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Representative Pitts Speaks at Rotary 
Meeting

Reporter Alecia Evans

Jim Pitts, Texas State Representative for District 10, and the newly appointed Chairman of 
the House of Appropriations Committee, visited Itasca and spoke to the Rotary Club on 
December 22. 

Pitts spoke to the Rotarians and other members of the community on a number of issues, 
including school finance and the way school funding might effect taxing in the area. 

Pitts recently filed for re-election to the House of Representatives where he has served since 
1993. In June 2005, Texas Monthly magazine named Pitts one of the ten-best legislators of 
the 79th legislative session. 

Additional Names added to Veterans 
Memorial 

The completed Itasca Veterans Memorial was dedicated September 23, but names are still 
being added to the lists. Since the dedication, Graham's Lettering Company added several 
names. 

The Memorial is a Rotary Club project and anyone needing information about adding a 
name should contact a member of the Memorial Committee or Club President Lance 
Meinzer.

 

Citizens Urged to Take Outdoor-Burn Ban to 
Next Level

Hill County has been under an outdoor burn ban for several weeks. Last week Hill County 
Judge Kenneth Davis went even further by issuing an order prohibiting the use of 
combustible materials outdoors. This ban covered the use of fireworks, but it also included 
other outdoor activities such as welding that could possibly cause a fire. 

Itasca officials wish to remind citizens that our town is surrounded by large open fields, 
which are covered in dry grass. They urge citizens to remember that a burn ban is in effect 
for fires outside the city limits and that they are always against the law inside the city limits. 
They urge citizens also to restrain from outdoor cooking both inside and outside Itasca city 
limits. 

Cooking on a grill is not included in the ban, but Itasca City Hall asks that Itasca be on the 
safe side and cook indoors. This request was issued due to the large number of days of high 
winds the area has experienced lately. One spark from a barbeque grill could cause the 
same devastation as a spark from a welder's torch or a firecracker.

Everyone is reminded to use the car ashtray and be careful with cigarettes. It is believed 
that one of the fires last week was started by a cigarette carelessly thrown down. 

Keep Itasca safe by acting responsibly. It is a fact that human carelessness is responsible for 
most wildfires.

Baylor Clinic, Family Book Stores Donate 
Bears

Reporter Christy Lewis 

Judy Offutt of the Itasca Presbyterian Children's Home accepted eighty-three bears from 
Becky Harvey of the Itasca Baylor Rural Health Center and a representative of Family 
Christian Book stores.

Both the Itasca and the Waxahachie children's homes were recipients of the cute bears. 
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Community News

Churches of Itasca
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist W. Spurgeon 687-2800

Central Baptist Church 401 E. Monroe 687-2343

Church of Christ 200 N. Aquilla 687-2774

First Baptist Church 107 S. Lamar 687-2783

First Presbyterian Church 106 N. Lamar 687-2243

First United Methodist Main & King St. 687-2475

Loveview Baptist Church FM 2959 East of I-35

Second Baptist Church 20 W. Marrion 687-2224

Shiloh Community Church 254-582-0487

St. John Missionary Baptist 506 S. Weaver 687-2821

3rd Day Worship Center 107 E. Adams 214 564-2185

Itasca Nursing Home Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome Monday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 6 p.m. 

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

Itasca City Council Meeting

Monday, January 23, 2006 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Court Building 136 N. Hill St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

IISD Superintendent's Office 123 N College St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Last Monday of Month 5:30 p.m. 

Farrow Room E. Main St.

All interested persons are welcomed!

Itasca Ministerial Alliance Meeting

January 7 9:00 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Itasca Volunteer Fire Department Meetings

2nd Monday of Month Business Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

3rd Monday of Month Fire Training - 7:00 p.m. 

Fire Station Downtown Itasca

All interested persons are welcomed!
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Sponsor& Publisher - Barbara Petrash

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will be accepting applications for the 
Substandard Building Committee. The committee duties will be to deliberate and act on 
repairing, vacating, or demolishing substandard buildings or structures within the city. All 
interested persons can receive an application at Itasca City Hall, 126 N. Hill. January 13, 
2005 will be the closing date for accepting applications. For any questions, please call 687- 
2201. Felicia Mayberry

Office of Code Enforcement

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the City of Itasca will be accepting applications to fill Two (2) 
positions on the Planning and Zoning Committee. All interested persons can receive an 
application at Itasca City Hall, 126 N. Hill. The closing date for accepting applications will 
be January 13, 2005. For any questions, please call 687-2201. 

