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Relay For Life 2006

Over 500 Luminarias Keep the Fire of Hope Burning

Enthusiasm and dedication are two of the catchphrases 
used to describe the scores of volunteers at the 6th Annual 
Hill County Relay For Life event at Patton Field in Itasca.

The Event began at 5:30 p.m. with a Survivors Dinner and 
Celebration in the school cafeteria. The Itasca Desktop 
Classes furnished beautiful placemats featuring the last 
five Relay For Life celebrations and Abbott students 
served as hosts for the dinner.

On the field, campsites, luminarias and the entertainment stage were set up. Jordan Lloyd and 
Brittany DeSpain helped open the event by singing the Star Spangle Banner. The Survivors Lap 
(pictured bottom), which officially kicks off the Relay For Life signifies the "strength and courage 
that the participates have and that survivorship is real and that through the American Cancer 
Society Relay For Life great progress in the battle against cancer is being made."

and honor those currently battling the disease. At 10:00 p.m. when 
the lights were turned off, the glow of the luminarias served as a 
powerful reminder to the participants as to why they were there and 
what their contributions would be used for.

Winning awards were Donna’s Angels for the "Best Campsite," 
Curves for the "Most Spirit," and Team Hope from Whitney High 

School for the "Most Laps award." 

Pictures on page 7.

 

IHS 2001 Grad Making Wine in California

Kelley Childers, 2001 graduate of Itasca High School, sent the 
following article to the PPP about life after high school. After high 
school graduation, Kelley attended Baylor University, graduating in 
December 2004 with a Bachelor of Science degree in health sciences, 
with chemistry as her focus. Following graduation, she sought a 
position with the Technical Management Development Program 
with E&J Gallo Vineyards in California, makers of many lines of 
fine wines. Accepted into the program, she began her career in a 

sales position in Denver, CO in June 2005 before transferring in February 2006 to Modesto, CA to 
become a professional winemaker. Presently, she lives and works in the Modesto and Livingston, 
CA area and manages the production of Carlo Rossi and Livingston Cellars brands of burgundy 
bottled by the Gallo Corporation. Continued on page 4

Ex-PPP Editor Heads to Europe 

Reporter Megan Goff

IHS 2001 graduate Mike Goff walked across the stage to receive a 
diploma once again on May 13, 2006. Mike was one of only 150 
graduates that received a coveted degree from Texas A&M at 
Galveston during the Spring Commencement. 

Continued on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us for our schools, our government, our country and any other requests that you 
may have. A prayer box will be available to drop your request in. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for 
you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have 
chosen and consecrated this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will 
always be there. 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 

Presbyterian Church Game Night

The First Presbyterian Church of Itasca has a Game Night on the 3rd Tuesday evening of each 
month. Everyone is invited to join us! Bring a finger-food and a favorite game, if you like. If you 
don't play games, just come enjoy the food and fellowship! Join us May 16 at 6:00 in Barton Hall. 
Please join us!

If you have ears that can 

Hear the Gospel as well - As the cries of the

Naked, hungry and lost!

If you have eyes that can - See beyond self wants 

Unto the well being of Others!

If you have a heart that

Can obey the Gospel and Willing to serve!

We need you at the

Church of Christ

200 N. Aquilla St. Itasca, Texas 76055

Joe Wood Coutret’s Memorial Service set for June 10

Press Release

Itasca native Joe Wood Coutret passed away last year and his nieces and nephews will honor him 
by placing a stone on his grave in the Itasca Cemetery on June 10, 2006 at 10:00 a.m.

Following the ceremony the Presbyterian Church will host a punch and pastry brunch for the 
friends and family. Friends are invited to come and visit with the family there.

Coutret’s family lived in Itasca for many years and he was a graduate of the IHS Class of 1944.

April Police Report

4-29 – Vehicle stuck in mud – DWI arrest – I-35W southbound exit 8

4-29 – Suspicious vehicle – DWI arrest – 200 blk. Jones St.

4-30 – Noise complaint – Lamar St.

4-30 – Vehicle stop – Arrest made for possession of control substance (marijuana >2 oz.) – I-35W 
northbound mm 8

4-30 – Investigated alarm – 100 blk. E. Main St.

