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McGregor’s "Here Kitty" Battle Cry for Wampus Cats 

Itasca wins Bi-District Championship 72-45

Sports Reporter & Basketball Player Extraordinaire Caleb Mayberry

The Wampus Cats were eager to play for the Bi-district championship Tuesday, 
February 21, especially since it was the Cats’ first time to the playoffs in 2-A 
conference play. They knew they had to keep McGregor off the boards both 
defensively and offensively. With many fans watching, including High School Edge, 
which was aired Tuesday night on channel 25, the Cats had to put on a show. With the 
McGregor fans calling us out "Here Kitty, Kitty…" the Cats showed McGregor that 
they made a mistake by underestimating the Mighty Wampus Cats. The Cats stepped 
up and clawed their way to a 72-45. 

The Cats hope to extend their titles on Friday against Cisco for the Area 
championship. Check Special Events Sign and Citizens State Bank sign for time and 
place.

Continued on page 5

Itasca Remains in 11-2-A in UIL Realignment

Reporter Caleb Mayberry

The University Interscholastic League announced the districts’ realignment in early February. Students were eager to know whether 
they would be sent back to 1-A or remain 2A. 

UIL set population standards to classify what district and class division each school will be in for the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 
school years. Enrollment for the classification of 2-A was set for high schools between 195 and 414. This keeps Itasca ISD in 2-A 
since they turned in an enrollment number of 206 on census day in October. District 11-2A has added two new schools, Hico and 
Dublin and dropped Godley, which moved to District 10-2A. Continued on page 3.

IHS Cheerleaders Pump It Up for Nursing Home Residents

Reporter & Photographer Christy Lewis

 

Excitement filled the Itasca Nursing home as the Itasca High School cheerleaders cheered on the 
Pittsburg Steelers and the Seattle Seahawks for the 2006 Super bowl. The squad of seniors, Cayce 
Mitchell, Rose Strona, Rachel Box, Jordan Lloyd, Ashley Johnson, Brittany DeSpain, juniors, Carla 
Ochoa, Gabby Rivera, Ashley Swilley, and sophomores, Katie Rodgers, and Nicole Kelly cheered for 
both teams equally, but the residents were more vocal about their favorites. 

Continued on page 3.

Work Continues on Depot Museum before Big Move

Recently the final contracts were signed, the zoning permit attained and the official ground-breaking 
was held for the Itasca Depot Visitors’ Heritage Education Center. The contract calls for the project to 
be completed in 275 days from the signing.

Continued on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

March 4, 2006 9:00 a.m. 

Presbyterian Church

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD Spring Break 

March 4, 2006- March 12, 2006

All Offices are Closed except the Administration Office, which will be opened from 8:30 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m.

Classes Will Resume at 8:00 a.m. on March 13, 2006

Ash Wednesday Service at First Presbyterian Church

Press Release

The First Presbyterian Church of Itasca will observe the beginning of the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday Service on March 
1 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The brief service will include scripture, hymns, a meditation, and the imposition of ashes.

Lent is a 40 day period before Easter, which begins on Ash Wednesday. Sundays are not counted during the 40 days, because they 
commemorate the Resurrection. Lent begins this year on March 1 and ends on April 15, the day before Easter. Lent is a season of 
soul-searching and repentance. It is a time for reflection and taking stock, and dates back to the earliest days of the Church.

Everyone is invited to join us.

World Day of Prayer Service - March 3

Press Release

The women of the First Presbyterian Church of Itasca invite all women of our community to their annual World Day of Prayer 
Service. The Service will be held in the fellowship hall of the church at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 3. 

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a 
common day of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in prayer and service. 

It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and regions. It is a movement symbolized by an 
annual day of celebration – the first Friday of March – to which all people are welcome. It is a movement, which brings together 
women of various races, cultures and traditions in closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year.

Through World Day of Prayer, women around the world affirm their faith in Jesus Christ; share their hopes and fears, their joys 
and sorrows, their opportunities and needs.

Through World Day of Prayer, women are encouraged to become aware of the whole world and no longer live in isolation, to be 
enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and cultures, to take up the burdens of other people and pray with 
and for them, to become aware of their talents and use them in the service of society.

Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are inseparable and that both have immeasurable influence in 
the world. 

