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Native Son Killed in Nigeria

Itasca Mourns Loss of Ricky Wiginton

Itasca native, Ricky Wiginton, 51, was shot and killed Wednesday, 
May 10 in Port Harcourt, Nigeria. Wiginton, an employee of Baker 
Hughes, was on his way to work when a gunman on a motorcycle 
fatally shot him. According to the Houston Chronicle Wiginton was 
due to return home to Itasca Saturday, May 13.

Wiginton, married to Georgia Wiginton of Itasca, had one 
stepdaughter, Rikki Mason, also of Itasca. He is the son of Charlene Wiginton of Itasca and the 
late James Wiginton. He has two older brothers, Jimmy and Bill Wiginton. 

"He was so well like and will certainly be missed," classmate Pam Willman said. "I was two years 
behind him in school but everyone knew and liked Ricky Wiginton."

Wiginton graduated from Itasca High School in 1973 and attended Texas Lutheran University in 
Seguin, Texas where he played football.

Jean, Bason Elected to Itasca ISD Board of Trustees

Although the weather was beautiful, the turnout for the 2006 School Board election on May 13 
was light. Positions held by Incumbents Rex Jean and Paula Solis were on the ballot. Vying for the 
two seats were Burney Baskett, Felicia Coleman, Paula Solis, Rex Jean, Laura Burt and Susan 
Bason. 

The School Board met on May 16 to canvass the votes and Rex Jean and Susan Bason will be 
sworn in at the June School Board Meeting. 

Susan Bason 109

Rex Jean 74

Paula Solis 70

Felicia Coleman 44

Laura Burt 36

Burney Baskett 35

Garza, Botello Crowned 2006 Cinco de Mayo Royalty

Picture by Bonnie Germer

After months of hard work and fundraising seventeen-year-
old Rita Garza and five-year-old Angelina Botello were 
crowned the 2006 Cinco de Mayo Queen and Duchess at the 
annual celebration. The contest winners are determined by 
the number of votes (money) the nominees raise. All funds 
collected from the queen and duchess nominees are used as 
scholarships for Itasca graduates. 

Rita is the daughter of Kevin and (Queen Mom) Bonnie 
Germer of Itasca. Angelina is the daughter of Victoria and 

Diego Botello of Itasca. Both girls attend Itasca ISD. 

The young ladies will serve as Cinco de Mayo ambassadors for the next year. Their first official 
duty was Tuesday night when they presented scholarship to some very deserving and appreciative 
2006 seniors.

The 2006 Cinco de Mayo celebration had nice weather, with only a few sprinkles of rain. Serving 
as parade marshal was 1969 graduate and Itasca resident Adela Lara Puente. 

One of the first Cinco de Mayo Scholarship recipients, Ninfa Perez Holly, was the featured 
speaker. Holly graduated from Itasca High in 1990. In her speech, she stressed the importance of 
Itasca ISD students to take advantage of all of the opportunities that the community offers their 
graduates. 

Also speaking to the young people about opportunities was native Itascan and entrepreneur Oscar 
Castillo. He is making a difference in a number of young people in Itasca by mentoring them in 
various job skills. 
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us for our schools, our government, our country and any other requests that you 
may have. A prayer box will be available to drop your request in. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for 
you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have 
chosen and consecrated this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will 
always be there. 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 

Presbyterian Church Game Night

The First Presbyterian Church of Itasca has a Game Night on the 3rd Tuesday evening of each 
month. Everyone is invited to join us! Bring a finger-food and a favorite game, if you like. If you 
don't play games, just come enjoy the food and fellowship! Join us June 15 at 6:00 in Barton Hall. 
Please join us!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

No meeting in June, July or August 

First United Methodist Church

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

April Police Report

4-5 – Report of truant student – 800 blk. E. Main St.

4-5 – Assisted DPS with traffic stop - I-35 W northbound mm 11.

4-5 – Report of someone walking on I-35 W northbound mm 10

4-6 – DWI arrest & felony evading – S. Hill & W. Henderson Sts. 

4-6 – Citizen made report of bad gas – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

4-6 – Assisted Border Patrol – I-35 W mm 11

4-6 – Towed vehicles in City – 200 blk. N Weaver St.

4-7 – Report of unlocked gate – S. Hill St.

4-8 – Complaint of loud music – 100 blk. W. Main St.

4-8 – Answered alarm - 1200 blk. S. Files St.

