
Paw Print Press
Serving Itasca "The Big Little Town" since 1997

Itasca, Texas 76055 Vol. 2006 Issue #10 March 10, 2006

Lady Cats Receive All-District Honors

Reporter Alecia Evans

Left to right Danitra Marshall, Brittany DeSpain, 
Assistant Coach Stacy Mayberry, Head Coach Tonye 
Davis, Assistant Coach Gerri Lawyer, Alecia Evans, 
Ashley Swilley and front row Nichole Channon.

Although the Lady Wampus Cats’ basketball season is 
over, some of the players have received All-District 

honors. 

The honorees are Danitra Marshall, 2nd Team All-District; Alecia Evans, Honorable Mention; 
and Nichole Channon, 6th Man Award. 

"The 6th Man Award is special," Head Coach Tonye Davis said. "It is given to a player that was 
not a starter but contributed greatly to the team." 

Four members of the team also received Academic All-District Awards. These awards require the 
players to have high grades as well as performing on the basketball court. 

Recipients of Academic All-District Honors were Brittany DeSpain, Alecia Evans, Danitra 
Marshall, and Ashley Swilley.

Locks of Love

Reporter Jordan Lloyd

Recently Junior Autumn Bennett donated lengths of her 
hair to Locks of Love. Locks of Love is a non-profit 
organization that was established in 1997. The organization 
provides hairpieces to children who suffer from long-term 
medical hair loss. Bennett donated thirteen inches of her 
golden blonde tresses to the organization. 

"I’ve just always wanted to do it," Bennett said about her 
contribution to this worthy cause. 

Coach Carter Inspires Technology Teachers

"The way you do one thing," said Ken Carter, the 
inspiration for the blockbuster movie Coach Carter, "is the 
way you do all things." That was just one snippet of the 
speech that the IHS teachers had the privilege of hearing 
recently at the TCEA Conference.

Ken Carter’ life was made into a movie starring Samuel L. 
Jackson, about his experience as a high school basketball 
coach in Richmond, California. Carter was a talented 
basketball coach, but he wanted more for his students than 
just winning the state championship, which he did seven 
times.

Carter insisted that his players, their parents, and 
grandparents sign a contract that said that they would keep 
their grades up in order to play. He team was undefeated 
and on its way to the state championship, when Carter 
locked his failing team out of the gym and forced them to 

forfeit six games in order to make them get their academic grades up. Carter believed that his 
calling was to teach students more that how to play basketball. He stressed accountability, 
integrity and truth. Since most of his students came from a low socio-economic environment he 
also taught them that it was okay to be broke but not poor.

"Being broke is an economic condition, while declaring yourself poor is a disabling frame of mind 
and one of depression."

Carter’s success with the players has been documented. He proudly related the facts that all of his 
players graduated from high school and that they all continued their education in college, even 
though they may have come from homes where they were the first to even graduate high school.

Continue on page 8.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

March 4, 2006 9:00 a.m. 

Presbyterian Church

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Public Notice - 2nd Posting

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will be accepting applications for the Substandard 
Building Committee. The committee duties will be to deliberate and act on repairing, vacating, 
demolishing substandard buildings or structures within the city. All interested persons can receive 
an application at city hall, 126 N. Hill. March 16, 2006 will be the closing date for accepting 
applications. For any questions, please call 687-2201.

Felicia Mayberry, Office of Code Enforcement

February Police Report

2-19 – Traffic control - I-35W northbound mm 12

2-19 – Loud music – 700 blk. Mill St.

2-19 – Structure fire – Able Tire Warehouse

2-19 – Assisted Hill County Sheriff’s Department – FM 2719

2-20 – I.D. theft report – 300 E. Wilkerson St.

2-20 – Assisted EMS – Itasca Nursing Home

2-21 – Animal complaint (loose dog) – 200 blk. E. Marrion St.

