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Itasca Nursing Home Residents' Crafts Earn Honors at 
Hill County Fair

Seven residents of the Itasca Nursing Home brought home a number of ribbons for their 
needlework and crafts.

Lucille Coffey (far right) received two 1st place ribbons for her cotton filled duck and her dream 
catcher. Vashti Hankins was also a 1st place recipient with her homemade refrigerator magnets.

Receiving 2nd place ribbons were Esta Brush for her crochet purse, Irene Crow with a homemade 
heart, Joyce Stansell's craft and Ruth Wall's pinecone turkey. 

Joyce Stansell also received a 3rd place ribbon on her handcrafted chicken.

Many of the residents at the nursing home are very talented and creative.  

Hennig Best in Goat Catching, Tri-Color in Poster 
Show

First grader Brayden Hennig took 1st place in the goat-catching contest for six year olds. He is the 
tri-color ribbon winner in the poster contest. 

He earned a 2nd with his crayon drawing, a 3rd with his watercolor and a crystal plaque for his 
entry in the "Best Trophy Category." 

Carnegie Hall Concert Date Draws Near 

Wampus Cat Band Working Hard to Meet Financial Goal

Band students spent many of their holiday hours working at the Hillsboro Outlet Mall wrapping 
gifts.

The Wampus Cat Band, 8th through 12th grade, will perform in the National Youth Concert at 
Carnegie on April 27, 2006. Performing at Carnegie Hall is a once in a lifetime opportunity even 
for well known artist, but for small town high school band it is a fairy tale dream.

Eighty-five student musicians, a third of the 8th -12th student body, will travel to New York City to 
take part in this momentous event. Continued on page 3.

FFA Members at County Fair

Photographs by Mrs. Pam Willman

Six of the eight Itasca FFA members who showed at the Hill County fair made the sale.

Jake Mears (pictured left) received a 2nd place for his pig. In the goat contest, Autumn Bennett 
took 3rd, Mollie Isbell 5th, Anita Ponce 6th, Cayce Mitchell 10th and Morgan Nalley 12th place.

Terrey Brumbalow and Sean Smith showed chickens but did not make the sale. See page 6 for 
more fair pictures. 
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

3rd Monday of the Month 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

First Saturday of month 9:00 a.m. 

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Paw Print Press Subscription 

Have a news story, human-interest story, or need to advertise your business or garage sale? Call 254-687-
2922 ext 158 or e-mail us at bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us or you may send articles for publication to: Paw 
Print Press, 123 N College St., Itasca, TX 76055. We do not charge for ads, but we do accept donations for 
our scholarship fund.

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 N 
College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

The Paw Print Press is in its 9th year of publication. 605 copies are printed each week, which includes 260 
paid mail-out subscriptions, 45 paid hand-delivered subscriptions, 170 copies distributed in downtown 
Itasca, 125 copies sold on campus and 5 issues put in permanent file.

Hill County Genealogical Society Meeting

Press Release

Christina Stotka, Deputy Director of the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum in Waco, will 
be the guest speaker at the Hill County Genealogical Society meeting on Monday, February 6. 
Bring your questions on Texas Ranger research. Ms. Stotka will talk about the Museum and its 
exhibits and how to research ancestors who were Texas Rangers. It should be an interesting and 
informative program.

The group will meet at the Hill County Courthouse Meeting Room, 126 Covington Street, in 
Hillsboro at 6:30 P.M. The public is invited. 

First 2006 Hill County Paw Pals Low Cost Sterilization Clinic 

Press Release

Hill County Paw Pals, in conjunction with Texas Coalition for Animal Protection (TCAP), 
conducted their first low cost sterilization and vaccination clinic for this year on Tuesday, January 
2. 

"Because of the demand and success of Paw Pals’ endeavors of introducing proactive programs to 
correct pet overpopulation, subsequent clinics will follow on the first Tuesday of each month for 
the rest of this year", says Kathy Moore, founder and coordinator for this vital program. 

26 pets were sterilized and 30 rabies vaccinations were administered during this service. This is a 
substantial number when one thinks of the potential outcome of just one pair of breeding dogs 
being able to produce 4,372 offspring in just seven generations. Two uncontrolled breeding cats 
can add up to 420,714 during this same period! 

"Pet overpopulation can be solved one pet at a time but it will take a community wanting this 
change," adds Moore. 

