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Depot Moved – Restoration Enters 
Final Phase

House mover extraordinaire H.D. Snow’s mammoth trucks, 
"Rough and Ready" and "Big Dog," gave it all they had and 
slowly the Itasca depot began to move in earnest out of the spot 
it had occupied for the last thirty-five years. 

The depot/museum was moved to its new location facing Wampus Cat Drive and will take on its 
new duties as the Itasca Depot Visitors’ Center & Heritage Education Center after the remainder 
of the restorations is completed.

The move began on Friday, June 2. It was a trip back in time 
for H.D. Snow and Son House Moving, Inc. They are the 
company who moved it from its original location by the tracks 
on the west side of Itasca to Hooks Street in 1971. At that time, 
Snow had to cut the depot in half to make the move under the 
watchful eyes of W.T. Crouch and other community leaders. A 
few years later when the museum was hit by a tornado, Snow 
(pictured below with Curator Judie McClure) was called once 
again to reset the freight room of the depot back on its block 

foundation.

In 2002, Mrs. Judie McClure and her U. S. History class applied for and received an enhancement 
grant from the Texas Department of Transportation for $1,722,698 to completely renovate the 
interior and exterior of the depot as well as funds to build a new restroom facility and additional 
buildings for the antique fire truck and Itasca Item printing presses. 

Continued on page 4.

Itasca Proudly Displays

Her Colors 

Red White & Blue 

While the end of the year is usually referred to as the holiday 
season, Americans have another holiday season. It is the time 
from Memorial Day (last Monday of May) through Fourth of 
July (Independence Day). During this time, Flag Day also 
occurs on June 14. It is a time when Americans celebrate the 
freedoms won by our service men and women. 

Today when many citizens and non-citizens are divided over 
political differences, it is encouraging to see disagreements put 

aside and the people of Itasca join together to remember what made this country great. It is easy 
to see why people all over the world strive to immigrate here or imitate our way of life.

Itascans are thankful for the Rotarians for their hard work in building the Veterans Memorial 
and to the City of Itasca for assisting in the upkeep of this important reminder of why we are able 
to live in freedom today.

"Freedom isn’t free," has been voiced by many Americans, but until you have to give one of your 
own for the cause, you never quite understand the phrase. Take time to stop by the Veterans 
Memorial this holiday season, read the names and say a quick "Thank You" for the sacrifices of 
life, health and time that our veterans have made to keep us living in a country where we do not 
have to think about being free—it is just there.

See picture of the gazebo’s new face-lift and the lady responsible for the surgery on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us. A prayer box is available for your request. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Prayer Service

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my 
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this 
temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.

2 Chronicles 7:14-16

Presbyterian Church Game Night

3rd Tuesday month 6:00 p.m.

Everyone invited!

Bring a finger-food and a favorite game or just come and enjoy the food and fellowship! 

We know that God created man from the ground

What kind of soil are you? Mark 4: 1-9, 13-20

Are you the wayside soil: soil that has never been cultivated, packed, and the seeds have fallen and the 
birds have eaten them without you even knowing that they were there?

Are you the stony places: where the seeds sprang up; but wilted in the heat of the day, because of the 
shallow soil they had no root? 

Are you the soil of thorns: where the cares of the world have choked out God’s seed?

Are you the good soil: where the word of God has grown and prospered?

Whatever the soil, won’t you join us for worship at the

CHURCH OF CHRIST 200 N. Aquilla Itasca.

Where one helps clear the ground, one sows, another waters, and God gives the increase. We strengthen and 
edify one another. 1 Cor. 3: 17-19

May Police Report

5-1 – Verbal disturbance – 300 blk. E. Marrion St.

5-1 – Report of ID theft – Houston, Texas

5-1 – Gas Drive-off – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

5-1 – Report of stolen bike – 300 blk. W. Adams

5-3 – Loud music – 500 blk. E. Main St.

5-3 – Criminal mischief report – 400 blk. S. College St.

5-3 – Reckless driver s traffic stop – Outstanding warrants served – N. Hwy. 81

5-3 – Verbal disturbance – 300 blk. South St.

5-4 – Assist EMS – 300 blk. N. Files St.

5-4 – Assist DPS w/accident – FM 66

5-4 Verbal threat report – Itasca PD

5-4 – Domestic dispute – 800 blk. E. Wilkerson

5-5 – Suspicious person – 100 blk. E. Martin St.

5-5 Problem w/juvenile – 100 blk. S Aquilla St.

5-5 – Suspicious person – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

5-5 – Panic alarm investigation – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

5-6 – Traffic Stop – Vehicle impounded – No DL/No Insurance – I-35-W southbound mm 8

Continued on page 6

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during summer months 

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thurs. & Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Closed from 12 – 1 for lunch Except Tuesday 2-3 lunch

Questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437
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Gazebo Spruced-Up for Spring 

 

Clay Dean Hamilton stands beside the recently re-painted gazebo 
that sits in Itasca Veterans Memorial Park in downtown Itasca. The 
new coat of paint and new lattice boards were just in time for 
Memorial Day. 

Hamilton is a Rotarian and sits on the committee that is responsible 
for the construction of the Memorial and is continuing to oversee its upkeep. 