2-21 – Loose livestock (horse) – I-35W southbound mm 10

2-21 – Warrant arrest – Itasca Municipal Court

2-22 – Vehicle impounded – Speeding – No drivers license - alcohol in vehicle – I-35W southbound 
mm 7 ½

2-22 – Juvenile report – 100 blk. N. College St

2-23 – Found property turned into Itasca PD

2-24 – Assisted DPS – minor accident – I-35W northbound on FM 934 off ramp

2-25 – Minor accident – I-35W northbound mm 12

2-25 – Medical emergency – 200 blk. King St

2-25 – 911 Hang up call – 200 blk N. Files St

2-25 – Assisted Hill County Sheriff’s Office – 200 blk. King St

2-25 - Assisted Hill County Sheriff’s Office – Accident – I-35W northbound mm 3

2-25 – Assisted DPS with search and arrest – US 81 3 miles south of Itasca

2-26 – Loud music – 100 blk. N. College St

2-27 – Animal complaint (loose dog) 400 blk. E. North St

2-27 – Animal complaint (barking dog) – 100 blk. N. Files St

2-27 – Animal complaint (barking dog) 600 blk. E. Main St

Abandoned and Junked Vehicles

2nd Posting of Notice

The Office of Code Enforcement would like to inform the community concerning abandoned and 
junk vehicles, in the hopes that it could encourage our citizens to abide by the Itasca Code of 
Ordinances and continue the beautification of our city. A "Junk Vehicle" is defined as a vehicle 
that is self-propelled, inoperable, does not have lawfully attached to it an unexpired license plate, a 
valid motor vehicle inspection certificate, is wrecked, dismantled or partially dismantled or 
discarded, and has remained inoperable for more than 72 consecutive hours, if the vehicle is on 
public property for 30 consecutive days, if the vehicle is on private property. 

Anyone violating these ordinances will be sent a Notice of Violation letter to remove the vehicle(s) 
and/or pay a fine of $150.00. If you have question regarding any of the city Code of Ordinance, 
they may be viewed at City Hall during normal business hours or you may call 687-2201.

Felicia Mayberry, Office of Code Enforcement

Itasca ISD Classes Resume at 

8:00 a.m. on March 13, 2006
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"Gotta Love those Large Banks"

Our local banker (Lance Meinzer) submitted this. 

The letter, shown below, is an actual letter that was sent to a bank by a 96 year old woman. The 
bank manager thought it amusing enough to have it published in the New York Times.

Dear Sir: I am writing to thank you for bouncing my check with which I endeavored to pay my 
plumber last month. By my calculations, three nanoseconds must have elapsed between his 
presenting the check and the arrival in my account of the funds needed to honor it. I refer , of 
course, to the automatic monthly deposit of my entire salary, an arrangement which, I admit, has 
been in place for only eight years. You are to be commended for seizing that brief window of 
opportunity, and also for debiting my account $30 by way of penalty for the inconvenience caused 
to your bank.

My thankfulness springs from the manner in which this incident has caused me to rethink my 
errant financial ways. I noticed that where as I personally attend to your telephone calls and 
letters, when I try to contact you, I am confronted by the impersonal, overcharging, pre-recorded, 
faceless entity which your bank has become. From now on, I, like you, choose only to deal with a 
flesh-and-blood person. My mortgage and loan repayments will therefore no longer be automatic, 
but will arrive at your bank, by check, addressed personally and confidentially to an employee at 
your bank whom you must nominate. Be aware that it is an offense under the Postal Act for any 
other person to open such an envelope. Please find attached an Application Contact Status which I 
require your chosen employee to complete.

I am sorry it runs to eight pages, but in order that I know as much about him or her as your bank 
knows about me, there is no alternative. Please note that all copies of his or her medical history 
must be countersigned by a Notary Public, and the mandatory details of his/her financial situation 
(income, debts, assets and liabilities) must be accompanied by documented proof. In due course, I 
will issue your employee with a PIN number, which he/she must quote in dealings with me. I 
regret that it cannot be shorter than 28 digits, but, again, I have modeled it on the number of 
button presses required of me to access my account balance on your phone bank service. As they 
say, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. Let me level the playing field even further. When 
you call me, press buttons as follows :

1. To make an appointment to see me. 

2. To query a missing payment.

3. To transfer the call to my living room in case I am there. 

4. To transfer the call to my bedroom in case I am sleeping.

5. To transfer the call to my toilet in case I am attending to nature.

6. To transfer the call to my mobile phone if I am not at home.

7 To leave a message on my computer, a password to access my computer is required. Password 
will be communicated to you at a later date to the Authorized Contact.

8. To return to the main menu and to listen to options 1 through 7.

9. To make a general complaint or inquiry. The contact will then be put on hold, pending the 
attention of my automated answering service. While this may, on occasion, involve a lengthy wait, 
uplifting music will play for the duration of the call.

