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Wampus Cat Band

Tuned Up & Ready for NYC

 

 

 

Band students wrapped up their fundraising earlier this month 
by working a weekend NASCAR event. They came away 
sunburned and tired but all agreed that it is a great way to put 
the "fun" in fundraising. 

Band members, parents, ex-students and the community have 
worked hard to help raise the $86,000 for the trip. Band 
members and their supporters have made donations, held 

dances, bake sales, wrapped Christmas gifts, sold snow cones, worked at NASCAR events and 
helped with a bull riding to support this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Some of the funds came from donations by supporters from 
outside the Itasca area. State Representative Jim Pitts has 
donated $750 to the cause and praised the students and 
community for carrying out what would have appeared to be an 
unattainable task.

The Wampus Cat Band, 8th through 12th grades, will perform 
in the National Youth Concert at Carnegie Hall on April 27, 

2006. Performing at Carnegie Hall is a once in a lifetime opportunity even for well known artists, 
but for a small town high school band it is a fairy tale dream.

Eighty student musicians, a third of the 8th -12th grade student body, will travel to New York City 
to take part in this momentous event.

For more information about the trip or if you would still like to make a donation to the band, 
contact the high school at 254-687-2922 ext 115 or by mail at Itasca ISD, 123 N. College St. Itasca, 
TX 76055. The community’s help will always be remembered.

Class of 2006

Most Handsome & Beautiful

Caleb Mayberry and Brittany DeSpain were voted the Most Handsome and 
Most Beautiful by the student body.

Mayberry and DeSpain are ranked in the top 10% of the graduating class, are 
members of the varsity basketball teams, starters on the varsity baseball and 
softball teams, run track, National Honor Society members, compete in UIL 
Academics, Science Club members and are reporters for the Paw Print Press. 

DeSpain will attend Texas A&M in the fall and Mayberry will attend North Texas State 
University.

Local "Sailors Relieved From the Watch"

 

In different ceremonies over 200 miles apart, two dedicated 
Americans with ties to Itasca retired from the Navy in March.

 

 

Commander Frank W. Pearson retired after twenty-four years of active service. His sea duty 
tours during those years were on the USS Mariano G. Vallejo, USS Grayling and the USS Dolphin 

submarines. He completed his Navy career as the Commanding 
Officer of the Navy Recruiting District San Antonio, Texas. 

Continued on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Come pray with us for our schools, our government, our country and any other requests that you 
may have. A prayer box will be available to drop your request in. If you can’t stay, we’ll pray for 
you.

Central Baptist Church, Itasca 

Every Wednesday – 12:05 -1:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to see God move in our community! Questions call 254-582-8908 (Beverly)

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have 
chosen and consecrated this temple so that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will 
always be there. 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 

Presbyterian Church Game Night

The First Presbyterian Church of Itasca has a Game Night on the 3rd Tuesday evening of each 
month. Everyone is invited to join us! Bring a finger-food and a favorite game, if you like. If you 
don't play games, just come enjoy the food and fellowship! Join us April 18 at 6:00 in Barton Hall. 
Please join us!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

May 13, 2006 9:00 a.m. 

First United Methodist Church

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca Garden Club Annual 

Flower Show

"Itasca Blooms"

Thursday, April 27 Farrow Room

1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Everyone invited for punch, cookies and enjoyment of the beautiful arrangements.

Itasca FFA Vaccination Clinic

Ag Building Saturday, April 29

9 a.m. until 12 noon

Rabies vaccination $10

Other vaccination available

More information, call 687-2922 ext. 119

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Closed from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. for lunch.

If you have any questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437

April Calendar of Events

April 18 – 21 - TAKS Testing

April 20 – Rotary Meeting – 12:00 Rotary Room

April 21 - Softball @ Godley 6:00 p.m. – Baseball @ Godley 5:30 p.m. 

April 22 – UIL Regional Academic Meet @ Stephenville

April 24 – Chamber of Commerce Meeting – 5:30 p.m. Citizens State Bank

April 26-29 – New York Band Trip

April 27 – Rotary Meeting – 12:00 Rotary Room

April 28 - Baseball @ Rio Vista 4:30 p.m.

Page 3 April 21, 2006 Paw Print Press

Pearson, Summers Retired

Continued from page 1

District San Antonio, Texas. Pearson, who resides in San Antonio, is the brother of Allen Pearson 
of Itasca and Johnny Sue Faries of Stephenville. 

Chief Petty Officer Patricia Summers retired from the aviation branch of the Navy after twenty 
years of active service. She served in New Orleans, NAS Moffett Field, California, NAS Willow 
Grove, Pennsylvania and NAS Fort Worth, Texas. She is an Aviation Warfare Specialist, a Master 
Training Specialist and a Naval Water Survival Instructor. Summers lives in Itasca with her 
husband, Chief Petty Officer G. W. Summers. She is the daughter in law of Donnie and Barbara 
Petrash of Itasca.

