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Record Number Inducted into National Honor Society

Twenty-four members of the Itasca National Honor Society (pictured above) welcomed twenty-six 
new members (pictured below) at its 2006 induction ceremony. 

The induction of the new members brings the membership number to a record high (as far as we 
can research). 

In order to be considered for NHS membership, a student must have a GPA of 88 or above and 
receive a rating of 3.0 or better on the faculty’s evaluation. The students are rated on service, 
leadership, scholarship and character. Students are not eligible to be nominated until the second 
semester of their sophomore year. 

Wampus Cats Head for Play-Off Round

Runner-Up in District 11-2A Basketball

Practice game or games may be scheduled. Check Special Events Sign and Citizens 
State Bank sign for time and place.

Elementary 2nd in District UIL Meet

Reporter Chelsea Henderson

The Itasca Elementary school competed in the UIL Meet in Grandview. Overall, the students 
placed 2nd, beating out Maypearl and Rio Vista. 

The students competed in a variety of events; Art, Creative Writing, Dictionary Skills, Listening 
Skills, Maps, Graphs, and Charts, Music Memory, Number Sense, Oral Reading, Ready Writing, 
Spelling, and Storytelling. 

Winning individual the ribbon winners were: Second grade: Kassandra Gabino received 4th place 
in Creative Writing. Chelsea Searcy received 1st place for Creative Writing, Amanda Rodriguez 
placed 1st place for Storytelling. 

Story & pictures continued on page 6.

Hill College offering Peace Officer Training

Press Release

Hill College will be offering the Peace Officer Sequence beginning in March 2006. The Peace 
Officer Sequence is four separate courses including: Texas Peace Officer Laws, Texas Peace 
Officer Licensing Examination Review. The course will be held on the Hill County Campus of Hill 
College in Hillsboro, Texas on Thursday and Friday nights form 6:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m., and 
on Saturdays and Sundays from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Students who successfully complete the 
four courses with at least a "C" or better in each course and who meet other requirements are 
allowed to sit for the Texas Peace Officer Licensure Examination through the Texas Commission 
on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education (TCLEOSE). 

Continued on page 3
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

March 4, 2006 9:00 a.m. 

Presbyterian Church

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Notice 

For 75 years, Itasca has had an FFA Chapter. The Itasca FFA Chapter was established in 
November, 1930. If you or anyone you know has a story you would like to share about your 
involvement in the Itasca FFA, please e-mail it to lmynarcik@itasca.k12.tx.us

Paw Print Press Subscription

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 N 
College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

What is Ministerial Alliance?

Ministerial Alliance President Diane Barnes

The Itasca Ministerial Alliance is made up of pastors and church representatives from churches in the 
Itasca area. Different denominations work together in Christ’s name and in His love to serve the people of 
our community. How do they do that? For one thing, we help transients who are passing through Itasca 
and who need a little money for gas and/or food. We also provide three ecumenical worship services each 
year: the community Thanksgiving Service, an Easter Sunrise Service, and Baccalaureate Service for the 
graduating seniors from our high school. We also give Bibles to each member of the senior class at that 
service.

All churches in or around Itasca are urged to participate in the Ministerial Alliance. We meet the first 
Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. We hope that each church will make sure they are represented at 
these meetings. For a list of meeting places or further information, please contact the Ministerial Alliance 
President, Diane Barnes, at 687-2963. Working together in Christian love and unity, we can make a 
difference in our community.

January Police Report

1-17 – Burglary alarm call – 700 blk. S. Files St.

1-17 – Assisted motorist – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

1-18 – Information of a repossession – 400 blk. Front St.

1-18 – Accident call – I-35-W northbound mm 9

1-18 – Report of a bicycle theft – 100 blk. N College St.

1-18 – Theft report – 200 blk. S. Hill St

1-19 – Burn ban violation – 800 blk. Adams St.

1-19 – Grass and structure fire – 200 blk. E. Marrion St.

1-20 – Animal complaint (loose dog) – 800 blk. Mill St.

1-21 – Possible prowler – 300 blk. of E. Main St.

1-21 – Unauthorized use of a vehicle – 300 blk. E. Marrion

1-22 – Report of a possible drunk driver – Main St. @ Files 

1-23 – Assault report – 100 blk. N. College St.

1-23 – Possible accident – I-35-W southbound mm 15

1-24 – Major accident report – FM 66 @ Itasca Cemetery

1-24 – Traffic stop for speeding – Driver arrested for DWI – Passenger transported for medical 
care – I-35-W southbound mm 8

1-25 – Suspicious vehicle – Mill St. @ K-Lane

1-25 – Disturbance – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

1-25 – Arrest on a warrant – 300 blk. Lincoln Park Dr. Cleburne

1-26 – Possible drunk driver report – Arrest made – I-35-W southbound mm 7

1-26 – Recovered a stolen vehicle – I-35-W mm 10

1-26 – Vehicle impounded – 100 blk. E. Monroe St.

1-26 – Funeral escort

1-26 – Animal complaint (barking dog) – 600 blk. E. Main 

1-27 – Theft (gas drive off) – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

1-27 – Animal complaint (loose dog) – 200 blk. S. Aquilla 

Continued on page 3.
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Tortomase-Kruse 

Engagement

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Tortomase of Hoover, Alabama are pleased to announce the engagement 
and future wedding of their daughter, Elizabeth Jane Tortomase, to Lubin Jamieson Kruse, son of 
Mrs. Derenda Barnes of Atlanta Georgia and Mr. Frank J. (Jim) Kruse of Hoover, Alabama.

