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Depot Project Enters Final Phase with 
Groundbreaking 

On hand were (left to right) Jim Cagle, Lee Evans, James Spanelli, Marquita Lloyd, Judie 
McClure, Representative Jim Pitts, Kirk Krause, Bob Wilson, Lois Girault, Betty Sumner, Ollie 
Baker and Nancy Bowman.

 

Work recently began on the Itasca Depot Visitors’ Heritage Education Center in Itasca, Texas. 
Present for the ground breaking ceremony were community leaders and guests including 
Representative Jim Pitts, who supported the district in securing project funding, members of the 
Itasca Historical Society, Revitalization Committee, Itasca School Board, and Chamber of 
Commerce. Continued on page 3

Mayberry named to 

Academic All-State Team

Reporter Brittany DeSpain 

Caleb Mayberry was recently named to the 2nd Team Academic All-State Football Team. 
Mayberry, a senior at Itasca High School, has played football all four years of high school. He 
came back from an ankle injury during the 2004 season to lead the Wampus Cats as a Captain for 
the 2005 team. 

Mayberry is in the top five students of his graduating class. He is also a leader on the basketball 
court, baseball field, and in track. 

Chamber Presents Lifetime, Friend, Service, Youth 
Awards 

Receiving awards (l to r) Betty Sumner, Brittany DeSpain, Janie Baker, Jordan Lloyd, Matt 
Fehnel, Chris Taylor and Art Mann.

The Chamber of Commerce implemented the "Life Time Achievement Award" this year, for 
citizens who have served Itasca over a long period. The first two recipients of the award, Janie 
Baker and Betty Sumner, had their names engraved on a large plaque that will hang in the 
Chamber of Commerce Meeting Room. They also received a small memento of this achievement. 
Continued on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

February 4, 2006 9:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Baptist Church

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Notice 

For 75 years, Itasca has had an FFA Chapter. The Itasca FFA Chapter was established in 
November, 1930. If you or anyone you know has a story you would like to share about your 
involvement in the Itasca FFA, please e-mail it to lmynarcik@itasca.k12.tx.us

Paw Print Press Subscription

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 N 
College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

January Police Report

1-1 – Suspicious vehicle – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

1-1 – Assisted DPS – Two-vehicle accident – I-35-W northbound mm 11

1-1 – Two confidential reports concerning a child

1-1 – Domestic concern – 300 blk. E. Henderson St.

1-2 – Domestic disturbance – 400 blk. S. Hill St.

1-2 – Welfare concern – 600 blk. S. Files St.

County

1-3 – Domestic problem – 300 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

1-3 – Animal complaint (barking dog) – 500 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

1-3 – Domestic disturbance – 100 blk. Circle Dr.

1-3 – Report of possible juvenile runaway

1-4 - Domestic disturbance – 300 blk. S. Hill St.

1-5 – Attempted suicide – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

1-5 – 911 hang up calls – 1200 Blk. E. Main St.

1-6 – Animal complaint (dog barking) – 300 blk. Wesley St. 

1-6 – Welfare concern – I-35-W southbound mm 12

1-6 – Assisted motorist – I-35-W @ S. Files St.

1-6 – Animal complaint (sick possum) – 500 blk. S. Aquilla 

1-7 – Loud music complaint – 400 blk. N. Hill St.

1-7 – Stranded motorist report – I-35-W southbound mm 6

1-7 – Animal complaint (trapped dog) 100 blk. E. Martin St

1-7 – Criminal trespass complaint – 1200 blk. S. Files St.

1-7 – Domestic disturbance – 300 blk. S. Aquilla St.

1-7 – Reckless driver – I-35-W northbound mm8

1-8 – Arrested driver – motorcycle 120mph in 70 mph zone I-35-W southbound mm 6½

1-8 – Minor accident – E. Monroe St. @ N. Files St.

1-8 – Animal complaint (loose dogs) 300 blk. E. Adams

1-8 – Assisted motorist – I-35-W southbound mm 8

1-8 – Arrest for Terroristic threat – 400 blk. N. Hill St.

1-9 – Abandoned vehicle – K-Lane @ Mill St.

1-9 – Criminal trespass complaint filed – 1200 blk. S. Files

1-9 – Suspicious activity – 300 blk. N. Wesley St.

1-9 – Suspicious vehicle – 400 blk. K Lane

1-10 – Report of possible drunk driver – 1200 blk. W. Main 

1-10 – Served evidentiary search warrant – arrest made for burglary of a habitation – 100 blk. S. 
Weaver St. 

1-12 – Car fire – I-35-W southbound mm 5

1-12 – Road hazard report – 100 blk. N. College St.

1-12 – Animal complaint (loose dogs) 100 blk. Circle Drive

1-13 – Loud music complaint – 400 blk. N. Hill St.