Cards of Thanks

On behalf of the Itasca Cinco de Mayo Scholarship Committee, we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone, who helped us have another successful year! Our sponsors - 
Jimmy’s Corner Store, HILCO Electric Cooperative, Stars and Stripes, Leach Trailers, Itasca Co-
op, Barefoot Athletics, Itasca Fire Department, BFI Landfill and many individuals who helped us, 
with our festival. There are too many to name! We would also like to thank Lloyd Ford, The 
Reporter in Hillsboro, and the Itasca Independent School District; (a big thanks, to the Desktop 
Publishing Class, Mrs. Petrash and the Paw Print Press).

Our Committee has given over $80,000 in scholarships since we were established in 1989. We are 
only able to do this with the continued support of the Itasca Community and surrounding 
Communities. So "Thank You" once again. We really appreciate everyone!

Itasca Cinco de Mayo Scholarship Committee

"CELEBRATION FOR EDUCATION!"

I would like to thank all of those who voted in the recent School Board Elections. I would also like 
to express my most sincere gratitude for those who have shown their trust in me to serve our 
school and community by electing me to the board. 

Again my deepest appreciation to you all.

Susan Bason

Pennel Top 10 in State High School Gymnastics

Press Release

He went on a tricking tutorial site and learned how to do a 
back flip. He taught himself how to do tricks 
wakeboarding. That fall, upon entering high school, Chase 
Pennel was in a quandary about what PE course to take. 
Wakeboarders train by practicing their tricks on a 
trampoline. Chase decided on gymnastics because he would 
be able to jump on a trampoline and enhance his 

wakeboarding skills.

Two seasons later, the Colleyville Heritage, sophomore is now 10th in the floor exercise in High 
School Gymnastics in the State of Texas.

After the men's compulsory event, Chase was tied for 8th place with a 9.55. He secured his top 10 
finish and advancement to the men's finals with a 9.65 score, 2nd behind the 1st place floor winner, 
from Highland Park, with a 9.7. Chase had a few bobbles in his final routine, decided to just "go 
for it" and throw every crazy flip he has and dropped to 10th, but that was fine with him. He has a 
10th place medal from his first state competition after just two years in the sport. 

Chase competes for Colleyville Heritage High School and is coached by Devon Holt. He is the son 
of Kim Hooks-Pennel of Grapevine, Texas and the grandson of Bill Hooks of Itasca and the late 
Barbara Hooks.

Public Service Announcement

The emergency siren will be tested on the last Friday of every month between the hours of 12:00 
noon and 1:00 p.m. When the siren is tested, you will hear four short blasts from the siren. We 
have four locations in the city from which to activate the siren and we have to check them all. 

In the event of an emergency, (severe weather, natural disaster or catastrophic event) the siren 
will be sounded continuously.

If you hear the siren being sounded continuously, seek shelter and turn on your television and 
radio for further information
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Itasca Depot Visitors’ Center & Heritage Education 
Center 

Continued from page 1

For the last four years McClure, the curator of the 
project, has applied for matching grant money and has 
overseen the mountains of paperwork and red tape 
necessary to get this project to the place where it could be 
moved to its permanent location. Itasca school employees 
have also been working on site preparing for the 
construction and to help meet the 25% match for the 
grant. Joe R. Jones Construction is in charge of 

completing the construction phase of the project. 

When McClure, IISD Superintendent Dr. Ray Freeman and the projects’ architect firm 
ARCHITEXAS began looking for a company to move the building, they were told that the depot 
was too long to move in one piece and it would need to be cut in half. Even with that stipulation no 
company wanted to undertake the massive job of moving the 145 feet building approximately 175 
yards, turn it 90º and place it on a concrete basement foundation that had already been dug and 
poured. H.D. Snow and Son House Moving, Inc. was approached and he remembered the move in 
1971 and agreed to undertake the relocation of the building again. But he said that this time he 
would do it without cutting it in half. 

Snow’s qualifications are impressive. The company is known nationwide for its work in moving 
homes, apartments, schools, churches and historical buildings using the most advanced 
equipment. In fact, they are so well known that Windfall Films, an independent production 
company that makes documentary films contacted Snow and McClure and requested permission 
to film the move for a National Geographic documentary. The company produces films to be 
shown on BBC TV, Channel Four, British Screen in the UK; PBS, Discovery and Time-Life/NBC 
in America; and NHK in Japan. The production company and the freelance photographer 
promised to send McClure the dates, times and stations when the documentary will be aired.

During the two weeks prior to the move, the crew jacked the building up off the cement blocks and 
leveled it with wooden wedges. On Friday, June 2, eight 8-wheeled dollies were positioned under 
the building. The dollies are state-of-the-art building moving equipment. Each of the dollies 
follows the direction the wheels are pointed so that one end of the building can remain stationary 
while the other end is being swung around to straighten the structure. 

After a couple of false starts in which the crew realized that the soft unstable ground under the 
depot was a problem and metal tracks would need to be placed in front of each of the axles, the 
move began. It took over 2 hours to move the depot from its foundation and away from the soft 
dirt, but only another 45 minutes to take the building the other 125 yards. 

