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Diaz Brings Home 

Art Tricolor, 

 

High Point Plaque

Reporter Chelsea Henderson  

Itasca High School Junior, Johanna Diaz, was amazing at the Hill County Fair Art Show this year. 
She took the coveted "Best of Show" tri-color ribbon and was the high point winner in her age 
group. Johanna entered twenty pieces and received eleven first place, six second place, and three 
third place ribbons. 

Overall, the Itasca art students did extremely well earning thirty-five ribbons. Bringing home 
ribbons were Tom Vongsurit with a first place, Chase Southern a second place, Gilberto Librado-
Acosta a first place and Megan George with two second places and one third place ribbon. 
Candice Kowalski’s work earned her four first place ribbons and one third place ribbon, while 
Estaban Gonzalez took a second place, Laura Librado-Acosta two second places and Tawanna 
Hawkins a second place ribbon. 

"My students did wonderful this year," Mrs. Watson said. "I am so impressed with them."

An art show in the high school is planned for early Spring. The dates will be announced in the 
paper.

See artwork on page 6.

Hennig First in 

 

Junior FFA Goat Show 

Fourth grader Fisher Hennig received a 1st place trophy for his goat at this year’s Hill County 
Fair. Fisher showed his goat as a junior Itasca FFA member under the direction of Ag Teacher 
Larry Mynarcik.

Scholar Athlete of the Week

Hansen Style

Senior Brittany DeSpain will be featured as one of "Dale Hansen’s Scholar Athletes of the Week" 
during the "Dale Hansen Sports Special" which airs Sunday evening, January 29, on Channel 8 
beginning after the 10 p.m. newscast.

DeSpain was selected as one of the Scholar Athletes from around the north-central Texas area 
after being nominated by Coach Greg Cranfill. 

Students who qualify for this award have high academic grades, are active in a number of athletic 
programs, are involved in community service, and show leadership skills throughout their daily 
lives. 

DeSpain and her family attended the taping at the WFAA studios in downtown Dallas on 
December 13. The athletes were shown around the newly remodeled studios and then were 
interviewed by Dale Hansen for their numerous accomplishments throughout high school. 

Continued on page 3.

Wade Yarbro Earns Management Certification

Press Release

Wade Yarbro, HILCO Electric Cooperative First Class Lineman, has earned a Management 
Certificate from Hill College. The courses completed for the certification include Business 
Management Supervision, Human Relations, Introduction to Business, Principles of Accounting, 
Principles of Management, and Communications in Management.

Continued on page 3.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

Monday, January 23, 2006 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

First Saturday of month 9:00 a.m. 

Itasca Vol. Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Paw Print Press Subscription 

Have a news story, human-interest story, or need to advertise your business or garage sale? Call 254-687-
2922 ext 158 or e-mail us at bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us or you may send articles for publication to: Paw 
Print Press, 123 N College St., Itasca, TX 76055. We do not charge for ads, but we do accept donations for 
our scholarship fund.

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 N 
College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

The Paw Print Press is in its 9th year of publication. 605 copies are printed each week, which includes 260 
paid mail-out subscriptions, 45 paid hand-delivered subscriptions, 170 copies distributed in downtown 
Itasca, 125 copies sold on campus and 5 issues put in permanent file.

December Police Report

12-13 – Minor accident (hit and run) – Alley behind HILCO

12-13 – Runaway juvenile – 100 blk. N. College St.

12-13 – Assisted motorist – I-35-W mile marker-10 southbound

12-14 – 911 hang up call – 700 blk. Mill St.

12-15 – Public intoxication arrest – 700 blk. Mill St.

12-15 – Report of a reckless motorcycle driver - I-35-W mile marker-4 northbound

12-16 – Assisted motorist - I-35-W mile marker-3 southbound

12-16 – Assisted stranded motorist - I-35-W mile marker-10 southbound

12-16 – Assisted stranded motorist - I-35-W mile marker-12 southbound

12-16 - Report of a reckless driver - I-35-W mile marker-4 northbound

12-16 - Report of a reckless driver and throwing items out of windows at other cars- Hwy 81 at 
HCR 2959

12-16 - Report of a reckless driver – Hwy. 81 south

12-16 – Assisted citizen – 800 blk. Loom St.