The prospective groom is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Wakefield and Colonel (Ret.) 
and Mrs. Frank E. Kruse, both of Fort Worth, Texas. His mother, Derenda is the niece of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman Cockerham of Itasca, Texas. He is the great-grandson of the late Claude and Gladys 
Wakefield of Itasca.

The bride-elect is the granddaughter of Mrs. Jane Pegues and the late Mr. James C. Pegues and 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony M. Tortomase.

Elizabeth is a graduate of Hoover High School, Birmingham, AL and is currently attending 
Jefferson State Community College also located in Birmingham, AL studying Early Childhood 
Development.

Lubin is a graduate of Hoover High School, Birmingham, AL and attended Southern Union Jr. 
College in Opelika, AL. He is employed by Consolidated Pipe and Supply, Inc. in Auburn, AL.

The couple will exchange vows on March 11, 2006 at Canterbury United Methodist Church in 
Birmingham, AL.

Notice

For 75 years, Itasca has had an FFA Chapter. The Itasca FFA Chapter was established in 
November, 1930. If you or anyone you know has a story you would like to share about your 
involvement in the Itasca FFA, please e-mail it to lmynarcik@itasca.k12.tx.us

Officer Training at Hill College

Continued from page 1

According to Gary Reeves, Program Coordinator of Criminal Justice at Hill College, Students 
who have successfully completed the Texas Peace Officer Sequence and have completed the 
curriculum as part of an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice or a related subject are may 
enroll in and successfully be licensed as a Texas Peace Officer and not have to attend a Police 
Academy in order to work in law enforcement in Texas. Reeves stated that as part of the 
Associate’s Degree the student must also have the following courses: Crime in America, 
Introduction to Criminal Justice; Court Systems and Practices; Fundamentals of Criminal Law; 
Criminal Investigation; Legal Aspects of Law Enforcement; and, Police Systems and Practices. In 
addition, students must submit and successfully pass a background check through the Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education (TCLEOSE) in which Hill 
College has the necessary forms that must be completed and submitted by the student for 
clearance.

Reeves notes that Hill College is an approved Academic Alternative Provider through the Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education (TCLEOSE) and the peace 
officer licensing program through the college is an attractive proposition for most people. One of 
the selling points of the Academic Alternative Program offered by Hill College for most people is it 
not only qualifies them to become a peace officer without attending the Police Academy, but, in 
addition, the student has over thirty semester hours of college credit awarded as part of their 
training. Reeves further notes that most of the larger law enforcement agencies in the area now 
require degrees and/or substantial coursework from an accredited college in order to be 
considered for employment. 

Persons interested in participating and enrolling in Peace Officer Sequence should contact Gary 
Reeves, Program Coordinator of Criminal Justice at Hill College at (254)582-2555, Extension: 311. 
Students who wish to enroll in the program may be eligible for financial aid and should contact 
the Financial Aid Office of Hill College.

January Police Report

Continued from page 2.

1-27 – Report of unrestrained children in a moving vehicle – I-35-W northbound mm 7

1-28 – Two vehicle accident with one roll over – I-35-W northbound mm 8

1-28 – Criminal trespass warning filed – 200 blk. N. Hill St.

1-28 – Theft report – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

1-29 – Vehicle impounded (no driver’s license) – I-35-W northbound mm 8

1-29 – Domestic disturbance – 500 blk. K-Lane

1-29 – Loud music report – 700 blk. Mill St.
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Senior Spotlight - Seslee Perkins

Reporter Magen Middleton

Cartoon by Gabby Rivera 

"One thing I will always remember about high school is the drama, which really is not worth 
worrying about," said eighteen year old Seslee Perkins.

Seslee Dawn Perkins is the daughter of Dawn Garcia and Jason Perkins, and older sister of 
Sydnee, 16, Breele, 9, Shelby, 9, Donovan, 6, Jordan, 6, and Morgan, 3.

"My mom is my role model," Seslee said. "I couldn’t ask for a better mom; she has always been 
there for me. She is really great. My grandparents, Mammaw, Papaw, Papa, and Nanny, have also 
made a huge difference in my life. My best friend is my sister Sydnee. She is always there when I 
have no one else to turn to. My family is fun, too. My dad looks and acts like Jack Black, and my 
mom thinks that she can sing, but she can’t!"

Seslee is known around campus for being the second baseman or left fielder on the varsity softball 
team, a drill sergeant and French Horn player in the Wampus Cat Band, and part of the PAL 
program; but most people in the community know her for making them dinner at Jimmy’s Corner 
Store.

"I’ve been working at Jimmy’s for two years and my bosses and co-workers are the greatest 
people. I love them all!"

In what little spare time she has, Seslee enjoys text messaging Hector Medina, her boyfriend, 
listening to music, eating taquitos at Whataburger, and watching reality television shows with her 
mom and sisters. 

"I have been going to school here forever, and have had lots of great memories. One is that in 
elementary, Nicole Johnson always cried on the first day of school. My most embarrassing 
moment was during a football game whenever I fell down the stands in front of everyone because 
the TROMBONES don’t put their stuff up."

"My friends are really important to me," Seslee said. "Hector, for loving me for me, and Chelsea 
Minyard for always talking to me and making me laugh."

After graduating, Seslee’s plans are to go to Hill College, and then figure out where she wants to 
go to finish her education to become an elementary school teacher. Then she hopes to become a 
great teacher, mom, and a wife

Senior Spotlight – Rose Strona

Reporter Gabrielle Rivera 

Cartoon by Gabby Rivera

It is rare to find a girl who can do almost anything, but I.H.S. has one in Miranda Rose Strona. 
She is president of student council, historian of the National Honor Society, co-captain of the 
varsity cheerleading squad, and a member of the science club. 