Regrettably, but again following your example, I must also levy an establishment fee to cover the 
setting up of this new arrangement.

May I wish you a happy, if ever so slightly less prosperous New Year. Your Humble Client

(Remember: This was written by a 96 year old woman)

Hill County Retired School Personnel March Meeting

News Release

Hill County Retired School Personnel will meet Wednesday, March 15 at 1:30 P.M. in the Vara 
Martin Daniels Performing Arts Center on the Hill College campus. The pre-retirement seminar 
activity has been cancelled.

Retired Air Force Colonel Jimmie Hanes, brother-in-law of member Jo Ann Hoel, will speak to 
the group about his service in the near eastern country of Oman. Colonel Hanes helped to 
establish an American school in Oman to meet the needs of his teen-age son and the children of 
other members of the military. His talk will focus on the school which remains in operation today.

A business meeting will also be held and refreshments will be served. Members are reminded to 
bring books for the Children's Book Project.

Page 4 March 10, 2006 Paw Print Press

Senior Spotlight - Chris Taylor

Reporter Magen Middleton

 

Cartoon by Gabby Rivera 

You’ve probably seen eighteen-year-old Chris Taylor 
driving around town his 2002 Black Ford Mustang GT, 
also known as the Batmobile, or playing baseball 
somewhere. No doubt about it, everybody knows Chris.

Timothy Christopher Taylor, otherwise known as Chris, 
Chuck, Little Nic, Karate Kid, Christopher Robin, or 
Chrissy Poo (by the girls), is the son of Wade and Dianne 
Taylor and younger brother of Nic, 23, and brother-in-
law of Brooke, 22. These four people are very important 

to Chris.

"My dad is very funny," Chris said. "Everyone loves him. My brother Nic is one of my role 
models because of all the stuff that he went through, and he’s made himself into a great man, has a 
great wife and a great job."

Chris prides himself on being different from the stereotype teen. 

"I’m argumentative, trusting, and Christian," said Chris Taylor. "I’m not like most teenagers, I 
don’t party or cuss and I have a second degree Black Belt in Kempo Jitsu. Besides karate, I’m 
good at band and I’m great with children. Something interesting about me is that in kindergarten, 
I was in a Little Debbie’s snack cake commercial. I got this opportunity through karate. In the 
commercial, I played football, baseball, and soccer. It was a lot of fun. With the $200 dollars I got 
through this, I bought myself a Sega Genesis, and I got to miss two days of school. 

In addition, I met World Boxing Champion Tony "The Raging 
Bull" Dorsey. My brother, a friend, and I took a picture with 
him each holding one of his championship belts. We were at a 
Karate Tournament in DeSoto. It’s a lot of fun meeting famous 
people."

Chris is on the varsity baseball team, a member of National 
Honor Society, a member of the UIL Number Sense team, a 

second year PAL and a member of the band where he is first chair baritone.

Continue on page 8.

Senior Spotlight-Lakishia Mayberry 

Reporter Magen Middleton 

Cartoon by Gabby Rivera

"I will always remember going to school with my cousins 
Caleb, Markeisha, and Danitra my whole life," said 
eighteen-year-old LaKishia Mayberry, "But I don’t 
really like living in a small town. I would love to go to a 
big school."

LaKishia RaNiece Mayberry, or Kishia, is the daughter 
of Sharon and Timothy Mayberry and sister of Timothy 
Jr., 27, Timishia, 20, and Tevin, 13.

"My mother has made a huge difference in my life," Kishia said. "She makes me feel like anything 
is possible if I trust in God. My parents are lots of fun, especially when they try to dance the way 
that we (teenagers) do."

Kishia is a fun person to be around also. 

"I’m loud, funny, and crazy," she said. "I like shopping, reading magazines, working at Leggs 
Bali Playtex at the Hillsboro Prime Outlet Mall, and hanging out with my cousins, or going to 
basketball games to watch my cousins." 

In her spare time, LaKishia enjoys watching "Days of our Lives," "Passions," and "Hustle and 
Flow;" and listening to any kind of dance music.

"I don’t really have a best friend, besides my family; but when I’m looking for a friend, they must 
be real. I can’t stand it when people act fake."

LaKishia attends the Second Missionary Baptist Church in Itasca and was on the high school 
basketball team for three years. During her years at school, Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Crutsinger, Mrs. 
Gordon and Mrs. Hennig have been her favorite teachers, but her favorite class is her free 5th 
period.