Commander Pearson and Chief Petty Officer Summers were relieved of their duties in ceremonies 
entrenched in traditions and customs that date back to John Adams and the Father of the Navy, 
John Paul Jones. 

As Pearson and Summers entered civilian life, one an Officer, the other a Chief, both were 
relieved of duty with the traditional poem "The Watch."

The Watch

For twenty years

This sailor has stood the watch

While some of us were in our bunks at night

This sailor stood the watch

While some of us were in school learning our trade

This shipmate stood the watch

Yes, even before some of us were born into this world

This shipmate stood the watch

In those years when the storm clouds of war were seen brewing on the horizon of history

This shipmate stood the watch

Many times he would cast an eye ashore and see his family standing there

Needing his guidance and help

Needing that hand to hold during those hard times

But he still stood the watch

He stood the watch for twenty years

He stood the watch so that we, our families and

Our fellow countrymen could sleep soundly in safety, Each and every night

Knowing that a sailor stood the watch

Today we are here to say

'Shipmate... the watch stands relieved

Relieved by those You have trained, Guided and Lead

Shipmate you stand relieved. We have the watch."

"Boatswain, Standby to pipe the side

Shipmate's going ashore."

Teach Children to Save Day

April 26, 2006

Press Release

Citizens State Bank is excited to participate in the "Teach Children to Save Day." This is a 
national event sponsored by the American Bankers Association Education Foundation. It is a 
great opportunity to introduce good savings habits to youngsters!

Citizens State Bank wishes to encourage children to set financial goals, save money, and spend it 
wisely.

To encourage participation, Citizens State Bank is sponsoring a Coloring Contest starting April 18 
through April 28 for grades 1-3. A coloring sheet can be picked up at Citizens State Bank.

When the completed art sheet is returned to the Bank, all participants will receive a free coloring 
book that delivers a message on money management in terms kids can understand, along with a 
"Pledge Certificate."

Parents will receive take-home savings information to introduce them to the Citizens State Bank 
Youth Savings Program. All art will be displayed in the Bank Lobby for public viewing through 
Friday, April 28.

April, Child Abuse Prevention Month

What is the goal for setting aside one month a year for Child Abuse Prevention? The target is 
simple—to stop child abuse and neglect from happening in the first place, sparing children and 
families emotional and physical trauma, and decreasing the need for costly intervention and 
treatment services.

If you see child abuse, call the abuse hotline at 1-800-252-5400. However, the best way to prevent 
child abuse and neglect is to support families and provide parents with skills and resources they 
need.

Volunteers make the difference in child abuse prevention. Volunteers play an important role in 
completing in this mission. The Hill County Child Protective Services Board, Inc. volunteer group 
provides support to children of abuse, neglect, and exploitation. Child abuse prevention month is 
an opportunity to highlight the role we can play on prevention efforts that create a healthier 
environment for Hill County children.

The Hill County Child Protective Services Board, Inc. is searching for volunteers who can 
dedicate a couple hours a month to participate in areas that directly benefit abused and neglected 
Hill county children.

Will you volunteer today? Join our volunteer group. Write us today: Hill County Child Protective 
Service Board, Inc., P. O. Box 356, Hillsboro, Texas, 76645. 

You can call and leave a message at 254.576.2314.
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Senior Spotlight – Chelsea Henderson

Reporter & Cartoonist Gabrielle Rivera

"Don’t settle to fit in," 18-year-old Chelsea Renee Henderson 
said reassuring the underclassmen that being a "somebody" is 
not being fake. "Be yourself, and be remembered for who you 
are, not what you could have become."

Chelsea, the daughter of Ken and Sarah Henderson and Rosie 
and Kelley Sanford has attended Itasca ISD since the sixth 
grade. 

"I love my parents. They have really made a huge difference in my life. They are hilarious at 
times, but very loving," Chelsea said. 

Chelsea has five siblings: Mandy, 24, JR, 22, Carlea, 7, Kyra, 5, and Sonny, 4.

Throughout high school, Chelsea has been very involved with UIL One Act Play, and has decided 
to take her favorite hobby, acting, a step further. She dreams of becoming a professional actor and 
last summer she attended acting camps to further her skills and help her dream along. 

"I plan to attend Texas State in San Marcos this fall," Chelsea said. "I will major in theatre and 
then go to Pace University in New York for my master’s degree. In my future, I hope to join a 
theatre company, and travel the world doing what I love most." 