12-17 – Assisted Grandview PD with arrest - I-35-W mile marker-13.5 southbound

12-18 – Criminal trespass – 100 blk. S. Weaver St.

12-18 – Notified City of water leak – 100 blk. W. Spurgeon

12-18 – Animal complaint – 300 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

12-18 – Drunk driver stopped & arrested - I-35-W mile marker-8 southbound

12-18 – Vehicle accident – driver fled scene – HCR 4121 – Driver located and arrested

12-18 – Animal complaint (dog fighting) College & Spurgeon Sts.

12-18 – Report of young people loitering at car wash – 100 blk. E. Main St.

12-19 – Animal complaint – 700 blk. Mill St.

12-19 – Warrant arrest – Itasca PD

12-19 – Animal complaint – 100 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

12-19 – Assisted Fire Department with gas leak – Mill & Weave Sts.

12-20 – Theft report – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

12-21 – Arrested subject on public intoxication – towed vehicle – 500 blk. K Lane

12-21 – Towed abandoned vehicle – 1400 blk. E. main St.

12-22 – Emergency notification – 800 blk. Loom St.

12-22 – Animal complaint – 300 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

12-22 – Abandoned vehicle – Exit 8 off ramp @ E. Main St.

12-22 – Loud music complaint – 400 blk. E. Henderson St.

12-23 – Theft & Forgery complaint – Ft. Worth/Waco

12-23 – Arrested subject on outstanding assault charges after traffic stop – I-35-W mile marker 8 
northbound

12-24 – Unwanted person report – 700 blk. Central St.

Continued on page 3
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Community News

Yarbro Management 

Certified

Continued from page 1

Yarbro joined HILCO’s operations team in 1992 after completing a tour of duty in the United 
States Marine Corps that included Operation Desert Storm, the liberation of Kuwait.

HILCO Director of Operations Allen Howe said, "We congratulate Wade for continuing his 
education and for the increased initiative he has shown. Employees like Wade are the future of 
HILCO, and we are very pleased to have him as a member of our HILCO team."

Yarbro and his wife, Pam, have three children and live in the Blum area.

Sports Hansen Style

Continued from page 1

Along with the honor of being named Scholar Athlete, DeSpain was also awarded $250 from 
McDonald’s to be given to Itasca High School. 

DeSpain, the first girl to represent Itasca High School as a Hansen Scholar Athlete of the Week, 
joins three other IHS recipients: Stephen Bassett, Mike Goff, and Eric Covington. 

DeSpain is the salutatorian of her graduating class and a four-sport female letterman. She has 
represented the community well as a reporter on the Paw Print Press and has coached many 
young girls in basketball and cheerleading. 

"The school is very proud of Brittany and the previous winners," journalism teacher Barbara 
Petrash said. "The Paw Print Press is especially proud as all of these students have been members 
of the PPP staff."

"This is an awesome honor for me. It really does prove how hard work and never giving up pays 
off." DeSpain said. "The entire experience for me was great, especially meeting a few more 
scholar athletes just like myself and discussing each of our different accomplishments. It is 
amazing to think that we are just barely becoming adults and have already achieved so much. I 
would like to thank everyone who has taught, coached, raised, and supported me to become who I 
am today; I couldn’t have done it without all of you."

McVea to Attend Honors’ 

Academic Reception

2005 graduate DeeDee McVea has been invited to attend a formal reception in the Memorial 
Student Center Ballroom at Prairie View A&M University on Thursday, January 19, 2005.

The invitation was issued by the Dean’s Office in recognition of her first semester 3.5 GPA. Only 
students that earned a 3.0 or better is invited to the reception. 

"I am so excited about going to the reception," DeeDee said. "I am enjoying going to college." 

DeeDee was a member of the PPP for two years and served as the business manager during the 
2004-05 school year.

"We are very proud of DeeDee," Paw Print Press Publisher Barbara Petrash said. "We expect to 
see her on the honor roll each semester and are confident that she will make it since she has a lot 
of determination and a good work ethic."

December Police Report

Continued from page 2

12-25 – Report of possible prowler – 800 blk. E. Main St.

12-25 – Domestic disturbance – 400 blk. N. Hill St.

12-25 – Animal complaint (dog bite) – 300 blk. E. Monroe St.