4-8 – Report of phone dialing random numbers - -900 blk. Mill St.

4-8 – Assisted citizen with keys locked in car – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

4-8 – Report of possible arson – 400 blk. S. College St.

4-8 – Arrest for evading arrest – I-35 W 7 FM 934

4-8 – Report of a domestic assault – 800 blk. Loom St.

4-9 – Report of gunshots fired – 400 blk. N. Hill St.

4-9 – Vehicle stop for failing to Yield at sign & no license plate light.

4-10 – Outstanding warrant arrest – Alvarado 

4-10 – Complaint of children playing basketball in street – College & E. Main Sts.

4-10 – Found property turned into Police Station

4-11 – Report of unsecured door – 100 blk. N. College St.

4-11 – Accident I-35 w @ FM 66 – No injuries

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

May 22, 2006 5:30 p.m. 

Citizens State Bank E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

If you have ears that can

Hear the Gospel as well

As the cries of the

Naked, hungry and lost!

If you have eyes that can

See beyond self wants

Unto the well being of Others!

If you have a heart that

Can obey the Gospel and

Willing to serve!

We need you at the

Church of Christ

200 N. Aquilla St.

Itasca, Texas 76055
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April Police Report Continued

Continued from page 2

4-11 – Report of verbal confrontation – 1200 E. Main St.

4-11 – Removed basketball goal blocking street – N. College & E. Main St.

4-13 Responded to silent alarm – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

4-14 – Citations issued for open fire – S. College@E. Adams Sts.

4-14 – Investigated minor accident – 400 blk. K Lane.

4-14 – Animal complaint – large dogs on freeway – mm 8

4-14 – Investigate minor accident – 100 blk. Minnie Dr. 

4-14 – Arrest made for driving while license are revoked.

4-14 – Animal complaint – Dog Fight – 800 blk. Weave St.

4-15 – Driving while intoxicated arrest made – 1200 blk. FM 66 

4-15 – Theft report – 300 blk. E. North St.

4-16 – Responded to call regarding hit & run of a guardrail – Arrested driver (DWI – impounded 
vehicle) I-35 W mm 14

4-16 – Assisted stranded motorist – I-35 W southbound

4-16 – Animal complaint – Files & Adams Sts.

4-17 – Minor accident – 200 blk. N. Hill St.

4-17 – Assisted disable school bus – Hwy 81 southbound

4-17 – Animal complaint – 600 blk. E. Adams St.

4-17 – Arrest for no driver’s license – 900 blk. Mill St.

4-18 – Assisted citizen – keys locked in business – 100 blk. W. Main St.

4-19 – Domestic disturbance – 100 bk. Circle Dr.

4-19 – Suspicious person – 600 bk. S. Files St.

4-20 – Unsecured lock at tennis court – Hooks St.

4-22 – Vehicle impounded – No drivers license, no insurance, no inspection – S. Wall & Forrest Sts.

4-22 – Vehicle stopped – DWLI arrest, vehicle impounded – I 35 W northbound mm 8

4-22 – Loud noise complaint – S. King & E. South Sts.

4-22 – Suspicious vehicle – 700 blk. S. Hill St.

4-23 – Assault arrest made – 500 blk. N. Wesley St.

4-23 – Loud music & cursing – 200 blk. E. Marrion St.

4-23 – Assisted DPS – I-35W northbound mm 7

4-23 – Assisted Grandview PD – I-35W mm 15

4-24 – Assisted City of Maypearl 

4-24 – Burglary of a habitation – 100 blk. Hamilton St.

4-24 – Vehicle stop – Vehicle impounded, no drivers license, no insurance – N. Hill St. @ city limits

4-24 – Theft report – 700 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

4-24 – Animal complaint – Large snake in tree – 200 blk. E. Henderson St.

4-25 – Welfare concern – FM 67

4-25 – Vehicle stopped for speeding – Arrest DWLI

4-25 – Juvenile complaint – 100 blk. S. Aquilla St.

4-26 – Welfare concern – I-35W @ FM 934

4-26 – Report of theft of service – 500 blk. S. Aquilla St.