Every morning Chelsea wakes up and prepares herself for school, where she looks forward to 
attending her English class and visiting with her favorite teachers, Mrs. Swilley and Mrs. Crouch. 

Outside of school, Chelsea enjoys movies, music, and Italian 
and Chinese food. Chelsea is employed by GAP at Prime 
Outlets Hillsboro, as a Customer Service Specialist. She 
idolizes Audrey Hepburn and believes that "life should not be 
taken too seriously - nobody makes it out alive."

"I describe myself as zany, truthful, and extremely unique," 
Chelsea said, "I am also loud, but I say what I think. I also feel 
that you have to love yourself completely, before you can love 

anyone else. With that being said, the one thing I love most about me is my toes." 

In friends, Chelsea looks for acceptance, and for those who do not expect you to change who you 
are for any reason, which is why her best friends are Kadie, Lauryn, and Kyle. 

Although Chelsea is ready to explore the world around her and propel herself into the future, she 
will forever remember all the good memories from elementary through high school. 

"I will never forget dancing to Spice Girls on a bench before school with my friend Laura Clark in 
elementary, singing karaoke in the 7th grade and those late night phone calls and sleepovers with 
Magen, Rachel, Nicole, Christy, Kadie, Lauryn, and Cayce."

April 17-21 Itasca ISD Menus

Lunch 

4-24 – Pizza/Chicken sandwich, Corn, Fresh Fruit, Breadstick, Milk

4-25 – Steak Fingers/Crispito, Mashed Potatoes, Carrots, Peaches, Roll, Milk

4-26 – Spaghetti/Chicken Strips, Tossed Salad, Garlic Toast, Pineapple, Milk 

4-27 – Chicken Nugget/Chili Dog, Spicy Potatoes, Green Beans, Bread, Blushing Pears, Milk

4-28 – Cheeseburgers/Turkey Sandwich, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic, Peanut Butter Bars, Milk

Breakfast 

4-24– Ham & Cheese Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

4-25 – Pumpkin Bread, Cereal, Juice, Milk

4-26 – Cinnamon Raison Biscuits, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

4-27 – Sausage Wrap, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

4-28 – Cinnamon Tastries, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

For Sale

1998 Ford Explorer – Eddie Bauer 

Black & Silver 4 wheel Drive 

Good condition – High highway miles

$4,500 see at 405 N. King St. or call 687-2395

Rotarians Establish Memorial

Press Release

The Itasca Rotary Club has set up a memorial in honor of Ralph Bailey, Chester Baker and 
Harold Fehnel. The funds will be used to purchase new tables for the Rotary Room. 

If you would like to give, please make your check out to Itasca Rotary Club with a memo about 
the memorial.

FOR SALE

Factory rims, caps, lug nuts

set of 4. fits Chevy. 6 lug

$150.00 call 687-2467
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Coleman files for School Board Position

Press Release

My name is Felicia Coleman. My family and I moved here in June of 
2004 from Arlington. I am married to Bob and have two children. Cole is 
in the 5th grade and Shelbee is in the 4th. While we lived in Arlington, I 
was very involved in the community and with the school. I was on the 
PTA Board, where I held the office of community service for four years. I 
have been involved in Girl Scouts as well have been a team mom and 

Sunday school teacher. I also have coordinated fundraisers and been involved with various other 
activities in which my children were involved.

When I arrived in Itasca, I became involved in the community as soon as possible. I volunteer with 
Team Kids and Girl Scouts. I also serve as a coach for Little Dribblers and am a member of the 
Itasca Garden Club. I have enjoyed becoming a part of this community. I actively serve the Itasca 
ISD as a substitute teacher. In my role as substitute, I have been able to listen and observe from 
the perspective of student, teacher, and parent. This has allowed me to identify opportunities for 
efficiencies.

I wanted to give some background so that you will understand my love for children. I believe in 
giving them every opportunity to excel. I believe in giving teachers and staff the support they need 
in order for them to nurture and educate our children. I believe there is always room for 
improvement, and I am a champion of doing things efficiently.

Throughout this year, I have tried to attend all the school board meetings to get a better 
understanding of the Itasca ISD policies. Children need a good education that should be supported 
by families. I believe that in order for our children to succeed there should be active parental 
involvement to create confidence in our children and success for their future. Active parental 
involvement will also help with discipline issues.

I appreciate your consideration of me for the school board and I look forward to representing our 
children, teachers and parents. 

Sincerely, Felicia R Coleman

Burney Baskett files for Itasca School Board

Press Release

Burney Baskett has announced his candidacy for the Itasca ISD 
School Board. Burney and his wife Michelle have lived at their 
current residence just west of Osceola for almost 20 years. The 
Baskett family has roots in Hill County that go back over 120 years. 
Their two daughters attend Itasca schools; Pilar is in the Class of 
2009 and Connally is in the Class of 2010. 