Rose is the daughter of Bob and Martha Strona, and younger sister to Billy, 23, and Mark, 21. 
Rose also has 2 dogs, 2 precious cats, and "millions" of cows. 

"My mom is great," Rose said. She says that every morning you should dance. It makes you feel 
good. I have a brother who lives in Italy and one in California. I also have the most precious 
nephew."

Rose has attended Itasca ISD since the third grade, and says one thing she will always remember 
is "the drama," and her favorite teacher, Mrs. Crutsinger, because she "always gave great 
advice." She enjoys the sophomores in her debate class, and all of her teachers, especially Mr. 
Pittman. Her main interest, however, is cheerleading. 

"I love it. I live it," Rose said. 

Rose has been a varsity cheerleader since her freshman year, and has dubbed it her favorite sport. 
This past summer, she was even named All-American at the 2005 NCA cheer camp.

"I can’t wait for the end of school. I will finally graduate from good ol’ Itasca High," Rose said, 
"After graduation, I plan to attend Texas State in San Marcos. I hope to become a pediatrician, 
and in ten years, I see myself married, making money and maybe even children."

During her spare time, Rose loves hanging out with her friends, talking to her mom, going to the 
movies, scrap booking, and cheering. She likes a variety of music, Italian food, and the movie 
"Romeo and Juliet." Rose is also very proud of herself for nearly accomplishing a cheer-stunt 
move known as the "scorpion." When she is not doing all of this, she is working at the Bass Outlet 
store in Hillsboro.

"I would describe myself as loving, dramatic, and outrageous," Rose said, "I cry a lot and I am 
very easily amused. One of my pet peeves is people that don’t take credit for what they do. The 
one thing I like about myself is my eyes." 

"My parents are absolutely the best," Rose said, "and my role model is Paris Hilton. I advise 
everyone to never regret anything, because it’s always worth it."
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Wampus Cats Runner Up in District 11-2A

Wampus Cats 8-2 

Reporters M. Cummings & C. Mayberry Photos-Shawna Pratt 

Itasca met Maypearl for the second time this season on February 7. They came away with another 
win to elevate their district record 7-1. The Cats came out screaming toward the boards. At half 
time, the Cats had run the score up to 41-11. The entire Cat team contributed to the win over the 
Panthers. In the third quarter, the Cats continued to execute offensively and defensively while the 
Panthers struggled to keep up with the intensity of the Cats offense. The Wampus Cats continued 
to turn up the heat. At the final buzzer, the Cats celebrated a 76-42 victory. 

Itasca met Rio Vista at Rio Vista for the second game against the Eagles this district season. Itasca 
won 71-51. Itasca held the lead throughout the game. At the end of the first quarter, Itasca led 
with the score of 18-13. The Cats continued to lead and kept pushing the ball, and had the Eagles 
wanting to fly the coop by the end of the second quarter, when the score was 36-29. 

In the third and fourth quarter junior, Kendale Mayberry, cruised his way through the Rio Vista 
defense and made key passes when needed, and completed crucial plays and scored when there 
was an opportunity. The win tied the Wampus Cats with the Keene Chargers for the district title. 

Itasca met Keene Tuesday, February 14, to decide the district championship. The Cats got off to a 
slow start on offense and trailed Chargers until late in the fourth quarter. With a little over four 
minutes left, the Cats pulled ahead 39-38. The Chargers played a very tight defense. Itasca's 
shooters were unable to get a clear shot for three pointers and Keene's tall post closed down the 
lane stopping the Cats' charge to the basket. Keene took the game 45-41, giving Itasca the runner 
up spot in the district. 

2006 Baseball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 17 Covington Scrimmage 4:30 Home

Feb. 28 Frost 4:30 Away 

March 3 Axtell (DH) 4:30 Away 

March 7 Frost 4:30 Home 

March 14 Avalon 4:30 Away 

March 17 Hubbard (DH) 2:00 Away 

March 21 Tolar 4:30 Away 

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Home 

March 28 *Grandview 4:30 Away 

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Home 

April 4 Tolar 4:30 Home 

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Home 

April 11 *Maypearl 4:30 Away 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Home 

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

* District Games

Athletic Director: Greg Cranfill

Head Coach: Fred Dakan Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 160

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 17 Meridian 4:00 Home

Feb. 21 Dawson 5:00 Away

Feb. 23-25 Frost Tournament TBA

March 3 Bruceville-Eddy TBA Away

March 10 Covington 4:00 Home 

March 14 Meridian 4:00 Away 

March 17 Kopperl 4:00 Home

March 21 *Rio Vista 6:00 Away

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Here 

March 28 *Grandview 6:00 Away

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Here

April 4 BYE

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Here

April 10 *Maypearl 6:00 There 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Here

April 21 *Godley 6:00 There

* District Games

Head Softball Coach: Larry Maddox 

Assist. Softball Coach: Gerri Lawyer

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 124

Frost Softball Tournament

Thursday, Feb. 23 3:00 p.m. – Itasca v. Frost

Friday, Feb. 24 1:00 p.m. – Covington v. Itasca 

Saturday, Feb. 25 9:00 p.m. – Avalon v. Itasca

Saturday, Feb. 25 11:00 p.m. – Itasca v. Athens JV 
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Elementary UIL takes 2nd 