Monday morning the job was to move the building 
about 15 feet sideways to get it positioned directly in 
line with the foundation so the dollies could be removed 
and the building placed on metal beams. Once the 
dollies had been removed the building was slid onto 
rollers on the metal frames and then onto its new 
foundation. Snow revealed that the secret to making 
the building slide smoothly was Ivory soap. He learned 
the trick from an old time mover that used lye soap. 

The Itasca depot will probably be added to the H.D. 
Snow and Son House Moving, Inc.’s brochure since it is the longest building that they have ever 
moved in one piece. Prior to moving the depot, the longest building was a 50’ x 110’, two-story 20-
unit apartment building that they moved in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

A number of owners of other structural moving companies from Marshall, Georgetown and 
Amarillo, joined the onlookers and crew to get a hands-on tutorial and observe the "mega move."

Work will continue during the summer on the restoration with the expectation of having the work 
completed by Homecoming on November 10, 2006. The Itasca depot is one of only two surviving 
depots in Hill County and an important landmark to the city. The school district and community 
of Itasca are committed to restoring and preserving the 1895 MKT Railroad Depot for use as a 
living historical classroom, operating museum, community meeting place, and research and 
education center for Itasca and surrounding communities.
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Rotary News

Submitted by Johnny Hernandez – Photo by Margaret Rhea

May 18, 2006

At the Itasca Rotary Club weekly meeting on Thursday, May 18, 2006 
there were eight members in attendance and two guests present. Sheryl 
Schneider, 7th and 8th grade science teacher at Itasca Middle School for 
the past three years, and guest speaker, Judy Bell.

Ms. Bell works for Old Mutual Financial Network and gave us an eye opening talk about the 
difference between home insurance and home certain term life insurance. She also spoke of other 
products available through her company.

The names for the 2006 Rotary Boy and Girl were discussed and it was agreed that Markeisha 
Marshall and John Hamilton would receive the awards and they would be attend the next regular 
meeting.

Donna Garcia, Nurse Practioner in Itasca at the Baylor Rural Health Clinic is a Rotarian and she 
is a welcome sight when you walk into the clinic. She is such a pleasure to be around. 

Rotary is a club that tries to make this world a better place for everyone, not just for its members 
but for those in the world that do not have it so easy. If you would like to get involved in doing 
your little bit to make things better for this world or just for your community, contact a Rotarian 
and get on board.

May 25, 2006

The Rotary Club met for its regular Thursday meeting. The pledge was led by Ollie Baker and the 
invocation was given by Johnny Hernandez. Jimmy’s Corner Store provided the scrumptious 
meal that was followed by an equally scrumptious dessert, banana pudding.

Rotary International is what Itasca Rotary Club is all about. Our motto is "Service Above Self." 
Rotary International is responsible for eradicating polio worldwide and making that precious 
commodity known as water available to poor third world countries by helping them develop water 
plants. We help countries that are malaria infected develop ways to control mosquito populations. 
We help to build schools where they are needed, teach farming skills and provide the necessary 
tools. They are about making this world a better place for all who live in it. 

The Club honored the 2006 Rotary Boy and Girl; two young people who were chosen not only for 
their academic achievements but also for their leadership skills. These young people are our future 
and need to be recognized as such. 

John Hamilton, the 2006 Rotary Boy, spoke of going to Hill College to study to become a 
paramedic and from there he is going to fire school for nine months. 

Markeisha Marshall, granddaughter of our program chairman, Beverly Fehnel, is the 2006 
Rotary Girl. Her plan is to attend Hill College and study Cosmetology. Accompanying Miss 
Marshall to our meeting was Danitra Marshall, State Silver Medalist in the 400-meter race. 

Margaret Rhea of HILCO attended as a guest and she took pictures of the honorees.

April Monthly Police Report

Arrests Cases Files

1 Felony 1 District Attorney

11 Misdemeanor 10 County Attorney

Total Calls for Service 93

Traffic Citations

418 - Moving 184 - Non-Moving 83 – Warning

Class "C" Citations

4 Minor in Possession/Consuming Alcohol or Tobacco

10 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

5 Open Container 1 Theft< $50.00

City Ordinance Violations

1 Loud Music 2 Burning Inside City Limits

4 Basketball Goal in Street

April 2006 Fire Report

Fire Call City County

Assist EMS 3 1

Control Burn 2

Grass/Brush 1 5

LZ Set-up 1

Motor Vehicle 1 2

Residence 1

Utility 1

Other 2 (weather) 1

Total 8 12

Total Man Hours 102 hrs. 30 mins

6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. – 12 6:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. - 8

Total mileage 134 Total members 17
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May Police Report

Continued from page 2

5-6 – Assisted w/vehicle stuck on RR crossing @ W. Spurgeon St.

5-7 – Traffic Stop - Vehicle impounded – No DL/No Insurance – I-35-W 

5-7 – Minor accident – I-35-W northbound mm 5

5-7 – Traffic stop – 87 mph/70 mph – Driver fled – crashed at mm 16 northbound – Vehicle stolen 
– Driver arrested

5-7 – Welfare check – 700 blk. Mill St.