This year’s service was written by the WDP Women of South Africa and is entitled "Signs of the Times." A video, entitled "Coming 
to Say Goodbye" will also be featured and will help us to all become more aware of the pandemic of HIV/AIDS in their country.

Please join us for this very special service.
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Open House

Please join us for an open house at the Hill County Pct. 2 Justice of the Peace office located at 127 N. Hill 
Street in Itasca

Friday, February 24, 2006

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Coffee and cookies will be served

Tanya Seaman, J.P.

Constable Billy Gerke

Final Preparations to Move Depot 

Continued from page 1.

The district and community have done much of the preparation work as part of the matching funds. 
Earlier in the year, it was necessary to call in experts for a very "sticky" job. Beekeeper Tim Jordan 
of Hillsboro was called to remove a swarm of bees that had set up housekeeping in one of the depot 
walls. Jordan removed the bees to a hive and reaped over a gallon of honey from the comb. 

The underpinning has been removed and the outside of the 1895 MKT Railroad Depot is being 
scraped and sanded for its moving and restoration.

The project is scheduled to be completed by the end of October, 2006.

Itasca Remains

in 11-2A District

Continued from page 1.

For the next two years at least, Itasca will play one extra district game during football season and two more district games during 
basketball season. 

Competing in district 11-2A are Dublin, Grandview, Maypearl, Rio Vista, Hico, and Itasca during the football season and Keene will 
join the district in basketball and track.

The first playing dates for football in the 2006-07 season are August 31, September 1, 2 and for the 2007-08 season are August 30, 31, 
and September 1. According to UIL rules, schools are limited to no more than ten games for the football season. 

Notice

 

For 75 years, Itasca has had an FFA Chapter. The Itasca FFA Chapter was established in November, 
1930. If you or anyone you know has a story you would like to share about your involvement in the 
Itasca FFA, please e-mail it to lmynarcik@itasca.k12.tx.us

 

 

Filing for Itasca ISD School Board Opens

Two positions on the Itasca ISD Board of Trustees are on the ballot for the May election. 

The incumbents are Rex Jean and Paula Solis. Currently Jean, Solis and Susan Bason have filed for a place on the ballot. 

Applications are available at the Itasca ISD Administration Office located in the Itasca ISD complex at 123 N. College St. in Itasca. 

Deadline for filing is March 13.

Hill County 

Genealogical Society Meeting

News Release

Hill County Historical Markers and the book they published about them will be discussed by Virginia Sullins and Margaret 
McKown when the Hill County Genealogical Society meets Monday, March 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the Hill County Courthouse Annex 
Meeting Room, 126 Covington Street in Hillsboro.

Mrs. McKown will also talk about the history of the Abbott Cemetery and reorganization of The Abbott Cemetery Association. She 
is secretary of The Abbott Cemetery Association. 

Abbott is celebrating its 125th birthday this year and Mrs. McKown will give an overview of the activities planned and touch on the 
history of Abbott. Frieda Grigsby was also involved in the Historical Markers of Hill County book project, but she will be unable to 
attend the meeting. Visitors are always welcome.

Super Bowl Rally at Nursing Home

Continued from page 1

Every year the residents of the nursing home look forward to this event, as do the cheerleaders. Everyone has a great time cheering 
for his or her favorite team. 

"It is one of the highlights of the year for the residents," Nursing Home Director Diane Taylor said. "They appreciate the 
cheerleaders giving them this special treat."
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Senior Spotlight - Chase Southern

Reporter Gabrielle Rivera 

Cartoon by Gabby Rivera 

"I like knowing everyone around me, and being with the people I grew up with," said 18-year-
old senior, Chase Gregory Southern.

Chase was born in McCamey, Texas, and has grown up in Itasca. Chase is the son of Greg and 
Vicky Southern, and younger brother of thirty year old, Jimmy. 

"My mom has really influenced my life," Chase said. "She has always been there for me, and 
always given me advice and support. My parents are fun to hang out with because they are old fashioned, yet modernized."

During his spare time, Chase enjoys playing his guitar. 

"Music is one of my greatest talents. I can play almost anything by ear," Chase said. "I enjoy drawing, music, seafood, and "chill-
axin’ with my friends. My motto would have to be ‘The road goes on forever, and the party never ends.’"