Felicia Mayberry

Office of Code Enforcement

November Police Report
Arrests Cases Filed

2 Felony 2 District Attorney

8 Misdemeanor 8 County Attorney

2 Other Agency

Traffic Citations

373 Moving 112 Non-Moving 34 Warnings

Class "C" Citations

1 Public Intoxication

1 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

1 Dog at Large City Ordinance Violation

November Fire Department Report
Fire Calls City County

Grass/Brush 4

Haz-Mat 1

Assist EMS 2

Motor Vehicle Collision 2

Other 2

Mutual Aid Given 2 Mutual Aid Received 1

Time in Service 29 hrs. 01 mins.

Total Man Hours 86 hrs. 01 mins.

6:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 6 6:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. 5

Total Mileage 124
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McGregor for 

Re-Election 

Press Release

Sixty-Sixth State District Judge F.B. (Bob) McGregor, Jr. announced today that he will seek 
re-election. First appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate in 1993, the 
Judge has been re-elected in each subsequent election cycle. In making the announcement, 
he said, "After careful consultation with my wife, I announce today that I will be seeking re-
election. It has been one of the great privileges of my life to have the opportunity to serve as 
your district judge, and if you decide to return me to that role, I agree to serve, with sincere 
and humble thanks. In this job, many difficult decisions must be daily made, often having 
profound effect on those involved."

"Not everyone agrees, or is pleased, with every one of the many decisions the district judge 
must make. Nevertheless, I have tried to serve our people fairly, honestly and honorably, 
and to the best of my ability."

The judge earned his bachelor degree from Baylor University and a master degree from 
Tarleton State University and the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from South Texas 
College of Law. He is licensed in all the courts of Texas, United States District and Appeals 
Courts, and by the Supreme Court of the United States. He is past president of the Hill 
County Bar Association.  He is a member of the College of the State Bar of Texas, and was 
recently elected by his peers to serve as a Director of the Judicial Section, State Bar of 
Texas. He was in the private practice of law for 13 years prior to commencing judicial 
service. He is also a certified Texas teacher and previously held teaching assignments in the 
West ISD, and Columbus ISD, and was an adjunct instructor at Hill College. Judge 
McGregor has been married to the former Brenda Battles for over 31 years. Mrs. 
McGregor is a longtime schoolteacher in Hill County, and currently teaches kindergarten 
at Franklin School. The couple has two grown children, Jason and Aaron.

Civic involvement includes: past president of the Lions Club, Chairman of the Heart 
Association, executive committeeman Boy Scouts, 4-H Planning Council, Young Life 
Director, officer of the Heritage League and Historical Commission, Co-Chairman of the 
John Ben Shepperd Youth Leadership Forum and Juvenile Board Chair. He was named 
"Citizen of the Year" by the Chamber of Commerce in 2002. He is a Mason. The judge has 
taught the Downtown Bible Class for many years, and is an active member of First Baptist 
Church, where he serves as a deacon.

 

 

County Judge to Seek 

Re-Election

Press Release

County Judge Kenneth Davis has announced his candidacy for re-election in the March 
2006 Democratic Primary.

The judge was born and raised in Hill County, graduated from Hillsboro High School, 
received a Bachelor degree in business ad-ministration from Baylor University and later 
earned a Master degree in counseling.

He taught school in Whitney, Everman and Hillsboro before entering the political arena in 
1970 when he was elected commissioner of Precinct #4 in Hill County.

Davis served in that capacity for 19 years before being named women’s basketball coach at 
Hill College and later dean of students.

Judge Davis re-entered local politics in 1998, seeking election to the county judge’s position, 
which he has held since December 1, 1998.

Davis and his high school sweetheart, Gloria Schronk, live on the family farm outside of 
Itasca where they raised their son, Harley, who is a teacher/coach at Penelope.

Harley and his wife, Sherry, who Judge Davis refers to as "the mother of our two precious 
grand-children," Nolan and Joseph, reside just across the road from his parents.

"I have enjoyed serving the people of Hill County and would like to continue in that 
capacity for another term.  "We have witnessed some growth in Hill County, and prospects 
are good for that trend to continue in the future."

"I will serve Hill County to the best of my ability in a positive, conservative manner if 
allowed to remain as your county judge."

The judge added, "Hill County is a great place to raise a family and educate our children 
and grandchildren."