12-25 – Traffic stop for speeding – no drivers license, no insurance, license suspended – driver 
arrested, vehicle impounded – I-35-W mile marker 9½ northbound

12-26 – Possible prowler report – 800 blk. E. Main St.

12-26 – Civil disturbance – 300 blk. S. Wall St.

12-26 – Assisted DPS with car roll over – I-35W mile marker-7

12-28 – Animal complaint (loose dogs) - 500 blk. N. Wesley St.

12-28 – Threat & family altercation reports– 1200 blk. E. Main St.

12-28 – Animal complaint (loose pit bull) – Weave St.

12-29 – Vehicle impounded – I-35-W mile marker 8 southbound

12-29 – Animal complaint (black cat) – 400 blk. S. Files St.

12-29 – Traffic stop – no license – 1200 blk. E. Main St.

12-29 – Stolen property report – 400 blk. E. Marrion St.

12-29 – Sexual assault report – 100 blk. College St.

12-29 – Inquiry into case – Itasca PD

12-30 – Welfare concern – 600 blk. S. Files St.

12-30 – Assisted DPS with hit & run – I-35-W mile marker 13 northbound

12-31 – Family disturbance – 800 blk. Shuttle St.

12-31 – Public intoxication arrest – Hill & Main Sts.

12-31 – Civil disturbance & criminal trespass – 200 blk. S. King St.

12-31 – Vehicle impounded – HCR 4281 in Itasca Cemetery
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Senior Spotlight - Kyle Neely

Reporter Magen Middleton 

"Change is inevitable. Everything depends on how you respond to it," is seventeen-year old Kyle 
Neely’s insight garnered from the past four years of high school.

Kyle is the son of Michael and Berni Neely and younger brother of Tiana, a 2004 graduate from 
Itasca High School.

Kyle, a member of the varsity football team throughout high school, was voted the "Cheerleader 
Beau" this year. He uses his interest in science to his benefit and the good of the school by being a 
key member of the Science UIL team and a member of the Science Club. Since he is involved in all 
of these Science events, it is no surprise that Mrs. Swilley is his favorite teacher. 

Science is not Kyle’s only interest. He is a member of 4-H and through the program showed 
chickens at the Hill County Fair. He is also involved with chickens in another way. After school 
and on weekends Kyle works at Golden Chick (a.k.a. Chicken Bucket). 

"My community service is to fry chicken for everybody."

Although Kyle is always busy with something, his greatest passion is cars. 

"I love cars. I like working with cars and restoring old cars. Right now, I’m driving a 1965 
Mustang that I recently restored. My biggest dream is to design a famous car."

"The man that has made the biggest impact on my life is Dr. Tan," Kyle said. "He performed the 
heart surgery that I went through last year. I’m a survivor."

Unlike most of his classmates, Kyle is not ready to graduate. 

 

"This school and town are all I’ve ever known," Kyle said. "I know everybody around here. I 
don’t know what I’m going to do when I go somewhere that I don’t know everybody."

Kyle’s plans are to pursue a career in mechanical engineering at the University of Texas at Tyler, 
find a great job, stay employed and of course, have fun.

"My advice to the underclassmen is to live each day like it’s your last because tomorrow may 
never come."

Senior Spotlight

Patricia Jimenez

Reporter Gabrielle Rivera

"I see myself as quiet, nice, and reserved," 17-year-old Patricia Jimenez said. Patricia is the 
daughter of Laura and Reymundo Jimenez. She has two sisters, Blanca, 22, Victoria, 17 year old 
junior at Itasca High, and two brothers, Demetrio, 19, Itasca High graduate of the class of 2005, 
and Reymundo Jr., 9, and three dogs, Taz, Peanut, and Chica.

Patricia has attended Itasca ISD since the 3rd grade, and says she will always remember her 
friends. 

"I like my friends to be funny yet trustworthy, just like my best friend, Cassie Dominguez," 
Patricia said.

"Yes, I am very ready to graduate from high school," Patricia said, "but I really try not to look 
too far ahead in my future. I do, however, hope to graduate from cosmetology school by the end of 
this year. I really like giving pedicures, I feel that is one of my strong points, but I don’t like giving 
facials. I also plan to attend college to major in massage therapy," Patricia said.

During her spare time, Patricia likes to play her favorite sport, volleyball, or hang out with her 
boyfriend, Juan Carlos. 

