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Itasca ISD Honored with Recognized Rating Plaques

Mrs. Carolyn Hill of Region 12 presented each campus principal with a plaque commending them on the 
outstanding job they and their teachers had done to attain the accountability rating of "Recognized" in 
2005. School Board President Marquita Lloyd received a plaque acknowledging the district as a 
"Recognized" District. 

In order to be a Recognized District, all campus must meet the recognized standard. In the case of Itasca, 
all subgroups are counted and all must be in the recognized range.

Due to the more strenuous criterion for the 2005 testing period, fewer campus and still fewer districts, 
attained the Exemplary and Recognized Rating. 

If you are interested to see how well Itasca ISD stacks up to surrounding districts, you may log on to http://
www.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/scr/2005/campus.srch.html . 

Pictured accepting plaques are left to right: High School Principal Glenn Pittman, Middle School 
Principal Barry Durham, Elementary School Principal Karon Farquhar and School Board 
President Marquita Lloyd.

Local Turkeys Make Cover of Medical Journal

This photo of wild turkeys feeding in rural Itasca was chosen as the cover of the November 2005 
issue of the Dallas Medical Journal. It was taken by retired medical doctors Kathryn Willis and 
Joan Windmiller from a window in their home.

Itasca Weather 2005

By: Carl Sweeney

Itasca weather this year and last year were very different in relation to precipitation. In 2004, our 
total rainfall was a 50-year record for this observer. Our total rainfall last year was 55.82 inches, 
surpassing the old record of 55.02 set in 1957. The last two winters were relatively mild. The 
lowest in 2003 was 22 degrees; the lowest in 2004 was 24 degrees. 

Fall of 2005 started off with a cold spell in October. There was a light frost on October 7 and again 
on October 12. November had some record highs, but no cold weather. 

A record high of 90º was recorded on December 3, followed by a cold front with sleet and light 
snow with no accumulation. It was 17º on December 8 and 31º on December 9. December also 
brought record highs for the date with 81º and 80º on successive days. 

The spring in 2005 was more or less like November. There were a couple of 80º days in February. 
On March 9, it was 31º degrees for a low with a little ice. On March 27, we had some rain and 
sleet. There were a couple of inches of snow to the north of us, but not as far south as the Hill 
County line. 

April was normal, except that it was dry. May had a couple of record high days, 99º on May 21 
and 22. Our first 100º day was on June 30. There were three 100º days in July, and seven in 
August. We had some record highs in September. On September 11, it was 102º and 105° on 
September 26, and 104°on September 28. All of these temperatures set records. 

Continued on page 7.
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Community News

Churches of Itasca

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

Monday, January 23, 2006 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N. College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

First Saturday of month 9:00 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Itasca Volunteer Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will be accepting applications to fill Two (2) positions 
on the Planning and Zoning Committee. All interested persons can receive an application at Itasca 
City Hall, 126 N. Hill. The closing date for accepting applications will be January 13, 2005. For 
any questions, please call 687-2201. Felicia Mayberry

Office of Code Enforcement

December Police Report

12-1 – Assisted motorist – Exit 8 off ramp southbound

12-3 – Harassment report – 700 blk. Central St.

12-3 – Animal complaint – 400 blk. E. Wilkerson St.

12-3 – Aggravated robbery – 1500 blk. E. Main St.

12-4 – Assisted DPS - One vehicle accident – I-35-W mm 2

12-4 – Impounded vehicle – No driver's license or insurance - 1200 blk. E. Main St. 

12-5 – Drug paraphernalia found in vehicle – I-35-W mm 8 northbound

12-5 – Abandoned vehicle impounded – I-35-W mm 8 southbound

12-5 – Assisted motorist – Hill and Main Sts.

12-6 – Loud music complaint – 200 blk. W. Main St.

12-6 – Family violence – Assault – 300 blk. S. Hill St.