Photos by Mrs. Pam Willman & Mowana Staff

Third grade: Brandon Farquhar placed 6th in Writing. Trevor Sellers placed 3rd in Music and 4th 
in Spelling. Chloe Sheffer placed 4th in Writing. The third grade music team placed 4th and the 
Spelling team placed 3rd. Fourth grade: Chelsea Faries received a 1st place ribbon in Spelling, a 
3rd place ribbon in Writing, and a 3rd place ribbon in Number Sense. Kaleigh Lightsey placed 2nd 
in Writing and 4th in Spelling. Amanda Anderson placed 1st in Writing, 2nd in Art, 1st in Number 
Sense and 3rd in Music. Tristan Prescott placed 5th in Number Sense. Emma and Sam Orr tied for 
1st in Music and Emma Orr placed 2nd in Spelling. Nick Arellano placed 4th in music. The Fourth 
Grade Music, Spelling, and Number Sense teams all placed 1st, and the Art team placed 4th. Fifth 
grade: David Corbitt placed 2nd in Oral Reading. Jessica Zint placed 1st in both Writing and 
Number sense, 5th in Dictionary Skills, and 3rd in Spelling. Cole Coleman placed 3rd in Maps, 
Graphs and Charts. Brittany Bourland received a 5th place ribbon for Music. Rebecca Durham 
placed 4th in Writing, Dictionary Skills, and Number Sense. Michelle Ignacz placed 2nd in Number 
Sense. Emilee Nalley received 6th place for Art, as did Wyatt Berry for Listening. Caitlain 
Johnson received 3rd place in Music. In the fifth grade teams Listening received 4th place, Maps, 
Graphs and Charts and Dictionary Skills teams received 3rd place ribbons, Music, Spelling and 
Art teams took 2nd place and the Number Sense team earned a 1st place.

The students this year worked very hard for their accomplishments and their teachers and 
classmates are very proud of them. The students were most appreciative of their teachers and 
coaches who worked with them and Mrs. Lightsey for serving as the Elementary UIL 
Coordinator. 

2nd Grade UIL- pictured top left 1st row (l to r) – Madison Bassett, Chelsea Searcy and Missy 
Barron Top row - Amanda Rodriguez, Harley Germer, Kassandra Gabino and Allena Heath. 

3rd Grade UIL – Pictured top right 1st row (l to r) Megan Terrell, Kristina Villarreal, Peyton 
Corgell and Chloe Sheffer. Top row (l to r) – Bekah Payne, Trevor Sellers, Brandon Farquhar, 
Juan Gonzales and Bryana Flores.

4th Grade UIL – Pictured bottom left - 1st row (l to r) Amanda Anderson, Chelsea Faries and 
Destinie Gutierrez. Middle row (l to r) Kayla Lott, Emma Orr, Nic Arellano and Kaleigh Lightsey. 
Top row – Amber Shelby, Sam Orr, Tristan Prescott and Fisher Hennig.

5th Grade UIL – Pictured bottom right (1st row l to r) – Wyatt Berry, Jordan Sizemore, Ashley 
Spain and David Corbitt. 2nd row - Billeigh Lee Rodgers, Samantha Wills, Becca Durham and 
Michael Macias. 3rd row – Emilee Nalley, Celeste Rodriguez, James Hanes, Coleby Coleman, 
Melanie Paske and Emily Basye. 4th row – Michelle Ignacz, Shaquana Frederick, Dajae Wells, 
Jessica Zint and Belinda Reyes.
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Wampus Cat Baseball/Softball Complex Ready for 2006 Season

Reporter Caleb Mayberry

The relocation and construction of the baseball and softball fields has been underway for several 
months. The complex is located on FM 67 approximately 1¼ miles north of the Special Events 
Center. Although not completely finished it is ready for the 2006 baseball and softball season. 

The complex has four new fields with movable fences that will accommodate a variety of sporting 
events. When completed the complex will also have a concession stand, lighting for night games, 
public restrooms, a parking lot and new stands for the fans.

The land for the Wampus Cat Baseball/Softball Complex was purchased by the district. Much of 
the work has been done by maintenance and school employees.

The building project of the restrooms and lighting for the fields is scheduled for the near future. 
The baseball and softball complex will be available to the public.

2005-2006 Itasca National Honor Society Officers

Serving as the officers for the Itasca chapter of the National Honor Society are (bottom row l to r) 
Vice president Shawna Pratt and Historian Rose Strona. Back row (l to r) President Jordan Lloyd, 
Treasurer Serena Nettles and Secretary Magen Middleton. 

Itasca Police 2005 Yearly Report

Arrests Cases Filed

22 Felony 20 District Attorney

49 Misdemeanor 48 County Attorney 

16 Other Agency 3 Juvenile Court

3 Juvenile 2 Municipal Court

14 Class "C"

Total Calls 1,253

Traffic Citations

3,457 Moving 1,182 Non-Moving 369 Warnings

Class "C" Citations

15 Open Container 6 Theft < $50

12 Public Intoxication 4 Disorderly Conduct

2 Minor in Possession 2 Assault 

1 Fail to Obey Peace Officer 1 Illegal Trash Dumping

15 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

City Ordinance Violations

2 Dog at Large 4 Junk Vehicles

2 No Rabies Vaccination 3 Trash/Nuisance

6 Loud Music
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Help Needed!

Itasca ISD cafeteria is hiring. Please get an application from the cafeteria or the 
superintendent's office. Please no phone calls. EOE

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in the 
community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the area. This 
program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites for meals, or to 
help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag lunches or salads. Games 
and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more information 
you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-5437, 
TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, ktaber@itasca.
k12.tx.us

Itasca Wampus Cat Band 

Barbeque Dinner

February 18, 2006 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Itasca ISD Cafeteria $10.00 per ticket.