Chase drives a Sentra, that he named, Black Beauty, and a Crown Victoria named "CG Crown Vick." He has a number of 
nicknames of his own including Chaser, Chase-a-roo, and Colonel Sanders. 

Chase is firm about his likes and dislikes. He likes his eyes and his "down-to-earth-ness but he dislikes the dress code.

"I don’t understand why boys can’t wear earrings. When girls wear them, they don’t distract, but when boys wear them, they do. 
And what does a little bit of stubble hurt?" Chase said. 

"When it comes to my friends, I look for loyalty," Chase said. Chase, "I really admire Lauren. She is always here for me when I 
need her, and I can count on her for anything."

Chase loves his debate class. 

"I love to argue. I feel that I am a very argumentative person, and do a good job in this class. My favorite 
teacher is Ms. Gordon, because she is a good person to talk to and go to for advice. I am really going to 
miss her, but I am ready to put this school behind me, and see what else is out there in the world for me." 

Chase’s plans include going to North Texas and majoring in Political Science. 

"In ten years, I see myself being content, and hopefully raising a good family, not in Itasca, but maybe in 
New Zealand," Chase said.

Senior Spotlight – Alisha Slotvig

Reporter Magen Middleton 

Cartoon by Gabby Rivera

"Life’s too short to love the one you got because you might get ran over or you might get shot,
(Marc Wymor)" is seventeen-year-old Alisha Slotvig’s favorite quote. "I’m very honest, unique, I 
randomly say weird things, and I’m not afraid to tell it like it is."

Alisha Marie Slotvig is the daughter of Jeff and Julie Slotvig and sister of twelve-year-old Bob. 
She also has a pet German Shepard named K.C. (Kinda Cute).

"One thing that is fun about my family is that every summer we go on a family trip," Alisha said. 
"My favorite one ever is whenever my grandfather took me to Europe for 6 weeks."

Last school year Alisha moved to Itasca from Washington State.

"I was born in Burien, Washington," Alisha said. "It’s about 30 minutes away from Seattle. Some of my best memories were there. 
Like in elementary school, I remember chasing down and tackling the boys, then in middle school I’ll never forget hanging out with 
my Gothic friends or chugging Blue Cheese salad dressing. My sophomore year in high school there I had my favorite teacher, Mr. 
Dillon. He was my favorite until I came here and met Mrs. Swilley. After being in Itasca for a while, I realized that I don’t like being 
in a small town because everybody knows everyone else’s business. Also, here at high school someone may be nice to you but, they 
will still talk about you behind your back."

Alisha plays on the varsity softball team, is a member of the Science Club and is a member of the UIL Social Studies team. She 
attends church in Hillsboro at the Church on the Hill.

"Tony Barnett has made the biggest difference in my life. He has showed me that life is worth living if you know what you’re living 
for. The Big Man Upstairs is my role model."

Almost every weekend, Alisha drives her maroon Dodge Ram with a smashed front bumper to work at 
Texas Meter and Device in Waco where she is a Meter Technician.

"I am looking forward to two things this year, prom and graduation, and then on to MCC to get my 
Paramedic degree. I really want to be able to save people’s lives."
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Cats Bi-District Champs

The following is reprinted with permission:

Kevin Tankersley, Sports Information Specialist

McLennan Community College - (254) 299-8833

WACO -- Tralyn Harden scored 16 second-quarter points as Itasca pulled away from 
McGregor and took a 72-45 Class 2A bi-district win Tuesday night at The Highlands on the 
McLennan Community College campus.

The Wampus Cats move on with a record of 22-6 while McGregor finishes its season at 15-12.

Harden scored a game-high 28 while Kendale Mayberry added 14 points for Itasca. Kevin Williams was the lone Bulldog in double 
figures with 10 points. Jeff Parrott and Tim Garrett scored nine each for McGregor.

After a slow start by both teams, Itasca held a 13-7 lead after one quarter before Harden 
started his shooting clinic in the second period. He hit four three-pointers in the quarter and 
scored 16 of the Wampus Cats' 23 points in the period. Itasca led 36-20 at the half. After 
McGregor outscored the Cats 18-17 in the third period and pulled to within 52-37, Itasca 
used a 20-8 run in the fourth period to take the win.