12-7 – One vehicle accident – I-35-W mm 8 

12-7 – One car rollover – I-35-W northbound – mm 7½

12-7 – Vehicle rollover – I-35-W mm 10

12-8 – Assisted motorist – I-35-W northbound mm 8

12-8 – Animal complaint – 300 blk. E. Henderson St.

12-8 - Impounded vehicle – No driver's license or insurance – I-35-W southbound mm 7.

12-8 – Assisted motorist – I-35-W southbound mm 8

12-8 – Suspicious person – 100 blk. College St.

12-8 – Possible stabbing – 400 blk. S. Front St.

12-9 – Vehicle theft – 200 blk. N. Wall St

12-9 – Animal complaint – 500 blk. N. Wesley St.

12-9 – Animal complaint – 700 blk. E. South St.

12-10 – Assisted Hill County Sheriff's Office – FM 66 E @ HCR 3344

12-10 – Assisted citizen in civil matter – 100 blk. E. North St.

12-11 – Loud vehicles complaint – 100 blk. Martin St.

12-11 - Impounded abandoned vehicle – I-35-W southbound – mm 8 

12-11 – Served outstanding warrants – 500 blk. K Lane

12-11 – 911 Hang-up call – 200 blk. Hill St.

12-12 – Marijuana found on side of road – I-35-W northbound – mm 11

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will be accepting applications for the Substandard 
Building Committee. The committee duties will be to deliberate and act on repairing, vacating, or 
demolishing substandard buildings or structures within the city. All interested persons can receive 
an application at Itasca City Hall, 126 N. Hill. January 13, 2005 will be the closing date for 
accepting applications. For any questions, please call 687- 2201. Felicia Mayberry

Office of Code Enforcement
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Community News

Lewis to Seek County Judge’s Post

Press Release

Aquilla resident Justin Lewis has announced his intentions to seek the Republican Party 
nomination for Hill County judge in the March Primary.

The candidate currently serves as vice president of operations for Aquilla Cattle and Poultry, a 
family-owned company that operates turkey farms in the southwest part of the county.

The Seguin native has served on the Aquilla Independent School District Board of Trustees since 
2002.

In filing for the position, Lewis said that he felt it was time for a change in leadership at the county 
level.

Financial accountability and responsibility, open government, economic development and road 
conditions were identified by Lewis as areas of interest.

"Tax revenue has doubled over the past seven years. Has the standard of living increased at that 
same rate? "I think there needs to be more accountability on where these increased revenues are 
spent," he said.

Assuring all residents have access to their county government through open meetings will be 
another goal of the candidate.

Marketing the county through economic development circles would be another priority for Lewis.

See Lewis on page 6.

Brackin to Seek

Precinct #2 JP Seat

Press Release

 

Texan and Hill County native David W. Brackin has announced his candidacy for Justice of the 
Peace Precinct #2 in the March Democratic Primary.

Born July 1, 1974, he was raised in Itasca by parents Regi Brackin and Sandra Tekell Brackin.

Growing up he learned strong and valuable work ethics working with his father at Brackin 
Electric & Air Conditioning, a family-owned business.

Brackin was also active in Boy Scout Troop 366 of Itasca.

In 1990, the family moved to Stephenville where he continued scouting and achieved the rank of 
Eagle Scout in 1992.

That same year he graduated from Stephenville High School and continued his education at 
Tarleton State University.

In 1995, he married Martha Waters of Stephenville and the couple relocated to Amarillo for her 
college training. Two years later, they moved to Itasca where he pursued his family trade of air 
conditioning.

He graduated from Lincoln Technical Institute in 1998 with a certificate in HVAC and 
Refrigeration.

The couple has two daughters, four-year-old Gillian Rose and 18-month-old Hannah Ruth, and 
the family still resides in Itasca.

See Brackin on page 6.

Leetun to Seek

Precinct #2 Seat

 

Press Release

Barbara Anne Leetun has announced her candidacy for the Precinct #2 Commissioner Seat. She 
will run on the Republican ticket. 

Leetun has lived in Hill County for more than 17 years. 