1-13 – Animal complaint (dog acting crazy) – 200 blk. N. Wesley St.

1-13 – One vehicle accident – I-35-W northbound mm 7

1-15 – Theft report – 600 blk. E. Adams St.

1-15 – Arrest for no drivers license – I-35-W mm 7

1-16 – Extra patrol requested – 300 blk. E. South St

1-16 – Arrest made for unlawfully carrying weapon & Possession of a controlled substance – I-35-
W mm 11
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Chamber Awards

Continued from page 1.

The first award went to Janie Baker who was born in West Texas and raised in Dallas and 
Amarillo. In 1949, she married Ollie Baker of Itasca and they raised six children.

Mrs. Baker taught Sunday School, served on the church Session and played the organ at the Itasca 
Presbyterian Church for many years. She volunteered to teach a local Head Start Kindergarten 
program, played the piano for students who participated in UIL Solo and Ensemble competition, 
was active in the Itasca PTA and Meals on Wheels. She has been active in the Itasca Garden Club, 
on the Itasca Revitalization Committee, secretary of the Itasca Chamber of Commerce and one of 
the driving forces behind the revitalization of Itasca after the fire of 1998. 

The second award went to Ms. Betty Sumner who was born and raised in Itasca, and has lived 
here most of her life. 

Ms. Sumner served on the City Council, the Chamber of Commerce, and was instrumental in 
organizing the Board of Revitalization. She taught school for 45 years, 31 of those in Itasca. She is 
a life-long member of the Presbyterian Church. She has served as a Sunday School teacher, Youth 
Advisor, Elder, leader of Vacation Bible School, Circle Chairman, Bible Study Leader in the 
Women’s Organization, directed the choir and has directed the Community Christmas Cantata 
Choir for several years. Ms. Sumner has represented her church in the Ministerial Alliance and 
delivers Meals on Wheels once a month.

She has received many awards including ones from the Chamber of Commerce, the Fire 
Department, the Itasca High Student Council, the Optimist Club, the School Board, the 
Presbyterian Women, Cinco de Mayo, the Ex-Student Association and Governor George W. Bush.

Arthur Mann received a "Friend of Itasca" award. The Chamber presents this award to a person 
that does not live in Itasca but has contributed to the community and her citizens. 

Mr. Mann was born in Hillsboro attended grade school in Malone and graduated from Hubbard 
High School. 

Mann is a founding member of the Hill County "Go Texan" Committee. The "Go Texan" 
Committee has provided over $130,000.00 in scholarships to area youth in Hill County through 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. He serves on the Hill County Ag Youth Board that was 
created to raise funds for the Hill County Fair facilities. 

Mann has organized Hill County Day in Austin for many years. He plans the day and makes 
appointments with our Hill County Legislators and heads of State Agencies in order that citizens 
of Hill County may discuss issues important to our county. He has arranged receptions or 
luncheons with notable politicians such as the late Bob Bullock, former Speaker Pete Laney and 
many others.

Continued on page 7.

Museum Groundbreaking

Continued from page 1

Directing the ceremony was Itasca High U.S. History and Government Teacher Mrs. Judie 
McClure, who is overseeing the project 

In 2002, the Itasca School District received an enhancement grant from the Texas Department of 
Transportation for $1,722,698 to completely renovate the interior and exterior of the depot as well 
as funds to build a new restroom facility and additional buildings for the antique fire truck and 
Itasca Item printing presses. 

Itasca school employees have been working on site demolition in preparation for construction and 
to help meet the 25% match for the grant. In early fall all TXDOT reviews were completed and 
Joe R. Jones Construction was chosen in December to complete the construction phase of the 
project. All of the renovation and construction on the project are scheduled to be completed by the 
end of October, 2006.

The Itasca depot is one of only two surviving depots in Hill County and an important landmark to 
the city. The school district and community of Itasca are committed to restoring and preserving 
the 1895 MKT Railroad Depot for use as a living historical classroom, operating museum, 
community meeting place, and research and education center for Itasca and surrounding 
communities.

Clinic Gets New Nurse Practitioner 

Press Release

Baylor Rural Health Clinic would like to introduce our new Family Nurse Practitioner Donna 
Gurica. Donna comes to us from Waxahachie, and will be joining our staff on February 21, 2006. 
She has over 30 years experience as a nurse and 15 years as a Family Nurse Practitioner. Ms. 
Gurica specializes in the care of older adults, but loves to care for all ages. We are blessed to have 
been able to find such a wonderful and experienced nurse practitioner for our community. A 
reception will be scheduled to meet her in early March. 
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Senior Spotlight - Cayce Mitchell

Reporter Magen Middleton

"Fight for what you believe in, because even if you don’t get your point across, they’ll eventually 
get tired of hearing you and give you what you want," is the well-learned advice of eighteen-year-
old Cayce Mitchell. 