McGregor: Jeff Parrott 4 0-0 9, Tim Garrett 4 1-2 9, Kevin Williams 4 2-3 10, 

Joe Seward 2 0-0 5, Chris Minnitt 2 4-4 8, Alan Hudson 1 0-0 2, Jake Thomas 1 0-1 2, Tyler 
Arp 0 0-2 0. Totals: 18 7-12 45. 

Itasca: Mikey Marshall 2 0-2 4, Casey Clerihew 1 1-2 4, Sean Smith 3 0-0 6, 

 

Caleb Mayberry 4 0-0 8, Edgar Soto 1 0-0 2, Kendale Mayberry 6 1-3 14, Clayton Wienecke 3 0-0 6, Tralyn Harden 11 0-0 28. 
Totals: 31 2-7 72. 

3-point goals: McGregor 2 (Parrott, Seward); Itasca 8 (Harden 6, Clerihew, K. Mayberry). 
Total fouls: McGregor 11, Itasca 14. Halftime score: Itasca 36, McGregor 20. Records: Itasca 
22-6; McGregor 15-12.

 

 

2006 Baseball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 28 Frost 4:30 Away 

March 3 Axtell (DH) 4:30 Away 

March 7 Frost 4:30 Home 

March 14 Avalon 4:30 Away 

March 17 Hubbard (DH) 2:00 Away 

March 21 Tolar 4:30 Away 

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Home 

March 28 *Grandview 4:30 Away 

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Home 

April 4 Tolar 4:30 Home 

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Home 

April 11 *Maypearl 4:30 Away 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Home 

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

* District Games

Athletic Director: Greg Cranfill

Head Coach: Fred Dakan Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 160

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

March 3 Bruceville-Eddy TBA Away

March 10 Covington 4:00 Home 

March 14 Meridian 4:00 Away 

March 17 Kopperl 4:00 Home

March 21 *Rio Vista 6:00 Away

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Here 

March 28 *Grandview 6:00 Away

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Here

April 4 Dawson 5:00 Away

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Here

April 10 *Maypearl 6:00 There 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Here

April 21 *Godley 6:00 There

* District Games

Head Softball Coach: Larry Maddox 

Assist. Softball Coach: Gerri Lawyer

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 124
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Power Lifting 

"Another Great Sport"

Reporter Alecia Evans

Cartoonist Gabby Rivera

This year the Itasca High School Power Lifting team has two new coaches, Brandon Greenhaw and Fred Dakan. The coaches have 
been working with the athletes with hopes of bringing home some medals. 

The lifters have the added benefit of having Dakan, a power lifting coach with many years experience, as one of their coaches. In 
Dakan’s first year of coaching at Falfurrias, he took one boy to state, and the following year two girls made it there as well. One of 
the girls became a state record holder and received a college scholarship for her skills in power lifting. 

Dakan’s team of lifters in Venus were successful as well, with five girls going to regional and three making it to the state meet. Dakan 
and Greenhaw hope to make the sport of power lifting more popular, considering it compliments just about all other sports. They 
try to encourage others to join because of how much it builds the students’ confidence and self-esteem. 

Itasca’s power lifting team has competed in two meets and placed very well. The team of sophomores Josh Huff, Colton Yarbro, 
Terrey Brumbalow, Jonathon Ponce, Jacob Pelham, Nick Worth and Zack Johnson has increased their total weight each time. Also 
lifting is Freshman Ashley Rucker the lone girl. She has shown that this is not just a male dominated sport.

The team traveled to Rio Vista on February 4 and represented Itasca very well. Yarbro placed 3rd in the 242 weight class totaling 
990 and Pelham placing 5th. Rucker did well placing 6th in her class. This was her first meet ever.

On February 11, the team traveled to Whitney and again proved to be a force to be reckoned with. All of the lifters that participated 
placed in their weight classes and increased their totals significantly. Rucker placed 2nd in the girls division with a personal best of 
550 lbs. In the boys division Ponce and Brumbalow were 1st and 3rd in the 132 weight class totaling 775 and 680 lbs. Huff was 3rd in 
the 198 class with a total of 1065 lbs. In the 242 lbs class Yarbro raised his total by 75lbs from the previous week totaling 1065 and 
taking 1st place with Pelham closely behind in 4th. 