5-7 – Traffic stop – Motorcycle 87 mph/65mph – Driver fled – Arrested for evading arrest

5-7 – Animal complaint – 100 blk. S. Aquilla St.

5-7 – Traffic stop – 80 mph/65mph – DWI arrest

5-8 – Assisted w/repo of vehicle – 100 blk. Beard St.

5-8 – Juvenile complaint – 100 blk. S. Aquilla St.

5-11 Assisted Sheriff Department – HCR 4431

5-11 – Welfare concern – 400 blk. E. Adams St.

5-11 – Assisted Itasca FD – 500 blk. N. Wesley St.

5-12 Theft report - $35.00 – 400 blk. S. Files St.

5-13 – Assist DPS w/DWI stop & arrest – I-35-W northbound mm 8

5-13 – Report of a vehicle hit & run – 100 blk. E. Main St.

5-14 – Medical call – 200 blk. W. Forrest St.

5-15 – Criminal mischief – 100 blk. N. College St.

5-15 – Traffic stop – No DL – Arrest – I-35-W southbound mm 6

5-15 – Juvenile complaint – 100 blk. S. Aquilla St.

5-15 – Racing vehicles – I-35-W southbound mm 10

5-16 – Domestic disturbance – 100 blk. E. Main St.

5-17 – Gas drive-off – 1200 blk. E. Files St.

5-17 – Report of lost property – City streets of Itasca 

5-17 – Recovered property – Turned in to Itasca PD

5-17 Released impounded vehicle – 600 blk. S. Hill St.

5-18 – Assisted DPS w/accident & traffic control – US 81 & Hwy. 67

5-18 – Vehicle impounded – Public intoxication arrest – S. Aquilla & E. Spurgeon Sts.

5-19 – Panic Alarm report – 1200 blk. E. Files St.

5-19 – Domestic disturbance report – 600 blk. S. Hill St.

5-19 – Assisted EMS & DPS w/accident – FM 934 – 4 miles south of Itasca ISD

5-19 – Hit & run suspect alert – I-35-W northbound

5-19 – Assisted DPS

5-20 - Traffic Stop – Vehicle impounded – DWLI (Driving with License Invalid) – I-35-W 
northbound mm 8

5-20 – Disorderly disturbance – W. Main St.

5-21 - Traffic Stop – Vehicle impounded – No Insurance

5-21 – Panic alarm investigation – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

5-21 – Funeral escort – E. Monroe St. to Itasca Cemetery.

April City Council Meeting

The Itasca City Council met in a regular session on Monday, April 17, 2006. Mayor Pro-Tem Susie 
Davis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Members present were Steve Solis, John Laird and 
Harvey Wilson. Mayor David Heald was absent. Tom Wood gave the invocation.

Motions were made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept and approve minutes of the 
March 20 and April 7, 2006 meetings and to approve payment of the bills.

Becky Harvey gave the Itasca Fire Department Monthly Activity Report and David Bowman 
reported on the Water and Sewer Operations and distributed copies of the Texas Water 
Development Board 2005 Water Audit Reporting Form to the Council. He explained the report 
and advised the Council to raise the water rates for usage since the present rates are not covering 
the cost of water production. 

Chairman Matt Fehnel gave the Zoning Committee report. Applications for the month were: 108 
W. Wilkerson request for re- zoning and re-plat from commercial to residential to build a new 
house was recommended to the Council for approval, 109 W. Adams request for a specific use 
permit to install an aboveground pool was recommended to the Council for approval and a fence-
surrounding the yard was approved, 509 Martin request for a carport and patio cover was 
approved, 612 S. Files request for a storage building was approved, 308 W. Main request for a 
storage building was approved, 411 E Marrion request for a rear deck was approved, 305 E. 
Monroe request for a storage building was approved, 102 Beard request for a storage building was 
denied because of insufficient information and measurements, 107 E. Adams request for a storage 
building was denied because of insufficient information and measurements.

Chief of Police John Griscavage gave the monthly Police Report and Felicia Mayberry gave the 
activity report from the Office of Code Enforcement.

The Council had a discussion regarding the appointment of a candidate to fill the vacant council 
seat. A motion to approve and appoint James Bouldin as Council Member was made by Harvey 
Wilson, second by Steve Solis; unanimous vote. Judge Mark Gropp swore in James Bouldin as a 
new Council Member.

Judge Kenneth Davis was not present to discuss a resolution in support of re-routing the Trans-
Texas-Corridor.

Mayor Pro-Tem Susie Davis opened the meeting for a public hearing at 6:28 p.m. to discuss the 
request to re-plat and rezone S. Barnes A-74 TR 10 .336 from Commercial (C-1) to Single Family 
Residential District (SF-1). Continued on page 7

Page 7 June 16, 2006 Paw Print Press

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED 2006-2007 BUDGET

(2nd Publishing) 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed FY 2006-
2007 Operating Budget on Monday, June 19, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held in the 
Itasca Municipal Court at 136 N. Hill Street, Itasca, Texas in the Council Chambers.

Mayor David Heald

April City Council Meeting

Continued from page 6

It was explained that the reason for the change is to build a new home on the property. The public 
hearing was closed at 6:30 p.m.