Cayce DeAnne Mitchell is the daughter of Lisa and Charles Mitchell and sister of Chase, 
Charlcye, and Daniel.

"My mother is my role model," Cayce Said, "because she always pushes me to be the best and 
she’s helped me grow up a lot. My sister is kind of an inspiration to me because despite everything 
she’s been through, she’s still working hard to make something of herself."

If you think that teenagers are lazy with too much time on their hands, then you haven’t met 
Cayce. She is a co-captain on the national qualifying cheerleading squad, treasurer of the senior 
class and the student council, a player on the varsity softball and basketball teams, a member of 
the Science Club and of FFA. In UIL, she is on the LD Debate team and competes in persuasive 
speaking. Cayce works at Leggs, Hanes, Bali, Playtex in the Outlet Mall as seasonal help. 

During any spare time that Cayce gets, she loves fishing, singing out of tune, and dancing as if no 
one is watching. She loves listening to rock music, and watching movies like Apollo 13, The 
Notebook, and St. Elmo’s fire.

"I’m also a fantastic hummer," Cayce said. "My favorite memory was sitting in my tree in the 
front yard of my house in Burleson with Stephen Shields and putting popsicles in the road and 
watching cars drive over them. We thought that was hilarious!" 

Cayce is spontaneous, outgoing and caring but she does have some pet peeves such as are people 
with bad hygiene and people that walk on the left side of the hallway.

Cayce has attended Itasca ISD since seventh grade, and is definitely ready to graduate. 

"I’m ready to leave Itasca and all of the unnecessary drama," Cayce said. "I’m looking forward to 
June when I get my own apartment and start college life. I want to be a lawyer, and be married in 
the next ten years. I will miss my favorite class, athletics, and Mrs. Gordon because she is so loving 
and full of knowledge. As I leave IHS I leave my favorite words for all," "’Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.’" Hebrews 11:1.

 

Senior Spotlight - Josh Pearson

Reporter Magen Middleton

"I like living outside of a small town," eighteen-year-old Josh Pearson said. "I can ride my dirt 
bike wherever I want to ride it."

Joshua Allen Pearson is the son of Allen and Darcy Pearson and brother to Bryan, Hollie, Jeanna, 
and the unknown one, Cameron Offutt. 

"I’ve been going to school here since Pre-K. My favorite memory from elementary school was in 
the fourth grade when we ate worms. In middle school, I loved Coach Dennis’ class. He was my 
favorite teacher until I got into high school, then it changed to Coach Wolfe, but I must say that 
Mrs. Gordon has made a huge difference in my life."

When Josh is not at school, he works in Keene running security cameras or working on his 1992 4-
door Honda Civic.

"One of my favorite memories is when I got my driver’s license," Josh said.

Josh enjoys working on other people’s cars, going to basketball games, and hanging out with his 
girlfriend, Colleen. He likes all types of music especially rock, country, and rap. His favorite movie 
is Biker Boys and he loves to eat pizza rolls.

"I also really like my hair," Josh said, "but because of it my dad calls me Shaggy. The thing that I 
hate the most is people who cut me off on the highway. My best friend is Richard Box because we 
like a lot of the same things and I know I can trust him."

Josh doesn’t like the dress code in high school. He believes that people should be able to wear 
anything that they want. His favorite subject in school is lunch, although he doesn’t like the food 
in the cafeteria. He said, "It smells funny."

Josh is looking forward to graduation and getting a 2005 Yamaha R6. His long-range plans are to 
attend TSTC and own his own mechanics shop.

 

He said underclassmen should remember this advice, "When Mr. Pittman catches you doing 
something wrong, say it was your best friend. I’ll never forget all of the stuff I did in school and 
never got caught."
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Wampus Cats out Claw Wildcats 

Photos by Shawna Pratt

The Wampus Cats traveled to Godley last Friday night, hoping to improve on their already 
awesome record of 5-1. With a win the Cats would eliminate Godley’s playoff hopes. Coming off a 
disappointing loss to Grandview, the Cats wanted to bounce back to stay contenders for the 
district title.

The Cats would change up the starters for the game, adding freshman Mikey Marshall into the 
mix for rebounding purposes. The game would be won in the paint and on the boards. 

The Cats had to keep the Godley Wildcats from rebounding and everything else would fall into 
place. The Wildcats came out scoring, knocking down three pointers to put them up in the first 
quarter. The Cats' defense turned it up a notch to put them back in the game before the half 34-
32. 

In the second half, the Cats held the Wildcats to only seven points in the third quarter. Caleb 
Mayberry and Tralyn Harden both led the way for the Cats' offense in the second half, but it was 
the Cats' defense that slowed down the Wildcats both offensively and defensively. The Cats ran 
away with the game 72-53 for the sixth win in district play.