"Some of you know me with my hair down, but most know me wearing a cap. For my many 
friends and acquaintances, I may be most remembered as the "UPS Lady" that served this area 
for many years." 

In January of 1995, she married Robert W. Wilson, a plumber in Whitney. 

The couple currently resides in the Abbott area. Since leaving UPS, the couple has established an 
Angus cattle purebred and commercial seedstock ranch. 

"I came to this county with virtually nothing, but the community that I wish to serve has seen me 
work hard and steady to achieve my goals and meet my commitments," Leetun said.

As a candidate, her goal is to provide conservative, fiscal responsibility with some common sense 
and decency. 

"In the past 10 years, taxes have risen over 200%. There has been, in my opinion, very little, if 
any, correlation of additional county income with citizens’ needed services such as roads or even 
payroll increases 

See Leetun on page 6.
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Senior Spotlight - Michael Diggs 

Reporter Gabrielle Rivera

You have probably heard his name many times at Friday night football games, making 
touchdowns or tackling opponents. Some refer to him as Superman, because he is "so super," but 
he is Michael Paul Diggs Jr., 18 year old senior at Itasca High.

Itasca is Michael’s hometown and he says he has attended school here "forever." He belongs to a 
small group of seniors who are considered "The Real ’06." They are the ones who began school in 
Itasca and will graduate together.

Michael is the proud son of Michael Paul Sr. and the late Anna Diggs. Michael really admires his 
father.  

"The one person who has made a huge difference in my life would have to be my "Pops," Michael 
said. " He has really stepped up, and taken the responsibility of being a dad." 

Michael has four older sisters: Katina, Felicia, Tamica and Tanya and a pet Pit Bull dog, Trina. 
He has many plans and most of those include his favorite sport, football.

"My favorite sport is football," Michael said. "In ten years, I hope to be in the Pros, but first I 
want to go to the University of Houston and play football as a free safety." 

Michael is a running back and linebacker for the Mighty Itasca Wampus Cats. He has played on 
the varsity team since his freshman year of high school. During that time he has received many 
awards. He earned a place on the 1st Team All District for not only offense, but defense as well, 
during his junior and senior year. He has also earned the All State Defensive Back Award during 
his junior year, and was named the district Defensive MVP his senior year.  

"I love physical contact. Through football, I am able to release a lot of anger and frustration when 
I hit someone," Michael said.

At school, Michael always looks forward to chatting with his favorite teachers, Mrs. Petrash, Ms. 
Gordon, and Mrs. Hennig. 

"I like them because they are so sweet," Michael said. 

His favorite class is athletics, and he says he will "always remember the football games, but, I am 
very ready to graduate to explore outside of Itasca. I really hope to accomplish my goal of playing 
professional football in my future."

Michael loves to eat hot wings, enjoys playing basketball with friends, works at the Nike Outlet 
Store in the Hillsboro Mall, and loves the film Any Given Sunday. 

Friends are important to Michael, but he is choosey about them.

"I can’t stand people that talk too much, lie, or who are conceited," Michael said. "The best 
advice I can give anyone is be yourself, and don’t care what people think about you."

Michael would also like to say a few words to Coach Greg Cranfill, former Itasca ISD coach, Keith 
Crutsinger, and Mr. Don Rinehart. 

"Thank you for helping me make it this far, for allowing me to continue doing what I love best, 
and for giving me all of the chances in the world. Without your support and encouragement, I 
would not be who I am and where I am today." 

Martina McBride - Entertainer for Go Texan Trip 

The Reporter

Officials with the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo have announced that Martina McBride will 
be performing at the rodeo Saturday, March 4. The Hill County Area Go Texan Committee will 
be hosting a chartered-bus trip to the livestock show and rodeo to see the country music star.

Cost of the trip, which includes a ticket to the 3:45 p.m. rodeo performance at Reliant Stadium, is 
$50 per person.

Go Texan Ambassador Wayne Redding pointed out that those attending will have excellent seats 
in the lower level of the stadium. The bus will leave Whitney at 8 a.m. and make stops in Hillsboro 
at 8:20 a.m. and Hubbard at 8:45 a.m.

