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Meinzer, Freeman Honored as "Citizens of the Year" 

Lance Meinzer, Citizens State Bank Vice President and Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Itasca ISD 
Superintendent was honored with Chamber of Commerce "Citizen of the Year" awards at the 21st 
Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet on January 30, 2006.

Meinzer moved to Itasca in 2003 when First State Bank sent him to serve as the branch manager 
of their Itasca location. He wasted little time becoming involved in the community. When the bank 
changed hands, Itasca was fortunate that this man stayed on as the branch manager of Citizens 
State Bank. 

Meinzer is president of the Rotary Club, incoming president of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
past treasurer of the Chamber. He helps with the youth Ag association, Community and Friends 
of Itasca. He was very active in the Labor Day Bull-Riding event, which was sponsored by the 
Rotary Club to raise funds for the Itasca Wampus Cat Band.

Freeman has served as the Itasca ISD Superintendent for 10 years. He has led the school district 
from one that was struggling with the TAAS Test to one that has had recognized and exemplary 
campus and district ratings. 

During his years at Itasca the number of students in the district has increased by over two 
hundred, but test scores have continued to rise, UIL Academics has grown and produced 
numerous Regional and State competitors and Itasca ISD has become a leader and innovator in 
the use of technology in the classroom. 

Continued on page 3. 

Cub Scouts Prepare to 

Cross Over

Former Scout Leader Steve Sawyer instructs Cub Scouts David Corbitt, Carter Reid, Wyatt 
Berry, Tyler Odom, Daniel Odem, Justin Bonds, and JC Faulkner in the "chuck box. Looking on 
are parents Alan Corbitt and Jim Faulkner.

The Itasca Club Scout Pack #366 Webelos II are preparing to cross over into Boy Scouts in 
February. The final requirement was to camp with a Boy Scout Troop.

They attended the Freeze-O-Ree January 27- 29 at Camp Jim Braley with the other Boy Scout 
Troops from the Three Rivers and Comanche Districts. The boys worked hard to learn new 
camping skills and perfecting others. 

Steve Sawyer, a seasoned Boy Scout leader, helped the boys with the "chuck box" and the Boy 
Scout way of camping. Seven of the scouts will earn the Arrow of Light award, which is the 
highest Club Scout Award after the campout.

Neely Takes Chickens

Reserve Champion Banner

Itasca Senior Kyle Neely’s chickens received the Reserve Champion banner at the Hill County 
Fair in January. 

This was the third year for Neely to show chickens. He has made the sale every year, but the 
Reserve Champion banner was a pleasant surprise.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

February 4, 2006 9:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Baptist Church

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Notice 

For 75 years, Itasca has had an FFA Chapter. The Itasca FFA Chapter was established in 
November, 1930. If you or anyone you know has a story you would like to share about your 
involvement in the Itasca FFA, please e-mail it to lmynarcik@itasca.k12.tx.us

Paw Print Press Subscription

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 N 
College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

Notice of Accepting Bids

Itasca ISD is accepting sealed bids on outdoor fencing and materials. Bids are due by February 14, 
2006. For more information contact Patty at 254-687-2922 ext. 133 - leave a message. Send bids to; 
Patty Miller ℅Itasca ISD, 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX 76055. 

Hill County Genealogical Society Meeting

Press Release

Christina Stotka, Deputy Director of the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum in Waco, will 
be the guest speaker at the Hill County Genealogical Society meeting on Monday, February 6. 
Bring your questions on Texas Ranger research. Ms. Stotka will talk about the Museum and its 
exhibits and how to research ancestors who were Texas Rangers. It should be an interesting and 
informative program.

The group will meet at the Hill County Courthouse Meeting Room, 126 Covington Street, in 
Hillsboro at 6:30 P.M. The public is invited. 

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in the 
community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the area. This 
program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites for meals, or to 
help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag lunches or salads. Games 
and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more information 
you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-5437, 
TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, ktaber@itasca.
k12.tx.us

Itasca Wampus Cat Band 

Barbeque Dinner

February 18, 2006 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Itasca ISD Cafeteria $10.00 per ticket.