With three games remaining, Maypearl, Rio Vista, and Keene, the Cats need to continue to win to 
claim the District title. Varsity girls wrapped up their season on Tuesday against Maypearl. 

 

District Record

Wampus Cats 6-1 Lady Cats 0-9

JV Wampus Cats 2-5 JV Lady Cats 4-5

Basketball Schedule

Feb. 10 **Rio Vista Away BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 14 **Keene Home BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

** District game

2006 Baseball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 17 Covington Scrimmage 4:30 Home

Feb. 28 Frost 4:30 Away 

March 3 Axtell (DH) 4:30 Away 

March 7 Frost 4:30 Home 

March 14 Avalon 4:30 Away 

March 17 Hubbard (DH) 2:00 Away 

March 21 Tolar 4:30 Away 

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Home 

March 28 *Grandview 4:30 Away 

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Home 

April 4 Tolar 4:30 Home 

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Home 

April 11 *Maypearl 4:30 Away 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Home 

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

* District Games

Athletic Director: Greg Cranfill

Head Coach: Fred Dakan Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 160

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 10 Hubbard 4:00 Away

Feb. 14 Kopperl 4:00 Away

Feb. 17 Meridian 4:00 Home

Feb. 21 Dawson 5:00 Away

Feb. 23-25 Frost Tournament TBA

March 3 Bruceville-Eddy TBA Away

March 10 Covington 4:00 Home 

March 14 Meridian 4:00 Away 

March 17 Kopperl 4:00 Home

March 21 *Rio Vista 6:00 Away

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Here 

March 28 *Grandview 6:00 Away

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Here

April 4 BYE

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Here

April 10 *Maypearl 6:00 There 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Here

April 21 *Godley 6:00 There

Itasca Wampus Cat Band 

Barbeque Dinner 

February 18, 2006 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Itasca ISD Cafeteria $10.00 per ticket.

BRISKET, SAUSAGE, BEANS, POTATO SALAD

DESSERT & ALL THE FIXIN'S

Pick up your dinner to go or dine-in. We will deliver if you order of 5 or more 
dinners.

See any band student for ticket sales. All proceeds will go toward the funding of the 
band trip to New York City.

Mesa Rica Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main Street

(254) 687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Tues.-Fri. 8a.m.-2p.m. & 5p.m.-9p.m.

Saturday Open All Day 8a.m.-8p.m.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

Lunch Specials Available 11a.m.-2p.m.

$3.99 for Students and School Employees

House for Sale

304 E. Wilkerson St.

3 bedrooms – 1 bath

20' x 30' out building with solid slab

can be used for garage or workshop

Will negotiate price 

254-687-2976 or 254-582-5057

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in the 
community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the area. This 
program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites for meals, or to 
help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag lunches or salads. Games 
and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more information 
you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-5437, 
TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, ktaber@itasca.
k12.tx.us

Itasca Cinco de Mayo - Queen & Duchess

Open to all single girls ages 4 – 12 Duchess & 13 – 18 Queen 

Contestants will raise money for votes. Each penny equals one vote 

The contestant with the most votes (money raised) will be crowned 

All contestants will be presented on stage the day of the celebration 

All contestants will be required to decorate a vehicle for the parade 

Crowning will be held at the dance the night of celebration at 9:30 p.m. 

Winners will be required to be present at all Cinco de Mayo functions 

The Royal Courts first order of business will be the presentation of Scholarships at the Itasca High 
School Awards Ceremony

To Enter Please Submit the Following:

Name__________________________Age_______ Parents 
Name___________________________________

Address __________City_______Zip Code_____Phone# _________Email Address_____________
(optional)

*Please attach a personal summary of Education, Hobbies, Organizations, Etc. Please include a 
photo (will not be returned) along with this form to:

ROYAL COURT

C/O CINCO DE MAYO

P.O. BOX 345

ITASCA, TX 76055

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: FEBRUARY 25, 2006. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 
LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR GLORIA @ 817-648-4667

Stars & Stripes Café

1500 E. Main St. I-35-W Exit 8 Itasca 

Monday- Friday 6:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Saturday 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Daily Lunch Special

Breakfast Special – Available All Day $2.99

2 eggs, 2 sausages or 2 bacons, 2 toast

Expires 2/15/2006 

"Please show the coupon before placing the order"

CB ers can call their orders in on Channel 19

Call-in orders - 254-687-2766

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com

(972) 872-0761

Houses for Rent in Itasca

One-bedroom house - Call 687-2709

Free to a Good Home

4-month-old Australian Shepard

"She's a girl!