The bus will leave Houston at approximately 8 p.m. for the return trip home. For tickets, contact 
Ambassador Wayne Redding at 254-337-1531 in Whitney, Kennie Nowlin at 254-582-2531 in 
Hillsboro or Monte Blackburn at 254-576-2549 in Hubbard.
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Boys' Junior Varsity 

Basketball 

Reporters Mark Cummings & Caleb Mayberry

This year's JV team is young and full of energy. Practicing with the Varsity Basketball, the JV 
receives very little recognition, but they are very important to the program. 

The JV works hard during practice, many times taking a beating from the Varsity; but it makes 
them stronger when they play against another school. With the energy that the JV brings to 
practice, the varsity has to make sure they bring the same energy or else endure the wrath of 
Coach Cranfill. With the help of the JV, the Varsity gets better, and vice versa. The JV has 
competed really well during pre-district. They also start district Friday night against the Zebras in 
Grandview.

Playing on the JV squad are: Edgar Soto, Jesus Soto, Adam Handy, Dee Marshall, JJ Gonzales, JJ 
Perez, Chris Turner, Zech O’Rarden, and Peter Thongvong.

Girls' Junior Varsity 

Basketball

Reporter Alecia Evans

Although not much has been said about the girl’s junior varsity basketball team, they have been 
doing an excellent job on the court this year. They have been playing much better defense, as well 
as doing a good job of putting points on the board at the other end. 

The starters for the JV team this year are GiGi Morgan, Ebonie Scott, Rachel Anderson, Krystal 
Vaughn, and Mercedes Snyder. All members of the junior varsity team have been working hard 
with hopes of filling one of the four spots that will be left open on next year's team by the 
graduating varsity seniors. 

The JV Lady Cats are off to a great start in district play, by winning their first game against the 
JV Lady Eagles of Rio Vista. 

Wampus Cats – Lady Cats

Basketball Schedule

January

13 **Grandview Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

17 **Godley Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

19 Bosqueville Tournament GJV TBA

20 **Maypearl Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

24 **Rio Vista Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

27 **Keene Away All teams 2:30 p.m.

31 **Grandview Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

February

3 **Godley Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

7 **Maypearl (Senior Night) Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

10 **Rio Vista Away BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

14 **Keene Home BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

** District game

Jr. High Basketball Schedule

January

12 Keene Home 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

19 Grandview Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

21 Meridian Tournament 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B TBA

26 Godley Home 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Feb. 2 Maypearl Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Great Seats Still Available 

Reserve seating in the Itasca Special Event Center are on sale. Each pass is $50.00 and enables the 
owner to attend all regularly scheduled basketball games and any other school-sponsored event. 
(not Graduation Ceremony 2006 or any fund-raiser).

There are 126 seats (9 rows of 14 seats each) that are available for reservations, all located in the 
center section. Come to the high school office & view a schematic.

January 16 - 20 - Menu

Lunch 

1-16 – Holiday – Martin Luther King's Birthday

1-17 – Chili Dog or Chicken Strips, Ranch Beans, Cheesy Potatoes, Milk

1-18 – Pizza or Meatball Sub, Corn, Blushing Pears, Breadsticks, Milk

1-19 – Chicken Nuggets or Crispitos, Mac & Cheese, Fruit Slush, Brownie, Milk

1-20 – Cheeseburgers or Ham & Cheese Sandwich, Let/Tom/Pic/On, French Fries, Cookie, Milk

Breakfast 

1-16 – Holiday – Martin Luther King's Birthday 

1-17 – English Muffin, Sausage, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-18 – Blueberry Muffins, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-19 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-20 – Honey Buns, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk
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Harkins Files for 

Precinct 4 Commissioner

Press Release 

Lee Harkins has announced as Republican candidate for Hill County Commissioner, Precinct 4. 
He brings strong leadership, solid business and government experience, and a concern for 
responsible taxation and spending.