"Some of my favorite memories are singing ‘Four Little 
Monkeys Jumping on the Bed’ in Pre-K with Mrs. Hill, 
getting close to Mrs. Crutsinger in middle school and 
getting to spend the night with her, being in eighth grade 
and getting to hang out with high school students and of 
course my senior year when the school changed the dress 
code. My thoughts - It’s stupid."

LaKishia is looking forward to graduation. She is working 
hard to stay at the top of the class and graduate with 

honors. Her plans are then to attend McLennan Community College in the fall and major in 
General Business. She hopes to have a successful career at a big business and in 10 years be 
married with two children.

"My advice to the underclassmen is: ‘Don’t let anyone discourage you, dream for yourself.’"
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Lady Cats’ Softball

Despite the past two weeks of cancelled games, the softball team is still ready to get their season 
underway. They were able to play one game against Kopperl on February 13. The Lady Cats had 
an awesome game with a victory of 20-9. They were scheduled to play in the Frost Tournament, 
but those games were cancelled since the basketball boys were still in playoffs. 

The Lady Cats have an almost record setting number of girls coming out for the team this year. 

"It’s great to have so many talented young girls come play for us," Assistant Coach Geri Lawyer 
said. "We are really looking forward to a great season." 

The roster for this year’s team looks very promising with four second year seniors leading the 
way. They are Sara Simms, Seslee Perkins, Cayce Mitchell, and Brittany DeSpain. Also joining 
them this year is senior Alisha Slotvig. 

Junior players are Stephanie Campbell and Ashley Swilley. The nine sophomores, Ashlee 
Carranza, Lindsey Laird, Valerie Farquhar, Sydnee Perkins, Nicole Kelley, Elizabeth Quintero, 
Ashley Villarreal, and Ebony Scott on the team bring a lot of experience to the field and the plate. 

Three freshmen Pilar Baskett, Maria Worth, and Ashley Rucker finish out the roster.

Junior High Track

Reporter Brittany DeSpain

The Itasca Junior High track teams kicked off their season with a great job at our own Itasca meet 
on Thursday February 23. The students had a great showing of athletic talent, even those 
competing in their first ever track meet. Many schools from our district attended the meet, and 
Itasca provided a lot of competition.

In the 8th grade girls’ division, Itasca had one second place finish and two third place finishes. The 
8th grade boys had two first, two second, two third and two fourth place finishes. They also had 
three fifth places and one sixth place finish. The 7th grade girls topped everyone with three first 
places, four second and fourth places, and one third and sixth place. The 7th grade boys had four 
second place, and two third through sixth place finishes.

These athletes are looking forward to their next meet which will help prepare them for the District 
meet on April 5-6 in Rio Vista.

Junior High Track - 2006

Thursday, March 23 – Meridian

Monday, March 27 – Maypearl

Wed. April 5 – District Field Events – Maypearl

Thursday, April 6 – District Running – Rio Vista

2006 Baseball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

March 14 Avalon 4:30 Away 

March 17 Hubbard (DH) 2:00 Away 

March 21 Tolar 4:30 Away 

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Home 

March 28 *Grandview 4:30 Away 

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Home 

April 4 Tolar 4:30 Home 

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Home 

April 11 *Maypearl 4:30 Away 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Home 

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

* District Games

Athletic Director: Greg Cranfill

Head Coach: Fred Dakan Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 160

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

March 10 Covington 4:00 Home 

March 14 Meridian 4:00 Away 

March 17 Kopperl 4:00 Home

March 21 *Rio Vista 6:00 Away

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Here 

March 28 *Grandview 6:00 Away

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Here

April 4 Dawson 5:00 Away

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Here

April 10 *Maypearl 6:00 There 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Here

April 21 *Godley 6:00 There

* District Games

Head Softball Coach: Larry Maddox 

Assist. Softball Coach: Gerri Lawyer

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 124

Itasca Wampus Cat Track - 2006

Thursday, March 16 - Itasca

Saturday, March 25 - Bruceville-Eddy

Saturday, April 1 - Clifton

Wednesday, April 12 – District Prelims Rio Vista

Thursday, April 13 – District Finals Rio Vista

Friday, April 28 – Regionals Stephenville 

Saturday, April 29 – Regionals Stephenville 

Friday, May 12 – State

Saturday, May 13 - Austin
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Abandoning Dog and Cats Is a Criminal Act