BRISKET, SAUSAGE, BEANS, POTATO SALAD

DESERT & ALL THE FIXINS

Pick up your dinner to go or dine-in. We will deliver if you order of 5 or more dinners.

See any band student for ticket sales. All proceeds will go toward the funding of the band trip to 
New York City.

VALENTINE’S DANCE!

Saturday, February 18 at "The Warehouse"

Doors open at 8:00 p.m.

Students (13-under) $5.00

Adults $8.00 per person

Will have concession/food - BYOB

All proceeds go to the Cinco De Mayo Scholarship Fund!

New Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Effective January 30, 2006

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

If you have any questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437

Has Your Child Lost 

His/Her Coat?

There are many coats in the elementary, middle school and high school Lost & Found. One of 
those could belong to your child. Please check with the campus secretary.

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com - (972) 872-0761

House for Rent in Itasca

One-bedroom house - Call 687-2709

House for Sale - 304 E. Wilkerson St.

3 bedrooms – 1 bath - Will negotiate price 

20' x 30' out building w/ solid slab can be used for garage or workshop - 254-687-
2976 or 254-582-5057

Mesa Rica Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main Street - (254) 687-9915

Tues.-Fri. 8a.m.-2 p.m. & 5 -9 p.m.

Saturday Open All Day 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

Lunch Specials Available 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

$3.99 for Students & School Employees

Did you miss out on 

Girl Scout Cookies?

We have them!

Call Donita @ 687-2075 or 

Felicia @ 687-9131

Found 

One set of Keys at the Chamber of Commerce Banquet. The key and remote entry is 
for a Ford on a Lloyd Ford key ring. To claim the keys contact Bob Wilson at 
HILCO 687-2331 ext. 2210.

Page 9 February 17, 2006 Paw Print Press

Do You Remember When . . . ? Rain Barrels & Lye 
Soap 

Columnist Carl Sweeney

With all our modern conveniences, our fast pace and instant gratification, most of us tend to 
forget how things were back then. We might not have had as much as we have today, but one thing 
is for sure, we had more time to enjoy it.

Thinking back, do you remember when: The only shampoo or wash soap was the lye soap we 
made ourselves, from cooking grease or lard. The iron wash pot was used to make it in. Also used 
in the making were lye, ammonia and borax. To make a liquid soap we cut the lye soap up into 
shavings and mixed with water. We had no conditioners, anti tangle stuff, or any of the hair aids 
we have today.

We used a special water to wash our hair. People had rain barrels under the eve of the house and 
this caught the rainwater. It was very soft and contained no chemicals. When our hair was washed 



with the soft water and lye soap, it became "squeaky clean." You could run your hands over your 
hair and hear it squeak. The lye in the soap also prevented our having lice or other head vermin. 

Getting back to the soft rainwater. It was excellent for cooking beans, after we strained it to get 
the wiggle tails out. If hard water was used to cook beans, they rattled when they hit the plate. 

Thinking of the soap we used back then reminds me of the toothpaste that we also did not have. 
There were no whiteners, brighteners, fluoride, or little blue or green flecks, in what we used. We 
had to make do with soda, salt or a mixture of the two. The first tooth powder I remember came in 
a blue oval can. All it did was clean your teeth, it didn’t entice pretty girls or make you the life of 
the party, like the T.V. ads do today. In fact, we did not know what TV was. 

If we wanted to polish our teeth, we used a small hackberry tree bush and crushed vigorously. 
That is after we put some soot on the brush from the stove lid. I don’t know if this made your teeth 
whiter, or they just looked that way with soot on your gums. 

I guess we could still use those methods of washing our hair, cooking our beans, or cleaning our 
teeth, but when was the last time you saw a rain barrel, a hackberry brush or a stove lid?

For the thousands of people who will want to make lye soap, we have provided the recipe.

Use 2 quarts of melted grease or lard, or scraps of fat meat. Stir in one can, or a cup of lye 
dissolved in one quart of water. This will get hot during the mixing process. Allow to cool until 
luke warm. At once, add one cup of ammonia and two tablespoons of borax dissolved in one-half 
cup of water. Stir for five minutes or until too stiff to handle. Put away to harden. It is best to let it 
set for four weeks. Nearly all soaps are better when they are older. One advantage over 
commercial soap is that the natural glycerin remains in the mixture.

Heritage Book Distribution Dates February 24 - 25

News Release

Copies of The Heritage of Hill County, Texas books will be in Hillsboro for distribution on Friday, 
February 24 and Saturday, February 25 according to Richard Greenhill, treasurer of The Hill 
County Heritage Book Committee. The books will be available for pick up at the Marshall & 
Marshall Building, 200 East Franklin St. from 9 A.M. to 5:00 P. M. on both days. Persons who 
preordered the book should plan to pick up their copies at that time.

Orders for the book should be sent to Hill County Heritage Book Committee, P.O. Box 321, 
Hillsboro, TX 76645. Include a check for $60.00. A $5.00 shipping fee should be added if the book 
is to be mailed rather than picked up in Hillsboro. For information contact: Richard Greenhill, 
254-582-8912. 