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meetings during summer months 

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thurs. & Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Closed from 12 – 1 for lunch Except Tuesday 2-3 lunch

Questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437
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Goff Earns Degree

Continued from page 1

He earned a Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology. Shortly after graduation, Mike and his 
brother Danny, Class of 2002, left for a backpacking trip across Europe before Mike is to join the 
Peace Corp in the fall. 

Attending the ceremony were his parents Wallace and Sandra Goff; sisters, Laura (Class of 1999), 
Megan and Eun Bin Chang; brothers, Danny and Tom Vongsurit and high school teachers, Mrs. 
Janet Gordon, Mrs. Brenda Swilley and Mrs. Barbara Petrash.

Board Sets 2007 County Fair Dates

Press Release The Reporter 

The Board of Directors of Hill County Ag Youth met recently in Hillsboro and set the dates for the 
2007 Hill County Fair. The event will be held at the fairgrounds in Hillsboro Tuesday-Saturday, 
January 23-27. The home economics division registration day will be moved back a day from 
Wednesday to Tuesday. Judging will take place Wednesday, exhibits will be open to the public 
Thursday and items will be released Friday. The entry fee was also increased from $1 to $2 per 
item.

The livestock division will weigh in animals Wednesday with lambs, goats and hogs shown on 
Thursday. The day will conclude with the kids’ events. Friday shows will include chickens, 
rabbits, steers and heifers. The sale of chickens, rabbits and home economics items will be at 7 p.
m. Friday in the exhibits building. The horse show will start things off Saturday, followed by the 
dairy show. The premium sale of steers, swine, sheep and goats will get underway at 1 p.m. in the 
show ring to cap off the fair. 

The board also approved several rule changes for both the home economics and livestock 
divisions. The top 75 percent of all livestock classes will still sell, but there will be no bump up in 
the sale order. Rabbit exhibitors will have the option to raise their own animals or purchase 
animals for the show. There will be a tag-in date, which will be established later, to certify rabbits 
that will be shown. The born-and-bred winners from steer and heifer shows will be determined 
based on their rankings in their original classes and not by a separate judge. A list of judges and 
alternates was also approved for the livestock division. A board-planning meeting is expected to be 
held in June.

Public Notice

The City of Itasca has maintained the upkeep of vacant lots due to the property owner’s oversight 
or negligence. It is the responsibility of the property owner to maintain the upkeep and 
maintenance of their property. Therefore, this notice will serve as an official notice that the City of 
Itasca will begin to charge $150.00 for each time the city mows and clean property. This notice is 
in hopes that property owners will take the initiative to clean their lots and abide by the City of 
Itasca Code of Ordinance.

Felicia Mayberry

Office of Code Enforcement

"The Heritage of Hill County"

News Release

The Heritage of Hill County, Texas books are for sale for $60 each at these locations in Hill 
County: Covington City Hall, 402 Gathings Ave., in Covington during working hours Monday 
through Friday. Phone: (254) 854-2373 

Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce, 115 N Covington Street, in Hillsboro Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Phone: (254) 582-2481

Will Lowrance, Hill County Historical Commission, Harris Education Center, 200 Line Street in 
Hillsboro. Contact him by cell phone: (254) 749-6908 or office phone: (254) 580-0191

Hill County Cell Block Museum, 120 North Waco Street in Hillsboro. Open Saturdays. For 
information contact: Richard Greenhill, (254) 582-8912

Price, if ordered by mail, is $65.00 each.

The quickest way to order a book to be mailed is to call Heritage Publishing Consultants, Inc., 1-
800-568-1611. A $5.00 shipping and handling fee will be added to make the total cost $65.00. 
Books may be charged to credit cards by phone. Books may also be ordered online at www.
heritagepublishing.net To order books by mail send a $65 check made out to the Hill County 
Heritage Book Committee to: Heritage Publishing Consultants, Inc. P.O. Box 67, Clanton, AL 
35046.

Texas Driver's License.