He and his wife, Jeri, moved to their permanent home in Hillsboro in 1999, where he managed the 
medical practice of Dr. Brenda Harkins, their daughter. Lee and Jeri are both active in church, 
civic, and community affairs. Lee is a small-town boy, born in Bellville, Texas and graduated from 
high school in Vernon. Jeri was born in Corpus Christi and graduated from high school in Pampa. 

They married in 1958 and have three children and seven grandchildren.

Lee rose to the grade of Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Air Force during a 21-year 
career. He then worked as Fiscal Vice President and later as Dean, serving two Texas colleges and 
one university, where he was responsible for multimillion-dollar budgets and complex business 
functions.

A Baylor graduate in mathematics, he went to Texas A&M for an intense one-year special 
meteorology program sponsored by the Air Force. He finished his formal education with a 
graduate degree in business through Ohio State University, and has attended numerous seminars, 
special training, and refresher courses, the most recent this year.

He states, "I will bring new experience, integrity, and a fresh outlook to the table as one of four 
county commissioners. I have always been bottom-line oriented and have a successful history of 
getting things done with a team. I will pursue two goals: 1) hold ad valorem tax increases to no 
more than half the inflation rate; and 2) take a more businesslike look at any new spending. I 
would appreciate hearing from interested voters at 254-580-2652 or leeharkins@sbcglobal.net." 

Lewis

Continued from page 3

"Currently, our young people go off to school and end up in Dallas or Austin or Houston because 
there is nothing for them to come back to. We need to market the county to attract companies that 
would provide jobs for our young people," he added.

While he realizes commissioners are doing what they can with the roads in the county, "they need 
some help."

"The roads were bad when members of the court were elected and they are still bad today," he 
said. "I think everybody agrees we need to come up with a plan to improve the many miles of 
roads in the county."

Lewis is a graduate of Texas A & M University, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
agriculture development. He and his wife, Courtney, have one daughter, Elizabeth.

"I have experience in taking a business and turning it around and that is what I want to do for 
Hill County. I will provide leadership for the 21st century, and I ask the public for its support," he 
added.

Brackin

Continued from page 3

They are members of Walnut Street Baptist Church in Hillsboro where he served as an ordained 
deacon.

Brackin has been working for Klund Services in Joshua for the past five years and Mrs. Brackin 
currently works in the Hill County Clerk’s office as a deputy clerk.

The candidate said that he is looking forward to serving the public. At his present job, he serves 
the public on a daily basis, meeting new people and challenges.

"The office of the Justice of the Peace will be a great responsibility. It will be an opportunity to 
invest back to the community that has invested in me." Brackin added, "If given the responsibility 
I will uphold the elected office and serve with honesty, integrity, dependability and availability."

He encourages an open door policy and invites any questions, concerns or comments by contacting 
him at 254-266-0053. You may also email Brackin at davbrack@sbcglobal.net

Leetun

Continued from page 3

for our well-deserving county employees, who are actually responsible for making this county 
function," Leetun said.

"I will not make your normal political promises, but I believe the citizens of this county deserve 
better representation and more fiscal responsibility than they are currently receiving. I welcome 
comments, questions and/or suggestions and can be contacted at 254 337 0283." 
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Senior Spotlight

Mollie Isbell 

Reporter Magen Middleton

"I am bubbly, loud, and compassionate," said seventeen-year-old Mollie Beth Isbell about herself. 
"I have a big smile, I’m taller than most girls and boys, I’m freakishly strong, and I can be "fake" 
happy anytime I want to. I can also make a three leaf clover with my tongue and fold it over."

Mollie is the daughter of Jan Williams and Damon Isbell. She has one brother, Brian, 21, and a 
sister, Kaleigh, 16. She has lots of pets; a goat, Ramshot, two mink cats that live inside her house, 
Burt and Sally, a dog named Fatty who is half boxer half chow, and three outside cats: Alice, 
Sofie, and Junior.