Burney worked as a firefighter in Arlington for 22 years before 
assuming the job as Fire Chief in Hillsboro in 2002. Michelle works 
at the City Library in Hillsboro. Burney and Michelle have both 

worked as substitute teachers in the Itasca School system. 

"Itasca has an excellent school system, but there is always room for improvement." said Baskett. 
"One reason that schools were organized as ‘local school districts’ was to allow the members of 
the community, particularly the parents, to have a greater say in how the school is conducted. The 
parents should have a huge voice in setting goals and developing a blueprint for the district. The 
issue of community input is definitely an area that needs to be improved." said Baskett. "Our 
community and the parents have always been huge supporters of this school and its students. This 
is shown not only in the monetary donations to the various clubs and events such as the Band trip 
to New York, but also in the vast amount of time donated to make these events happen. I feel the 
school leaders, although appreciating that support, fail to go that next step and truly include the 
community in discussions about the school’s future." Baskett stated. He continued, "People are 
the key to any organization whether it is a fire department, a business, or a school system. I want 
to make sure that the Itasca ISD employees who are helping to educate our children are treated 
fairly, paid a good wage, and are given due process in the hiring, firing, and grievances process 
with the district." 

Baskett concluded by saying, "I want to see Itasca continue to grow and improve. The best way for 
that to happen is to partner with the parents and the community, listen earnestly to their input, 
and have an open and honest dialogue about what we expect from our schools, where we want to 
go in the future and come to a consensus on what is the best way to get there. If you agree with my 
views, I would be grateful for your vote."
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1st Amendment - Use it Wisely

Editorial

The first amendment of the U.S. Constitution states that citizens have the right to petition the 
government. This is but one of many individual rights granted Americans under the Bill of Rights. 
America is a compassionate country and it grants most visitors, both legal and illegal, many of the 
same rights as its citizens. 

Many people, both citizens and illegal immigrants, have exercised the right to petition the 
government in the last few weeks. These petitions and sometimes protests are concerning the 
Immigration Bills being discussed in Congress. 

Citizens of Itasca saw the news reports of thousands of students walking out of schools carrying 
Mexican flags. This was not the proper way to petition the government, as leaders of the protests 
soon came to realize. If people are petitioning to remain in the U.S. as citizens, they do not protest 
by carrying Mexico’s flag, they carry an American flag. 

Another mistake made by the organizers was to have the students walk out of school. Schools are 
educating all children regardless of their immigration status. In Texas, many schools have 
students enrolled who do not speak English and whose parents do not speak English. Schools are 
required to educate these students the same as those who are native English speakers, even if this 
means hiring specialized teachers. Schools are funded from the state by attendance and when you 
urge students to walk out or stay home from school, the people you are hurting, are the students.

Small schools feel the loss of funds more so than large schools. In Itasca, every absence means that 
there is a little less money to fund the programs that set Itasca graduates a step above. 

The organizers of the movement quickly realized their mistake and organized marches in Dallas 
and Fort Worth on Sunday. These orderly marches gained more sympathy than those that had 
students disregarding school rules and policy.

Remember it is your right to petition the government, but do it in a way that does not hurt the 
very thing you are trying to attain. As our forefather, Ben Franklin, would say, "Do not cut off 
your nose to spite your face." 

Garage Sale Saturday, April 22 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

Hillsboro Church of the Nazarene

306 FM 286 (Old Brandon Hwy)

Lots of good stuff! Proceeds go to send children to camp.

Homecoming Set for

November 10, 2006

Make your plans now!

Classes of 1940’s

Faries McDaniel, Class of '41, has suggested that a homecoming reunion dinner be planned for 
several classes together since some of the class sizes are rapidly diminishing. Classes interested 
should contact either McDaniel at faries@austin.rr.com, or (512-892-9464) or Grover Kemp at 
gkemp@hillsboro.net. The invitation is not limited to the Classes of '41 and '44, but open to all 
who might be interested.

McDaniel is especially interested in hearing from former classmates of the class of '41.

40-YEAR REUNION

The class of 1966 is having its 40-year class reunion on June 10, 2006. They would be happy to 
have classes from 1960 to 1969 come join them. 

Saturday, June 10, 2006

5:00 PM – 1:00 AM (Come and go as you like)

Lone Star Café

100 Dynasty Drive - Hillsboro, Texas

(This is close to the mall.)