The Council held a discussion to consider the request to re-plat and rezone S. Barnes A-74 TR 
10 .336 from Commercial (C-1) to Single Family Residential District (SF-1). It was explained that 
the rezoning would enable a new home to be built on the property. The lot located on the west side 
of the property has a structure on it that will be torn down and replaced with the new home. The 
re-platting of the property would divide the lots with separate structures on them. A motion was 
made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept and approve the request to re-plat and rezone 
the property.

Ordinance #041706 of the City of Itasca, Texas, denying Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division’s 
request for a 2005 Interim Rate Adjustment was read. A motion to approve and adopt was made, 
seconded and passed unanimously to accept, waiving the second and third reading.

Advertising for the Submission of Water and Wastewater Operation Bids and Proposals was 
considered. A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to advertise for bids and 
proposals to be submitted by Thursday, May 11, 2006 before the next regular meeting. 

The City Administrator gave the update regarding the self-inspection required by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife on previous grant recipients that are required to follow the maintenance guidelines 
for each park site that received funding assistance for acquisition of and /or development of 
recreational facilities. He explained that the City had received a previous grant for the funding of 
facilities for the Crouch Park located on S. Hill and the Itasca City Park that the City donated to 
the school. There is not a problem concerning the Crouch Park but the City may need to replace 
the park given to the school. 

The meeting was open for general discussion by the Mayor, Council and City Administrator and 
for reports.

The meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 

April IISD Board of Trustees Meeting

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on 
Monday, April 10, 2006; in the Itasca ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m. Members present 
were Marquita Lloyd, President, Paula Solis, Vice President, Claude Garrett, Secretary, Rex Jean, 
Donny Faries and Kevin Lightsey. Absent was Nancy Bowman.

Administration present were: Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, H.S. 
Principal, Barry Durham, Middle School Principal, Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal and 
Norma Merkel, Secretary

Visitors present were Micah Fletcher, Julie Slotvig, Jeff Slotvig and Felicia Coleman. 

President Marquita Lloyd, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Motions were made, seconded 
and passed unanimously to approve minutes from the previous board meeting and to approve the 
bills and financial report. 

President Lloyd welcomed all visitors to the meeting.

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the 2005-06 budget 
amendment. 

The board retired to executive session at 7:07 p.m. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:10 p.
m., motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to expel a middle school student to 
JJAEP through the 2006-07 school year. 

The board once again went into executive session at 7:20 pm. Upon coming out of executive session 
at 7:36, Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to rehire all paraprofessional and 
auxiliary personnel as presented for the following year. A motion was made, seconded and passed 
unanimously to accept the resignation of Ray DeSpain and Dionisio (JR) Martinez. 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:37p.m. 

Update on Stone for John Teal’s Gravesite

Carl Sweeney’s article on John Teal caught the attention of a number of readers and donations 
were made to buy an engraved headstone for John and his wife.

The John Teal monument stone has been ordered and delivery is expected in about two weeks. 
The fund is still in need of a few dollars to pay for it. 

If you have pledged money, please send it in to Carl Sweeney at 306 E. Monroe St. Itasca, TX 
76055. If you have not donated, please do so today by sending your donation to the above address. 
For more information, you may call Carl at 254-687-2270.
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Recent Deaths 

Terrell, Troy Lavern – Mr. Troy Lavern Terrell, 82, passed away May 19, 2005 in a Fort Worth 
hospice house.

He was born in Itasca, Texas to Hercules Bryon and Frances Birdie Lee Chalmers. He married 
Lennie Sue Perry February 23, 1946 in Fort Worth, Texas. His career started with the Federal 
Aviation Agency as a general maintenance mechanic. Troy also worked with the General Services 
Administration in Fort Worth. In 1971, he transferred to the Dallas Naval Air Station. In 1973 he 
returned to the Bureau of Prisons as a construction and maintenance foreman. He retired July 31, 
1989 after 20 year’s service with the Bureau of Prisons. 

Troy was a member of the Central Baptist Church in Itasca. His parents, Hercules and Frances 
Terrell; sons, Ronald Wayne and Michael Ray Terrell; brother, Horace S. Terrell and sister, Joy 
Lee Roberts preceded him in death.

Survivors: wife, Lennie Sue Terrell of Itasca; daughter, Melinda Routh of Burleson; 
grandchildren, Bryan Terrell, Brandi Dacus Forth, Amy Terrell Schenk, and Cody Troy Dacus; 
brother, Weldon Terrell; sisters; Maxine Perkins and Ida Passmore.

Funeral services were held May 21, at the Central Baptist Church in Itasca with Mr. Edgar 
Terrell officiating. Clayton Kay-Vaughan Funeral Home was in charge of services. Burial was at 
Covington Cemetery. 

Terrell, Lennie Sue Perry - Lennie Sue Terrell, 77, died May 31 at a Fort Worth hospice house.

She was born December 5, 1928 in Milford to Andrew J. and Lennie Lee Chapman Perry. She 
married Troy L. Terrell February 23, 1946 in Fort Worth.