Something all Texans should know, especially since this has received very little publicity, is that 
your Texas driver's license has a phone number on the back, just above the bar code on the lower 
left side; 1-800-525-5555. (It is VERY SMALL PRINT but it IS there). This number can be called 
for emergency assistance on the highway or wherever you might have trouble while in you car. A 
service truck will be sent to you. This service is state operated, paid for with your tax dollars. If 
you are ever stranded, just call the number on your driver's license - help is on the way. A state 
trooper will be sent to make sure all is well too. Good to know before you go on vacation. 
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Winemaking at Gallo

Continued from page 1

California has proven itself one of the 
best states in the nation for the 
production of wine. The climate, soil, and 
water all come together to make perfect 
conditions for growing numerous types of 
grapes. At the E & J Gallo Winery in 
Livingston, California, we are home to 
over 3,000 acres of grapes, including 
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Merlot, 
Syrah, and several other types. In 2005, 

we had the largest harvest of grapes that the world has ever seen: approximately 450,000 tons of 
grapes. In each ton, we received an average of 180 gallons of juice to ferment; thus, the Livingston 
winery produced roughly 81 million gallons of wine, most of which is being bottled under the 
Turning Leaf, Barefoot Cellars, Redwood Creek, Gallo Family Vineyards (formerly Twin Valley), 
Livingston Cellars, and Peter Vella labels. 

As a new incoming winemaker for the company, I was astonished at the size of the equipment that 
we have. We have four very large "crush pits" that receive the grapes that are harvested from the 
fields. These pits will run nearly non-stop between the months of August and November, our 
harvest season. After the grapes are crushed and processed, they are sent out to one of four 
hundred tanks we have that will hold anywhere from 50,000 gallons to 600,000 gallons. In 
Livingston, we are also the home of a fully operational chemistry lab, production cellar, distillery, 
and oak roaster. All of our wines are bottled in Modesto, California, located just north of 
Livingston. It is an amazing facility and quite a sight to see! 

When I first arrived, I spent a month in the lab, helping to run various analyses on the wine. I 
helped to pull various samples and test them for their sugar, alcohol, and acid levels. I worked 
very closely with the winemakers to ensure that the wines were chemically stable. Then, I moved 
into winemaking, where I worked with both the white and red winemaking teams. I frequently 
participated in tastings of many wines, and I really began to help the Chardonnay winemakers. 
With their help, I took several types of Chardonnay wine (fruity, buttery, or oaky) and put 
together a really nice blend that everyone really enjoyed. It is currently being bottled and should 
be in stores during the summer (Redwood Creek 2005 Chardonnay). Now, I work solely on red 
wines, specifically Syrah (or Shiraz as Australians call it). It is a grape that makes very full and 
rich red wines of intense color and flavor. Usually, they tend to be slightly sweeter and taste of ripe 
fruit. However, if the weather tends to be cooler, then Syrah often shows more pepper and spice 
aromas and flavors. It’s a great, yet very challenging wine to make. 

I recently had the opportunity to participate in an "off-season harvest" in Modesto. Gallo 
imported a very small amount of Cabernet Sauvignon grapes from Chile, which is now in their 
harvest season. These grapes will not be used for making wine that we sell; instead, they will be 
used for various research projects that we conduct internally. I got the chance to assist in the 
winemaking process for these grapes. When the grapes arrived, we inspected the tiny, extremely 
sweet grapes for their quality. Their appearance was perfect: small, firm, and deeply colored. 
They tasted sweeter than any grape I had ever tasted, and their skins were tough to bite into. They 
were perfect! We quickly began to load the crusher and destemmer with the tiny bundles. During 
this process, the grapes are pulled from the stems, and the majority of them burst open. We then 
let the grapes drop down into very small tanks, allowing their own weight to crush the themselves 
and extract more juice. We then analyzed the juice for its sugar and acid levels. Unfortunately, the 
sugar levels were a bit higher than we wanted, so we had to make some minor adjustments to the 
juice (if we left the sugar level too high, then we would ultimately create wine with too high of an 
alcohol level). Once the sugar was to our satisfaction, we inoculated the tanks with yeast and 
nutrients that allow the yeast to complete the fermentation smoothly. Then, we simply got to sit 
back and watch the fermentation take place. Each day, we tasted the juice and watched as the 
sugar levels decreased and the alcohol level increased. Now, the wine is aging and will be ready for 
tasting among the winemaking department in approximately six months. 