"Juan Carlos has really made a huge difference in my life. We’ve been together for the past year 
and three months, and he has always stood by my side through anything." Patricia said, 
"However, my role model has to be my mother. She has always kept her head up and has taught 
me very well, I hope to be like her someday."

 

At school, Patricia enjoys chatting with her favorite teacher Ms. Gordon. 

"I love Ms. Gordon. She is very kind, and gives great advice." 

When asked about her goals for this year, all Patricia replied was "I really hope to get good 
grades. My grades are important, and they do matter."

"I will say my goodbyes with a few words of advice to all of the underclassmen at Itasca High, 
STAY OUT OF TROUBLE!"
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Wampus Cats Claw Zebras in District Opener

Harden Hot From 3-Point Range

Reporters Mark Cummings & Caleb Mayberry

 

Wienecke jumps for the ball before a packed house at Grandview. Tralyn Harden (insert) was on 
fire from the 3-point line. 

The Wampus Cats played their first district game against the Grandview Zebras on Friday, 
January 13. They now have a 1-0 record for district. 

The Cats came together and played their hearts out and it was evident. The Cats trailed the entire 
game until the third quarter when they started firing. 

Leading the way for the Cats was sophomore Tralyn Harden, displaying his "A-game" for the 11-
2A district. The rivals continued to beat up on each other, but it was the Itasca defense that shut 
the Zebras out in the second half. 

The Wampus Cats played as a team coming back from a deficit of 8 points at the half. The Zebras 
tested the heart of the Cats, but the Cats came away from the game proving why they are 
contenders for the district title. 

The Cats finished the game making important free throws that keep Grandview from making a 
comeback in the final minutes. The Wampus Cats defeated the Zebras 68 to 52.

The Cats met the Godley Wildcats Tuesday night for the second district match up. Once again the 
Cats started off slow and trailed the Wildcats at half time by 1 point. The game was won by a 
strong Cats' defense and determination. Itasca won over Godley 48-40.

The next district game is against Maypearl on Friday in Maypearl. The games began at 4:00 p.m. 

District Record

Wampus Cats 2-0 Lady Cats 0-4

JV Wampus Cats 0-2 JV Lady Cats 3-1

Basketball Schedule

January

19 Bosqueville Tournament JVG TBA

20 **Maypearl Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

24 **Rio Vista Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

27 **Keene Away All teams 2:30 p.m.

31 **Grandview Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

February

3 **Godley Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

7 **Maypearl (Senior Night) Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

10 **Rio Vista Away BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

14 **Keene Home BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

** District game

Jr. High Basketball Schedule

January

19 Grandview Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

21 Meridian Tournament 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B TBA

26 Godley Home 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Feb. 2 Maypearl Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Great Seats Still Available 

Reserve seating in the Itasca Special Event Center are on sale. Each pass is $50.00 and enables the 
owner to attend all regularly scheduled basketball games and any other school-sponsored event. 
(not Graduation Ceremony 2006 or any fund-raiser).

There are 126 seats (9 rows of 14 seats each) that are available for reservations, all located in the 
center section. Come to the high school office & view a schematic.

January 23 - 27 - Menu

Lunch 

1-23 – Salisbury Steak or Steak Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Roll, Milk

1-24 – Pizza or Chicken Strips, Green Beans, Fruited Jello, Texas Toast, Milk

1-25 – Spaghetti or Roast Beef, Tossed Salad, Breadsticks, Peaches, Milk

1-26 – Chicken Sandwich or Burrito, Pickle Spears, Baked Beans, Pears, Milk

1-27 – Cheeseburgers or Chili Dog, Let/Tom/Pic/On, French Fries, Brownie, Milk

Breakfast 

1-23 – Sausage Patty, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk 

1-24 – Cinnamon Raisin Biscuit, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-25 – Breakfast Stick, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-26 – PB Rice Krispies, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-27 – Cinnamon Pastries, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk
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Martina McBride

Entertainer for Go Texan Trip

The Reporter

Officials with the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo have announced that Martina McBride will 
be performing at the rodeo Saturday, March 4. The Hill County Area Go Texan Committee will 
be hosting a chartered-bus trip to the livestock show and rodeo to see the country music star.

Cost of the trip, which includes a ticket to the 3:45 p.m. rodeo performance at Reliant Stadium, is 
$50 per person.