"My mom is wonderful, although she can be really goofy sometimes;" Mollie said. "She always 
puts her children before her own needs."

Since Mollie began attending Itasca High School as a freshman, she has been involved in Student 
Council and is now serving as the Senior Class Secretary. This year Mollie is also involved in FFA 
and showed her goat at the Hill County Fair.

"Whenever I’m not at school, I’m usually watching TV, working as a hostess at Lonestar Café in 
Hillsboro, going to church at College Hill Church of Christ, or hanging out with my boyfriend of 
seven months, Jarrett Shipp."

Mollie also enjoys spending time with her friends.

"We call ourselves the ’06 chicks because we’re the girls! I look for friends that are not really 
conceited or psycho."

Like most seniors, Mollie is very ready to graduate. 

"I’ll always remember, though, that when I was finally a senior, I still couldn’t leave campus for 
lunch because I had too many tardies and absences. It’s absurd! Also, on a better note, I’ll 
remember my favorite classes, break, lunch, and fifth period and my favorite teachers, Mr. 
Strawn and Coach Wolfe."

"After I graduate my plans are to become either a dental hygienist or an elementary school 
teacher. I also want to eventually get married and have one child, preferably a boy."

Mollie’s advice to underclassmen is, "High school’s not a big deal, don’t take everything too 
serious."

HILCO Teams With Local

Independent Beauty Consultant

Press Release

Bridgett Moore, Independent Beauty Consultant with Mary Kay, right, is shown here with 
HILCO employees Gloria Rodriguez, Lea Sanders and Rhonda Trejo as she picked up items 
collected for the Women’s Shelter in Waco. 

HILCO Electric Cooperative in Itasca has once again teamed with Bridgett Moore, Independent 
Beauty Consultant with Mary Kay Cosmetics in Hillsboro, to provide items for the Women’s 
Shelter in Waco. 

HILCO employees and members of the community donated several articles of clothing suitable for 
business attire. The clothing and donated cosmetics will allow the women, who often leave perilous 
situations with only the clothes they are wearing, to seek employment and reestablish themselves 
in their new lives. Christmas items for their children are usually provided by local agencies and 
organizations, but the women are often forgotten or overlooked during the holiday season. 

Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultants are working with women’s shelters across Texas and 
other states to help make Christmas a little brighter and the future more promising for these 
women. 

Weather

Continued from page 1

The year of 2005 was very dry. Precipitation by the month was:

January 2.83" July 1.16

February 3.23 August 2.09

March 3.57 September 1.88

April 1.69 October 0.13

May 3.23 November 1.21

June 1.21 December 0.58

Total for the year was 22.81"

Normal for a year is 35.50"

This was the driest year since 1963, when we recorded only 18.95" of precipitation. 
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor: I have been receiving the Paw Print Press every week for the last few years and I 
must say I enjoy reading it. I also enjoy reading about my grandchildren who attend or have 
attended school there.

I have been following Katelyn Seaman’s essay and found it interesting and informative. However, 
she made a statement that is not true regarding hospitals in Italy: "that they are dirty and that 
they don’t have a lot of stuff that we have here in the U.S."

I completely disagree with this statement. My husband and I were involved in an automobile 
accident in Mestre, Italy in April (2005) and we had to be taken to hospitals in the surrounding 
area. I was taken by helicopter to a trauma hospital: Presidio Ospedale Civile di Mestre and my 
husband to Azienda ULSS N. Veneto Orientale. Because of the nature of my injuries I was given 
painkillers and had to have different tests including X-rays, CAT scans, MRI’s and because I lost 
my glasses in the accident an eye exam by a very competent ophthalmologist.

I stayed in the hospital for five days and received the best care. Rooms were cleaned up every 
single day and doctors and nurses were extremely caring and knew exactly what they were doing. 
Also, the food was excellent. When I left I was given the results of all the tests, x-rays, CAT scans, 
etc. so that I could give them to my doctor in the U.S. I have a lot of respect and appreciation for 
the hospital personnel, doctors, nurses, etc. and to say otherwise, would be degrading them. 