We are now preparing for the upcoming harvest. With each passing day, the vines grow greener 
and fuller. Soon, they will bloom and berries will begin to appear. Within the next month, I’ll start 
to make trips out to the vineyard to check the grapes and see how well-balanced the grapes are. 
The harvest season will soon be here for the production of 2006 wines. 
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Itasca’s Wildside 

One Tough Team

Press Release

Front row (left to right): Mary Maddox, Sarah Jean, Ashley 
Durham, Danielle Wright. Back row: Devin Corbitt-
Manager/score keeper, Jasmine Guy, Meagan Prescott, 
Shelbi Rogers, Katelyn Seaman, Autumn Pelham, Pam 
Russell

Wildside, Itasca Girls Softball 14U team took second place 
in the Mansfield ASA/PONY sanctioned tournament April 
21-23. The team lost their first game 3-2 to Mansfield High 
Octane. Itasca Wildside then had to face Benbrook’s No 

Fear after they had just eliminated another team from the tournament. Itasca took command, 
knocking No Fear out of the competition with an 11-0 win. 

Wildside returned Sunday afternoon to face the Lady Knockouts, who had sent the Stingers home 
on Saturday. Once again, they were victorious with a 12-1 score. 

After a 15-minute break, play resumed against the Jaguars. Itasca was able to hang on in a close 
one, 8-7. Itasca Wildside battled their way back to face High Octane once again. The tide was 
turned in this one with Itasca winning 3-2 in 6 innings. 

With one lose each, Wildside and High Octane had to play again for the Championship. With the 
strong and determined pitching of Ashley Durham, the game went back and forth. At the end of 
regulation time, the score was tied. The game went into an international tiebreaker. After seven 
and a half hours of non-stop softball and four international tiebreaker innings, Itasca Wildside 
came up one run short, losing 10-9. 

Although they lost the last game, Itasca proudly brought home a well-deserved trophy.

The Wildside is coached by Barry Durham and Susan Corbitt.

Tornado Safety for Texans

Public Service

Austin – tornadoes can occur at any time of year in Texas, including December, but they happen 
most often in spring and summer. Spokespersons for the Governor’s Division of Emergency 
Management urge Texans to learn what to do when a tornado is sighted. The most important rule 
is to get low and stay low.

**Seek shelter in an interior room on the lowest floor of the home, such as a bathroom, closet or 
room without windows.

**In an office building, to an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor.

**Leave your mobile home and take shelter in a nearby building. If no building is nearby, lie flat 
in a ditch or ravine.

**Never stay inside a car. Leave the car and lie flat in a ditch or a ravine. If a building is nearby, 
take shelter inside. Never try to outrun a tornado in your car.

**At school, follow plans and to a designated shelter area, usually interior hallways on the lowest 
floor. Avoid auditoriums, gyms and areas with wide, free-span roofs.

**Go to the interior rooms and halls on the lowest floor of a shopping center. Do not leave the 
shopping center to get in your car.

**If you are in open country, take cover on low, protected ground.

**Avoid areas near exterior glass or doors, areas along exterior walls, or rooms with wide expanse 
roofs – such as auditoriums, cafeteria and gyms.

**Learn the difference between a Tornado Watch and a Tornado Warning. A Tornado Watch 
means watch the sky. A Tornado Warning means a tornado is on the ground and you must seek 
shelter immediately.

40-YEAR REUNION

The class of 1966 is having its 40-year class reunion on June 10, 2006. They would be happy to 
have classes from 1960 to 1969 come join them. 