The success of these clinics stems from volunteers who find time in their busy lives to produce 
positive change. The community thanks Bill Dome, Cleo Davis, Dana Fuchs, Mary Ann Johnson, 
Kathy Moore, Diane Prince and Bob and Janie Treadwell. In addition, Paw Pals would also like to 
thank Lt. Jeff Lyons, Hill County Sheriff Office, for hosting the clinic. 

If you would like to volunteer and help end the tragic situation of pet overpopulation, call Kathy 
at 582-9374. If you would like more information about Hill County Paw Pals, the group building 
and supporting an animal shelter in Hillsboro with goals to evolve into "contract" county usage, 
call 580-0679 or email hcpawpals@yahoo.com. It cost nothing to join; all that is asked is your 
support.
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Community News

CO-OP Chairman Gives Wildfire Prevention Tips 

Press Release

A grass fire off FM 934 and PR 432 near Carl’s Corner on January 3 required mutual aid from fire 
departments in Hillsboro, Itasca, Bynum, Milford, Italy, Forreston, Covington, and Grandview. One air 
unit, Texas Forest Service, and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) were also on the 
scene to evaluate the damage to approximately 90-100 acres.

Electric cooperative members in Texas have suffered significant damage to pasture and farmland, 
loss of livestock and homes, and—most tragic—loss of life during recent wildfires. 

Scores of co-op employees and members work as volunteer firefighters in their communities, 
including HILCO Electric Cooperative Meter Maintenance/Collection Team Member Randy 
Kline. 

Audie Morris, a professional firefighter who lives in Decatur, leads Texas Electric Cooperatives 
(TEC), the statewide association of electric cooperatives. Morris, a director with Wise County 
Electric Co-op and TEC board chair, deeply understands the consequences of carelessness. "Your 
local co-op is constantly concerned with members’ safety," he said. "At times like this, these 
messages of prevention and precaution are even more important." 

Here are some tips on preventative and emergency measures to take during this unusually 
hazardous season:

Prevention: Take care with cigarettes, matches and other flammables. Mow grass short. Trim 
grass from fence lines. Rake leaves. Clear away refuse. Keep hay bales and firewood away from 
buildings, electric lines and rights-of-way. Allow your co-op to keep power lines free of tree 
branches. Keep shrubs and trees out of power line rights-of-way. Trim dead or dormant 
shrubbery close to houses or barns. In highly vulnerable areas, firefighters recommend removing 
shrubs within 15 feet of a residence. Make a family evacuation plan. Have an inventory of home 
valuables (along with pictures or videos) in a fireproof box.

If fire is reported near your community: Place photos, vital records and small items of value in 
your car. Park your car facing the direction of escape. Clear a firebreak around buildings. Shut 
the gas off at the meter. (Only a qualified professional can safely turn the gas back on.) Turn off 
propane tanks. Leave the electricity on, especially if it powers a well. Turn on sprinklers. Take 
combustible outdoor furniture inside. Wet down shrubs within 15 feet of houses or barns. Place 
lawn sprinklers on the roof and near aboveground fuel tanks. Wet down the roof. Close windows, 
vents, doors, blinds and nonflammable window coverings. Remove flammable drapes and 
curtains. Close interior doors and windows to prevent drafts.

If advised to evacuate, do so immediately. Choose a route away from the fire hazard, and be alert 
to changes in the speed and direction of fire and smoke. 

Carnegie Hall Concert Continued from page 1

Band members worked hard selling goodies & memorabilia at the Chamber of Commerce 
Barbeque Cook off. 

The band, parents, boosters, ex-students and the entire community have worked hard to help raise 
the $85,000 that is needed for the trip. Band members and their supporters have made donations, 
held dances, bake sales, wrapped Christmas gifts, sold snow cones, worked at NASCAR events 
and helped with a bull riding to support this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

The Mighty Wampus Cat Band is still several thousand dollars short of their $85,000 target and 
members are continuing to work hard. The public is asked to support these hardworking students' 
undertakings. They have a barbeque dinner scheduled for February 18, a bake sale on February 
25 in conjunction with their Community Appreciation Band Concert, working another NASCAR 
event and maybe another dance. The deadline to make travel and hotel reservations at the best 
price are drawing near and time is a big factor.

Any one who would like to donate to this cause and help these students is asked to contact the high 
school at 254-687-2922 ext 115 or send donations to Itasca ISD, 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX 
76055. Your help would be appreciated and remembered forever by these students.