This restaurant has food, bar access, and, most importantly, a room just for all of us. Please come. 
We would love to see every one. If you have any questions, contact:

Janice (Westberry) Goodman - Wk: 254-582-0080

Myra (Boyd) Davenport-Home - 817-295-2804

Veralyn (Davis) Crawford-Home - 864-287-7750

Marie (Schaefer) Whitson – Home – 281-495-3426

mswhitsin@sbcglobal.net

Check out the website: www.itascaspecialgettogether2006.myevent.com

Fire Department February Report

Fire Call City County

Assist EMS 1

False Alarm 1

Grass/Brush 2 2

Haz-Mat 2 

Industrial Fire 1 

Motor Vehicle 4

Residence 1

Trash Fires 1

Other 1

Total 6 10

Total Man Hours 105 hrs. 54 mins

6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. – 9 6:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. - 7

Total mileage 154 Total illegal burns 2

Total members 18
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IISD February Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on 
Monday, February 13, 2006 in the Itasca ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m. Present were 
Marquita Lloyd, President, Paula Solis, Vice President, Rex Jean, Member, Kevin Lightsey, 
Member, Donny Faries, Member, and Nancy Bowman, Member. Secretary Claude Garrett was 
absent. 

Administration present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, High School 
Principal, Barry Durham, Middle School Principal, Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal and 
Norma Merkel, Secretary. 

Motions were made and passed unanimously to approve minutes from the January meeting, bills 
and the financial report. 

President Lloyd welcomed visitors Felicia Coleman, Laura Burt, Brian Kelley and Don Rinehart 
to the meeting.

Motions were made and passed unanimously to accept the first 2005-06 budget amendment, to 
approve a resolution to provide accessible voting system for elections and to call the School Board 
election for May 13, 2006. The election will be for two full terms (Rex Jean and Paula Solis). The 
election schedule is as follows:

Date of Election May 13, 2006

Place Itasca ISD Cafeteria 

Time 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Filing Dates February 11, 2006 to March 13, 2006

Early voting dates May 1, 2006 – May 09, 2006

Early voting times 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Early voting place School Administration Office

Early voting clerk Norma Merkel

Election Judge Wayne Williams

Election Clerk (s) TBA

Canvass Votes School Board Meeting - May 16, 2006

Superintendent's Office

A motion was made and passed to approve Randall Anderson, Shirley Onnen, Angelia Orr, 
Jeanna Salazar and Nanci Taylor as substitute teachers for 2005-06.  
The board entered executive session at 7:48 p.m. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:52 p.
m., motions were made and passed unanimously to extend for one year a contract for Ray 
DeSpain, and to renew the contract of Karon Farquhar, Glenn Pittman and Barry Durham. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

Wampus Cat Track – 2006

Fri. & Sat. - April 28 & 29 – Regionals Stephenville 

Friday & Saturday - May 12 & 13 – State

Hill College Spring Concert

Press Release

The Hill College bands will present their 31st annual 
spring concert Thursday, April 20 at the Vara Martin 
Daniel Performing Arts Center, under the direction of 
Phillip Lowe. Both the concert and jazz bands will 
perform and will start at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.

Included in the concert band program will be a wide 
variety of pieces including two marches, sections from 
Mozart’s "Requiem," and a George Gershwin work. 
Three students, Pablo Martinez, Robert Brazzeal, and 
Tyler Westphal will conduct on this program. Also 
another student, Erin Malone, (Itasca graduate) will 

be featured as an alto saxophone soloist with the concert band. 

Probably the most interesting piece on the program will be the "Geographic Fugue," which is a 
totally spoken work. You definitely need to hear this very unusual work. The Hill College jazz 
band will perform their usual program of jazz and will premiere a new composition by Mark 
Waxler, Hillsboro Junior High Band Director, as soloist on the flugelhorn. Several student soloists 
will also be featured.

Come hear the Hill College concert band along with the jazz band Thursday, April 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

2006 Baseball Schedule

Won – 0 Lost – 10

Date Opponent Time Place

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

Head Coach: Fred Dakan -

Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Won – 2 Lost – 11

Date Opponent Time Place

April 21 *Godley 6:00 There

Head Coach: Larry Maddox Assist. Gerri Lawyer
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For Sale



2 wheel trailer for farm use/not highway $100

Riding lawn mower/good mower & deck/needs switch/$100

Good easy start Snapper Riding Mower - $250

Rear end of small pick-up - $20

2 – 4x8 boards & used 2x4 - $30

2 push mowers - $25

Gas weed-eater - does not run/has all parts $10

Several riding mowers & 1 edger - $10

254-687-2345

105 Beard St. Itasca

House for Rent (Mobile Home)

3 bedrooms /1 bath Fully Furnished

In Itasca 903-390-0021

Garage Sale – 3 Families

Saturday, April 22

8:00 a.m. until all gone!