Press Release

Irresponsible people who "dump" their unwanted dogs or cats are not only placing a cruel fate to 
the animal (most will die a horrific death) but they are also breaking the law. Abandonment is 
included in the Texas Animal Cruelty Act and is a Class A Misdemeanor under Texas Penal Code 
42.09 that carries a $4,000 fine and up to a year in jail. This offense becomes a state jail felony if 
the person has been convicted two previous times. Doesn’t it simply make common sense to just 
sterilize your pet(s) so not to face the dilemma of "ridding" oneself of unwanted litters? The "I 
feel good about myself" alternative of "giving-away" a litter only rids the problem superficially 
because the "give-away" puppies or kittens will only add to our communities’ pet overpopulation 
issue simply because the majority will never have these pets sterilized. Hill County continues to 
systematically euthanize (polite word for kill) over 1,000 unwanted dogs and cats a year and an 
equal number are "dumped" in our rural areas. Unwanted dog and cats stems from the 
irresponsible behavior of people. Negative aspects attributed to pet overpopulation include: 
increasing dog bites; roaming packs of dogs kill livestock and endanger humans; stray animals 
can lead to traffic accidents; unvaccinated animals can be vectors for rabies; and abundant stray 
animals give negative impressions to potential businesses and residents looking to locate in Hill 
County.

Call toll-free 1-866-310-PETS to make an appointment to sterilize your pet at Paw Pals’ Low Cost 
Sterilization/Vaccination Clinic (first Tuesday of each month). For questions about the clinic, call 
Kathy Moore at 582-9374. Hill County Paw Pals, the grassroots group that is organized to build 
an animal shelter in Hillsboro with goals to expand to "contract" county use, has three (3) events 
coming up in March and invite you to become involved: 1) Our next Low Cost Sterilization & 
Vaccination Clinic will be Tuesday, March 7. Please call Kathy Moore at 582-9374 for 
information; 2) Paw Pals Adoption Program will organize on Wednesday at 6pm on March 8. The 
meeting will be at Hill College’s cafeteria; and 3) On Thursday, March 9, from 7-8pm we will have 
our group meeting at the Performing Arts Center, Hill College. If you would like to have dinner 
prior to the group meeting on Thursday to socialize, we invite you to meet at Hill College cafeteria 
at 6 p.m. Cost of the meal will be $5.50. If you plan to attend the dinner, please RSVP (580-0679) 
for the chef’s head count. Please always remember that pet overpopulation is solvable—all it takes 
is a community wanting to make this positive change. For more information about becoming part 
of the success of this grassroots movement to correct the deplorable situation of pet 
overpopulation in our communities, call Paw Pals at 580-0679 or email hcpawpals@yahoo.com. 

Knights of Columbus Council Fish Fry

Press Release

Knights of Columbus Council 10375 in Hillsboro will sponsor a fish fry dinner each Friday 
evening during the Lenten Season beginning March 10. Serving begins at 6:30pm in Lafleur Hall. 

The meal includes fried catfish fillet, broiled tilapia, French fries, hush puppies, salad, tea/coffee 
and dessert. Cost of the meal is $6.00 for adults, $3.50 for children under twelve. The public is 
invited to attend.

Contact Vernon Markwardt at 687-2741 for more information.

Making Plans for Homecoming 2006

Press Release

Faries McDaniel, Class of '41, has suggested that we consider a homecoming reunion dinner for 
several classes together since our class sizes are rapidly diminishing. I (Grover Kemp) 
enthusiastically indorsed the idea and have passed this suggestion on to several ex-students and all 
have agreed. 

Therefore, we request that all who are interested contact either Faries at faries@austin.it.com , or 
the undersigned at gkemp@hillsboro.net . The invitation is not limited to the Classes of '41 and 
'44, but open to all who might be interested in mingling with the older folks.

Faries is especially interested in hearing from former classmates of the class of '41. Grover Kemp

Operation: Quiet Comfort

Press Release

Itasca Brownie Troop 4305 is currently accepting donations of blue jeans that you no longer want. 
They can be any size. All donations will be made into quilts and sent to the injured military men 
and women in Iraq. Donations can be dropped off in front of the Curry Building or you can call 
Teresa at (254) 582-1945. Thank you for your help.