Go Texan Ambassador Wayne Redding pointed out that those attending will have excellent seats 
in the lower level of the stadium. The bus will leave Whitney at 8 a.m. and make stops in Hillsboro 
at 8:20 a.m. and Hubbard at 8:45 a.m.

The bus will leave Houston at approximately 8 p.m. for the return trip home. For tickets, contact 
Ambassador Wayne Redding at 254-337-1531 in Whitney, Kennie Nowlin at 254-582-2531 in 
Hillsboro or Monte Blackburn at 254-576-2549 in Hubbard.

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in the 
community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the area. This 
program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites for meals, or to 
help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag lunches or salads. Games 
and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more information 
you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-5437, 
TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, ktaber@itasca.
k12.tx.us

Baylor Rural Health Center

106 W. Adams – Itasca

254-687-2437 – 254-687-2439

Providing Primary Health Care to You & Your Family

Se habla espanol

We accept most insurance plans. Walk-ins welcome!

Hours:

Monday& Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday – 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch 12-1 Monday – Friday
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Boys Junior High Basketball

Reporters Mark Cummings & Caleb Mayberry

The opportunity to play basketball for your high school against other schools in the district is 
always exciting, but athletes have to learn the game of basketball first. 

During athletics, the junior high boys are coached in the basic skills that are needed to play 
basketball. They practice dribbling, shooting, defensive and offensive plays, and the meaning of 
teamwork. These athletes will find a competitive side of them that will last throughout their lives. 
The junior high boys have been competing in district play for several weeks while learning to play 
as a team. 

Playing on the 7th grade team are Bernard Jackson, Lavarius Ashford, Bob Slotvig, Phillip 
Thomas, Chris Carlson, Ivan Gomez, Jack Panting, and Garrett Johnson. The 8th grade roster 
includes Tevin Mayberry, Desmond Guy, Chauncey Cox, Chris Rogers, Tomas Garcia, Matt 
Wilkins, Stanley Johnson, Grady Rodriguez, Michael Graham and Scottie Forcey.

Girls Junior High Basketball

Reporter Alecia Evans Photographer Caleb Mayberry

The 8th grade girls go high for those all-important rebounds.

This year, the Itasca Lady Wampus Cat Junior High teams have been working hard and have had 
a decent season. Both teams with a record of 3-4 shows that hard work does pay off.

The starters for the eighth grade team are Ashley Durham, Megan Goff, Mary Maddox, Eva 
Mayberry, and Chantel Courtnier. The starting team for the seventh grade includes Jasmine Guy, 
Autumn Pelham, Sarah Farquhar, Nancy Reyes, and Chan’tira Diggs. 

Members of both teams, especially the eighth graders, will be practicing hard to prepare for high 
school basketball that they will be playing next year. 

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor, I would like to congratulate the Itasca Wampus Cat Cheerleaders on a job well done 
in representing themselves and our school at National Competition. I know there was a lot of time 
and hard work spent on preparing for the event. In the end they reached down, worked hard and 
proved to themselves most importantly that you can accomplish great things and show your pride. 
These are things that can be carried through in preparing for life, and in all programs, we can 
teach and instill in our students. I would also like to thank the Administration for making the 
decision to allow our cheerleaders to experience this challenge and be recognized for the hard 
work they demonstrated at camp to receive this invitation to National Competition.

Sincerely, Susan Bason

Stars & Stripes Café

1500 E. Main St. I-35-W Exit 8 Itasca 

Stars & Stripes Truck Stop

Open

Monday- Friday 6:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Saturday 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Daily Lunch Special

Breakfast Special – Available All Day $2.99

2 eggs, 2 sausage or 2 Bacon, 2 Toast

CB ers can call their orders in on Channel 19

Blown-In Attic Insulation

The Way Knott to Pay High Energy Bills 

Call Us For A Free Attic Consultation 

Knott Insulation Incorporated

www.knottinsulation.com

(972) 872-0761

Antique Alley & 15 Mile Sale

April 21-23, 2006

The April Antique alley and 15 Mile Sale is looking for entertainers. They are looking for "street" 
type entertainers such as jugglers, mimes and maybe clowns. Any age group is welcome. 

Contact Nita Redmon at 817-240-4948. 