BRISKET, SAUSAGE, BEANS, POTATO SALAD

DESSERT & ALL THE FIXIN'S

Pick up your dinner to go or dine-in. We will deliver if you order of 5 or more dinners.

See any band student for ticket sales. All proceeds will go toward the funding of the band trip to 
New York City.
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Chamber of Commerce Service Awards

The Chamber presented two "Service to the Community" awards at the Monday night banquet. 

The first award went to honor the Itasca Veterans Memorial Committee. Committee members 
Dave Heald, James Sumner, Clay Dean Hamilton, Elaine Heald, Mary Freeland and Grover 
Kemp volunteered to oversee the project. They raised many thousands of dollars, gathered pages 
of information, coordinated construction with the city and ordered materials for the project. 

Their hard work gave Itasca a beautiful Veterans memorial in downtown Itasca. The work will 
continue on the project for many years, as more names will need to be added in the future.

The second award went to the Itasca ISD School Board Trustees, both past and present, for their 
hard work and dedication to providing an excellent school system for our children. 

Their fortitude and commitment to service has keep them serving the community with no pay, and 
often, very little recognition. They are unpaid elected officials that are usually the first to hear 
complaints and the last to hear compliments. They serve, what many of us consider the most 
important part of our community, our children, the future. 

Under their care, the school district has grown to be one that focuses on educating Itasca's youth 
so that they can compete with students that come from larger and richer districts. Itasca ISD 
graduates are superior to many in the area of college studies and technology. 

Citizens of the Year

Continued from page 1

Under Freeman's watch the district has expanded with the building of the Special Events Center, 
Wilson Education and Technology Center, the Middle School, new track and baseball field, many 
of which were built with grant moneys.

Freeman has shown himself to be a man who has great vision concerning the education of young 
people and is able to ignite those passions in others.

Flu Shots – It's Not Too Late

It is not too late to get your flu shot. The flu has not hit our area yet, but it is starting in Dallas and 
will head this way soon. Nurses will be at the bank on Thursdays to give flu shots or you may come 
by the clinic. They are only $20. For more details or information, call 254-687-2437.

Mesa Rica Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main Street

(254) 687-9915

Owned & Operated by Arturo & Rosa Loredo

Tuesday-Friday 8a.m.-2p.m. & 5p.m.-9p.m.

Saturday Open All Day 8a.m.-8p.m.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

Lunch Specials Available 11a.m.-2p.m.

$3.99 for Students and School Employees

House for Sale - 304 E. Wilkerson St.

3 bedrooms – 1 bath

20' x 30' out building with solid slab

can be used for garage or workshop

Will negotiate price 

254-687-2976 or 254-582-5057
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Senior Spotlight – Sheree Burch

 

Reporter Magen Middleton

If there were an award for being the friendliest person in Itasca High, seventeen-year-old Sheree 
Lynn Burch would definitely be the one to receive it. 

"That is my favorite thing about myself," Sheree said. "I’m always smiling and doing my best to 
be nice to people, even when I’m angry. I think it is a gift from God. I’m friends with everybody. I 
can make anybody laugh. I can make people feel better and feel good about themselves."

Sheree is the daughter of Phillip "Big Phil" and Sharon "Coralee" Burch. She has one brother, 
Phillip, 20, and one niece ArMahni, 1½. Sheree’s family and friends are very important to her.

"I want to thank my family for always supporting me. They always told me, I could do whatever I 
set my mind to. No one can ever replace them."

Sheree is extremely involved with school. She has played in the band since 6th grade, played JV 
basketball for two years and is a second year member of the PAL program. This year Sheree is 
one of the "stars" in the One Act Play. She is playing the witch. She is a member of the Prose UIL 
team, Co-Editor on the Yearbook staff, and will be inducted into the National Honors Society next 
week.