Page 4 January 27, 2006 Paw Print Press

Senior Spotlight – Richard Box

Reporter Gabrielle Rivera 

"One thing I will always remember about IHS is the weird smell from the teachers’ lounge after 
lunch," said "devilishly good looking," 18 year old senior, Richard Gray Box. "I will also 
remember that in elementary, I was always getting knocked out while playing "Red Rover, Red 
Rover." 

Richard, who was born in Nunan, Georgia, grew up with his parents Frances and Kenneth Box, 
his sister, 17 year old senior at IHS, Rachel Box, and his pet cat, J.B. (short for Joe Bob).

"When it comes to everyday school life," Richard said with a smile on his face "This year, I don’t 
agree with the dress code, because I can’t wear my high heels. My favorite class, well, let us just 
say that I really enjoy break. As for my favorite teacher, it would have to be Coach Wolfe." 

After graduation, Richard wants to attend TSTC or a different tech school.

One of Richard’s biggest interests is riding anything with two wheels. 

"I like riding motorcycles as often as possible. Something interesting about my dirt bike and me is 
that I can ride a wheelie over a mile on it. In the future, I see myself holding a gold medal at the X-
games," Richard said.

Richard attends Bethel Temple Church in Cleburne. He drives a 2001 silver Dodge 2500. He 
enjoys hard rock, or heavy metal music, Chinese food, the television series Catscratch, the film 
"The Green Mile," and says one thing he absolutely loves about himself is "my pinky toes."  

"I like to go hunting with my buddies Josh and Ruben," Richard said, "My best friend would 
have to be Josh Pearson, simply because we both like, and do, a lot of the same things. However, 
someone who has a made a tremendous difference in my life is my role model, Scott Read. He’s a 
fun guy to be around, who is level headed, and also a good person to talk to about anything."

One thing Richard strongly dislikes is people that talk about themselves too much, and always 
goes by his motto, "When in doubt, give it full throttle…"

Senior Spotlight

Crystal Burns

Reporter Magen Middleton

"Graduate and do not drop out of school. It’s hard enough to get a job with just a high school 
diploma. If you don’t even have that, you’ll get nowhere," said seventeen-year-old Crystal Burns 
to the underclassmen.

Crystal Kay Burns is the daughter of Crystal Foster and sister of eighteen year old Alicia who 
graduated in 2005 from IHS, Josh, 16, and Brandie, 14. She also has two cats named Tara and 
Blaze.

"My family is very important to me. My sister Alicia is my role model. She is so smart and I would 
really like to be as successful as she is going to be. Josh is also very important because without him 
I would seriously go insane. My sisters would drive my crazy."

She enjoys writing poetry and has had some published. She is a member of the Itasca Presbyterian 
Church.

"I also enjoy doing hair and makeup, sleeping, and hanging out with my friends, especially my 
best friend Kacee Klima from Galveston. She’s fun to hang around with."

When describing Crystal the first words that come to mind are "creative, understanding, and an 
individual."

"I am very unique. I can write and draw well, and most people have ugly toes, but I don’t. I also 
have a weird habit. I have to smell a glass before I will drink out of it." This could be part of the 
reason why her biggest pet peeve is to share a drink with someone. 

Crystal has attended Itasca ISD since eighth grade and is really looking forward to prom. She has 
also had some interesting memories that she will never forget. "I’ll always remember going to ISS 
and getting licks from Mr. Rinehart."

"I want to go to college for photography and one day be married with kids. I have the dream of 
being really successful and being able to support myself, so I’m ready to graduate and become 
independent."
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Wampus Cats 4-0 in District

Cats Meet Keene to Finish 1st Half of District Match-Up

Friday night, January 20, the Wampus Cats traveled to Maypearl with a 2-0 record in district 
hoping to keep the winning streak alive. With high energy and great defense, the Cats wanted to 
show Maypearl why they were contenders for the district title.

 

The Cats began their offense hard in the first half, but the Panthers fought back to within two 
points. The Cats made a run before the half to put them up 36-24 and they never looked back. 

Leading the way for the Cats offense was Senior Caleb Mayberry who finished with 23 points. The 
young stars, Kendale Mayberry finished with 18 points and Tralyn Harden with 21 points. 
Clayton Wienecke, Sean Smith, Casey Clerihew, Mike Marshall, and others all contributed to the 
win for the Cats. The Cats beat the Panthers 72-54.

The Cats played Rio Vista on Tuesday, January 24, for the fourth game of the district. Being 
undefeated at home the Cats wanted to keep it that way and came out firing. They were up 26-10 
at the end of the first quarter and continued to widen the gap. At the final buzzer the Cats had 
defeated the Eagles by the score of 82-57 giving them a 4-0 record in district. 