February 20-24 IISD Menus

Lunch 

2-20 – Pizza or Ham Wrap, Green Beans, Peaches, Breadstick, Milk

2-21 – Chicken or BBQ Sandwich, Cheesy Potatoes, Let/Tom, Apple, Milk

2-22 – Chili or Crispito, Corn, Fruited Jello, Brownie, Milk

2-23 – Steak Fingers or Pizza, Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli w/Cheese, Roll, Milk

2-24 – Cheeseburgers or Fish Sandwich, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Brownie, Milk

Breakfast 

2-20 – Breakfast Burrito, Toast, Juice, Fruit. Milk

2-21 – Breakfast Stick, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-22 – Peanut Butter Krispies, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-23 – Pumpkin Bread, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-24 – Honey Buns, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk
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Wampus Cats of the Week

"Senior Basketball Players"

Photos from Mrs. Pam Willman & the Mowana Staff

This year I. H. S. will say goodbye to eight very valuable basketball players. The Lady Cats will 
miss (l to r) Brittany DeSpain, Nichole Channon, Danitra Marshall and Cayce Mitchell. 
Graduating from the Wampus Cats are (l to r) Caleb Mayberry, Sean Smith, Ruben Littlejohn 
and Casey Clerihew. These players have contributed much to the program over the past four 
years. 

"Special of the Week"

'06 Taurus SE

Loaded, Power Seat, Only 56 miles

Virtually New! $15, 985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats

Paw Print Press

123 N. College 

Itasca, Texas 76055
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2006 National Honor Society Induction 

Rachel Box 

Rachel, a senior, is the daughter of Kenneth and Frances Box. During her freshman year, Rachel 
was in the band, and a varsity cheerleader. In her sophomore year, she was a varsity cheerleader.

Last year, Rachel was a varsity cheerleader and a member of the National Honor Roll. 

This year she is a member of the Student Council, an All-American Cheerleader and competed 
with the Itasca cheerleading squad at the NCA National Championship competition. Rachel is a 
member of Bethel Temple in Cleburne.

Sheree Burch

 

Sheree, a senior, is the daughter of Phillip and Sharon Burch. During her freshman year, Sheree 
ran cross-country and played basketball and softball. She was a member of the band performing 
in the solo and ensemble teams. She received the Perfect Attendance award for her freshman year. 
She was a Cinco de Mayo dancer, and sang in her church choir. Sheree is an involved member of 
her church.

In her sophomore year, she ran cross-country and played basketball. She was a member of the 
band, and in the band solo and ensemble teams. She was a Cinco de Mayo dancer and sang in her 
church choir.

Last year she was a PAL, a member of the yearbook staff, and in band. She was involved in UIL in 
both Prose and Current Events. Sheree also made the Principal’s List. 

This year she is a PAL, a band member, on the yearbook staff, and in UIL Prose and One-Act 
Play.

Casey Clerihew 

Casey, a senior, is the son of Lorene Clerihew and Randy Clerihew. During his freshman year, 
Casey ran JV cross-country and played freshman basketball.

In his sophomore year, he played varsity basketball, ran cross-country, and was on the tennis 
team.

Last year he was a PAL, a member of the science club and on the Student Council. He also ran 
cross-country, track, played varsity basketball, and was a member of the tennis team.

This year Casey is a member of the science club, and is in UIL Number Sense. He played varsity 
football and is on the varsity basketball team.

Christy Lewis 

Christy, a senior, is the daughter of Ron and Jarie Lewis. During her freshman year, Christy was 
on the A-B Honor Roll. 

In her sophomore year, Christy was a member of the UIL One-Act Play.

In her junior year, Christy joined the Paw Print Press staff, and received the Journalism Award. 
She was in UIL One-Act Play, was a regional qualifier in UIL Journalism, and a member of the 
science club.

This year Christy is a member of the Paw Print Press staff, on the yearbook staff, and is taking 
college and honors classes. She is active in UIL One-Act play, a member of the UIL Journalism 
team and a member of the science club.
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Kyle Neely 

Kyle Neely, a senior, is the son of Michael and Brunella Neely. During his freshman year, Kyle 
played football, was active in FFA, and played in the band. He was involved in UIL One-Act Play 
and Number Sense.

In his sophomore year he played football, was a band member, and a FFA junior advisor. He was 
also in UIL One-Act Play.

In his junior year, Kyle played football and baseball. He continued to be involved in academic UIL 
and FFA and was a member of the science club.

This year he played football, is in academic UIL and the science club. Kyle was voted the Football 
Beau. He is a member of 4H and won Hill County Fair Reserve Champion chickens.

Rachel Anderson 

Rachel, a junior, is the daughter of Randall and Joy Anderson. In her freshman year, Rachel was 
a member of choir, and played on the varsity tennis team that advanced to regional competition. 
She took honors classes and was accepted to the Beta Club Honor Society. Rachel also took part in 
the Academic Rally Science and English contests.

In her sophomore year, she played on the varsity tennis team and advanced to the district 
competition. She continued to take honors classes and was a crewmember for the Advancing UIL 
One-Act Play. She remained active in choir, becoming a member of the district-wide honor choir 
and advancing individually to Region choir.

This year, Rachel is taking honors and college classes and is in UIL LD Debate and Mathematics. 
She plays basketball and is on the tennis team. Rachel has maintained a 4.0 GPA during her high 
school career. She is also actively involved in her church and the youth group.

Autumn Bennett 

Autumn, a junior, is the daughter of Amanda Bennett. During her freshman year, Autumn was a 
member of the FFA and won 5th place with her sheep at the Hill County Fair. She was on the A-B 
Honor Role.

In her sophomore year, she remained on the A-B Honor Role and worked as a volunteer at the 
Itasca Nursing Home.

This year, Autumn is a member of the FFA and placed 3rd with her goat in the Hill County Fair. 
She is a PAL, a member of the science club, in UIL Mathematics and on the A-B Honor Roll. 

Autumn received the Who’s Who Among American High School Students Award, and the 
Editor’s Choice Award for poetry. 

Mark Cummings 

Mark, a junior, is the son of Dan and Lynn Cummings. During his freshman year, Mark was on 
the wrestling team for Vines High School in Plano where he attended.