"I am a member of Bethlehem Baptist Church," Sheree said. "I love church and without it I don’t 
know where I would be. My pastor is my role model because he’s been a huge influence on me as 
well as others in the community."

Sheree has attended Itasca ISD her whole life and is part of the real ’06, the ones who started at 
Itasca in 1993. 

"I have so many great memories. I will always remember Skater Dude, Funky Blonde Hair 
Running Dude, Kip, and Buzzard, but my funniest memory would have to be in elementary 
school. They were building the library and there was a big hole filled with water in the ground. 
Magen and I were swinging on the swings, minding our own business when Nicole and Seslee 
decided that they would push us in the water. Magen got out, but I was stuck in the puddle and 
Mrs. Stroud had to get me out. Magen and I were sent home. I will never forget that."

Teachers have played a big part in Sheree’s life, from saving her from drowning in elementary to 
teaching her psychology in high school.

"I don’t have a favorite teacher," Sheree said, "because in someway they have all impacted my 
life. For example, Mrs. Cavazos in elementary, even after all of the biting and kicking I did, she is 
still teaching here. That taught me to never to be a quitter. By the way, I would like to apologize to 
her for that. I was young and immature."

Most students are ready to graduate, but Sheree thinks that time is moving a little bit too fast. 

"Before I go off to college to become a second grade teacher and a counselor, I’m looking forward 
to acting in the One Act Play. It is a comedy and I love to laugh. I am also excited about the band 
trip to Carnegie Hall. Mostly I hope to make my parents proud of me and be the best 2006 
graduate that I can be."

"My advice to underclassmen is to always follow your dreams and don’t care what people say 
about you, because we are all beautiful people in God’s and my eyes."

High School 1st Semester - "A" Honor Roll

9th Grade - Maria Worth

10th Grade - Tim Baker, Clayton Wienecke, Nick Worth

11th Grade - Rachel Anderson, Johanna Diaz, Candice Kowalski

12th Grade - Rachel Box, Brittany De Spain, Caleb Mayberry, Serena Nettles, Shawna Pratt

1st Semester "AB" Honor Roll

9th Grade - Pilar Baskett, Jennifer Bustin, Larry Dominguez, Sarah Evans, Adam Handy, Courtney 
Heath, Susie May, Zech O’Rarden, Caurthey Phillips, Vidi Reyes, Chelsea Rodriguez, Adrian Solis, 
Victoria Trejo, Kendra Webb

10th Grade - Alejandra Ballesteros, Terrey Brumbalow, Ashlee Carranza, Eun Bin Chang, Esteban 
Gonzalez, Jamie Hanes, Zach Johnson, Nicole Kelley, Jake Key, Lauryn Laskowski, Cecily Neal, Kristin 
Rivera, Katie Rodgers, Peter Thongvong

11th Grade - Autumn Bennett, Stephanie Campbell, Brittany Christopher, Alecia Evans, Marco Filio, 
Kendale Mayberry, Anita Ponce, Gabby Rivera, Jesus Soto, Amanda Upchurch

12th Grade - Krista Billingsley, Sheree Burch, Luis Castellanos, Casey Clerihew, John Hamilton, Chelsea 
Henderson, Ashley Johnson, Christie Lewis, Jordon Lloyd, Danitra Marshall, Lakishia Mayberry, Magen 
Middleton, LB Mosely, Kyle Neely, Patricia O’Rarden, Alex Ramos, Tatum Rutherford, Rose Strona, Tom 
Vongsurit
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Wampus Cats 1st in District at Midpoint

"These Cats Don’t Skin so Easy"

Reporter Mark Cummings

"Skin the Wampus Cats" was what the sign read when the Wampus Cats took the court last 
Friday night in Keene. Those were was the intentions of the Chargers, but the Cats had other 
plans.

The battle of the undefeated opponents in the 11-2-A district got underway when the Cats came 
out firing, showing the Chargers the meaning of Wampus Cat ball. What the Cats lacked in 
height, they made up for with their shooting and team defense. 

