayberry announced the top 
ten athletes of the year or the "Top Cats."

Each athlete (no seniors) was required to compete in a ten events. They were 
ranked against all of the other athletes and after the numbers were 
tabulated, the top ten received the rank of "Top Cats." Each athlete 
competed in the 400-meter run, vertical jump, broad jump and the shuttle 
(running event). They also competed in six weight lifting events. Their max 
weights were recorded in the bench, press & clean, squat, vertical, incline 
and dead lift. 

The "Top Cats" in order of their finishing (#1-#10) are Kendale Mayberry, Tralyn Harden, Justin Shelton, Clayton Wienecke, 
Nickolas (Nick) Worth, Darrian (Dee) Marshall, Lamar Crawford, Salvador (Sal) Cardenas, Francisco Sanchez and Josh Huff.

This is the second year that the "Top Cat" program has been implemented and a new incentive was added this year. The top 
ten achievers received yard signs that announce their accomplishments to everyone. These signs are sure to be a motivator in 
years to come. 

Itasca Chamber of Commerce

Bar-B-Q Cook Off

Saturday, June 24, 2005

Bar-B-Q Lunch
11:00 a.m. until gone- Rotary Room

$6.00 per plate

$1.00 from each plate goes to the Boy Scouts

Eat well and support both the Boy Scouts & the Chamber!

You Are Invited!

 

Bridal Shower in honor of 

Tiana Neely

Saturday, June 24 2-4 p.m. 

Central Baptist Church in Itasca. 

Hostesses: Kay Farquhar, Dianne Taylor, Pam Willman, Becky Fowler, Bethany Fowler, and Shermaine Malone and Erin 
Malone.

YARD SALE

Saturday, June 24 

701 Mill St. Itasca 

Corner of K Lane & Mill St.

(Weather permitting)

YARD SALE

Friday, June 23 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

200 N. Files St. Itasca

Items Priced to sale! 

House for Rent

Small two bedrooms 

Call 687-2709
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