In his sophomore year, he transferred to Itasca and became a resident of the Presbyterian 
Children’s Home. He received the Perfect Attendance Award.

This year, Mark played on the varsity football team as a linebacker and an offensive tackle, and he 
is a member of the baseball team. 

He is a sports writer on the Paw Print Press staff, and is a WCAT news anchor. He is in UIL 
science, and the 4-H Club. Mark placed 7th with his market hog at the Hill County Fair. He works 
for Cottonwood Creek Ranch.
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Garrett Nettles

Garrett, a junior, is the son of Jerry and Connie Nettles. During his freshman year, Garrett was 
involved in athletics and played on the baseball team.

In his sophomore year, he played varsity baseball. He also volunteered at his church as an 
assistant in its Upward Basketball program.

This year Garrett is a member of the varsity basketball team and baseball team 

Tim Baker

Tim, a sophomore, is the son of Jimmy and Karen Baker. During his freshman year, Tim ran 
cross-country and track. He was in UIL Number Sense and Calculators and on the A-B Honor 
Roll. His digital graphics pages were chosen for programs and posters in the community. He 
received the Outstanding Spanish Student Award and the Most Creative Art Award.

This year he is a member of UIL One-Act Play. He is on the UIL Number Sense and Calculator 
teams and on the A Honor Roll. Tim attends First Baptist Church and is a member of the youth 
band.

Terrey Brumbalow 

Terrey, a sophomore, is the son of Susan Brumbalow and Ricky and Debby Brumbalow. During 
his freshman year, Terrey played football, ran track, and was a member of the power lifting team. 
Terrey was on the A-B Honor Roll.

This year Terrey played football, and is on the power lifting team and baseball team. He is a class 
representative on the Student Council and on the A-B Honor Roll. Terrey is in FFA. He is active 
in the youth group at Central Baptist Church and is a member of the Mission team. 

Ashlee Carranza

Ashlee, a sophomore, is the daughter of Martin and Amy Carranza. During her freshman year, 
Ashlee ran track, played softball, basketball and was a member of the band. She was in the 
Student Council and on the A-B Honor Roll. 

This year Ashlee ran track, plays softball, and is a member of the band. She is on the A-B Honor 
Roll. She is a member of the First United Methodist Church and is an assistant in Children’s 
Sunday School.
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Isai Coronado

Isai, a sophomore, is the son of Leoncio and Elizabeth Coronado. During his freshman year Isai 
was a member of the band and in UIL CX Debate and Persuasive Speaking. He took honors 
courses and received the Outstanding World Geography Student Award and the Spanish I 
Heritage Speaker Award.

This year, Isai ran cross-country, is a member of the band and takes honor courses. Isai is looking 
forward to the band trip to New York City in April. He is in UIL One-Act Play, CX debate, 
Persuasive Speaking, and Number Sense. Isai is a member of Third Day Church and is a member 
of their drama team. 

John Ellis

John, a sophomore, is the son of Kimberly Ellis. During his freshman year, John was a member of 
the UIL Calculators team and on the A-B Honor Roll.

This year, John is on the A-B Honor Roll and the lead member of the UIL Calculator team.

Esteban Gonzalez

Esteban, a sophomore, is the son of Angel and Evelyn Gonzalez. During his freshman year, 
Esteban took honors classes and was on the A-B Honor Roll.

This year, he is in honors classes and is on the A-B Honor Roll.

Jamie Hanes 

Jamie, a sophomore, is the daughter of John and Becky Hanes. During her freshman year, Jamie 
ran track, played basketball, and was a member of the band. She took honors classes and was on 
the A-B Honor roll.

This year, Jamie ran cross-country and track, and is a member of the band. She takes honors 
classes and is on the A-B Honor Roll.
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Tralyn Harden

Tralyn, a sophomore, is the son of Velma Ervin. During his freshman year, Tralyn played JV 
football, varsity basketball and ran track. He went to Regional in the 100-meter relay at Tarleton 
State. Tralyn was on the A-B Honor Roll and received the Mr. Track Award.

This year, Tralyn played varsity football and basketball. In basketball, he received MVP and 1st 
place in the Abbott Tournament and he received All-Tournament at the Granbury Tournament. 
He is taking honors courses and is on the A-B Honor Roll. Tralyn is a member of Bethlehem 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Zac Johnson 

Zac, a sophomore, is the son of Lloyd and Diana Johnson. During his freshman year, Zac played 
football and was on the power lifting team. He was in UIL One-Act Play, Persuasive Speaking and 
Lincoln Douglas Debate where he qualified for Regional. Zac was on the A-B Honor Roll.

This year, Zac played football, is a member of the power lifting team, and throws the shot put in 
track. He is in UIL One-Act-Play, Persuasive Speaking and LD Debate. Zac placed 3rd in LD 
Debate at the Rice Winter Meet. He is on the A-B Honor Roll. Zac is an active member of Grace 
Baptist Church where he is president of the youth group.

 Nicole Kelley

Nicole, a sophomore, is the daughter of Brian and Missy Kelley. Last year Nicole ran cross-
country, played JV basketball and was a varsity cheerleader. She was a Student Council 
Representative and a member of the band. She received the Perfect attendance Award.

This year Nicole ran cross-country, plays softball, is a varsity cheerleader and is a member of the 
band. She is participating in UIL Ready Writing and Literary Criticism. Nicole is actively 
involved at Central Baptist Church and is a member of the Mission Team.

Jacob Key

Jake, a sophomore, is the son of Michael and Renetta Key. Last year Jake played football and pole 
vaulted in track. Jake took honors classes and was on the A Honor Roll. He was in UIL CX Debate 
and Calculators. He received Commended Performance on the TAKS.