Saturday, June 10, 2006 Lone Star Café (close to mall)

100 Dynasty Drive - Hillsboro, Texas

5:00 PM – 1:00 AM (Come and go as you like)

This restaurant has food, bar access, and, most importantly, a room just for all of us. If you have 
any questions, contact:

Janice (Westberry) Goodman - Wk: 254-582-0080

Myra (Boyd) Davenport-Home - 817-295-2804

Veralyn (Davis) Crawford-Home - 864-287-7750

Marie (Schaefer) Whitson – Home – 281-495-3426

mswhitsin@sbcglobal.net

Check out the event’s website: http://www.itascaspecialgettogether2006.myevent.com
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Paw Pals’ Success Continues with Pet 
Sterilizations, Vaccinations

Press Release

Hill County Paw Pals, the grassroots group raising funds to 
build and then donate an animal shelter for Hillsboro with 
goals of becoming a "contracted" county-use facility, recently 
performed its fifteenth low cost sterilization clinic. Through 

collaboration with Texas Coalition for Animal Protection, a nonprofit Denton based group, Paw 
Pals is able to perform this vital low cost service for Hill County. Under the leadership of Kathy 
Moore, some 540 companion animals (dogs and cats) have been sterilized and 1,109 rabies 
vaccinations have been administered. 

"Pet overpopulation can only be controlled with proactive programs," says Moore. "Communities 
cannot adopt or euthanize their way out of pet overpopulation—the proactive programs of 
education, legislation, and spay/neuter are the keys," added Moore. 

The volunteers who made this service day a success were: Sarah Bennett, Susan Crawford, Cleo 
Davis, Dana and Ronnie Fuchs, Anita Gilley, Jane Green, Mike Hendricks, Mary Ann Johnson, 
Jean Landis, Kathy Moore, Stan and Judith Parrotte, Diana Prince, and Lea Slocum. Many 
thanks also go to Tina Herod, manager of Hillsboro’s Starbucks, for donating delicious coffee for 
our volunteers.

An Australian Shepherd, being fostered by Paw Pals volunteer Sarah Bennett after being rescued 
from Hillsboro’s quarantine facility, was at the clinic receiving his vaccinations and sterilization 
(per Paw Pals’ adoption policy) and hoping to be adopted by his own forever family. The Pope 
family saw him when they brought their two dogs for appointments and made the caring decision 
to add him to their family. For the low adoption fee of $65, which covers sterilization and rabies 
vaccination, the shepherd went home with his new family that evening.

Low Cost Sterilization/Vaccination Clinics are held on the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Courthouse Annex in Hillsboro. Appointments are required for sterilization by calling 1-866-310-
PETS. Vaccinations are given on a first come, first serve basis from 10am-2pm. 

To learn more about Paw Pals, call 580-0679 or email hcpawpals@yahoo.com. For more 
information about Paw Pals’ Sterilization Clinics, call Kathy Moore at 582-9374. Please remember 
that pet overpopulation can be solved. For every animal killed in an animal shelter or abandoned, 
someone somewhere is responsible. People are the cause of pet overpopulation and it will take 
people to correct it. Please help us make a difference in Hill County - spay or neuter your pet(s).

Today is Thursday

By Betty Hendricks & Sarah Bennett

Today is Thursday. In the past, I looked forward to Thursday, my usual day off from work. Now 
Thursdays have taken on a completely new meaning. Thursday is execution day at the city animal 
shelter. Well, they really call it euthanasia because it does sound better. On Thursday morning, 
the dogs no one wants or cares about anymore are given a lethal injection and their souls quietly 
leave this earth. They did nothing wrong; their only mistake was being born into a world in which 
no one wanted them or simply wandering too far from home one day and no one came to the 
shelter to find them. I like to think they are going to a better place, one where they finally know 
love, respect, and peace and are finally free from the suffering most of them knew during their 
lives and in their final days on this earth. Thursday mornings I say a prayer for each of these little 
souls, God’s creatures, and I pray that Paw Pals continues to go forward so the fate of these dogs 
is not what lies in store for future dogs in Hill County. I also pray that some day there will be no 
animals at the shelter on Thursday mornings and all the dogs and cats in Hill County have a home 
or at least receive a respectful, peaceful end to their lives.

Hillsboro and Hill County have a severe pet overpopulation problem. In Hill County, at least 1000 
dogs are euthanized each year and hundreds more are abandoned in rural areas and left to die 
alone of starvation and disease. Hill County Paw Pals formed to tackle this problem. Building a 
new shelter for Hillsboro that can be contracted for county use is a main Paw Pals goal. A new 
animal shelter will not solve pet overpopulation. However, an animal shelter that reflects the 
concern of citizens for these animals can be a source of pride for our community and civic leaders 
and it can be a large step forward in improving current conditions. 