She is very playful & good with children

For more information, call Whitney:

817-846-4324 home 817-202-4704 cell 

Antique Alley & 15 Mile Sale

April 21-23, 2006

The April Antique alley and 15 Mile Sale is looking for entertainers. They are looking for "street" 
type entertainers such as jugglers, mimes and maybe clowns. Any age group is welcome. Contact 
Nita Redmon at 817-240-4948. 

Coach Hughes Scholarship Fund 

A scholarship fund has been set up in honor of Itasca High School Coach Brenton Hughes. If you 
would like to donate to this fund in Hughes’s honor, send it to Brenton Hughes Scholarship Fund, 
℅Tresa Rinehart, 123 N. College St., Itasca, TX 76055. All donations are appreciated. 

Angel Food Ministries
First Presbyterian Church

106 Lamar

Itasca, TX 76055

February 2006 Menu

(4) 5 oz. Ribeye Steaks

(4) 4 oz. Bacon-Wrapped Pork Filets

(1) 3 lbs. Breaded Frying Chicken

(6) 5.5 oz. Hot Pocket Subs

(1) 4 lbs. I.Q.F. Chicken Thighs

(1) 8 oz. Fish Nuggets

(1) 10.8 oz. Mushroom Gravy

(1) 28 oz. Pasta Sauce (1) 16 oz. Pasta

(1) 16 oz. Pasta

(1) 16 oz. White Rice

(1) 8 oz. Corn Muffin Mix

(1) 16 oz. Peas & Carrots

(1) 16 oz. Cut Sweet Corn

(1) 24 oz. Tater Tots

(1) 2 lbs. Onions

(1) Dozen Eggs

(1) 28 oz. Pie or Cake

ALL THIS FOR THE LOW COST OF JUST $25.00

**One or more specials available only with the purchase of a regular unit.** 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL #1

(1) 4 lb. Steak Special - $18.00

(4 8-oz T-Bones 

4 8-oz. New York Strips)

 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL #2

(1) 10 lb. I.Q.F.

Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast $18.00

Order Date 

Tuesday, February 7 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the church office

5:00p.m. -6:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall

Thursday, February 9 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the church office 



Cash only, please. 

Distribution Day 

Saturday, February 25, 2006 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. only

Church fellowship hall 9side entrance next to bank)

We can not hold orders for anyone!

You must be at the church at the specified time on distribution day.

Orders are non refundable. Orders not picked up will be donated.
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Seaman Seeking Re-Election as 

Justice of the Peace Pct. #2

Press Release

For the past 17 years, Tanya Seaman has served as Justice of the Peace for Pct. #2 of Hill County. 
Ms. Seaman stated that she moved to Itasca at the age of 24, seeking the closeness of a small 
community. She has 3 children and 2 grandchildren who are Hill County natives. For 24 years she 
has been consistently active in a variety of church and civic functions in the Itasca area. 

The Judge worked as a bookkeeper and court clerk for the City of Itasca in 1987 before being 
recruited by the late Justice of the Peace, Howard C. Coffey to work in his office as his J.P. court 
clerk. 

"Working under the Honorable Judge Coffey gave me the training, experience and knowledge 
that was crucial when I was appointed to fill the position in 1988."

The candidate pointed out that she has current judicial education which consist of training in 
criminal and civil law, juvenile issues, rules of evidence, CDL, landlord-tenant issues, ethics, duties 
of a magistrate, inquests, contracts and trial procedures.

She said, "I have worked hard to upgrade the Itasca Justice of the Peace office with the tight 
operating budget provided by the county and have worked diligently to see that the people of 
Precinct 2 have the same advantages as those who live in the Hill County Courthouse precinct. It 
is my sincere desire to continue my efforts to equalize the funds that are available in Hill County 
and I pledge that when I am reelected, I will continue to stand up for what is just and fair for our 
precinct."

Judge Seaman handled over 1,400 Class "C" criminal cases in the 2005 year. She sat over 
numerous small claims, civil and eviction suits. She works closely with the Hill County Juvenile 
Resource Officer and the Itasca and Covington School Districts mentoring truancy-troubled teens. 
She has 17 years business management experience and has added almost $2 million in revenue to 
the County Treasury during her tenure. 

"I view my oath and responsibilities as a public servant seriously. My record proves that I am fair 
and impartial, honest and consistent in decision-making. I have an impeccable audit record with 
the county, 17 years of trial experience and almost 400 hours of judicial training. I continue to 
welcome and encourage open dialogue with my constituents as I value your opinions and input. I 
have never forgotten that I am working for you. As always, in addition to my office hours, I am 
available at my home during the evening and on the weekends as much as is humanly possible."

"Please help me continue my efforts to improve Pct. 2 by supporting me in the March 7 

Democratic Primary," she said closing. 