704 E. Adams St.

Kitchen - children's items - books – toys

Household decorations, gadgets, linens 

Miscellaneous items 

Bake Sale & Car Wash 

Saturday, April 22 9 a.m. – 12 noon

Citizens State Bank

Sponsored by the Society Club

All proceeds go to Relay For Life.

Support the American Cancer Society

Paw Print Press 

Have a news story, human-interest story, or need to advertise your business or garage sale? Call 
254-687-2922 ext 158 or e-mail us at bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us or you may send articles for 
publication to: Paw Print Press, 123 N College St., Itasca, TX 76055. We do not charge for ads, but 
we do accept donations for our scholarship fund.

Letters to the Editor are also printed. Due to the limited amount of space we must ask that you 
limit your letters to 125 words and that they are not slanderous and malicious. Any letters that are 
over the number of words will be edited. All letters must be signed. 

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 
N College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

The Paw Print Press is in its 9th year of publication. 605 copies are printed each week, which 
includes 260 paid mail-out subscriptions, 45 paid hand-delivered subscriptions, 170 copies 
distributed in downtown Itasca, 125 copies sold on campus and 5 issues put in permanent file.

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION

To the registered voters of Itasca, Texas

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed will be open from

7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on May 13, 2006 for voting in a general election to elect two school board trustees.

Locations of polling places:

Itasca ISD Cafeteria 123 N College Itasca, Texas 76055

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday at: Itasca ISD 
Administration Office, 123 N College, Itasca, TX

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. beginning on May 1, 2006 and ending on May 9, 
2006.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:

Norma Merkel

Early Voting Clerk

123 N College

Itasca, TX 76055

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on May 5, 
2006.

Issued this 10th day of April, 2006

Marquita Lloyd

Presiding Officer

AVISO DE ELECCIÓN GENERAL

A los votantes registrados del Itasca, Tejas:

Notifíquese, por las presente, que las casillas electorales sitiados abajo se abrirán desde las 7 a.m. 
hasta las 7 p.m. el 13 de Mayo de 2006 para votar en la Elección para dos escuela fideicomisario 

Dirección de las casillas electorales:

Itasca ISD Cafetería 123 N College Itasca, Texas 76055

La votación en adelantada en persona se llevará a cabo de Lunes a Viernes en: Itasca ISD 
Administración Office, 123 N College, Itasca, TX entre las 8:30 de la mañana y las 1:00 de la tarde 
empezando el 1 de May 2006 y terminado el 9 de Mayo, 2006.

Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán en ausencia por correo deberán enviarse a:

Norma Merkel

Secretaria de la Votación En Adelantada

123 N College

Itasca, TX 76055

Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberán recibirse para el fin de 
las horas de negocio el 5 de 

Mayo, 2006.

Emitada este día 10th de Abril, 2006.

Marquita Lloyd

Firma del Oficial que Preside

 

Page 9 April 21, 2006 Paw Print Press

Middle School Welcomes New Teacher

Reporter Christy Lewis

Teaching should be fun and interesting for both the teacher and 
the students, if it isn’t you are not doing it right," Mr. Micah 
Fletcher said, the newest member of the Itasca Middle School 
faculty. Fletcher has taken over the duties of teaching all fifth 
grade science, and sixth grade Social Studies. 

Fletcher and his wife Sarah have a two-year-old daughter, 
Emma. He enjoys spending time outdoors, hunting and fishing. 

They family also enjoys playing with their Border collie and terrier. 

Before joining the Army in 2004, Fletcher taught school for two years. He is glad to be back in a 
school and is looking forward to having a great year.

He grew up and graduated high school in Waxahachie. He graduated from Abilene Christian 
University, where he doubled majored in Environmental Science and Exercise Science/Health . 
Fletcher’s mother runs a daycare center in Waxahachie, while his father is a plant manager in 
Dallas.

"When I attended high school I struggled and was never very interested in what the teacher was 
teaching." Mr. Fletcher said. "I decided to go to college and become a teacher and change all 
that."

Asking for Bids

Have single-wide mobile structure that needs to be torn down and the 
area cleared in Files Valley. Call to make an appointment to see the 

job or to submit a bid – 682-552-5483

Chamber of Commerce Barbeque Cook-Off Local Challenge

The Itasca Chamber of Commerce will hold its annual barbeque cook-off on June 24. This year 
the Chamber is urging all businesses, organizations and families to sponsor a cooker to compete in 
a local competition. The entry fee to compete in all four categories (brisket, pork ribs, chicken & 
pinto beans) is only $85. You can use a regular size grill – no special equipment is necessary.

A little local competion is healthy. The Paw Print Press team believes that its secret barbeque grill 
master can out cook all other IISD groups. They are waiting to hear from any and all challengers. 