The Wampus Cats showed maturity and poise when junior point guard Kendale Mayberry found 
himself in foul trouble in the first quarter. The team had to play tough defense against the 4-0 
Chargers, but they managed to defend against the Charger’s offense. Tralyn Harden broke down 
the Charger’s defense by scoring 34 points, including the game winning shot to seal the deal with 
the victory in the final 3 seconds. 

The fans that came out to show their support for the Cats were indeed the "6th Man" for the team. 
Their support and great energy helped pushed the Cats back from a 3-point deficit and it was 
greatly appreciated by the players.

Keene may have wanted to "Skin the Cats," but the Cats "Shocked the Chargers" with a 62-59 
win.

The Cats began the second half of district play on Tuesday against cross-town rivals, the 
Grandview Zebras. Grandview was fired up for the game since they believed that Itasca had 
stolen the first match up early in January. 

Senior Caleb Mayberry did an excellent job of leading the attack on the Zebras, but the Cats had 
trouble scoring because of the tight Zebra defense. The Cats suffered their first loss in district, 55-
59. 

They will meet Godley in Godley on Friday. The Cats' "6th Man" has been very important in their 
success, so come out and support your teams. 

District Record

Wampus Cats 5-1 Lady Cats 0-8

JV Wampus Cats 2-4 JV Lady Cats 4-4

Basketball Schedule

Feb. 3 **Godley Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 7 **Maypearl (Sr. Night) Home All teams 4 p.m.

Feb. 10 **Rio Vista Away BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 14 **Keene Home BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

** District game

Jr. High Basketball Schedule

Feb. 2 Maypearl Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

2006 Baseball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 17 Covington Scrimmage 4:30 Home

Feb. 28 Frost 4:30 Away 

March 3 Axtell (DH) 4:30 Away 

March 7 Frost 4:30 Home 

March 14 Avalon 4:30 Away 

March 17 Hubbard (DH) 2:00 Away 

March 21 Tolar 4:30 Away 

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Home 

March 28 *Grandview 4:30 Away 

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Home 

April 4 Tolar 4:30 Home 

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Home 

April 11 *Maypearl 4:30 Away 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Home 

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

* District Games

Athletic Director: Greg Cranfill

Head Coach: Fred Dakan Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 160

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 10 Hubbard 4:00 Away

Feb. 14 Kopperl 4:00 Away

Feb. 17 Meridian 4:00 Home

Feb. 21 Dawson 5:00 Away

Feb. 23-25 Frost Tournament TBA

March 3 Bruceville-Eddy TBA Away

March 10 Covington 4:00 Home 

March 14 Meridian 4:00 Away 

March 17 Kopperl 4:00 Home

March 21 *Rio Vista 6:00 Away

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Here 

March 28 *Grandview 6:00 Away

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Here

April 4 BYE
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Elementary 3rd Six Weeks

"A" Honor Roll

Grade 1- Garrett Arellano, Louis Arellano, Taylor Campbell, Lainey Cavazos, Karla Cruz, 
Donavan Garcia, Robert Kirkpatrick, Jacob Lacy, Darius Lara, Kaleb McGill, Callie Pittman, 
Chandley Sargent, Autum Throckmorton, Rebekah Turner, Cameron Wells, Elizabeth Wood

Grade 2- Fathe Altum, Bryant Barber, Missy Barron, Madison Bassett, Michaelas Caufield, Devin 
Crawford, Cesar Diaz, Devin Donawho, Brandi Fehnel, Kassandra Gabino, Harley Germer, 
Leticia Gonzales, Jesus Gutierrez, Allena Heath, Bradley Martinez, James Melson, Wesley Neese, 
Lizbeth Ramirez, Armanda Rodriguez, Haley Rodriguez, Amber Jean Schronk, Chelsea Searcy, 
Michael Terrell, Bailey Vaughan, Danelle Whitefield, Crisol Zavala