The Cats will meet the Keene Chargers in Keene on Friday at 4:00 p.m. and the Lady Cats will 
meet their opponents in Itasca at 4:00 p.m. Friday. There will be no JV games.

District Record

Wampus Cats 4-0 Lady Cats 0-6

JV Wampus Cats 1-3 JV Lady Cats 3-3

Basketball Schedule

Jan. 27 **Keene Away V Boys 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 27 **Keene Home V Girls 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 31 **Grandview Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 3 **Godley Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 7 **Maypearl (Sr. Night) Home All teams 4 p.m.

Feb. 10 **Rio Vista Away BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 14 **Keene Home BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

** District game

Jr. High Basketball Schedule

Jan. 26 Godley Home 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Feb. 2 Maypearl Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

2006 Baseball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 17 Covington Scrimmage 4:30 Home

Feb. 28 Frost 4:30 Away 

March 3 Axtell (DH) 4:30 Away 

March 7 Frost 4:30 Home 

March 14 Avalon 4:30 Away 

March 17 Hubbard (DH) 2:00 Away 

March 21 Tolar 4:30 Away 

March 24 *Maypearl 4:30 Home 

March 28 *Grandview 4:30 Away 

March 31 *Godley 4:30 Home 

April 4 Tolar 4:30 Home 

April 7 *Rio Vista 4:30 Home 

April 11 *Maypearl 4:30 Away 

April 14 *Grandview 4:30 Home 

April 21 * Godley 7:00 Away 

April 28 *Rio Vista 4:30 Away 

* District Games

Athletic Director: Greg Cranfill

Head Coach: Fred Dakan Assist. Coach: Jeff Mayberry

Phone: 254-687-2922 Ext. 160

2006 Lady Cats Softball Schedule

Date Opponent Time Place

Feb. 10 Hubbard 4:00 Away

Feb. 14 Kopperl 4:00 Away

Feb. 17 Meridian 4:00 Home

Feb. 21 Dawson 5:00 Away

Feb. 23-25 Frost Tournament TBA

March 3 Bruceville-Eddy TBA Away

March 10 Covington 4:00 Home 

March 14 Meridian 4:00 Away 

March 17 Kopperl 4:00 Home

March 21 *Rio Vista 6:00 Away
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Martina McBride

Entertainer for Go Texan Trip

The Reporter

Officials with the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo have announced that Martina McBride will 
be performing at the rodeo Saturday, March 4. The Hill County Area Go Texan Committee will 
be hosting a chartered-bus trip to the livestock show and rodeo to see the country music star.

Cost of the trip, which includes a ticket to the 3:45 p.m. rodeo performance at Reliant Stadium, is 
$50 per person.

Go Texan Ambassador Wayne Redding pointed out that those attending will have excellent seats 
in the lower level of the stadium. The bus will leave Whitney at 8 a.m. and make stops in Hillsboro 
at 8:20 a.m. and Hubbard at 8:45 a.m.

The bus will leave Houston at approximately 8 p.m. for the return trip home. For tickets, contact 
Ambassador Wayne Redding at 254-337-1531 in Whitney, Kennie Nowlin at 254-582-2531 in 
Hillsboro or Monte Blackburn at 254-576-2549 in Hubbard.

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in the 
community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the area. This 
program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites for meals, or to 
help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag lunches or salads. Games 
and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more information 
you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-5437, 
TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, ktaber@itasca.
k12.tx.us

Baylor Rural Health Center

106 W. Adams – Itasca

254-687-2437 – 254-687-2439

Providing Primary Health Care to You & Your Family

Se habla espanol

We accept most insurance plans. Walk-ins welcome!

Hours:

Monday& Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday – 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch 12-1 Monday – Friday

January 30 – February 3 - Menu

Lunch 

1-30 – BBQ sandwich or Crispito, Potato Salad, Peaches, Milk

1-31 – Pizza or Steak Fingers, Pasta Salad, Pineapple, Corn, Milk

2-1 – Burrito or Chicken Nuggets, Spanish Rice, Green Beans, Fruited Jello, Milk

2-2 – Steak Fingers or Chicken Strips, Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Fruit, Roll, Milk

2-3 – Cheeseburgers or Pork Chop Sandwich, Tator Tots, Let/Tom/Pic/On, Cookie, Milk

Breakfast 

1-30 – Apple Squares, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk 

1-31 – Pumpkin Bread, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-1 – Sausage Wrap, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-2 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