"Ladybug turns 5" 

Press Release

"Ladybug" as everyone calls her will be celebrating her 5th birthday, April 
19, 2006 along with her big sister Da'Jae who will be turning 11 on April 18, 
2006. 

The two will celebrate their birthdays on April 22 with a Luau at their 
home.

 

Cinco de Mayo Celebrates 

17th Annual "Celebration for Education"

Itasca Cinco de Mayo Booth Application

Benefits Scholarship Foundation

Name: ______________________________________

Address: _____________ City: _________ Zip: ____

Phone # ______________ Cell # __________________

We must have a good contact number.

All outside spaces are $30.00 without electricity & 

$40.00 with electricity (1 16 gauge cord) – Each additional cord will be $10.00

# of Spaces Needed 

______ with electricity _____ without electricity

Type of merchandise ___________________________

(If you will be selling food please indicate what type of food, as we will have a food court again this year & 
we want our vendors to profit from this event.)

Spaces are 6 x 12

Trailer Tent Concession Stand (2 tables max)

Length __________ Width ________

If you will be staying for the street dance, there will be an additional charge of $15.00. Two people per 
stand will be allowed, all others in your group must pay to stay for the dance, even if they are helping in 
your stand. Only two free tickets per stand will be given, even if you have 2 or more booth spaces. Booth 
stands for the dance are on a first come, first serve basis. You must pay for your booth entry by the 
deadline of April 30, 2006. No exceptions!

Daytime Booth only _____ Day & Night Booth ____

Please return this application & fee to:

Booth Application, ℅ Itasca Cinco de Mayo

P O Box 345, Itasca, TX 76055

Application & money must be received in full no later than April 30, 2006 to secure your place. No 
exceptions.

Garage Sale – 704 E. Adams St.

Saturday, April 22

8:00 a.m. until all gone
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Wampus Cats of the Week

"Hill County Child Welfare Board, CPS Workers"

 

April has been designated as Child Abuse Prevention Month in Texas. 
Numerous events across the state have been planned and implemented in an 
effort to make the public aware of the increasing problem and to obtain 
their help. 

Lea Sanders (pictured), who works at HILCO in Itasca, has been a member 
of the Hill County Child Welfare Board for the last five years. In that time the number of active 
cases in relationship to the population has greatly increased. Hill County also has a higher ratio of 
cases to population than the Texas average. 

Itasca is proud to have Ms. Sanders working as a board member to help prevent child abuse. We 
are also proud to honor two Itasca High graduates who serve as CPS investigators. It is a tough 
job with little pay and many times even less thanks, but know that many children across the 
county go to bed each night a little happier and safer because of the work you do. 

"Special of the Week"

OIL & FILTER CHANGE

includes up to 5 quarts of oil and filter

$23.95

(plus tax and disposal fee)

(diesel engine not applicable)

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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The Power of Purple…

in Hill County 

Everyone is affected to some degree by cancer. Help support the goals of the American Cancer 
Society and remember or honor a loved one by donating a luminaria candle. The candles, nestled 
in sand-filled paper bags and lit for a soft effect, are being sold now. The candles will be lit in a 
special ceremony during the annual Relay for Life. For a donation of your choice per candle, you 
can dedicate the glowing tribute to someone who has or has had cancer. A special ceremony will 
take place at 10 p.m. on May 19, 2006 at Itasca’s Patton Field to recognize these individuals. Those 
who donate candles are invited to attend this special event to see their donation come to life.

Proceeds from the luminaria sales will benefit the American Cancer Society, which is dedicated to 
eliminating and preventing cancer through research, education, advocacy, and service.

For more information on the luminaria ceremony or the Relay for Life, call Lea Sanders at (254) 
874-5517. To purchase a luminaria and help light the way to a cure, please complete the bottom of 
this form and send it to the address indicated. Thank you.

Luminaria order Form

Relay for Life of Hill County

Friday, May 19- Saturday, May 20, 2006

Patton Field, Itasca

Please Print

Your Name: ____________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _______________ State: _______ Zip: _________

Phone #: _______________________________________

In Memory of: __________________________________

(Someone who lost his or her battle with cancer) Or 

In Honor of: ___________________________________

(Someone who is a cancer survivor)

Total Contribution Enclosed: $ ___________________

(Suggested minimum $5.00 donation per luminaria)

Please make check payable to:

The American Cancer Society

Your Donation is Tax Deductible

Please mail your completed form and contribution to:

Lea Sanders, 295 FM 3049, Blum, TX 76627

Questions? Call 254-874-5517

For Sale

1998 Ford Explorer – Eddie Bauer 

Black & Silver 4 wheel Drive 

Good condition – High highway miles

$4,500 see at 405 N. King St. or call 687-2395

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com - (972) 872-0761

Buckle Up or Pay Up

Click it or Ticket Enforcement

Safety Belts Save Lives

That’s why local law enforcement and state troopers are enforcing the state’s safety belt laws for 
adults and children. Fines range from $25 to $200.