Houses for Rent in Itasca

A one-bedroom house & a two-bedroom house - Call 687-2709
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Recent Deaths 

Bailey, William P. – Mr. William P. (Buzz) Bailey, 67, of Itasca died January 2, 2006, at Hill 
Regional Hospital.

He was born April 23, 1938, in Lovelace, son of William Austin and Eva London Bailey. He 
married Glenda Ruth Wilson December 20, 1958, in Clarendon. A retired automobile salesman, 
he was a great family man, loving husband, father and grandfather and will be missed by all. 

Survivors include: his wife, Glenda Ruth Bailey; two sons, Patton Bailey, Jr. and wife Lainie, and 
Chris Bailey and wife, Melissa; one daughter, Kelley Turnage and husband, Justin; six 
grandchildren, Jessica Nicole Turnage, Kaitlyn Renee Turnage, Kasey Lynn Turnage, Taylor Lee 
Turnage, Emily Beth Bailey and Sydney Austin Bailey; and one sister, Dorothy Anderson.

Graveside services were held January 5, 2006, at Itasca Cemetery with Rev. Russell Allen 
officiating. 

Merritt, Lillie Mae – Mrs. Lillie Merritt, 76, a retired nurse, passed away January 6, 2006 at a 
local hospital.

She was born October 6, 1929 in Oklahoma to Sterlin P. and Mildred Warren Griffin. She 
graduated from Kilgore High school. She met and married the love of her life, John Merritt, 
March 25, 1949 in Kilgore, Texas. 

She worked as a surgical technician in Ennis and Mansfield. She was a member of the First United 
Methodist Church in Itasca. She was very civic minded and was past president of the State 
Fireman and Fire Marshall Auxiliary and started the Itasca Fire Auxiliary, Covington Auxiliary 
and several others. She was a great supporter of "great causes" too numerous to name, but most 
of all, she was a great supporter of her family. Whatever they were interested in, she encouraged 
and supported with great vigor. She will be sincerely missed by all that knew her. 

Survivors are her husband, John Merritt of Itasca; daughter, Diane Price of Itasca; 
grandchildren, Byron McCauley of Waco, John Prescott of Itasca, and Michael Prescott of Itasca, 
and great grandchildren, John Marshall, Megan, and Tristan Prescott; and brother, Ira Lee 
Cunfiff. She is also survived by fire fighters and ladies auxiliaries of the State of Texas and the 
nursing staff of Hill Regional Hospital.

Services were held January 9, 2006, at Clayton Kay-Vaughan Funeral Chapel in Itasca with Rev. 
Tom Wood officiating. Burial was at Mexia Cemetery. 

Howard, Doris Ann – Doris Ann Howard made her debut in Itasca, Texas on March 4, 1950. She 
was the pride and joy of C. L. Harris and Dorothy Rivers. Doris grew up in Itasca where she 
received her formal education and graduated from high school. She went on to further her 
education, and received an Associate Degree in the medical field.

As a young girl, Doris answered the call of salvation accepting Jesus Christ as her Lord and 
Savior. She united with the Bethlehem Baptist Church where she worked out her soul salvation 
serving in several auxiliaries of the church such as President of the Mission and Food Committee, 
Sunday School Teacher, Usher, Choir Member, Intercessory Prayer Team member and other 
facets of the ministry.

For several years, Doris worked as a medication aide for the Itasca Nursing Home. On January 4, 
2006, Doris became absent from the body to be present with the Lord. She is preceded in death by 
her husband Richard Howard who departed in 1997.

Doris leaves memories in the hearts of her children Steven Howard, Richard James Howard, Jr. 
(Shannon), Felicia Guy (Tracy) and Theresa Mozon (Eric); brothers, Michael, Timothy, Ronald, 
Carroll, Darrell, Reginald, Willie Carl, Alvin, Jeffery and Charles; sisters, Calvinetta, Evelyn and 
Cynthia; grandchildren, Brittanie, Anekka, Desmond, Cierra, Jasmine, Jacoby, Shakeal, 
Jonathan, AuStyshia, Makayla, Haley, Malacia, Eric and Bryson; one great grandson, very special 
sister in law & best friend Selma Demmons and Aunt Latrell Shaw and a host of other relatives 
and friends. 



In Memorial 

Please request that your funeral director send obituaries and pictures to the Paw Print Press. Our 
e-mail is bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us 

Obituaries may also be faxed to us at 254-687-2637 or brought directly to the high school at 123 N. 
College St.