2-3 – Danish, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

Stars & Stripes Café

1500 E. Main St. I-35-W Exit 8 Itasca 

Monday- Friday 6:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Saturday 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Daily Lunch Special

Breakfast Special – Available All Day $2.99

2 eggs, 2 sausages or 2 bacons, 2 toast

Expires 2/15/2006 

"Please show the coupon before placing the order"

CB ers can call their orders in on Channel 19

Call-in orders - 254-687-2766

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com

(972) 872-0761

Houses for Rent in Itasca

A one-bedroom house & a two-bedroom house - Call 687-2709

House for Sale - 304 E. Wilkerson St.

3 bedrooms – 1 bath

20' x 30' out building with solid slab

can be used for garage or workshop

Will negotiate price 

254-687-2976 or 254-582-5057
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Hill College Hosts New Orleans Original Jazz Ensemble 

Press Release

The Hill College Performing Arts Series will present the New Orleans Original Jazz Ensemble on 
January 31, 2006, at 7:30 pm in the Vara Martin Daniel Performing Arts Center on the Hillsboro 
Campus. 

The Orleans Original Jazz Ensemble is a Dixieland Band from Metairie, Louisiana. They have 
performed in numerous places around the state and around the world.

Joan Pizzolato, banjo, made contact with Phillip Lowe after hurricane Katrina and stated, "I am 
looking forward to our performance Jan. 31, 2006 IT WILL BE GOOD FOR US TO DO THE 
performance. I will ever be grateful to the good people of Texas. They have taken such good care 
of us." 

Other performing members of the Orleans Original Jazz Ensemble include Mo Calvert, cornet; 
Bill Lee, clarinet and saxophone; Mizie Licciardi, piano; Edgar Saunders, banjo; and Doctor 
Carol Stuckey, string bass and guitar. 

Like so many from the New Orleans area, these performers from Metairie suffered tremendously 
from hurricane Katrina, and we would like to give them a little extra for committing to perform 
for us even after the tremendous tragedy to their homes and businesses. We will gladly accept 
extra donations for the performers even if you cannot make the concert.

Admission is free. A reception following the program will be provided by the Hillsboro Lions 
Club. Please come join us for this exciting evening! For more information, please call Phillip Lowe 
at 254-582-2555, ext. 270 or Shirley Erickson at ext. 261 or check the Hill College Performing Arts 
Series website at www.hillcollege.edu/performingarts. For senior citizen transportation 
information, call either Phillip Lowe or Shirley Erickson.

Heritage Books now $60.00

Prepublication price no longer available 

News Release

Richard Greenhill, treasurer of The Hill County Heritage Book Committee, reports that the 
Heritage of Hill County, Texas book is now priced at $60.00 each. No more orders will be taken at 
the prepublication price now that the grass-roots history book of Hill County is ready to go to the 
publisher. The published books should arrive in Hillsboro for distribution in the very near future, 
according to Mr. Greenhill. He will announce the date and place to pick up the books as soon as 
possible. 

Orders for the book should be sent to Hill County Heritage Book Committee, P.O. Box 321, 
Hillsboro, TX 76645. Include a check for $60.00. A $5.00 shipping fee should be added if the book 
is to be mailed rather than picked up in Hillsboro. For information contact: Richard Greenhill, 
254-582-3242. 

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor, The Itasca Wampus Cat Band is winding up the fundraisers for their trip for the 
New York City performance at Carnegie Hall. We will continue to have more fundraisers to help 
reach our goal of $85,000. We would like to extend a gracious "Thank You" to all who have 
donated money, time, products and well wishes. This would not have been possible with out the 
support of everyone .

If you are still interested in helping the band meet their goal you still have time left. All donations 
can be sent to 

Itasca ISD, 123 N. College St., Itasca, TX 76055 in care of New York City Fund.

Future fundraisers will include a BBQ dinner, working the NASCAR Races, bake sale and 
possibly a dance. Watch for more details. Wampus Cat Booster Club

Angel Food Ministries

Orders for the February Angel Food Ministries will be accepted on Tuesday, February 7 from 
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. and Thursday, February 9 from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the First 
Presbyterian Church office. The church asks that you pay with cash only. Each unit is $25 and 
there are two steak specials that are available for $18 each if you purchase a regular unit.

The distribution day is Saturday, February 25 from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. in the church fellowship 
hall.