"We can enjoy the environment of a rural setting, yet be within one hour or less of a major 
metropolitan shopping and entertainment area."

"Hill County is blessed, and I hope that you will allow me to continue to serve you in this 
leadership position."

 

Court-At-Law Judge to Seek Full Term 

Press Release

Hill County’s first Court-At-Law Judge Lee Harris has announced his candidacy for the 
position in the March Republican Primary.

Harris was appointed judge in July by Hill County Commissioners’ Court.

The county court-at-law was created by the Texas Legislature this past spring and began 
operations September 1.

The judge graduated cum laude from Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches before 
earning his law degree from Baylor University School of Law in 1993.

Judge Harris practiced in Clifton after law school before joining the Hillsboro firm of 
McGregor and Carmichael for a year.

He had an office in Whitney from 1995 until he took the bench, handling family, real estate, 
personal-injury and criminal-defense cases.

The judge also assisted District Attorney Dan V. Dent as a district attorney pro tem the past 
five years on felony probation-violation cases and civil forfeitures in the 66th District Court 
on a contract basis.

"It is an honor to serve the people of Hill County as court-at-law judge, and I look forward 
to continuing to serve should the voters see fit to return me to the position," the candidate 
said.  Since taking office, the judge said that he has worked hard to assure his court was 
progressively working to reduce the backlog of cases on the docket and to provide a 
speedier justice process for residents of the county.

"We continue to look for ways to improve and recently received an Indigent-Defense Fund 
grant to provide video conferencing for the courtrooms," he pointed out.  Judge Harris and 
his wife, Holly, have two daughters, Liz and Sarah. They reside on a cattle ranch west, 
northwest of Aquilla.
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Senior Spotlight 

Serena Nettles
Reporter Magen Middleton 

"I’m quiet, indecisive, smart, tall, and also left 
handed," eighteen-year-old Serena Jeton Nettles 
said about herself. She’s not lying about being 
smart because Serena is ranked third in this 
year’s graduating class.

Serena is the daughter of Jerry and Connie Nettles and older sister of Garrett, a junior at 
IHS, and ten-year-old Weston.

"My mom is my role model," Serena said. She’s always been there for anyone who needs 
her. My family is really fun because we love to make jokes and laugh."

This is Serena’s first year at Itasca High School and she is a member of the PAL program. 

"Some things that I’ll always remember about Itasca are that everybody’s really open, my 
favorite classes PAL and library aide, and my favorite teacher Mrs. Weatherly. I’ll 
remember my friends Kyle, Tatum, and Chase. We like to laugh and have fun. They all 
have a great sense of humor and I can trust them because that is important in a friendship. 
My biggest pet peeve is people who aren’t honest." 

Serena is a member of the Central Baptist Church in Hillsboro and in her spare time, she 
enjoys reading. 

"I love action history books," she said, "but my favorite book of all time is the children’s 
book Ella Enchanted."

As her senior year winds down, Serena has a 
number of short and long-range goals and plans. 

 

"I’m hoping to start helping with Habitat for Humanity and I am trying to get an 
internship at Kimbrell Art Museum," Serena said. "I’m still narrowing down my college 
possibilities, but I want to major in art history, international business, French, or something 
where I can travel. In ten years I see myself as being successful with lots of money and 
traveling the world."

"I leave this advice to the underclassmen, ‘live, love, laugh, and always reach for your 
dreams.’"

 

Cat Cheerleaders 

5th at National Competition
Reporter Brittany DeSpain

The Itasca Varsity 
Cheerleaders represented 

Itasca well at the 2005 NCA 
National Championship 

Competition with a fifth place 
finish over all. The squad’s 

practice, time, and effort 
really paid off in both of their 
performances. They traveled 

to Dallas on December 27. 
After settling into their rooms 

at the Adam’s Mark Hotel, 
they began to practice even 

more to perfect their routine. 
The squad competed in the 

preliminary round early the 
next morning at the Dallas Convention Center. 

The first routine went perfectly, without any falls and advanced the squad into the final 
round. One final practice that night had the girls ready to go for what was ahead of them 
the next morning. On the morning of December 29, the squad rose early to be the first in 
their division to compete in the final round. The cheerleaders set the standard high again 
with another perfectly nailed routine. The Itasca Varsity Cheerleaders were one of the two 
squads that morning to have a perfect routine without any falls. 

"The energy onstage and the enthusiasm from our crowd were amazing. This truly was an 
awesome experience for everyone," the whole squad said. 