St. John’s Youth Alternative 

Program seeks Donation

Press Release

Community Gymnasium

St. John’s Youth Alternative Program (YAP) is going to build a gymnasium in the city of Itasca, Texas. It will be a place for the 
youth as well as the adults to participate in physical exercise activities, such as boxing, basketball and ping-pong. Training in self-
help activities, and discussion groups, plays, community meetings, weddings, reduce obesity, church dinners and musicals.

We request your assistance in making this project a reality. Your dollars, materials and voluntary help is much needed and will be 
greatly appreciated. Each dollar you donate = one less dollar needed.

Johnny L. Bates, Program Coordinator

St. John’s Youth Alternative Program (YAP)

P.O. Box 142

Itasca, Texas 76055

254-687-2821

The Heritage of Hill County, Texas Ready for Distribution

News Release

Copies of The Heritage of Hill County, Texas books are in Hillsboro and ready for 
distribution on Friday, February 24 and Saturday, February 25 according to Richard 
Greenhill, treasurer of The Hill County Heritage Book Committee. The books will be 
available for pick up at the former Marshall & Marshall Building, 200 East Franklin St. 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on both days. Persons who preordered the book should plan to 
pick up their copies at that time. If you have a gift certificate for The Heritage of Hill 
County, Texas book, please bring it with you. 

Books can also be purchased at $60.00 apiece at the former Marshall & Marshall Building on 
Friday and Saturday if you did not order in advance. 

People are already receiving copies, which they ordered sent by mail, according to Mr. Greenhill. For more information contact: 
Richard Greenhill, 254-582-8912. 
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Welcome to a New Wampus Cat!

 

Jonathan Henry Bowman

born to Jon & Kristen Bowman

on Saturday February 11, 2006 at 11:56 p.m.

weighing 8 lbs. 10 oz and 21 inches long.

Proud Grandparents are David & Nancy Bowman

and Bobby & Susan Crawford of Itasca.

Jon graduated from Itasca HS in 1996.

Itasca Garden Club News

Press Release

Photographs by Shawna Pratt & Brittany DeSpain

The Itasca Garden Club hosted the Grandview Garden Club at the Presbyterian Church's Barton 
Hall for their February meeting. 

 

Master Gardener Daryl Freeman from Tarrant County presented the program titled "Earth- Kind 
Roses."

The meeting had a Valentines theme with each person receiving a decorated topiary.

 

 

 

December School Board Minutes

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on Monday, December 12, 2005 in the Itasca 
ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m. Present were President Marquita Lloyd, Secretary Claude Garrett, Members Donny 
Faries, Kevin Lightsey and Nancy Bowman. Vice President Paula Solis and Member Rex Jean were absent

Administrators present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, H.S. Principal, Barry Durham, M.S. Principal, 
Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal and Norma Merkel, Secretary. 

Visitors present were Susan Bason, Rebecca Hanes, Felicia Coleman, Holly Berry and Brian Kelley.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Motions were made and passed unanimously to approve minutes from previous board 
meeting and to approve the bills and financial report. 

President Lloyd welcomed all visitors to the meeting. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the 2004-05 AEIS report. 

Motions were made and passed unanimously to accept the resignation of Christina Mace. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m.

January School Board Minutes

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on Monday, January 9, 2006 in the Itasca 
ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m. Present were President Marquita Lloyd, Vice President Paula Solis, Secretary Claude 
Garrett, Members Rex Jean, Donny Faries, Kevin Lightsey and Nancy Bowman. 

Administrators present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, H.S. Principal, Barry Durham, M.S. Principal, 
Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal and Norma Merkel, Secretary. 

Visitors present were Penny Faries, Felicia Coleman and Brian Kelley.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Motions were made and passed unanimously to approve minutes from previous board 
meeting and to approve the bills and financial report. 

President Lloyd welcomed all visitors to the meeting. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the transfer of Davey Barnes for the 2005-06 school year. 

The board entered executive session at 7:14 p.m. The board returned from executive session at 8:14 p.m., 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.
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Recent Deaths

John, Edgar Ernest - Edgar Ernest John, a long time resident of Hillsboro, Texas, died February 7, 2006. Edgar’s countless stories 
and intellectual tenacity earned him the love and respect of all who cared for him.