Continued on page 8.
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Angel Food Ministry 
Continues to Grow

June 2006 Menu 

(1) 4 lb. Chicken Thighs or Drumsticks

(1) 2.5 lb. Pork Spare Ribs (1) 16 oz. Pasta

(4) 4 oz. Hamburger Patties (1) 16 oz. Rice 

(1) 3 lbs. Breaded Frying Chicken (1) 16 oz. Corn

(1) 1 lb. Fully Cooked Meatballs 

(1) 2 lb. Chicken Breast (1) 16 oz. Baked Beans

(1) 15 oz. Chicken Pot Pie Soup (1) Dessert Item 

(1) 24 oz. Roasted Potatoes w/Garlic & Onions

(1) 20 oz. BBQ Sauce 1) 7.5 oz. Pancake Mix

(1) 12 oz. Peanut Butter (1) Dozen Eggs

We accept the Lone Star Card!

ALL THIS FOR THE LOW COST OF JUST $25.00

**One or more specials 

available only with the purchase of a regular unit.**

**June Special #1 **June Special #2

Grill Box (6) 17 oz. Pepperoni Pizzas

6 4 oz. Chicken Breast $10.00

4 8oz. Sirloin Strip Steaks

4 4 oz. Hamburger **June Special #3

$18.00 10 lbs. Popcorn Chicken

$15.00

Order Dates: Tuesday, June 6 from 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. & Thursday, June 8 from 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. in the first Presbyterian Church fellowship hall (side entrance of the church behind the 
bank).

Distribution Day: Saturday, June 24, 2006 from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon only. Pick up at the 
fellowship hall located at the side entrance of the church behind the bank. You can order & pay 
for the next month at that time if you would like. 

Orders are non-refundable. Orders not picked up will be donated. 

REGISTERED

CHILD CARE HOME

Kimberly Graig--687-2467

701 Mill St. Itasca

One spot available in August

Paw Pals

Continued from page 6

In Texas, 30% of animals from shelters can be saved through adoption programs. Our current 
shelter does not have an area where citizens can come to view and adopt prospective new pets. In 
fact, the current shelter lacks air conditioning, heating, kennel runs or proper drainage so animals 
must lie in or next to their excrement until it is cleaned by the Animal Control Officer (ACO). The 
current ACO does the absolute best job he can in caring for these dogs with the shelter as it is, but 
we can and must do better. The construction of a new shelter will offer so much more than simply 
a holding facility for animals awaiting euthanasia. It will offer adoption options, a clean, safe 
holding facility, and for those animals with no other options: a respectful, peaceful death in 
compliance with the mandates of the state of Texas.

Paw Pals has a vision to improve the fate of pets in Hill County. Paw Pals is a non-profit group 
that plans to work with the Animal Control officer(s) to make a local animal shelter a place of 
hope. Paw Pals has raised funds to build a new facility that will offer adoption opportunities for 
abandoned dogs and cats (donated at no cost to tax payers). The city of Hillsboro has no legislation 
that authorizes animal control to pick up stray cats, but Paw Pals plans to offer a cattery at the 
shelter, dedicated to the memory of Krissy Leatherwood. The cattery would offer homeless cats a 
chance for a new home.

Again, a new animal shelter will not fix the pet overpopulation problems in Hill County. However, 
a low cost spay/neuter program is the crux of getting control of the situation we’re in right now: 
more animals being born than there are people to care for them. Paw Pals has instituted a highly 
successful program under the direction of Kathy Moore through collaboration with TCAP, the 
Texas Coalition for Animal Protection. Approximately 600 pets have been sterilized over the past 
15 months, and this has ultimately prevented the birth of about 6000 kittens and puppies. Paw 
Pals urges each citizen of Hill County to have their pet spayed or neutered by their local 
veterinarian or through Paw Pals spay/neuter clinic and to ensure the healthy life for their pet by 
providing them regular wellness visits and vaccinations by a veterinarian.