She worked for 16 years at Fort Worth’s Panther Oil and Grease and 8 years for several Civil 
Service Agencies, Corp of Engineers, Federal Railroad Administration and Veterans 
Administration. She also worked for 13 years as a greeter at Wal Mart in Cleburne. She was a 
loving wife, mother, grandmother and friend and will be missed by all. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, parents, sons Ronald Wayne and Mike Terrell; 
brothers, Ingel Perry and Son Perry; and sister, Lorriene Boswell.

Survivors: daughter, Melinda Terrell Routh of Burleson; grandchildren, Bryan Terrell, Brandi 
Forth, Amy Schenk and Cody Dacus; sister, Flora Fudge and 8 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on June 4 at Clayton Kay-Vaughan Funeral Home in Itasca. Burial 
was at Covington Cemetery. 

Johnson, Arthur Colon, Jr. – Arthur Colon (A.C. or Colon) Johnson, Jr. beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather, died peacefully on June 6, 2006 at a local hospital. He was 
born on February 20, 1912 in Easterly, Texas, to Minnie Jane Cox and Arthur Colon Johnson. He 
married Bobbie Sue Johnson on May 3, 1940 in Fort Worth, TX.

A. C. served as a Merchant Marine and Marine in World War II, and was honorably discharged 
with a medical disability. Mr. Johnson owned a service station in Amarillo, TX and worked as an 
automobile mechanic, steel erector, water-wheel driller and security guard.

Mr. Johnson is survived by his loving wife of 66 years, Bobbie Sue Johnson of Itasca; son, Spencer 
Johnson and daughter-in-law Braiden Rex-Johnson of Seattle, Washington; sister, Mary Ruther 
Arthur and brother-in-law Eugene of Itasca; sister-in-law Polly Johnson of Austin, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Grandchildren include Cole Johnson and wife Celeste of Austin; Lee Ann Johnson and husband 
Phil McKinzey of Dallas; Hill Johnson and wife Amanda of Dallas; and Grant and Eric Johnson 
of El Paso. Great-grandchildren include Ian and Gray McKinzey and Cash and Lily Johnson, all 
of Dallas. 

Mr. Johnson was preceded in death by brothers W.A. and Howard Carroll Johnson; sister Loreta 
Chalmers and son John Carlton (Johnny) Johnson.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations in A.C.’s name be made to the charity of your 
choice. Condolence messages may be sent to Spencer Johnson, 98 Union Street, Suite 1009, Seattle, 
Washington 98101. A private service will be held by the family at a later date.

Public Notice

Michael and Nanette Cox are filing an application for a local option election which would allow 
the "The legal sale of wine on the premises of a holder of a winery permit." in Hill County J.P. 
Precinct #2. The application will be filed with Patsy Damschen of the Hill County Elections Office.
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Do You Remember . . . ? The Iceman

Columnist Carl Sweeney 

The above normal temperatures we have been experiencing this spring and 
early summer remind me of the 1920s, 30s, and early 40s. 

There was no electricity in the country for refrigeration or lights and 
most folks in town did not have refrigerators either. For cooling food 
we had old wooden ice boxes and ice was delivered to us by the "Ice 
Man," that is, if we did not live too far off the road for delivery. In fact, 
part of the instructions to our house included, "turn off the main 
road." We bought ice that we used in town and wrapped it in an old 
quilt to keep it from melting before we got home.

Itasca had an ice manufacturing plant in these days. It was located across the tracks where the old 
Itasca Grain Storage was. Ice was frozen in 300 pound blocks and then cut into 100 pound blocks 
and further scored so the ice delivery man could cut it into whatever size block the customer 
wanted. He did this with an ice pick. There were usually two delivery men and sometimes three; 
one for the village and one on each side of town out in the country.

They started out using carts and buggies and then changed to closed in 
trucks in later years. The ice house furnished an octagon shaped card 
that could be read from the street. This enabled the delivery man to 
read it and not have to make a trip to the house to find out how much 
the customer wanted. The card had numbers on 4 sides: 25, 50, 75 and 
100 for the number of pounds we wanted. The desired number was at 

the top. The delivery man used tongs to carry the ice to the house. He had a leather piece across 
the back of his shoulders to protect him from the ice. We almost always left the money for the ice 
on top of the box if we were not at home, he delivered it anyway since our houses were never 
locked, and in fact I don’t remember our house having locks except maybe a screen door hook. As 
a further service when he delivered to restaurants, theaters or businesses that had coolers, he 
chipped the ice and put it in whatever they had. 

One of our favorite uses for ice was when we made ice cream in the old wooden freezer with the 
hand crank. We put the cream mixture in the metal inner basket, chipped ice sprinkled with rock 
salt around it, and placed a piece of old quilt on top and someone sat on it and turned the crank 
until it was frozen. I don’t remember having ice cream in the stores in the late 20s or early 30s.

As the delivery man proceeded down the street on his rounds, there was always a bunch of kids 
following him. They would pick up the pieces to suck on when he clipped a block of ice. We 
admired the deft way he cut the right size with his ice pick. The ones we knew were very patient 
with the kids following him, and at times pretended to mess up a block so there would be enough 
chips to go around for the kids. The cold ice sure tasted good to suck on during those hot summer 
days.