"Although the road was paved with what seemed like endless hours of practice, bruises, 
sprained ankles and sore muscles, the journey to the National Competition was well worth 
the ride. The girls represented their community and their school with great pride and 
dignity. I am very proud of the Itasca Varsity Cheerleaders. Their hard work, dedication 
and determination helped them to overcome many obstacles and allowed them to obtain 5th 
place in the National Varsity Non-Tumbling division. Both performances (prelims and 
finals) were flawless. Once again, I would like to thank each individual who helped make 
this happen. An invitation like this can’t be bought and doesn’t come around everyday." (as 
written and stated by Kelly Tinklenberg, Cheerleading coach) 

The Itasca Varsity Cheerleaders were appreciative of all the support they received. They 
thank everyone for their support and for helping to make this opportunity possible. 
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Wampus Cats Gear Up

for District Play
Reporter Mark Cummings

The basketball boys have been working and playing hard for the upcoming 2006 district 
games. The Cats hold an 11-4 record with two games remaining before district. They 
recently played Meridian where they received one of their defeats. A game winning two 
pointer and many turnovers by the Cats decided the game. 

The Cats are working to get rid of all the mistakes and turnovers before district. With 
upcoming games against Bruceville-Eddy on January 3 and Venus on January 6, the Cats 
need to prove to the fans and to themselves that they will be ready for a tough 11-AA 
district. The district is the same as football season, with the Cats meeting Grandview, 
Keene, Rio Vista, Maypearl, and Godley. 

Although the Lady Cats begin district Friday, January 6, against Rio Vista, the boys start 
district on Tuesday, January 13, in Grandview. 

Lady Cats 

Reporter Alecia Evans 

The Lady Wampus Cats have been working hard in preparation for the 2006 district 
basketball season. Over the Christmas break, the Lady Cats practiced hard working on 
numerous fundamentals as well as their plays. 

After the injury of one of their starters, the Lady Cats struggled somewhat, however, the 
team is ready to play. The girls are hoping for a good season and will continue to work hard 
to prepare for the difficult teams they will face in district play. 

 

Former I.H.S. Coach Brenton Hughes Scholarship Fund 

A scholarship fund has been set up in honor of Itasca High School Coach Brenton Hughes. 
If you would like to make a donation to this fund in Hughes’s honor, send it to Brenton 
Hughes Scholarship Fund, ℅Tresa Rinehart, 123 N. College St., Itasca, TX 76055. All 
donations are appreciated. 

Wampus Cats – Lady Cats

Basketball Schedule

January

6 Venus Home BJV, BV 5:00 p.m.

6 **Rio Vista Away GJV, GV 6:00 p.m.

10 **Keene Home GJV, GV 4:00 p.m.

13 **Grandview Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

17 **Godley Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

19 Bosqueville Tournament GJV TBA

20 **Maypearl Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

24 **Rio Vista Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

27 **Keene Away All teams 2:30 p.m.

31 **Grandview Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

February

3 **Godley Away All teams 4:00 p.m.

7 **Maypearl (Senior Night) Home All teams 4:00 p.m.

10 **Rio Vista Away BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

14 **Keene Home BJV, BV 6:00 p.m.

** District game

Jr. High Basketball Schedule

January

12 Keene Home 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

19 Grandview Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

21 Meridian Tournament 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B TBA

26 Godley Home 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Feb. 2 Maypearl Away 7G, 7B, 8G, 8B 4:00

Great Seats Still Available 

Reserve seating in the Itasca Special Event Center are on sale. Each pass is $50.00 and 
enables the owner to attend all regularly scheduled basketball games any other school-
sponsored event. (not Graduation Ceremony 2006 or any fund-raiser).

There are 126 seats (9 rows of 14 seats each) that are available for reservations, all located 
in the center section. Come to the high school office & view a schematic

January 9 - 13 - Menu

Lunch 

1-9 – Chicken or Steak sandwich, Chips, Baked Beans, Fruit Slush, Milk

1-10 – Burrito or Barbeque, Mexicorn, Blushing Pears, Mac & Cheese, Milk

1-11 – Pizza & Crispito, Pasta Salad, Peaches, Milk

1-12 – Steak Fingers or Chicken Strips, Scallop Potatoes, Green Beans, Milk

1-13 – Cheeseburgers or Fish Sandwich, Let/Tom/Pic/On, French Fries, Cobbler, Milk

Breakfast 

1-9 – Biscuits, Sausage Gravy, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-10 – Breakfast Pizza, Toast,, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-11 – Fruit Strudel, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-12 – Sausage Biscuit, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk

1-13 – Cinnamon Rolls, Toast, Juice, Fruit, Milk
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Daniel To Seek Seat 

On Court

Press Release

Hill County native Joe Daniel has announced his candidacy for the Precinct #4 seat on the 
Hill County Commissioners’ Court.