He was born October 14, 1919 to the late Chaucer and Alice John. He graduated midterm from Springdale High School in 
Springdale, Arkansas in 1936 as Salutatorian and joined the Navy at seventeen with the permission of his parents. He served two 
terms in the U.S. Navy as a radio operator and received an Honorable Discharge December 20, 1945. He retired as an air traffic 
controller at age 52.

Edgar was married to Berniece Hanuu April 12, 1941. Berniece passed away May 13, 1999. They had one son, Gary Griffith John. 
Gary has one son, Jeffrey James John (deceased) and one daughter, Julie John Upshaw. Edgar has two great grandchildren, Alex 
and Austin Upshaw, and two step great grandchildren, Griffin and Hope Hutchison.

In addition to these family members, Edgar and his wife had many "adopted" children and grandchildren due to their work for so 
many years as cottage parents at the Presbyterian Children’s Home in Itasca, Texas.

Edgar and his wife, Berniece were "Airstreamers" for over 27 years. They often led caravans across the United States and were 
founding members of the North Texas Airstream Community, Inc. Edgar was a long time member of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Hillsboro, Texas. 

A memorial service was held February 19, at the First Presbyterian Church in Hillsboro. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the Presbyterian Children’s Home of Itasca, Texas.

 

Bruton, Douglas Eugene - Douglas Eugene Bruton went to be with the Lord on February 10, 2006 while at home. 
He is the son of C.E. and Cora Bruton of Itasca. He is retired from Lockheed Martin/General Dynamics where he 
took great pride in his work on the F-16. He was blessed with four children and eight grandchildren. Services 
were at Clayton Kay Vaughn Funeral Home on February 13 in Itasca. Burial followed at the Itasca Cemetery.

He was preceded in death by his father.

Survivors include his mother, Cora Bruton; companion, Wanda Crow Mitchell; children Arlene Ruiz of San Antonio, Texas, Janice 
Solis of Itasca, Texas, Donna Townson of Burleson, Texas, and Lori Comer of Whitney, Texas; grandchildren Crystal Ruiz, James 
Paul Solis, Amber Ruiz-Rodriguez, Heather Townson-Steele, Daniel Solis, Hollie Townson, Josh Comer, Jordan Comer; sisters; 
Dorothy Davis, and Edna Weeks and brother, Ray Bruton. 

February 27-March 3 Menus

Lunch 

2-27 – Pizza or Chicken Sandwich, Pasta Salad, Corn, Pineapple, Milk

2-28 – Oven Fried Chicken or Crispitos, Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Fruit Cocktail, Milk

3-1 – Nachos or Steak Fingers, Refried Beans, Fruit Slush, Milk

3-2 – Sloppy Joe or Chicken Strips, Cheesy Potatoes, Fruited Jello, Brownie, Milk

3-3 – Cheeseburgers or BBQ Chicken Sand, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Pudding, Milk

Breakfast 

2-27 – Cinnamon Raisin Biscuit, Cereal, Juice, Fruit. Milk

2-28 – Sausage Wrap, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

3-1 – Breakfast Stick, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

3-2 – Eggs & Sausage, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

3-3 – Cinnamon Tastries, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

Help Needed!

Itasca ISD cafeteria is hiring. Please get an application from the cafeteria or the superintendent's office. Please no phone calls. EOE

New Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Effective January 30, 2006

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

If you have any questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437

Has Your Child Lost His/Her Coat?

There are many NICE coats in the elementary, middle school and high school Lost & Found. One of those could belong to your 
child. Please check with the campus secretary.
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Do You Remember When . . . ? 

John Teal

Columnist Carl Sweeney

 

The year was 1879 on March 12, just south of Covington, Texas, a baby boy was born. The boy was named John 
Henry Teal. His father Green Teal rode his horse to Covington in the early morning for a bar of Castile soap and powder to bathe 
the child. Mr. Bill Ince who worked in the store for the owner, Pete Thomason sold Mr. Teal the supplies. In later years Mr. Ince 
would tease John, saying that it was the last bath he had. The cabin where the Teals lived was on the Colonel Gathings Farm. 