Everyone is invited and urged to take advantage of this ministry provided by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Itasca. 
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November School Board 

Minutes

The Board of Trustees of the Itasca Independent School District met in regular session on 
Monday, November 14, 2005 in the Itasca ISD Administration Building at 7:00 p.m. Present were 
President Marquita Lloyd, Vice President Paula Solis, Members Rex Jean, Donny Faries, Kevin 
Lightsey and Nancy Bowman. Secretary Claude Garrett was absent.

Administrators present were Dr. E. Ray Freeman, Superintendent, Glenn Pittman, H.S. Principal, 
Barry Durham, M.S. Principal, Karon Farquhar, Elementary Principal and Norma Merkel, 
Secretary. 

Visitors present were Carolyn Hill, Barbara Petrash, Penny Faries and Brian Kelley.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Motions were made and passed unanimously to 
approve minutes from previous board meeting and to approve the bills and financial report. 

President Lloyd welcomed all visitors to the meeting. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to expel a high school student for 60 days 
to JJAEP. 

Carolyn Hill presented the district with a plaque from the Education Service Center Region 12 for 
achieving a Recognized rating from the Texas Education Agency. Ms. Hill also presented all 
campuses with a certificate for achieving Recognized rating for 2004-05.

Motions were made and passed unanimously to approve the highly qualified teachers report for 
2004-05, to cast a ballot for Edith Omberg to serve on the board of directors for the Hill County 
Appraisal District for 2006-07, to approve Kyndra Christopher and Sammie Hunter for substitute 
teachers for 2005-06, to execute a deed without warranty conveying property, to accept the 
resignation of Tara Bassett and Jack Swilley and to hire Meghan Cockerham and Micki LaRocco. 

The board entered executive session at 7:29 pm. Upon coming out of executive session at 7:52 pm, 
the meeting was adjourned with no further business.

Itasca Chamber of Commerce

Annual Awards Banquet

Monday, January 30, 2006

7:00 p. m. – Itasca ISD Cafeteria

Tickets $10.00 - $12.00 at door

See a Chamber director for tickets. Fellowship, appetizers and the silent auction will begin at 6:30 
p.m. 

Itasca Garden Club Meeting

The January meeting of the Itasca Garden Club was held in the home of Judy Crumpacker. Co-
hostesses for the meeting were Dianne Taylor and Cathye Miller.

Program for the meeting was the club's annual "Member Plant Exchange." Each member 
provided a plant and told of the origin, care, propagation and any history available for each plant.

The club will host the Grandview Garden Club on February 9, at the Presbyterian Church's 
Barton Hall. Daryl Freeman will present a program on "Earth-Kind Roses."

Itasca Cinco de Mayo

Queen & Duchess

Open to all single girls ages 4 – 12 Duchess & 13 – 18 Queen 

Contestants will raise money for votes. Each penny equals one vote 

The contestant with the most votes (money raised) will be crowned 

All contestants will be presented on stage the day of the celebration 

All contestants will be required to decorate a vehicle for the parade 

Crowning will be held at the dance the night of celebration at 9:30 p.m. 

Winners will be required to be present at all Cinco de Mayo functions 

The Royal Courts first order of business will be the presentation of Scholarships at the Itasca High 
School Awards Ceremony

To Enter Please Submit the Following:

Name_____________________________Age___________

Parents Name_____________________________________

Address __________City________Zip Code___________

Phone# _________Email Address_____________(optional)

*Please attach a personal summary of Education, Hobbies, Organizations, Etc. Please include a 
photo (will not be returned) along with this form to:

ROYAL COURT



C/O CINCO DE MAYO

P.O. BOX 345

ITASCA, TX 76055

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: FEBRUARY 25, 2006. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 
LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR GLORIA @ 817-648-4667
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Wampus Cat of the Week 

"#1 Band Supporter"

Reporter Jordan Lloyd 

Grady Rodriguez is one of the Mighty Wampus Cat Band's biggest supporter. He has arranged 
for the band to use "The Warehouse," a multi-purpose building in Itasca, for numerous 
fundraisers free of charge. 

The band is working hard to raise the funds for their fast approaching trip to New York City 
where they will perform a concert at Carnegie Hall. 

Rodriguez works in the Itasca Street and Maintenance Department. He and his wife, Karen have 
five children, Trey, Susie, Shannon, Haley and Pepper. 

"Special of the Week"

'05 Taurus SEL

Loaded, Power Seat, Alloys, CD

9 in stock from $11, 985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats

Paw Print Press

123 N. College 
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