Grade 3- Skylar Campbell, Peyton Cordell, Brandon Farquhar, Mason Farquhar, Bryanna 
Flores, Hunter Germer, Juan Gonzalez, Rebecca Jordan, Gabriel Macias, Kierra Mayberry, 
Leslee Payne, Beau Ray, Trever Sellers, Megan Terrell, Alexis Whitlock

Grade 4- Amanda Anderson, Chelsae Faries, Kaleigh Lightsey, Emma Orr, Sam Orr, Darrell 
Rasco, Ashlie Rodriguez 

3rd Six Weeks "A-B" Honor Roll

Grade 1- Kierra Clayborn, Jose Delgado, DeeJay Dulaney, Kenneth Fails, Courtnee Gore, 
Augustin Pacheco, Aliegha Rodriguez, Paul Sais, Jacob Schronk, Macey Terrell

Grade 2- Tommy Ashley, Shaun Castro, Trey Cole, Esteban Cruz, Lili DeLaTorre, William East, 
Adrain Flores, Kristina Graham, Tanner Graig, Brenda Hernandez, Andrea Hightower, Tyler 
Kittoe, DJ Kumlachew, Lydon Lain, Keith Mitchell, Abraham Ortega, Rebeca Ortega, Tiffany 
Ramos, Armandre Vega

Grade 3- DaSha Anderson, Macy Arellano, Shaq Ashford, Garrett Bruton, Ashley Carlson, 
Darrion Crawford, Devin Diggs, Khilah Frederick, Shalunte Frederick, Lainie Head, Logan 
Langley, Kristian Mangum, Tre Martinez, Shannon Rodriguez, Emilee Ross, Megan Scoggins, 
Adrian Segura, Chloe Sheffer, Kathie Wilkins, Scott Williams

Grade 4- Cayd Biggs, Destiny Brooks, C.J. Bruton, Nick Castillo, Shelbee Coleman, Brittany 
Cook, NaNa Davis, Jessica Farquhar, Destinie Gutierrez, Fisher Hennig, Reymundo Jimenez, 
Haley Johnston, Joshua Lacy, Kayla Lott, Weston Nettles, Ema Payne, Tristen Prescott, Carter 
Reid, Susie Rodriguez, Amber Shelby, Victoria Silva, Jordan Whitfield

Middle School 3rd Six Weeks

"A" Honor Roll

5th Grade - David Corbitt, Rebecca Durham, Jessica Zint

6th Grade - Breanna DeSpain, Rebecca Maul

7th Grade - BJ Jackson, Keyre Ortiz, Nancy Reyes, Robert Slotvig, Colton Sullins, Philip Thomas

8th Grade - Connally Basket, Devin Corbitt, John Crouch, Ashley Durham, Megan Goff, Marsha 
Guy, Mary Maddox, Eva Mayberry, Katelyn Seaman

3rd Six Weeks "A-B" Honor Roll

5th Grade - Emily Bayse, Wyatt Berry, Brittany Bourland, Coleby Coleman, Christian Cruz, 
Gavin Donawho, James Hanes, Michelle Ignacz, Michael Macias, Megan Odom, Tyler Odom, 
Brittany Reid, Belinda Reyes, Tylor Serbus, Jordon Sizemore, Da’jae Wells

6th Grade - Kenneth Clary, Stephanie Ignacz Hannah Johnson, Darnay Mayberry, Taylor Patton, 
Netty Payne, Reyna Ramirez, Erin Rinehart, Joshua Shelton, Cory Wright, Maria Zuniga

7th Grade - Lavarius Ashford, Rebecca Brown, Chris Carlson, Hali Carranza, Rebecca Cisneros, 
Chan’tira Diggs, Sarah Farquhar, Jasmine Guy, Dillion Losciuto, Christina Manasco, Jack 
Panting, Autumn Pelham, Jose Ramirez, Cody Read