I think most of us have fond memories of those benevolent old guys who were so accommodating 
with their customers and with us kids. I heard one of them, I think it was Joe Gibson say, "They 
thought they were pulling one on us when they crawled into the wagon to get pieces when we were 
in the house, and running when I came out. Little did they know I was standing behind the door 
waiting until each one had a handful."

In earlier years the deliverymen were Tom Tidwell, Joe Gibson, Delford Williamson, and later Ed 
Stout and Marvin Highfield. There were others I cannot remember. One thing I do remember that 
has stayed with me all of these years was the salaries. They got $60 a month, and that was for all 
day, not just 8 hours. Field work in the 30s was also low, from a $1.25 in the early 30s to a $1.50 in 
the late 30s. Makes me wonder if indeed those were "the good old days."

Public Notice

(Third (3rd) Publishing)

The City of Itasca has maintained the upkeep of vacant lots due to the property owner’s oversight 
or negligence. It is the responsibility of the property owner to maintain the upkeep and 
maintenance of their property. Therefore, this notice will serve as an official notice that the City of 
Itasca will begin to charge $150.00 for each time the city mows and clean property. This notice is 
in hopes that property owners will take the initiative to clean their lots and abide by the City of 
Itasca Code of Ordinance.
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Marshall Signs with Tarleton State University

Danitra Marshall, this year’s 2-A State Silver Medalist in 
the 400-meter dash, has decided to continue her track 
career at Tarleton State University in Stephenville. 

Marshall, a 2006 graduate of Itasca High School, has an 
outstanding high school track record, medaling at district, 
advancing to Regional competition all four years, and 
competing at the UIL State Track Meet two times. Her 
sophomore year, Marshall ran in the 400 meter run at State 
and finished 5th, but she came back her senior year and 

finished the job, taking second with a time of 57.83, just .36 seconds out of the gold. 

Marshall is an all around athlete. She played basketball, ran cross-country and track in high 
school. She graduated with honors and was a member of the Itasca National Honor Society.

Signing with the Tarleton TexAnns Track Team is Danitra Marshall (center) as her mother, 
Tanya Marshall (left), Head Girls’ Athletic Coordinator Tonye Davis (right), Itasca ISD Athletic 
Director Greg Cranfill (left rear) and Head Track Coach Brandon Greenhaw (right rear) look on 
proudly. 
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Items for Rent

105 Beard Itasca TX 76055

254-687-2345 or 720-220-5947

**Small Submersible Pump - garden hose discharge $25.00 for 1/2 day

**2 wheel trailer 6x10 $25.00 1/2 day

**Electric air compressor and paint gun $50.00 for 4 hours(not counting travel time)

**Riding Lawn Mower $50.00 for 4 hours

**Electric or gas weed eater $25.00 for 4 hours

**50 ft. sewer tape for unstopping a sewer. $25.00 for 4 hours

See at 105 Beard, Harry Ellis

Fleas & Tiques

Come by and see our new items. 

We have costume jewelry & Avon products.

Lots more items – Come by & see!

Sally Panting – Co-manager

The Hillsboro Area Chamber of Commerce Presents

Willie Nelson & Family

July 3 Picnic

At Carl’s Corner

The first 5,000 tickets sold benefit the Hill County Fire Departments. 

Tickets on sale now! - $35.00

Performers include:

Asleep at the Wheel Del Castillo

Geezinslaw Brothers Pauline Reese

Ray Price Willie Nelson

More acts to come!

For ticket information call:

The Itasca Fire Department

254-687-2588 or 254-337-0318 

or any member of the Itasca Fire Department

Help Your Community Join the Itasca Chamber of Commerce

$15 individual membership

$36 Business membership

Contact Chamber President Lance Meinzer at Citizens State Bank or any Chamber Director for 
more information.

You Are Invited!

Bridal Shower in honor of Tiana Neely

Saturday, June 24 2-4 p.m. 

Central Baptist Church in Itasca. 

Hostesses: Kay Farquhar, Dianne Taylor, Pam Willman, Becky Fowler, Bethany Fowler, and 
Shermaine Malone and Erin Malone.

Rotarians Establish Memorial

Press Release

The Itasca Rotary Club has set up a memorial in honor of Ralph Bailey, Chester Baker and 
Harold Fehnel. The funds will be used to purchase new tables for the Rotary Room. 

If you would like to give, please make your check out to Itasca Rotary Club with a memo about 
the memorial

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com - (972) 872-0761

Come Celebrate Juneteenth

Saturday, June 17

Place: Crouch Park

Come join the activities!

FOOD TALENT SHOW

3 ON 3 Basketball

Praise/Drill Team Dominos

For information, call 687-2314 or 687-9854 or 687-2019 Parade to begin at 9:00 a.m. Festivities to 
begin following the parade. 
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Letter to the Editor

 

 

 

 

Without an adoption area, we were given no hope.

 

Dear Editor, I’m writing asking every citizen of Hill County for your support of Hill County Paw 
Pals at our upcoming meeting with Hillsboro City Council next week on Tuesday, June 20 at 
Hillsboro Town Hall (Corner of Corsicana Highway and Cho Street). One of the council’s agenda 
items will be Paw Pals’ Plan of Action (approval process for donating a new animal shelter facility 
to replace the current facility). Paw Pals will hold a support rally at 6:45pm prior to the 7:00 p.m. 
meeting. 