Sincerely, Evie Monticone

Coach Brenton Hughes Scholarship Fund 

A scholarship fund has been set up in honor of Itasca High School Coach Brenton Hughes. If you 
would like to donate to this fund in Hughes’s honor, send it to Brenton Hughes Scholarship Fund, 
℅Tresa Rinehart, 123 N. College St., Itasca, TX 76055. All donations are appreciated. 

 

Itasca Chamber of Commerce

Annual Awards Banquet

The Itasca Chamber of Commerce will hold its annual awards banquet Monday, January 30, 2006 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Itasca ISD cafeteria. Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door. See 
Chamber Directors Bob Wilson, Eunice Conger, Tracy Fehnel, Dave Heald, Charles Jones, Clay 
Dean Hamilton, Betty Sumner, Margaret Dyson, Diane Taylor, Paul Reece, Lance Meinzer and 
Barbara Petrash for tickets. 

Fellowship, appetizers and the silent auction will begin at 6:30 p.m. and dinner is served at 7:00 p.
m.

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in the 
community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the area. This 
program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites for meals, or to 
help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag lunches or salads. Games 
and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more information 
you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-5437, 
TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, ktaber@itasca.
k12.tx.us

Antique Alley & 15 Mile Sale

April 21-23, 2006

The April Antique alley and 15 Mile Sale is looking for entertainers. They are looking for "street" 
type entertainers such as jugglers, mimes and maybe clowns. Any age group is welcome. Contact 
Nita Redmon at 817-240-4948. 

Houses for Rent in Itasca

A one-bedroom house & a two-bedroom house

Call 687-2709

Baylor Rural Health Center

106 W. Adams – Itasca

254-687-2437 – 254-687-2439



Providing Primary Health Care to You & Your Family

Se habla espanol

We accept most insurance plans. Walk-ins welcome!

Hours:

Monday& Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday – 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch 12-1 Monday - Friday
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Recent Deaths 

Tekell, Adron - Mr. Adron Tekell, 78, of Bynum died December 24, 2005, at Hill Regional 
Hospital in Hillsboro.

He was born on January 21, 1927, in Wingate, son of Newton and Ruby Ivy Tekell, and grew up in 
Hill County. He was a veteran of the United States Air Force. On January 3, 1948, he married 
Reva Jo Patterson. For all of his adult life, he farmed and ranched in the Brandon-Bynum area. 
He was a member of Walnut Street Baptist Church of Hillsboro, where he served as a deacon and 
past Sunday school superintendent.

Survivors include: his wife, Jo Tekell of Bynum; three sons, Ricky Tekell and wife, Mary Dawn, of 
Weatherford, David Tekell and wife, Aimee, of Smithfield, Utah and Ronny Tekell and wife, 
Amanda, of Bullard; four brothers, Harold Tekell and wife, Jean, and Melvin Tekell and wife, 
Faye, all of Hillsboro, Charles Tekell and wife, Becky, of Itasca and Jerry Tekell of Italy; two 
sisters, Joyce Boyd and husband, Zippy, and Dorothy Duncan, all of Hillsboro; and six 
grandchildren, Chanse Tekell, Haley Tekell, Kaylin Tekell, Emily Tekell, Justin Tekell and Les 
Jenson. 

Lynch, Earl T. Jr. – Earl Lynch, 61, went home to be with his Lord on December 20, 2005. He was 
the son of Earl T. Lynch Sr. and the late Lois M. Lynch of Itasca. 

He was born May 20, 1944 in Files Valley. He graduated from Itasca High School in 1963. He was 
married to Susan Geiken on July 28, 1965. They lived in Itasca until 3 years ago when their home 
burned. He served as a deacon at first Baptist Church of Itasca. He was employed by Miller 
Brewing Co. at Fort Worth for 36 years. 

He was preceded in death by his loving mother Lois Lynch on December 15, 2004. 