8th Grade - Eddie Coronado, Chauncey Cox, Deanna Davidson, Michael Garcia, Tomas Garcia, 
Desmond Guy, Chris Jenkins, Hunter Laird, Cherri Lloyd, Corey Martinez, Brandy Massey, 
Tevin Mayberry, Meagan Prescott, Cody Reece, Grady Rodriquez, Shelbi Rogers, Chad 
Rutherford, Abigail Saldierna, Cierra Thompson, Vanessa Webb, Justin Zint

Itasca ISD Menus February 6-10

Lunch 

2-6 – Pizza or Chicken Quesadilla, Green Beans, Breadstick, Peaches, Milk

2-7 – Corn Dog or BBQ Sandwich, Spicy Potatoes, Ranch Beans, Pears, Milk

2-8 – Chicken Nuggets or roast Beef Sandwich, Au Gratin Potatoes, Peas, Bread, Milk

2-9 – Tacos or Crispitos, Spanish Rice, Refried Beans, Oranges, Milk

2-10 – Cheeseburgers or Grilled Chicken Sandwich, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Apple Crisp, 
Milk

Breakfast 

2-6 – Breakfast Sticks, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk 

2-7 – Streusel Cake, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-8 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-9 – Muffins, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-10 – Donuts, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Paw Print Press Staff, My father, Leon B. Stinson passed away on December 1, 2005. Dad 
was a long-time subscriber to the Itasca Item before its demise. He was saddened by the closing of 
The Item but really brightened when the Paw Print began to arrive. Thank you for that. Dad 
moved away from Hill County around 1937 when he graduated from Oklahoma A&M College, 
now Oklahoma State University, and took a job with Gulf Oil. However, his heart always stayed in 
the Itasca Area. His mother, father, and brother all continued to live around Osceola and Itasca so 
we visited there quite often.

I’ve enclosed an obituary . . . It notes that Dad graduated from Itasca High School. I’m not certain 
whether he graduated in 1927 or 1928, but he was 17 years old and graduated at a time when high 
school ended at the 11th grade. It is hard for me to believe that he would be celebrating the 80th 
anniversary of his graduation in a year or two! J. Michael Stinson 

(We will run the obit next week).

Thanks to John Ben Shepperd Youth 

Leadership Forum

On behalf of the Juvenile Board of Hill County, let me express the thanks of the Board members 
County Judge Kenneth Davis, County Court at Law Judge A. Lee Harris, and the undersigned, to 
the Hill County Youth Collaboration, Melva Harris, Director, for again working with the 
University of Texas-Permian Basin, to offer and bring back once again to Hill County, the John 
Ben Shepperd Youth Leadership Forum. All but one Hill County high school participated in the 
2006 forum. The Board thanks the schools for making this training available unto certain students 
from each campus. The Board also thanks Hill College for making its fine facilities available to 
our youth, many of whom may elect to enroll in our local college. The Hon. Will F. Lowrance is 
congratulated for making an inspiring talk to the youth, and the various facilitators/faculty did a 
great job in groups. We may never know in our lifetime, the value of this program, how leaders 
were developed here, and hopefully, how many students have elected, or will elect, to make better 
choices than running afoul of the law, and thus having to be enrolled in the juvenile justice system, 
at great cost to society. The Board is always proud of constructive programs for youth, such as the 
John Ben Shepperd Youth Leadership Forum. Sincerely yours, 

F.B. (Bob) McGregor, Jr. District Judge, 

Chairman, Hill County Juvenile Board.

Have High School Coaches Replaced God?

Something very telling occurred the other day. A young man who plays on a high school 
basketball team was told by his parents to come home right after school because he and his family 
were going to be attending a special Wednesday night church service that also included a 
fellowship dinner in a town 50 minutes away. This, by necessity would require him to miss this one 
Wednesday’s basketball practice. A note was written by the father to give to the son’s coach to 
excuse his son from practice, and if the coach had any questions, to feel free to contact the father. 

That Tuesday evening when the son returned home from that night’s basketball game, he was 
quite upset. It seems that the head coach had confronted the son about the note and missing 
practice for church. The coach decided that there would be plenty of time to get to church after 
practice was over at 5:00 PM. (which there was not, this family was helping with the set up for the 
dinner and in the foods preparation, the dinner was at 6:30 PM). The coach was visibly angry with 
the son and told him he did not think he would allow him to play that night. The son normally 
played often throughout the game. The coach, true to his word only put the son in for one play the 
entire game. 