There is no charge for publishing obituaries. 
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Do You Remember When . . .?

Mother’s Apron 

Columnist Carl Sweeney

This is the story about the versatility of the apron worn by our wives, mothers and grandmothers. 
Of course, the apron is still used today, but it obviously does not have as many functions as in days 
past. It was made of several materials from gingham, denim, cotton and other materials. The most 
popular in the time of our mothers and grandmothers was cotton made from flour and feed sacks, 
usually with a floral design. Most of them had a full length with a bib. The strings were usually 
made by cutting two narrow strips from the material, doubling and sewing it. It was about a half 
inch wide. Some aprons had buttons. The strings and buttons fastened in the back. Some were 
decorated with bias tape and rickrack.

As stated above the apron had many uses. They used it most often like a basket to carry things in. 
The bottom was simply pulled up to form the cup. When mother or grandmother gathered eggs, 
she carried them to the house in the apron. She also carried feed to the chickens in this manner 
and also to wave it and shoo the chickens from the garden or to herd them and also, to shoo flies 
from the dinner table. When the men were working in the fields, she summoned them to dinner by 
waving the apron out in the yard, as the men would be watching for it. It would be used to lift hot 
pans from the old wood cook stove. It was used to wipe sweat from her brow while she was 
cooking during the summer time, and she probably wiped her nose as well with the apron during 
allergy season.  

Wherever they went around the house, or farm she had the ever-present apron. If she happened to 
be walking around the place and discovered peaches or other fruit that had fallen, the ever-
present apron came into play again to carry it to the house. Late in the afternoon when she went to 
the woodpile for wood to cook breakfast, she again used her apron to carry it to the kitchen wood 
box. She also used it to wipe the tears of a young one who might have stumped his toe or cut a 
finger and that shy young girl might have hidden behind the apron if a stranger came by. When 
mother sat in the porch swing for a moment to rest and it happened to be a little cool, she simply 
pulled up the bottom over her chest and arms for warmth. 

The apron was used to cover various things, to keep flies off the pies cooling on the windowsill, or 
over the food on the dinner table. We usually left the food on the table from dinner until 
suppertime. We did not have a refrigerator to put it in anyway. It is a wonder we did not get food 
poisoning, but I don’t remember that we ever did.

If we looked down the road and saw visitors coming mother hurriedly dusted things with the 
apron, put on a clean one, fluffed her hair and just like that she was ready to greet them, with all 
the charm she could display in those days.

Some times the apron was used instead of being worn. It might be used as a cover when the baby 
took its nap. Even at the end of the day, it was usually put to some use, such as to cover the 
birdcage. And so it ends, a busy day for a very useful article of clothing, if it can be called such. 
Surely, that apron was at the top of the list, a valuable tool used around the home and farm. Oh! 
And last, but not least, let's not forget about the phrase, "Tied to mama’s apron strings!"

Itasca Chamber of Commerce

Annual Awards Banquet

Monday, January 30, 2006

7:00 p. m. – Itasca ISD Cafeteria

Tickets $10.00 - $12.00 at door

See a Chamber director for tickets. Fellowship, appetizers and the silent auction will begin at 6:30 
p.m. 

House for Sale

304 E. Wilkerson St. Itasca

3 bedrooms – 1 bath

20' x 30' out building with solid slab

can be used for garage or workshop

Will negotiate price 

254-687-2976 or

254-582-5057
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Wampus Cats of the Week

"Technology Staff" 

Reporter Jordan Lloyd 

Keeping the district wired and on the cutting edge of hi-technology are Technology Director 
Richard Wilson and his assistant Susan Crawford. 

 

Each campus has at least one computer lab that must be constantly maintained. Wilson and 
Crawford are also in charge of the network and up keep of all computers for the ISD. They 
recently set up the high school with all new computer systems with flat screens. 

"I’m so glad that the teachers were excited about their new computers." Crawford said, "The flat 
screens were in high demand." 

Wilson and Crawford spend many hours of the day tracking down computer viruses as well as 
fixing all of the many technological problems in the district.

"Special of the Week"

'05 Town Car

Signature Series, Loaded 

Selection! --From $25,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats

Paw Print Press

123 N. College 

Itasca, Texas 76055