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the city of Itasca for making me a part 
of your town for the last two years. I have enjoyed working with each of you at the clinic and being 
part of your lives. I have been working on a doctorate degree for the last year, and the demands of 
school have caused me to re-evaluate my schedule. In order to continue my educational 
requirements, I have had to step down from my position at the clinic. I will continue to be involved 
with the clinic as much as possible, and am very excited about the new nurse practitioner who will 
be working there full time. Once again I would like to thank you for your support as a community 
and I will pray that God will continue to bless your lives. Sincerely, Ailey Runyon

Dear Editor, Baylor Rural Health Clinic would like to thank Ailey Ruyon, Family Nurse 
Practitioner, for her past two years of service. For the past few months, Ailey has been working 
full-time and going to school full-time. Mrs. Ruyon is pursuing her PhD in Christian Leadership 
and realized that there just weren’t enough hours in the day to get everything done. She will 
continue to work at the clinic periodically, but will devote her full time and effort to excelling in 
her studies. We want to wish Ailey the best of luck and know she will study hard to be the very 
best. 

Dear Editor, Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries of Hillsboro, Texas would like to thank the students 
and employees of Itasca I.S.D. for your financial support and/or food donations during the past 
year. Your donations have made it possible for HIM to provide food for needy families in 
Hillsboro and the surrounding communities. 

Again, thank-you for your support and your thoughtfulness.

New Baylor Rural Health Clinic Hours

Effective January 30, 2006

Monday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

If you have any questions call Gracie Faulkner, LVN at 254-687-2437
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Chamber Awards Continued

Continued from page 3.

Mann helps with the publicity for many events throughout the county including the American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life. After the Hill County Courthouse burned, he was instrumental in 
helping to arrange the first Willie Nelson fundraising concert and was responsible for the 
rededication event that included another concert by Willie Nelson. For the actual rededication 
ceremony, he served as master of ceremonies and secured the featured speaker: then Governor 
George Bush. The dedication event was featured in the Texas Monthly magazine about Governor 
Bush’s announcement to run for President of the United States.

Art Mann and his wife Susan have two daughters Peggy -21 and Ada -17. He has worked for the 
Reporter Newspaper since November 1981. 

Matt Fehnel received a "Service to the Chamber Award" for his contributions to Chamber of 
Commerce and for his aid in helping the Chamber fulfill its goal of Promoting Business in Itasca. 
He has served as a director, treasurer, and past president of the Chamber. He and a friend built 
and donated a barbeque pit to the Chamber to be raffled off as a fundraiser in 2005 and helps 
with the annual Barbeque Cook-Off each year. 

Three IHS seniors received "Youth of the Year" awards from the Chamber. Receiving the first 
award was Jordan Lloyd. She is a Varsity Cheerleader, Paw Print Press Reporter, member of the 
National Honor Society and Science Club. Last summer she attended RYLA Camp as a 
representative of the Itasca Rotary Club. Jordan has opened numerous events with her beautiful 
voice singing The Star Spangled Banner including being part of a duo that performed at the 
Veteran's Memorial Dedication in September. Jordan will enter Baylor University in the fall to 
continue her education.

Receiving the second award was Chris Taylor. He was honored for his many hours volunteering in 
the community. Chris is a member of the National Honor Society, PAL program, Varsity Baseball 
Team and the Itasca Marching Band. Last year he attended Boys’ State Leadership Camp. Chris 
works very hard at the Nursing Home as both a job and volunteering in his free time. He is also 
involved in community work through his church, Central Baptist. 

The last "Youth of the Year" award went to Brittany DeSpain. She has only lived in Itasca for two 
years, but in that time has contributed greatly to the school and the community. Brittany is a 
Varsity Cheerleader, Paw Print Press Reporter, member of the National Honor Society and 
Science Club. Last year she also represented the Itasca Rotary Club at RYLA Camp and attended 
Girls’ State Leadership camp. On January 29, Brittany was spotlighted as a Dale Hanson Scholar 
Athletic. She volunteers as a coach for the community Little Dribblers Basketball League and in 
the Little Cheer Camp. She will attend Texas A & M in the fall. 

December 2005

Police Report

Arrests Cases Filed

1 Felony 1 District Court

5 Misdemeanor 5 County Court

1 Other Agency

3 Class "C"

Total Calls 88

Traffic Citations

288 Moving 87 Non-Moving

28 Warnings

Class "C" Citations

1 Open Container

2 Public Intoxication

2 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

1 Assault

1 No Rabies Vaccination

December 2005

Fire Report

Fire Call City County

Structure 3

Grass/Brush 1 14

Haz-Mat 3 1

Motor Vehicle 1 2

Total 5 20

Mutual Aid Given 7

Mutual Aid Received 0

Total Man Hours 84 hrs. 13 mins

6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. – 17

6:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. - 8

Total mileage 368

Total calls for the year 139

Flu Shots 

It's Not Too Late

Press Release

It is not too late to get your flu shot. The flu has not hit our area yet, but it is starting in Dallas and 
will head this way soon. Nurses will be at the bank on Thursdays to give flu shots or you may come 
by the clinic. They are only $20. For more details or information, call 254-687-2437.