The coach went on to tell the son, if "you miss my practice I’ll put you in off season," you’re off 
the team. 

When one looks at that statement closely, it has far-reaching implications for our families and 
churches. It puts our children in a terrible position, if they choose God and church then they will 
be punished by their coach with either, not being allowed to play, or with punitive physical 
exercises, designed to encourage them to resist their parent’s directions. (Breeding rebellion in our 
children?) This, according to other young men besides their son. This coach’s statement to the son, 
in essence is saying this, "If you choose to follow your father's and mother’s wishes over mine and 
go and worship your God instead of coming to my practice, you are not worthy of me or my 
kingdom" – (his athletic program.) This sounds eerily reminiscent of a passage of Scripture found 
in Matthew 10:35 where it says, "For I am come to set a man at variance against his father…" and 
verse 37: "He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:" 

For those that hold the belief that Jesus is the Son of God, he can say that about Himself, a coach 
cannot. But if we as Christian fathers and mothers sit idly by and allow things like what was 
described above to happen, what does that say about us? How far have we fallen? It is my hope, 
indeed prayer that there are still parents out there who will consider the words of the Old 
Testament prophet Joshua who said: "if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this 
day whom ye will serve;…. but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. Rev. Keith Rice
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November City Council Meeting

The Itasca City Council met in a regular session on November 21, 2005. Mayor Brian Kelley called 
the meeting to order. All council members were present: The Council entered executive session at 
6:05 p.m. and open session reconvened at 6:35 p.m. A motion was passed to give the City 
Administrator the authority to negotiate and settle the suit regarding Robert Wireman vs. City of 
Itasca, Cause No. 42514. 

Motions were passed to accept October minutes and approve payment of bills.

Reports by department heads included the IVFD’s Chili Supper, the new fire engine and a theft at 
the fire station where someone stole a freezer. 

The Council accepted the second reading of an Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) 
of the City of Itasca by rezoning Browder Block 29 Lots 5, 6 and part of 7, from SF-1 (Single 
Family Residential District-1) to MF (Multifamily Residential District). The vote was 4 Ayes, 1 Nay

Allied Waste Service requested a 12% rate increase for sanitation service within the City. The new 
contract includes a 5% franchise fee to the City of Itasca. The motion was approved with a vote of 
4 Ayes, 1 Nay.

Judge Mark Gropp swore in elected council members Susie Davis, Dave Heald and Steve Solis. 
Dave Heald was re-elected as Mayor-Pro-Tem.

The Police Chief presented the Council with facts concerning the Animal Control Ordinance. The 
Council was brought up to date on a child who was seriously hurt by a dog. The Council urged the 
police to actively enforce Itasca’s Dangerous Dog Ordinance.

A motion passed to accept the first reading of an Ordinance Amending the City of Itasca Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 5, Junked Vehicle, Section 1 Definitions, Section 3 Authority to Abate 
Nuisance: Procedures, Section 4 Notice, and Section 5.

The Council passed a motion to amend the City‘s ordinance concerning a Fire Marshall. They 
voted to change the name from Fire Marshall to Fire Inspector and Fire Chief Chris Shuffield was 
asked to take the job of Fire Inspector.

The meeting adjourned the meeting at 7:25 pm.

December City Council Meeting

The Itasca City Council met in a regular session on December 19, 2005. Mayor Brian Kelley called 
the meeting to order. Council members present were Susie Davis, Dave Heald, John Laird and 
Harvey Wilson. Steve Solis was absent.

Motions were passed to accept November minutes and approve payment of the bills.