4-27 – Vehicle stopped (82/65) No drivers license & insurance – Vehicle towed

4-28 – Animal complaint – Loose pit bull – 400 blk. E. Marrion

4-28 – Gas drive-off – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

Rotary News

Johnny Hernandez

The Itasca Rotary Club held its weekly meeting at the 
Rotary Room May 11, 2006. The Pledge was led by Ollie 
Baker and the Invocation was given by Johnny 
Hernandez. Program Chairman, Beverly Fehnel, 
introduced the guest speaker, Mr. David Hernandez, who 
is the Itasca High School Band Director and a resident of 
Fort Worth. Mr. Hernandez spoke to the Rotary Club of 
his recent trip to New York City "The Big Apple," with 

his school band in reply to a special request for them to play at the world renowned venue known 
as Carnegie Hall. 

The trip was a first for many of the travelers, both young and old, but was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. Mr. Hernandez said that a repeat performance of the New York Concert will be performed at 
the Special Events Center on May 23 at 7:00 p.m. Be sure to mark your calendar for this special 
event, you won’t want to miss it. Mr. Hernandez was also most grateful for the monetary and 
moral support given by the club and the citizenry of Itasca and surrounding area in getting his 
students to New York. 

Other guest included Wendie Hernandez, current president of the Hillsboro Rotary Club as well 
as Nikki (soon to be married) Hopkins, Hill College Public Relations Marketing Director. Both 
were on their way from Hill College to organize graduation at the new campus, Hill College 
Howard Dudley Campus in Cleburne. Also on the guest list was Micah Fletcher, the new 5th grade 
science teacher at the Itasca Middle School.

High School Band Concert

Tuesday, May 23, 2006

7:00 p.m. Special Events Center

Everyone is invited to come hear the great program that received a standing ovation 
at Carnegie Hall.

For Sale For Sale

Two Seater Orange County

Thundercart Copper Bicycle

$500.00 O.B.O. $90.00

687-2920 687-9131

Page 4 May 19, 2006 Paw Print Press

Senior Sponsors’ Spotlight

Reporters Magen Middleton & Gabby Rivera - Cartoonist Gabrielle Rivera

 

Mrs. Brenda Swilley

 

Most seniors will identify their favorite teacher as Brenda Swilley. She 
has been teaching at Itasca High School for 17 years. This year she has 

educated students in Biology I, Chemistry, Physics, and Anatomy and Physiology. She is also the 
sponsor for the Science Club, which could be a job in its own.

In her free time, Swilley enjoys spending time with her family and new grandbaby, working in the 
yard, and working with her plants.

Swilley was born in Gatesville and attended school in Copperas Cove. Her 
favorite classes were biology and band, and her most dreaded class was 
typing. One thing she remembers about high school is being one of the first 
girls to be involved in the Ag program. 

"My favorite classes to teach are Biology and Anatomy and Physiology. It 
is where my true interests lie. I love to explore animals and plants. I would 
trade places with the crocodile hunter in a heartbeat. Physics and 
Chemistry are also fun to teach. The students are more mature and the 
projects and labs are fun for me as well as the students. The students are 

my favorite thing about teaching. They keep me thinking on my toes."

Swilley ends most conversations with one of her favorite saying. "Whatever floats your boat or 
toots your horn."

Mr. David Scott

David Scott began teaching at Itasca ISD in 2003 as a fifth grade 
teacher. In 2005, he was moved from the elementary building to 
the middle school building with the 5th graders and now is 
enjoying residency in the math department of the high school. 

 

Scott who moved here from Port Neches, a small town in 
southeast Texas, is an ex-pilot, and veteran of 22 years in the Air Force. He has been happily 
married to his wife Debra, who is the niece of retired schoolteacher Betty Sumner, for 34 years. 
Although they do not have children of their own, he does, however, have a niece, who is like a 
daughter to him, and whom he is helping through the hardships of college life.

Scott attended Texas A&M University and received his Bachelor Degree in Math. He also 
attended the University of California at Berkley, where he earned a Masters Degree in Operations 
Management.

In his free time, Scott likes to play golf and make up silly poems for the 
College Algebra tests. 

"My favorite subject in high school to teach is College Algebra," Scott said, 
"I love teaching the higher math, even though my students struggle with it 
at times."

While thinking about the seniors leaving, he said that the best advice that 
he could give them is found in Romans 8: 31, 32 

"What then shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 
not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how shall he not also graciously give us all 
things."

Don't stick your elbow out so far

It may go home in another car.