Notice of Accepting Bids

Itasca ISD is accepting sealed bids on outdoor fencing and materials. Bids are due by February 14, 
2006. For more information contact Patty at 254-687-2922 ext. 133 - leave a message. Send bids to; 
Patty Miller ℅Itasca ISD, 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX 76055.
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Letter to the Editor

To the Board of Directors and the Citizens of Itasca, I have to admit that on Monday night Bob 
Wilson accomplished something no one else has been able to accomplish. Bob was able to arrange 
for my Mother and the lady I date Janice Edwards to attend the Itasca Banquet, have me present 
a Service Award and have me help him locate all the plaques for the rest of the evening without 
giving away any indication that I would be an award recipient during the evening.

I never expected to be honored along side Dr. Freeman and the Itasca School District by the Board 
of Directors of the Itasca Chamber. So as my name was called I was totally numb as I walked to 
the podium, I was without words as I accepted the award from Barbara Petrash. 

Now that I have had time to reflect on the evening, I need to thank everyone that saw a need to 
show appreciation for the little tasks that I have taken on. I don’t feel worthy of this award but 
will accept with gratitude and a promise that you will only see more of me in the upcoming year. 
Itasca is on the verge of greatness and I have taken this appreciation as a challenge to provide 
greater service to the community. Once again thank you for your appreciation Lance Meinzer

February 13-17 IISD Menus

Lunch 

2-13 – No School

2-14 – Spaghetti or Chicken Sandwich, Tossed Salad, Garlic Toast, Peaches, Milk

2-15 – Chicken Nuggets or Crispito, Mac & Cheese, Green Beans, Roll, Fruit Slush, Milk

2-16 – Salisbury Steak or Chicken Strips, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed Veggies, Bread, Milk

2-17 – Cheeseburgers or Fajitas, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Peanut Butter Bar, Milk

Breakfast 

2-13 – No School 

2-14 – Cinnamon Toast, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-15 – Waffles, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-16 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-17 – Cinnamon Rolls, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

Recent Deaths

Curlee, Mary - Mary Katherine Curlee of Itasca passed away January 9, 2006 at the age of 89. For 
the past 4 years, she had lived in San Antonio, Texas in an assisted living facility close to her 
daughter, Kay Layer. She was known as "Bee Bee" to her granddaughters and great 
grandchildren and will be deeply missed by her family. 

In her younger years, Katherine enjoyed oil painting, arts and crafts, and her church work. 
Katherine was preceded in death by her husband of 56 years, Robert Ever Curlee, a native of 
Itasca also. 

Besides daughter, Kay Layer, she is survived by granddaughter, Sharon and husband, Kenneth 
Ruiz of Fort Lauderdale; granddaughter Wendy and husband, Mike Locus and children, Matt, 
Kelsey, and Mark of Jacksonville, Florida. Other survivors are her dear sister, Willie Mae McDuff 
of Fort Worth; sisters-in-law, Anna Lee Curlee of Austin and Helen Curlee of Itasca; her dear 
friend, Mae Moore of Grand Prairie plus cousins in various locations, as well as nieces and 
nephews. 

Funeral services were held January 13, at the First Baptist Church in Itasca with Reverend 
Vernon Tapp and Reverend Greg Ray officiating. Burial was in the Itasca Cemetery. Memorials 
may be made to the First Baptist Church of Itasca or charity of your choice. 

Hankins, Vashti - Vashti F. Hankins, 86, a retired seamstress, passed away January 15, 2006, at a 
local nursing home. 

Mrs. Hankins was born August 13, 1919, in Maypearl to M.J. Files and Lorena Talton Files. She 
taught watercolor painting at Southwood Methodist Church and was an active senior citizen 
volunteer. She was preceded in death by her husband James Hankins, her parents and one 
brother. Survivors include daughter, Peggy Kelly; sisters, Nellie Rozellon Pulliam and Julia Helen 
McGuire. 

Graveside services were held January 18 at the Itasca Cemetery.

Stinson, Leon B. - Leon Stinson, 95, passed away after a brief illness on December 1, 2005 at his 
home at Treemont Health Care in Houston Texas. 

Leon Berthal Stinson was born on May 11, 1910 in a poor tenant farmer’s house near Osceola in 
Hill County, Texas to Leonard Torrance and Bertha Eva Stinson. Leon attended school at Bois 
d’Arc, Union Valley, Osceola and finished at Itasca High School. He attended John Tarleton 
Agricultural College and Oklahoma A&M College, now Oklahoma State University, to complete 
his degree in engineering. He taught school and was assistant principal at Covington High School. 
He worked for Gulf Oil and Hughes Tool Company. His name is on many patents that greatly 
extended the technology of drilling systems. 