Reports by department heads included David Bowman’s suggestion that the Council pass an 
ordinance providing a sanitary control easement within 150 feet of each city well and the 
possibility of supplying treated sewer water for a fee to companies that are drilling gas wells in this 
area. After giving the Zoning Committee report. Maurice Williams and Charles Murrah informed 
the Council that they were stepping down from the Zoning Committee effective January 2006. 

The Council accepted the third and final reading of Ordinance #121905 amending the Zoning 
Ordinance (Map) of the City of Itasca by rezoning Browder Block 29 Lots 5, 6 and part of 7, from 
SF-1 (Single Family Residential District-1) to MF (Multifamily Residential District) 

The second reading of an Ordinance Amending the City of Itasca Code of Ordinances Chapter 5, 
Junked Vehicle, Section 1 Definitions, Section 3 Authority to Abate Nuisance: Procedures, Section 
4 Notice, and Section 5 Hearing was approved.

During a discussion about the out of control dumping of trash in and around the dumpsters 
behind City Hall, it was decided that the City’s dumpster would be moved to the Rangaire 
Building at the Mill Block and locked.

The meeting adjourned 6:30 pm.

Heritage Book Distribution Dates

February 24 - 25

News Release

Copies of The Heritage of Hill County, Texas books will be in Hillsboro for distribution on Friday, 
February 24 and Saturday, February 25 according to Richard Greenhill, treasurer of The Hill 
County Heritage Book Committee. The books will be available for pick up at the Marshall & 
Marshall Building, 200 East Franklin St. from 9 A.M. to 5:00 P. M. on both days. Persons who 
preordered the book should plan to pick up their copies at that time.

Mr. Greenhill is still taking orders for the book is which is now priced at $60.00 each. No more 
orders will be taken at the prepublication price now that the grass-roots history book of Hill 
County has been sent to the publisher. 

Orders for the book should be sent to Hill County Heritage Book Committee, P.O. Box 321, 
Hillsboro, TX 76645. Include a check for $60.00. A $5.00 shipping fee should be added if the book 
is to be mailed rather than picked up in Hillsboro. For information contact: Richard Greenhill, 
254-582-8912. 

Itasca Cinco de Mayo Queen & Duchess

Open to all single girls ages 4 – 12 Duchess & 13 – 18 Queen 

Contestants will raise money for votes. Each penny equals one vote 

The contestant with the most votes (money raised) will be crowned 

All contestants will be presented on stage the day of the celebration 

All contestants will be required to decorate a vehicle for the parade 

Crowning will be held at the dance the night of celebration at 9:30 p.m. 

Winners will be required to be present at all Cinco de Mayo functions 



The Royal Courts first order of business will be the presentation of Scholarships at the Itasca High 
School Awards Ceremony

To Enter Please Submit the Following:

 

Name___________________________Age_________

Parents' Name________________________________

Address __________City________Zip Code_______

Phone#________Email Address_________(optional)

*Please attach a personal summary of Education, Hobbies, Organizations, Etc. Please include a 
photo (will not be returned) along with this form to:

ROYAL COURT

C/O CINCO DE MAYO

P.O. BOX 345

ITASCA, TX 76055

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: FEBRUARY 25, 2006. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 
LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR GLORIA @ 817-648-4667

House for Rent in Itasca

One-bedroom house

Call 687-2709
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Wampus Cat of the Week

"Wampus Cat Basketball Coaches

 

Reporter Jordan Lloyd 

The Itasca Wampus Cats basketball coaching staff has done an outstanding job with the athletes 
this year. They have assembled the right defense and offensive plays for the Cats were 5-0 half 
way through district play and now 5-1 beginning the second half. 

Their job is dependant on 5 players on the floor. With nerves about to break and voices that are 
hoarse, the coaches manage to get their point across in practice and in the game. 

The Mighty Cats' coaching staff is Head Coach Greg Cranfill and assistant coaches Kirby Basham 
and Jeffrey Mayberry.

"Special of the Week"

'05 Taurus SEL

Loaded, Power Seat, Alloys, CD

9 in stock from $11, 985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats

Paw Print Press

123 N. College 

Itasca, Texas 76055