The dogs in this picture are no longer here in this world. Each week, however, they are replaced 
by more sets of hopeful eyes looking for a home. Hillsboro and Hill County can and will do better, 
but only with your help. If you would like to do your part in helping Hill County Paw Pals reach 
its goal of eliminating pet overpopulation in Hill County, please call 580-0679 or email 
hcpawpals@yahoo.com. If you need information about the low cost spay/neuter clinic, please call 
Kathy Moore at 582-9374.
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Do You Remember When . . . ? 

The Itasca Presbyterian Children’s Home 

Columnist Carl Sweeney 

Five and one half miles east of Itasca the Southwestern Home is located on an elevated plateau, 
overlooking the beautiful Files Valley. The home is owned and controlled by the Synods of Texas 
and Oklahoma of the Presbyterian Church of the United States. It was originally named "The 
Southwestern Presbyterian Home and School for Orphans". 

The home was born as an idea at a meeting of the Texas Synod, Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, at Milford, Texas in 1903. 

Mr. and Mrs. D.S. Files came to Hill County before 1900, and built their home at the foot of the 
hill, and they are buried half way up the hill from the children’s home. David Files’ sons donated 
three hundred sixty acres of land and three thousand dollars was initially collected to start the 
project. The Synod of Texas was authorized to advertise for bids for construction. More than a 
year later bids were opened December 29, 1904. Steps were then taken to secure more funds from 
the churches. A contract for the first building was awarded in the summer of 1905. A twelve room 
two story brick building was built at a cost of $6,000. It was named Files Cottage.

It was decided to have cottages with about twenty children each instead of dormitory type 
housing, so as to create a more family like atmosphere. This has proven to be successful. Later, as 
funds became available other cottages were erected.

In 1928 a need was determined for a small hospital, or a place for the ill. Also a place for the 
teachers to live. So in the spring of 1928, the building was ready. It had rooms for patients and 
isolated rooms for the contagious, operating and dental rooms and six bedrooms for the teachers. 
It was named the J.D. McLean Memorial building for the devoted service Dr. McLean rendered 
for 16 years to the home. 

After that came a steam laundry, a dairy barn, sewage system, and the Texas Power and Light 
Company ran lines from Itasca for the electric power in 1924. Later there were cattle and a hog 
parlor for raising their pork, and caged layers for the eggs. The dairy was discontinued before the 
middle 60’s. 

The children and staff attended the Files Valley Presbyterian Church for years before coming to 
the Church in Itasca after the church in the Valley burned down on December 25, 1933. 

The home purchased 230 acres of land from the old Itasca County Club in 1942. Some of the 
members donated their parts and the home purchased the rest. They now have about 500 acres. 

Dr. C.C. Campbell and dentist Dr. G.R. Ritchey provided services for the children at little or no 
cost. "The Children’s Herald" listed Dr. Ritchey’s bill for the year at ten dollars. He said that 
should cover it. 

The home went through some hard times during the depression. Around 1929 to 1933 sometimes 
the expenses exceeded the income. For instance in the 1932-33 year the total receipts for the home 
were only $20,040.62. In July, 1929 receipts were only $998.10 and in August it was only $1, 
292.99. At that time expenses for 2 months were about $2,500. That might pay the light bill now. 

In 1929, Mr. Pat E Hooks was elected president of the Austin College Board of Trustees. He was 
also treasurer of the Presbyterian Home at that time. After Mr. Watts was gone, Hooks was also 
acting president until a permanent one could be hired, incidentally with no compensation at his 
request. 

The home somehow pulled through the depression like the rest of us, and seems to be doing well 
today. 

Some facts and other history of the home are the first bus purchased in 1937, the second one in 
1956. I have no information since then. "The Orphans Herald" was first published in 1907. The 
name was later changed to "The Children’s Herald." The Fred Morrison Cottage burned in 1940 
and again in 1953. There were also other fires, including a barn. The home also for years operated 
a dining hall, where the evening and Sunday noon meals were served, also a grocery commissary.