BURMA SHAVE

Passing school zone, take it slow

Let our little shavers grow

BURMA SHAVE
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IISD March Board of Trustees

 

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on 
Monday, March 13, 2006 in the Itasca ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m. Present were 
Marquita Lloyd, President, Rex Jean, Member, Donny Faries, Member, and Nancy Bowman, 
Member. Vice President Paula Solis, Secretary Claude Garrett and Member Kevin Lightsey were 
absent. 

Administration present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, High School 
Principal, Barry Durham, Middle School Principal, Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal, 
Larry Mynarcik, Assistant Elementary Principal and Norma Merkel, Secretary. 

Motions were made and passed unanimously to approve minutes from the February meeting, bills 
and the financial report. 

President Lloyd welcomed visitors Barroni Donawho, Felicia Coleman, Laura Burt, Brian Kelley, 
Susan Bason, Patricia Diniter, David Donawho, Maria Garcia and Eric Garcia.

The board retired to executive session at 7:12 p.m. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:44 p.
m., motion was made and passed unanimously to expel a Middle School student to JJAEP through 
the 2006-07 fall semester. A positive report from the JJAEP and Mr. Durham could result with 
him having the option to return to the district as early as the end of the first six-weeks of the 
semester. Another motion was made and passed unanimously to expel another student to JJAEP 
through April 13, 2006. 

The board retired again to executive session at 7:46 p.m. Upon coming out of executive session at 
7:58 p.m., motion was made and passed unanimously to expel another student to JJAEP through 
the fall semester of 2006-07. 

The board cast ballots for the ESC Region 12 Board of Directors. A motion was made and passed 
unanimously to approve the 2006-07 district calendar. The board meeting in March of 2007 will be 
the moved to March 19 due to spring break. Motions were made and passed unanimously to 
approve Devin Smith and Undra Smith as transfer students for the remainder this school year and 
to approve Odessa Williams to be a substitute teacher. 

The Board entered Executive Session at 8:16 p.m. Upon coming out of Executive Session at 8:22 p.
m. motions were made and passed unanimously to approve teacher contracts as presented by the 
principals and to hire Monika Rhea as a paraprofessional. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.

A Tribute to Janie Treadwell 

(1938-2006)

Press Release

One of the greatest sacrifices a person can make in his or her life is to 
volunteer. Janie Treadwell, along with her beloved husband Bob, did 
just that by volunteering with Hill County Paw Pals. They worked 
tirelessly in the group towards attaining the stated goals of building and 
donating an animal shelter to Hillsboro (to evolve into "contracted" 
county use) which will help our most helpless creatures—homeless dogs 
and cats. 

Equally important were Janie’s contributions to Paw Pals’ goals of 
correcting pet overpopulation by working with the proactive programs 
of Education and Spay/Neuter. The love Janie had for animals and her 

commitment to them was obvious through the sacrifice of her own time spent working to further 
Paw Pals’ goals. Janie spent hundreds of volunteer hours working to better Hill County by 
attending Paw Pals’ fund raising events and working entire twelve hour shifts each month at the 
Paw Pals Low Cost Sterilization and Vaccination Clinics. Janie’s enthusiasm inspired other 
volunteers to follow her lead. She believed she could affect positive change in our county to help 
end our tragic pet overpopulation problem in which over 1,000 unwanted but adoptable 
companion animals (dogs and cats) are euthanized each year. 

Janie’s passion for and commitment to Paw Pals has been a major factor in the group’s ongoing 
and unprecedented success. To date, Paw Pals has achieved nearly $90,000 towards the building of 
this much needed animal shelter. Janie’s participation in the low cost sterilization clinics has 
resulted in 500 sterilizations and 1,038 rabies vaccinations being administered—all at zero cost to 
tax payers. Janie’s selfless and loving efforts have resulted in 4,000 unwanted pets from being 
born had each of those 500 pets produced a litter of eight. Through her work, Janie made an 
invaluable impact on Hill County’s pet overpopulation problem and it all started when she chose 
to make a difference and joined a group that shared her passion for helping our community’s 
most helpless creatures—unwanted dog and cats. 

Each member of Hill County Paw Pals salutes Janie Treadwell for her selfless commitment to and 
tireless work for the people and companion animals of this county. Hill County, its residents, and 
particularly its dogs and cats, all lost a dear friend when Janie Treadwell passed away, but we 
hope the wonderful example she set will inspire others to join in our grassroots movement that 
continues to work towards correcting pet overpopulation—ending the needless abandonment and 
killing of our companion animal friends while reducing our community’s health, economic and 
legal liabilities. 