The Law in Texas

Every person in the front seat of a vehicle must wear a safety belt. Children under 17 years old in 
the front or back seat must be secured with a safety belt or in a child safety seat. A child less than 
four years old or less than 36 inches tall must be secured in a child safety seat.

FOR SALE

Factory rims, caps, lug nuts

set of 4. fits Chevy. 6 lug

$150.00 call 687-2467

Were You Unable to Attend the Benefit Dance for Becky Prescott?

Becky Prescott has been diagnosed with leukemia. On Saturday, March 18, Cinco de Mayo held a 
dance to help with medical expenses. 

If you were unable to attend but would to contribute to the fund, you may do so by mailing your 
donations to Cinco de Mayo, P O Box 345, Itasca, TX 76055 or Diane Price, 403 N. King St., 
Itasca, TX 76055. 

You may also deposit your donation directly into the Becky Prescott Fund at the Citizens State 
Bank in Itasca. 

All donations will be appreciated.
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***Garage Sales***

Saturday, April 22 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

Hillsboro Church of the Nazarene

306 FM 286 (Old Brandon Hwy)

Lots of good stuff! Proceeds go to send children to camp.

3 Families

Saturday, April 22

8:00 a.m. until all gone!

704 E. Adams St.

Kitchen - children's items – books

Toys - Household decorations

Gadgets, linens, Miscellaneous items 

Bake Sale & Car Wash 

Saturday, April 22 9 a.m. – 12 noon

Citizens State Bank

Sponsored by the Society Club

All proceeds go to Relay For Life.

Support the American Cancer Society

2 Family Garage Sale 

Friday & Saturday

April 21 & April 22

8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

1283 FM 2719 off Hwy. 81

Head north on Hwy. 81 – Turn left at FM 2719 (Dew Farm sign on right) Look for the balloons!

Kitchen & household items

Computer – Toys - Miscellaneous items 

Looking for Bids

Have single-wide mobile structure that needs to be torn down and the area cleared in 
Files Valley. Call to make an appointment to see the job or to submit a bid – 682-552-

5483

Dear Cancer Survivors

Please make plans to join us on May 19 for Hill County’s 6th Annual Relay For Life. Held at Itasca’s 
Patton Field on Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20, hundreds of community leaders, volunteers, 
families, and others will gather to continue the fight against this deadly disease. **Please note that this is a 
change of location and day. 

As a cancer survivor, you are the honored guest at this community-wide event. We will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Itasca ISD cafeteria with registration. Dinner will follow at 6 p.m. for you and one guest. Then we 
will adjourn to the track for the opening ceremonies and the 1st Lap of the Relay. This lap is for the 
Survivors. After the 1st lap, we are asking all friends and relatives to join you for the second lap. There is 
no cost to you for any of these activities. 

Cancer Survivor Registration

Please join us for the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life Celebration for Survivors. If you wish to 
register for the survivor activities, please complete all the information below and provide your signature 
twice as described below. Thank you for your interest!

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City:____________ State: _________ Zip: ________

Phone(Home): ______________ (Work): _________

Email: ______________________________________

Cancer Type/Location(optional) ________________

Years Survived: _____________ Age: ____________

Privacy Statement: I understand that by providing my signature and participating in this public event my 
name, cancer diagnosis, and length of survivorship may be announced; my image and comments may be 

broadcast in various media formats without compensation; and the American Cancer Society may contact 
me about other Society programs and events including next year’s Relay For Life. I may notify the 

American Cancer Society at any time if I do not wish to be contacted again.

Privacy Statement Signature (required):

_____________________________________________

Waiver: in consideration for being permitted to participate in Relay For Life, I hereby for myself, my 
heirs, and personal representatives assume any and all risks which might be associated with the event, and 
I further waive, release, discharge and covenant not to sue the American Cancer Society, its officials, 
members, sponsors, organizers or other representatives, or successors and assigns, for any injuries or 
damages of any kind whatsoever suffered as a result of taking part in the event and related activities.

Participant Waiver Signature (required): 

______________________________________________

T-shirt size (select one)

S M L XL 2XL 3XL Youth: YM YL

My caregiver will be attending Relay with me:

•I am on a Relay Team. Team Name:

•I would like to be on the Survivor Team:

•I would like to volunteer to help Relay For Life:

•I will need assistance getting around the track for the Survivor Lap:

I was invited to attend Relay by: ________________

Return Form to: Kay Neff 414 Park Dr. Hillsboro, TX 76645 
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