Mesa Rica Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main Street - (254) 687-9915

Tues.-Fri. 8a.m.-2 p.m. & 5 p.m.-9 p.m.

Saturday Open All Day 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

Lunch Specials Available 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

$3.99 for Students & School Employees
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Modern Version of "Little Red Riding Hood"

This original work by Brittany DeSpain was an assignment in a Dual Credit English Course. It was 
published in the High School Writer 

As everyone knows, there have been many remakes of this story, but none quite like this. Who 
would’ve ever thought that Little Red Riding Hood could be a Beverly Hills ‘blonde’, drive a hot 
pink Corvette, and be a beauty lifesaver? In my version one will see how truly gifted ‘blondes’ can 
sometimes be. So, everyone sit back, have an open mind, and enjoy the newest version of this 
beloved fairytale.

One scorching hot summer day, while picking out the latest fashion bikinis at the Mega 
Magnifique Mall in Malibu, Little Red Riding Hood received a call on her Motorola picture 
phone. It was her mother telling her to come home right away because her dear, sweet, little 
grandmother had been involved in a terrible accident. As Little Red (as her Delta Delta Delta 
Sorority sisters nicknamed her) pulled into the circular drive, she saw her mother rushing down 
the stairs to meet her at the door. Little Red’s bronzed goddess mother threw open the door in 
hysterics. "Your grandmother has had a total accident happen to her! Nanny’s sunless tanner 
exploded everywhere, and she looks just awful! You must take this Lifesaver Loofa and Luscious 
Lemon Scrub to get it off her Botoxed body before she turns into an exotic orange zebra! Her hot 
granny image is at stake!" Little Red grabbed the Prada designer gift bag, jumped into her hot 
pink Corvette, and raced out of their circular driveway.

On the way to Nanny’s, Little Red decided that she couldn’t live without a stress-reducing 
smoothie. So, she decided to stop at the hippest new eatery, Fresh Fruit. After ordering her 
favorite drink, a tall summer punch smoothie with extra whipped cream, a wolf strolled up to her 
table and asked about her Corvette. Of course, she said all she knew about it was only that it could 
go really, really, fast to get the boys’ attention, (only the cute, rich boys, of course.) He was 
impressed with how fast it could go, but claimed that his bright, red Ferrari was much faster. So, 
he challenged her to a race to her Nanny’s house.

The wolf and Little Red began their road race at the corner of Rodeo and Main just three miles 
from Nanny’s hip crib. (Her townhouse was featured on television’s hottest new show The Hip 
Homes of the Rich and Famous) The race began as the light turned green, and the wolf surged 
ahead leaving black skid marks on the newly finished pavement. Little Red, who was adjusting her 
initialed Fossil sunglasses in the lighted rearview mirror, tried her hardest, flooring the gas pedal 
with her French manicured toes, but her Gucci high heel shoes kept her from full throttle. 
Needless to say, she wasn’t victorious in her endeavor.

When the weasely wolf arrived, he gasped because he had never seen or had thought of the taste 
sensation of an orange zebra before. Would it be like a Dreamciscle from Haagenwolf’s or more 
like Chicken Ala Orange from Café de Wolfe? Then, after he regained his composure, (or in this 
case, quit licking his chops), he decided that he, indeed, did need a little snack after his not-so-
filling smoothie and gobbled poor orange-flavored Nanny right up. He soon remembered about 
the bet and knew that Little Red would soon be arriving with the beauty lifesaver kit. He quickly 
dressed into Nanny’s Saks 5th Avenue bathrobe and Neiman Marcus silk scarf, both in luscious 
shades of petal pink and scented with Liz Taylor’s Passion Perfume. As Little Red came puffing 
through the door, quite hot about the defeat, she went straight up the spiral staircase to give the 
beauty kit to her grandmother. She knew she mustn’t forget her errand of mercy. How could her 
grandmother face the Ladies Bazaar Society meeting with a tan gone totally wrong? When she 
opened the door to the room, she was shocked to see her grandmother. At first she looked at her 
Nanny in bewilderment saying, "Surely that tanner couldn’t have been that dark!" Then, she 
questioned, "My goodness, when was the last time you highlighted your hair and waxed your 
eyebrows?’ The wolf, who was pretending to be Nanny, replied, "Come closer my dear, and you 
will notice that it’s a new color of highlights call Fabulous Fur by Paul Wolfy and the beautician 
said to leave my brows a tad bit thicker." Although Little Red thought that the beautician’s advice 
was a huge beauty blunder, Little Red came closer to Nanny and in a New York second, the wolf 
gobbled her up as well.