The picture I’ve included with this letter are of three innocent dogs that are no longer with us. 
They were sadly euthanized only to make room for others to follow. These three faces are what 
keep me going and working so hard to raise enough money to construct a much needed animal 
shelter that will offer basic standards for humane treatment and offer an adoption program. The 
only thing these innocent animals did was to be born in a county that does not have an adoption 
program and where nearly 100% systematic euthanasia is practiced. Nearly all major cities and 
counties in Central Texas are doing a great job with their volunteers and making a big difference 
in the amount of animals they are saving from euthanasia and we can do it too. Our impounded 
animals need a better place to be housed where they have room, shelter from the heat and cold 
and a place for them to exercise. Our current facility offers only cramped quarters and puts great 
stress on them which keeps them in an anxious state. There are some really great dogs that enter 
our shelter that need our help. Together we can make a difference by supporting Paw Pals in 
getting this animal shelter built for Hillsboro and eventually for county wide use. We need your 
help with your show of support. We were not able to help save the lives of these dogs but we can 
make a difference with hundreds of lives of others by giving them a chance for adoption. With 
education, legislation, spay and neutering and adoption programs in our community, we just can’t 
fail. I do sincerely appreciate everyone’s support and now Hill County Paw Pals needs you on 
June 20th. Please, show up and stand up for all the animals of Hill County. Replacing the current 
facility and giving these animals a better way of life is just the right thing to do.

Sincerely, Lana Crow

Fund Raising Chairperson for Paw Pals

First Presbyterian Church invites Children to Fiesta 

"Where Kids Are Fired Up About Jesus!"

Press Release

"This year our church is jumping with excitement as we have a Fiesta," says Becky Billingsley, 
VBS Director. "Our Fiesta program will provide fun, memorable Bible-learning activities for kids 
of all ages. Each day kids will sing catchy songs, play games, nibble Maraca Munchies, experience 
electrifying Bible adventures, and create Bible Point Crafts."

"Fiesta is an exciting way for kids to learn more about Jesus’ love," says Becky. 

Fiesta begins on June 26 and continues through June 30. Meet at First Presbyterian Church of 
Itasca, 106 N. Lamar, each day from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. For more information, call the 
church at 687-2243 or Diane Barnes at 687-2963.

Mesa Rica

Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main St Itasca, TX

254-687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Monday - Friday 9 a.m.-2p.m.

5p.m.-9p.m.

Saturday & Sunday Closed

Busy Bee Café #2

114 S. Hill St Itasca, TX

254-687-9999

Breakfast - 7:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Lunch – 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Daily Lunch Special - $5.99

Includes Entrée, Veggies & Dessert

Thursday Special - $4.95

Hamburger with FF or Tots

No substitutes no add-ons
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YARD SALE

Saturday, June 24

701 Mill St. Itasca

Corner of K Lane & Mill St.

(Weather permitting)

Hill County Paw Pals Recycling Cans to Save Lives

Press Release 

Hill County Paw Pals, the group building and then donating an animal shelter to Hillsboro with 
goals to evolve into "contracted" county-use, is pleased to announce their aluminum can recycling 
project. Ronnie and Dana Fuchs, proprietors of CenTex Trailers, Inc., donated a 16’ trailer 
designed specifically for storing aluminum cans to our organization. Paw Pals will start collecting 
aluminum cans on the first Tuesday of each month during our Low Cost Sterilization/Vaccination 
Clinic. Jean Landis has volunteered to keep the trailer at her place to store the donated cans. In 
general, the recycling concept will be people dropping their cans (please only clean aluminum cans
—crushed if possible) off at the clinic which is held on the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Court House Annex (located on the corner of Walnut and Covington Street one block south of the 
Court House) from 8am to 5pm. Once the trailer is full, Jean will pull the trailer to a recycling 
center and cash the crop of aluminum cans for dollars. The fund will be directed to Paw Pals’ 
Spay/Neuter and Adoption Programs. 

Please support this project by saving your aluminum cans and donating them to our cause. 
"Together we CAN eliminate pet overpopulation". To make appointments to schedule your pet 
for sterilization call 1-866-310-PETS. For more information about Paw Pals call 580-0679 or email 
hcpawpals@yahoo.com. 

House for Rent

Small two bedrooms 

Call 687-2709

Willie Donates Tickets to Paw Pals

 

Willie Nelson recently donated 500 tickets for his July 3rd Picnic to 
Hill County Paw Pals to help support their goal of building and 
donating an animal shelter for Hillsboro to evolve into "contracted" 
county use. Pictured presenting the tickets to Paw Pals volunteers 
Lana Crow and Mike Hendricks from left to right are Rick Dees, 
Hendricks, Crow, Carl Cornelius, and Jason Cornelius. Tickets can 

be purchased for $35 each at Antique Village or Citizens National Bank in Hillsboro. For more 
information call Lana at 582-8632 or 582-8902.

Support Itasca Elementary by Saving General Mills

Box Tops 4 Education

Please continue to save your box tops. The school has raised over $800 for the school 
with your help.

All report cards can be picked at each campus office 

Monday-Thursday

8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
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