Survivors are: his loving wife of 40 years, Sue Lynch; daughter Lisa Johnson and husband Mike 
of Houston; son Sgt. 1st Class Guy Lynch and wife Joyce of Fort Sill, Oklahoma; father Earl T. 
Lynch Sr.; sister Diann Villarreal both of Itasca; two nieces and four grandchildren.

Funeral was December 27, 2005 in Laurel Land Memorial Chapel. Burial was at Laurel Land 
Park. 

He will be deeply missed by family and friends. 

Westberry, H. C. "Preacher" - H. C. "Preacher" Westberry, 92, died January 4, 2006 at Hillcrest 
Baptist Medical Center in Waco, Texas. 

He was born May 3, 1913, in Files Valley to Hubert and Martha Cheek Westberry. He was raised 
and graduated high school in the Files Valley community and attended Texas A & M University.

He married Mary Morris on September 17, 1936 in Paducah, Texas. He farmed and ranched for 
several years before starting a feed store in Itasca in 1947. He also ran a store in Cleburne and 
owned and operated Westberry’s Farm and Ranch Supply in Hillsboro, until his retirement in the 
mid 1980s. 

He was a member of First Presbyterian Church in Itasca and very active in the Heart of Texas 
and Whitney Chapters of Alcoholics Anonymous serving in a leadership role. He participated two 
nights every week as long as he was able to drive and would have received his 45-year chip this 
month. 

Preceding him in death were his parents; wife, Mary Westberry, on November 23, 1996; a son, 
Hubert Morris "Butch" Westberry, in 1959; three brothers; and one sister. 

Survivors are 5 daughter, Ann Elder and husband, Marvin, of Carrollton; Linda Morman and 
husband, Greg of Crystal River, Florida; Mary Crouch and husband, John, of Itasca; Janice 
Goodman and husband, William, of Hillsboro; Carol Keeton and husband, Stan, of San Antonio; 
14 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren. 

Graveside services for H.C. Westberry were held January 7, 2006 at Itasca Cemetery with Rev. 
Mike Morgan officiating. 

Memorials made be made to the American Cancer Society, 337 Carr St., Hillsboro, Texas 76645. 

Paw Print Press Subscription 

Have a news story, human-interest story, or need to advertise your business or garage sale? Call 
254-687-2922 ext 158 or e-mail us at bpetrash@itasca.k12.tx.us or you may send articles for 
publication to: Paw Print Press, 123 N College St., Itasca, TX 76055. We do not charge for ads, but 
we do accept donations for our scholarship fund.

If you would like to subscribe to the Paw Print Press, send a check for $22, to Paw Print Press, 123 
N College St., Itasca, TX 76055 along with your correct mailing address.

The Paw Print Press is in its 9th year of publication. 605 copies are printed each week, which 
includes 260 paid mail-out subscriptions, 45 paid hand-delivered subscriptions, 170 copies 
distributed in downtown Itasca, 125 copies sold on campus and 5 issues put in permanent file.
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Wampus Cats of the Week

"Elementary Super Citizens" 

Reporter Christy Lewis 

At the end of each 6-week period, each class in the elementary school (Pre-K-4), honors one of its 
students as a "Super Citizen." The criterion for being chosen is different in each room, but the 
rewards are the same for all "Super Citizens." They each receive a ribbon, their name is proudly 
displayed in their school and classroom, but the best part of being a "Super Citizen" is that you 
get to have lunch with the PALs in the high school and watch a movie (pictured above). 

The 3rd six-weeks Super citizens are: John Thomas Cardona, Rachele Wood, Jocelyn Ali, Danny 
Coronado, Brayden Hennig, Kierra Clayborn, Jeremiah Perkins, Callie Pittman, Bradley 
Martinez, Haley Rodriguez, Bailey Vaughan, Peyton Cordell, Shannon Rodriguez, Kameron 
Mayberry, Sam Orr and Jordan Whitfield.

"Special of the Week" 

'05 Focus ZX4 SE

Loaded, Auto, 15K Mileage 

Fuel Saver

$11,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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