Luckily, one of the Macho Omega Fraternity boys from Malibu Heights University was driving by 
in his midnight black 4-by-4 Dodge truck fully equipped with a Hemi and 30 inch mud tires with 
custom made rims. He saw that the door to the hip residence where he had partied many times 
before had been left open and went to see if things were okay. He caught a glimpse of the rather 
fruity looking wolf and decided to take action as his fraternity pledge demands. The wolf, 
completely unaware of his surroundings because he was so full, was jumped by the Macho Omega 
Fraternity brother. Little Red and Nanny began screaming hysterically for help from the wolf’s 
stomach. 

"Little Red" continued on page 8.
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"Little Red"

Continued from page 7

The macho man then quickly pulled out his Jim Bowie Edition pocketknife and used it to cut the 
poor gals out. Little Red and Nanny thanked him continuously and, of course, invited him over 
anytime he wanted.

Little Red learned her lesson about taking bets on races in her sports car, especially since she 
didn’t know that much about them in the first place. However, she did get to go riding in to 4-by-4 
truck on a date with the boy who saved her life. Which, of course, ended with the happy couple 
spending every hour together.

And so, in 2005 they all lived happily ever after.

TCEA Attendees Receive Pep Talk from the Coach 

Continued from page 1

"It is important to turn difficulties into opportunities," Carter said. He instilled the same sense of 
pride in the audience at the conference with his advice as he had in his basketball players.

"You do not have to shrink so others can shine," Carter said. "It is important that one believes the 
messenger before one can believe the message. Your integrity is put to the test as you teach, but 
remember, that if all else fails, simply tell the truth."

The Technology Computer Education Association Conferences is held in Austin each year in order 
to keep educators up to date on new teaching methods for the classroom using technology.

Attending the conference were Tech Certified teachers Judie McClure, Sally Crouch, Barbara 
Petrash, and business teacher Linda Bassett. The teachers enjoyed Ken Carter’s keynote speech 
and took much of it to heart. Two of their favorite points of the speech were, "Always do more 
than you are paid for—do it for your future," and "keep yourself focused on your story. How we 
want our story to be told—the beginning, the middle, and the end."

Area Champion Wampus Cats 2006

 

Chris Taylor – Senior

Continued from page 4

Besides being really involved in the school, the Itasca Chamber of Commerce "Youth of the Year 
Award" recipient is also extremely involved in the community. In his junior year Chris attended 
Texas Boys’ State in Austin. He is a member of the Central Baptist Church where he helps with 
Team Kids, VBS, and is planning to be a sponsor at a camp this summer for 3rd through 6th 
graders. He is also a coach for Little Dribblers and a youth baseball coach.

"I work at the Itasca Nursing Home after school and on weekends, so in my free time I like to play 
poker with my friends, Playstation, baseball, or watch poker on television. I’m not a party boy."

Chris will always remember his favorite classes PAL and college algebra, his favorite teachers 

mailto:faries@austin.it.com
mailto:gkemp@hillsboro.net


Mrs. Petrash and Mr. Hernandez, and the Class of ’08."

"My plans after graduating are to attend the University of North Texas and become a play-by-
play sportscaster. I hope to one day be along side one of the greats like John Madden or Tom 
Grieve."

Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Closed from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. for lunch.

If you have any questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the Itasca City Council will hold a public hearing at the Municipal 
Court Building, 136 North Hill, Itasca, Texas on Monday, March 20, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. to review 
an application for a Specific Use Permit submitted by Oscar Castillo who wishes to build a pool on 
property described as Browder Block 39 Lots 5 & 6 

Felicia Mayberry, Code Enforcement

Help Your Community - Join the Itasca Chamber of Commerce

$15 individual membership

$36 Business membership
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Do You Remember When . . . ? Washday

Columnist Carl Sweeney

Quite often we see an old black cast-iron wash pot in 
someone’s yard, sometimes suspended on a tripod. 
Nowadays the pots are used for flowers and other 
decorations, also, as antiques. 