He married Dorothy Bryan on August 15, 1942. She preceded him in death in 1977.

He is survived by his sons, Jim and Mike; his grandson, Kirk, and his wife Karen; and his great-
grandson, Graham. 
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Do You Remember When . . . ? – The Walking Plow

 

Columnist Carl Sweeney

The plow has played a major part in the development of civilization and the welfare of mankind. 

It is thought to have been first used in a crude form in Egypt, some oldest evidence of farming 
with a plow like device has been found in the Nile Valley. The first plow was made from a forked 
tree. One branch served as the beam, the other fork was cut off and pointed, and the back was cut 
off to form the handle. Some Egyptian monuments show plows of this type. Those old primitive 
plows did not turn the soil over; it merely broke open and loosened it.

In late 1700, a one-piece cast-iron plow was made in New Jersey, according to the U.S. patent 
office. It was not very practical because it wore out quickly. The soil stuck to it and it was 
expensive for those times. After that, a cast-iron plow was made whereby the mould board and 
landslide were cast in separate pieces. This plow was not practical or successful either.

In 1855, James Oliver began making plows. His first was called, "The Chilled Plow." The mould 
board was tempered and strengthened. He also developed other devices to improve his plows.

About that time and later the most popular plow turned a twelve inch furrow and ran up to seven 
inches deep. The main part was called the "beam." Sometimes a small wheel in the front could be 
used to adjust the depth of the furrow. Some had a point that could be replaced. The point 
penetrated the soil, a curved mould-board turned the soil upside down, and a vertical landslide 
ran against the un-plowed land. Then they installed a wooden crossbar to brace the plows handles, 
so as to better control it. A small blade called a "coulter" ran above and ahead of the point to open 
the slice. Most plows turned the furrow to the right. The point could be replaced when it was worn 
by changing two bolts. Back then, the new point costs about two dollars and a new plow was about 
twenty dollars.

Some of the brands of plows were Oliver and Sears Roebuck who sold a plow they called the 
"Banner."

When the walking plow was used, the ox, horse or mule on the right side walked in the furrow and 
it made the other one look taller than his mate. The operator tied the lines behind his back with 
one line under his armpit and the other over his shoulder. He could keep both hands on the 
handles and guide the team by twitching his shoulders.

When I first started plowing my father told me two things; never lean over the handles because if 
you hit a rock or a root it could throw the plow upward and the first place it struck was under 
your chin. Also, never drop the plow on its point.

Usually, two acres could be plowed in a day. Then a day was from "can to cain’t." That is from 
when you can see in the morning until you cain’t see at evening.

In 1837 John Deere, a blacksmith, began making a plow that would make all of the others 
obsolete. John’s friend, Lewis Crandall said, "Build me a plow that will scour, something the 
heavy soil will not stick to."

One day, John was called to the sawmill to repair a broken shaft. He saw the sun reflecting on one 
of the saws, and the idea for a steel plow came to him. He reasoned that the soil would not stick to 
the steel like it did to cast-iron. He then began work perfecting his plow. He was a person who 
wanted perfection in anything he did. One day he tested his plow along with some skeptics as well 
as some well wishers. After that day, little did John Deere realize that his name would be 
international and on many agricultural implements. To this day the name is synonymous with 
quality. He set standards with his products the world over.

He once said, "I will not put my name on a product that does not have my best effort into it."

At one time, there were eleven factories turning out John Deere Products. There are thousands of 
dealers selling and servicing John Deere implements, tractors, etc.

The demise of the old walking plow came with the advent of steam tractors and later gasoline 
tractors, rubber tires, air conditioning, radios and tape decks. Even some that can now be remote-
controlled.

The old plow can now be seen in collections, yards, and antique shops. It served us well in its time. 

Elementary Collecting Box Tops for Education®

The elementary is currently holding a contest for Box Tops for Education®. The room that 
collects the most will receive a prize. Please clip the coupons from General Mills® products and 
send them to the elementary. The contest ends on February 17, but they will still take the coupons 
after that date.
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Wampus Cats of the Week 

"The 6th Man"

The Itasca Wampus Cat football and basketball fans are very loyal. They pack Patton Field and 
the Special Events Center when the Cats play at home and they follow their team to away games 
to provide that much needed energy for the players. 

This year the class of '08' has a special mission. The mission is to cheer on sophomore classmates 
Tralyn Harden and Clayton Wienecke. 

 

"Special of the Week"

'06 Taurus SE

Loaded, Power Seat, Only 56 miles

Virtually New! $15, 985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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