The first graduates from the home’s school were Ruby McDurham, Anna Meidle, Opal Watson, 
and Roma Larson. The most students to graduate in 1943 were from the home in Itasca. There 
were twelve of them. Benny Alley was class president and Gene Strickland was Rotary Boy. 

In 1955, the Bertram Chapel was built on campus. The young people go to church at the Itasca 
Presbyterian Church, but Vespers has always been held on Wednesday at the Chapel. 

Presidents, executives, or directors as they are called today, who have served are Reverend J.D. 
McLean, who helped start the home, J.E. Watts, Pat Hooks (acting director), Reverend N.R. 
Hawkins, Reverend Jerry Newbold, Reverend Ralph Weedon, and currently Dr. Verl Childers.

There has been much more history connected with the home, but space here does not permit it. 
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Summer Duty at the Paw Print Press

Reporter Shawna Pratt

Even though the school year is ending, the Paw Print Press 
will still be operating just as during the school year. 

If anyone would like to put an article or an ad in the paper 
during the summer, you must to get it to Mrs. Petrash the 
week before you want it published. The outgoing and 
incoming PPP staff will work on the newspaper during the 
summer months folding, stapling, and delivering to all 
subscribers. 

The PPP’s address is 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX 76055 or 
send it to Mrs. Petrash @ 405 N/ King St., Itasca, TX 76055 or 

e-mail it to bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us or bpetrash@htcomp.net. 

There is no charge for ads or articles. We do ask that if you submit a Letter to the Editor for 
publication that you limit it to 175-200 words. All Letters to the Editor must be signed. 

Subscriptions are $22 a year (52 issues). Send check to PPP, 123 N. College St., Itasca, TX 76055.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED 2006-2007 BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed FY 2006-
2007 Operating Budget on Monday, June 19, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held in the 
Itasca Municipal Court at 136 N. Hill Street, Itasca, Texas in the Council Chambers.

Mayor David Heald

Fleas & Tiques

Come by and see our new items. 

We have costume jewelry & Avon products.

Lots more items – Come by & see!

Sally Panting – Co-manager

The Hillsboro Area Chamber of Commerce Presents

Willie Nelson & Family

July 3 Picnic

http://www.itascaspecialgettogether2006.myevent.com/


At Carl’s Corner

The first 5,000 tickets sold benefit the Hill County Fire Departments.

Tickets on sale now! - $35.00

Performers include:

Asleep at the Wheel Del Castillo

Geezinslaw Brothers Pauline Reese

Ray Price Willie Nelson

More acts to come!

For ticket information call:

The Itasca Fire Department

254-687-2588 or 254-337-0318 

or any member of the Itasca Fire Department

Help Your Community

Join the Itasca 

Chamber of Commerce

$15 individual membership

$36 Business membership

Contact Chamber President Lance Meinzer at Citizens State Bank or any Chamber director for 
more information.

Public Notice

Michael and Nanette Cox are filing an application for a local option election which would allow 
the "The legal sale of wine on the premises of a holder of a winery permit." in Hill County J.P. 
Precinct #2. The application will be filed with Patsy Damschen of the Hill County Elections Office.

June 

Calendar of Events

June 5- August 21 – School Vacation

June 12 – Zoning Committee Meeting – 5:30 p.m.

June 12 – School Board Meeting – Swearing in new trustees

June 18 – Father’s Day

June 19 – City Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m.

June 23-24 – Chamber of Commerce Cook-off

Rotarians Establish Memorial

Press Release

The Itasca Rotary Club has set up a memorial in honor of Ralph Bailey, Chester Baker and 
Harold Fehnel. The funds will be used to purchase new tables for the Rotary Room. 

If you would like to give, please make your check out to Itasca Rotary Club with a memo about 
the memorial

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com - (972) 872-0761

 

 

 

June Information

Order Dates – Tuesday, June 6 from 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. & Thursday, June 8 from 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall (side entrance of the church behind the bank).

Distribution Date – Saturday, June 24 from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. only. Pick up at the church. 
You can order and pay for the next month at that time if you would like to. Please return boxes.

**Orders are non-refundable. Orders not picked up will be donated. **

Paw Print Press

123 N. College 

Itasca, Texas 76055