Shortly afterward, Mr. Ince and Mr. Thomason moved to Itasca. About 1888 John and his 
family also moved to Itasca. When John was twelve years old he got his first job as a shoe 
shine boy and handy-man in the Tom Vancleave barber shop, where he worked off and on 
for ten years. He later worked for J.C. Duck and A.J. Goodnight. He also worked for Andy 
(Poss) Hodge and wife Dixie, when they bought the Vancleave shop. In 1917 John went to 
work for J.W. Standly and remained with them for thirty-five years. 

"Back in the old days," as John said, Saturday night baths were popular in the barber 
shops; this was before natural gas came to towns. The shops stayed open until midnight. 
The summers were un-comfortable, as there was no air-conditioning, and few electric fans. 

John said Mr. Vancleave was good at rigging things. One time he rigged up a fan by using a treadmill and a Billy-goat. When the 
goat walked on the treadmill, it turned a fan system near the ceiling made of newspapers and tacked on boards. Sometimes the goat 
would "back", making the air-conditioning un-certain. John said, "The old goat got to stinking so bad they got rid of him." He said 
he even pulled the ropes some himself between shines and sweeping up the shop. 

John worked a lot of other jobs during those years also. He met the trains and carried the "Drummers" bags to the old Allen and 
Watelsky hotels that existed in those days. Another job in which John was very proficient was picking up and delivering laundry. He 
picked up laundry at Switzer College, the hotels, at the cotton mill and other places. He always remembered whose it was and did no 
tagging until he delivered it to the laundry. They said, "That John had a "phenomenal memory," which did him in good stead when 
he played dominoes with the local club. It delighted him when he beat his white friends sometimes. 

In 1904 John and Armela Lindsay were married. Judge L.F. Stanley performed the ceremony. Judge Stanly was a popular citizen in 
Itasca. He was the father of Tennie Bell Bobbitt and Frank Martin’s wife. J. G. Stanley was Itasca’s band leader, and later 
performed for the military during World War II.

John had one brother and three sisters. John and Armela had no children. He called his wife "Dump" he shortened it from 
"Dumpling." That was what her mother called her. John was a long time member of the Bethel AME church, serving as Steward, 
Chairman of the Board, and was class leader for eleven years. Later he became a member of the Methodist Church in 1911.

On John’s 80th birthday he enjoyed a family dinner and party, prepared by his beloved wife, and long time companion. Only family 
members were present. Next day when the towns people became aware of John’s birthday (he hadn’t mentioned it) he was showered 
with gifts and birthday wishes from scores of his Itasca friends, showing the affection and respect they had for him. 

John was teased a lot, but it was good natured and he thought his friends were mad at him if he was ignored.

Weldon Owens, a newspaper Columnist from Fort Worth came to Itasca to interview John for an article in his paper, along with 
other Itasca things of interest. 

When John was 86 years of age, another columnist came to Itasca to do an interview. He was Frank X Tolbert, who wrote for the 
Dallas News, His column title was "Tealy has shined shoes for 77 years." Tealy was a nickname used by many Itascans, for John. 
One of the last shops John worked for was Tom Alverson’s Barber Shop. His last one was Dean Boortz. At that time he said he still 
had the old shoe-shine box he started out with, along with the old Mason’s and Tom Blacking Polish. He used to say "Folks sure 
brag on my shines, with those old polishes." 

I don’t know when Armela died, but John Teal died in July 1966. He has a niece, Mrs. Reynolds in the Metroplex. Sad to say John 
and Armela have no monument for their graves. It would be nice if they could have.
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Wampus Cats of the Week

 

"The Starting 5"

 

Reporter Jordan Lloyd & Caleb Mayberry

 

Leading the Mighty Wampus Cats to victory are the fantastic five starters. Seniors Caleb Mayberry and Sean Smith join with 
underclassmen Kendale Mayberry, Tralyn Harden, and Mikey Marshall to defeat their opposing team. The starting five have great 
speed, good outside shooting, rebounding, and high energy. Look forward to them putting on a show as they head off to the 2006 
playoffs.

"Special of the Week"

2005 Crown Victoria LS

Leather, loaded, 12K miles

Only! $16 985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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