This year Jake played football and takes honors classes. He is in UIL One-Act Play, CX Debate 
and Calculators. Jake is a member of Central Baptist Church and is actively involved in the youth 
group and youth band.
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Lindsey Laird 

Lindsey, a sophomore, is the daughter of John and Christi Laird. During her freshman year, she 
played softball and was the varsity softball starting catcher. She was on the A-B Honor Roll and a 
member of the band where she was chosen the best 9th Grade Marcher. 

This year Lindsey is a member of the band and was chosen best 10th Grade Marcher. She plays 
varsity softball where she is the starting catcher. This is Lindsey’s 9th year playing softball. She is 
in UIL Literary Criticism and Ready Writing. She was on the first semester A-B Honor Roll. She 
is a member of the United Methodist Church, where she is a Sunday School teacher.

Cecily Neal 

Cecily, a sophomore, is the daughter of Patrick and Belva Neal. During her freshman year, Cecily 
was in Theater Arts and in Desktop Publishing where several of her projects were chosen to be 
featured in programs and posters in Itasca. She was on the A-B Honor Roll and was actively 
involved in volunteer work in the community

This year Cecily is a member of the UIL Prose team and on the A Honor Roll. She is in Theater 
Arts and Desktop Publishing where she continues to create designs for various programs. She was 
a volunteer for Hurricane Katrina relief. 

Cecily attends and is active at Itasca Presbyterian Church where she is a choir member. She was 
also a member of the Itasca Community Choir and sang in the Christmas Cantata. 

Kristin Rivera 

Kristin, a sophomore, is the daughter of Chris and Sue Rivera. During her freshman year, Kristin 
ran track, played basketball and was a member of the band. She received the 9th Grade Best 
Marcher Award. Kristin was on the A-B Honor Roll.

This year Kristin is a member of cross-country, runs track and is a member of the band. She is on 
the A-B Honor Roll. 

Katie Rodgers 

Katie, a sophomore, is the daughter of Paul and Helen Covey. During her freshman year, she ran 
in cross-country and track, played basketball and was a member of the band. She was in UIL 
Informative Speaking. Katie was president of the Itasca 4-H and vice-president of the Hill County 
4-H chapter. She won second and third place in the State 4-H Photography Competition. Katie 
also received the "I Dare You" Award and the IHS Perfect Attendance Award.

This year Katie is a member of the varsity cheerleaders and the marching band. She ran cross 
country and plays basketball. Katie is in UIL Informative Speaking. She is the president of both 
the local Itasca 4-H chapter and the Hill County 4-H chapter. In addition, Katie is also the district 
4-H recreation leader. She received the 4-H Gold Star Award and the Who’s Who in American 
High Schools Award.
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Clayton Wienecke

Clayton, a sophomore, is the son of Gary and Sherry Wienecke. Last year Clayton played football, 
basketball and baseball, and was a member of the band. He was in UIL Calculators, CX Debate 
and Number Sense and took honors courses. 

This year Clayton played football, basketball, and baseball and is a member of the band. He is in 
UIL Science and takes honor courses. He is a member of Central Baptist Church and is in the 
Praise and Worship band, on the Missions team, and active in the youth group. Clayton was one of 
the leaders at the "Saw You at the Pole" worship rally.

Nick Worth

Nick, a sophomore, is the son of Ruben and Valya Mata. During his freshman year, he played JV 
football, was on the power lifting team, ran track, and was the pole vault district champion. He 
was honored as a "Top 10" athlete at Itasca High School. Nick was in UIL CX Debate, Number 
Sense and Calculators. Nick received awards for Outstanding Student in English, IPC, Art, and 
Honors Algebra II. Nick was the only freshman to be on the A Honor Roll for the entire year.

This year, Nick played football, is on the power lifting team, and runs track. He is involved in UIL 
One-Act Play, CX Debate, Number Sense and Calculators. Nick takes honors courses and is on the 
A Honor Roll.

Welcoming the twenty-six new members are (1st row l to r) Jordon Lloyd, Ashley Johnson, Krista 
Billingsley, Chelsea Henderson, Gabrielle Rivera, Amanda Upchurch and Rosemary Flores. 2nd 
row (l to r) Caleb Mayberry, Lakishia Mayberry, Magen Middleton, Rose Strona, Shawna Pratt, 
Karla Ochoa and Candice Kowalski. 3rd row (l to r) Markeisha Mayberry, Danitra Marshall, 
Brittany DeSpain, Chris Taylor, Javier Medina, Joanna Diaz, Ashley Swilley, Alecia Evans, 
Stephanie Campbell and Serena Nettles. 

Itasca Wampus Cat Band

Barbeque Dinner 
February 18, 2006 

11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Itasca ISD Cafeteria 

$10.00 per ticket.

BRISKET, SAUSAGE, BEANS, POTATO SALAD

DESSERT & ALL THE FIXIN'S

Pick up your dinner to go or dine-in. We will deliver if you order of 5 or more 
dinners.

See any band student for ticket sales. All proceeds will go toward the funding of the 
band trip to New York City.

Make Plans to Attend the Wampus Cat Band's

Public Appreciation Concert

Special Events Center

Saturday, February 25

7:00 p.m.

The students will attend Band Day from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. with guest directors. They will 
spend the day learning a new program to perform at the evening's concert. Admission to the 
concert is free and everyone is invited. The band will take donations to help fund their trip to New 
York where they will perform in Carnegie Hall. 

Bake Sale 

Special Events Center

Saturday, February 25