There was a time when those old pots played an 
indispensable role when washday came around. During the 

summer when school was out, on a Monday or maybe a Saturday or a holiday, the day started 
with the mother and children preparing for the washday ritual. The boys gathered wood and 
started fires under the pots; there were usually two of them. Water was carried from the well and 
dumped into the pots to boil. The sheets, pillow cases and other white clothes were boiled, after 
adding some of that good old Lye soap and some Mrs. Stewarts blueing to make them whiter. I 
always wondered how blueing that looked like food coloring could make things white. When the 
whites had boiled, it took a couple of kids to wring out the water, this was done by folding the 
sheets in the middle, inserting a stick in the fold and twisting, the stick was usually an old cut off 
broom handle which was also used to punch and stir the wash while it boiled. After wringing, we 
hung the sheets and things on the clothes line to dry. This was a boring chore for us boys. We were 
usually thinking the fish might be biting down on the creek, or we could hear the hounds chasing a 
raccoon. 

Of course, there could have been worse things than helping with the wash. We could have been 
picking cotton, hoeing cockleburs, or "heading" maize, which to me was the worst job on the 
farm. It was done in hot weather, and the chaff mixed with sweat was extremely uncomfortable. 

After the white clothing came the colored clothing, blue jeans, aprons, flower sack dresses and 
drawers. We usually had to rub these on the old rub board as they were not boiled. The sheets 
took up all the clothes lines, so we hung the rest on the fence around the yard. This was in later 
years called our "solar dryer." If there were cattle or goats around we had to keep an eye out 
because they had a tendency to chew on the clothes. It must have been the clean smell and the taste 
that attracted them. 

I still wonder to this day how we got all the work done back then when everything had to be done 
by hand. We had no modern conveniences that we have today, such as washing machines, dryers 
and other appliances. 

We made our own starch by adding two table spoons of Kingsford Starch to cold water. The 
mixture was boiled until it made a thick translucent paste. We dipped the clothes in this and hung 
them out. Of course this necessitated ironing, which was also a laborious chore. As you might 
guess, we had no perma-press clothes back then. Washdays of yesteryear left many treasured 
memories. As mother was scrubbing on the rub board, she no doubt was dreaming of automatic 
washers and dryers, water heaters, indoor plumbing, refrigerators and the many other modern 
appliances we take for granted today. 

Big Response from John Teal Article 

Carl Sweeney’s article on John Teal caught the attention of a number of readers. Sweeney has 
received numerous phone calls and letters about the article, especially about the fact that Teal and 
his wife did not have a head stone. 

After receiving a number of phone calls, Sweeney contacted Teal’s niece in Fort Worth for 
permission to accept donation for a headstone for the Teals. The grave has been located and over 
$200 has been donated toward purchasing the stone. 

If you are interested in helping in this cause, please contact Carl Sweeney at 254-6872270 or write 
to him at 306 E. Monroe St. Itasca, TX 76055.

March 13-17 IISD Menus

Lunch 

3-13 – Pizza or Ham & Cheese, Green Beans, Peaches, Breadstick, Milk

3-14 – Taco or Crispitos, Spanish Rice, Pinto Beans, Fruit Slush, Milk

3-15 – Chicken Sandwich or Lasagna, Cheesy Potatoes, Let/Tom, Apple, Milk

3-16 – Steak Fingers or Chicken Strips, New Potatoes, Broccoli w/Cheese, Peaches, Milk

3-17 – Cheeseburgers or Fajitas, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Cobbler, Milk

Breakfast 

3-13 – English Muffin, Sausage, Cereal, Juice, Fruit. Milk

3-14 – Breakfast Stick, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

3-15 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

3-16 – French Toast, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

3-17 – Fruit Strudel, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk
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Wampus Cats of the Week

 

The Lloyd Ford Family

 

This week we are turning the tables on the sponsor of this column, Lloyd Ford. The owners and 
employees at Lloyd Ford have supported all Wampus Cats (both in school and out, native or 
transplant) in all of their endeavors. 

Marquita and Dwight Lloyd, owners of Lloyd Ford, are very community and educational minded 
and are always willing to help in any way they can. Mrs. Lloyd has served as an Itasca School 
Board Trustee for many years and Mr. Lloyd serves on the Hill College Board. Although all of 
their children have graduated and no longer attend Hill County schools, they continue to give 
100% to these important positions.

"Special of the Week"

2005 TOWN CAR SIGNATURE

Leather, Loaded, Luxury

SELECTION! $24 985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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