The candidate was born and raised in the Malone area and graduated from Bynum High 
School.

He worked for Republic Bank in Dallas for three years before embarking on a 35-year 
career with SBC Communications.

The final 13 years with the telephone company, he served as manager over installation and 
repair, with responsibilities in Hillsboro, Itasca, Meridian, McGregor, Eddy and Oglesby.

"As commissioner, I would use my management experience to make prudent financial 
decisions for the county and the precinct," the Democrat said.

Daniel and his late wife, Sue, returned to Hillsboro in 1972. He has a daughter and son and 
three grandchildren.

He is a member of First Baptist Church in Hillsboro, where he serves as chairman of the 
Building and Grounds Committee.

The candidate has been a member of the Hillsboro Lions Club for over 20 years and is also 
a member of Hillsboro Masonic Lodge #196.

"I would like to take this opportunity to ask the voters of Precinct #4 for their support and 
vote in the March 7 primary," Daniel concluded by saying.

 

Volunteers Needed

Press Release

The Texas Health & Human Services Commission and Itasca ISD are seeking volunteers in 
the community to participate in a Summer Food Service Program for the children in the 
area. This program will need to include volunteers to car pool children to designated sites 
for meals, or to help delivery meals to designated sites. Meals can be as simple as bag 
lunches or salads. Games and other recreational activities may also be utilized to attract 
children. 

There are a few options to operating the Summer Food Service Program. For more 
information you may contact Teri Balog at the Texas Department of Agriculture, 888-839-
5437, TeriBalog@agr.state.tx.us or Karen Taber at Itasca ISD, 254-687-2922 ext. 129, 
ktaber@itasca.k12.tx.us
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HILCO Adopts Troops in 

Iraq for Christmas

Press Release 

HILCO employees Jill Huggins, Lisa Coulter and Rick Hardin are pictured here loading 
packages destined for Iraq. HILCO Electric Cooperative sends care packages to soldiers 
every week through the Any Soldier program, but with special help from HILCO members, 
the cooperative "adopted" two units of soldiers serving in Iraq this year for Christmas. 

The members helped the co-op obtain wish lists from the men and women serving in 
platoons in Baghdad and Taji, Iraq. The soldiers request simple items that most of us take 
for granted like toothbrushes, toothpaste, lip balm, unscented soaps, deodorants, unscented 
baby wipes, paper, pens, packaged snacks, Ziplock baggies, etc.

Any Soldier, Inc. is a nonpartisan program funded by individual contributions and 
donations. Individuals are encouraged to send letters and "care packages" throughout the 
year to our soldiers abroad in all branches of the service who are serving our country. 
Learn more about the program by logging on to AnySoldier.com.

Hill County Genealogical Society Meeting

Press Release

The January meeting of the Hill County Genealogical Society (HCGS) has been moved to 
Monday, January 9, due to the New Year’s Day holiday. The group will meet at the Hill 
County Courthouse Annex, 126 South Covington Street, in Hillsboro, Texas at 6:30 p.m. 

"Assisting with disaster relief on the Texas Gulf Coast" will be discussed by members of the 
Hillsboro Fire Department, according to Cleo Davis, HCGS vice president and program 
chairman. Several Hillsboro firemen will speak about their experiences on the Texas coast 
in Orange and Galveston areas after the recent hurricanes. 

It should be an interesting and informative program, and the public is invited to attend. 

Hill County Retired School Personnel Celebrate 

Press Release

Thirty-six Hill County Retired School Personnel recently enjoyed the annual Christmas 
luncheon. Shown are President Don Ford, Health and Wellness Chairperson Linda Yeary, 
and Tim Coop, Youth Minister of First Baptist Church in Whitney. 

Reverend Coop played his guitar and sang a medley of Christmas favorites; Kathy Justus 
catered the meal; and the tables were decorated with red poinsettias from Laurie's Garden. 

Marilyn Topping of Hillsboro won the drawing for a $100 Wal-Mart Gift Certificate.

Itasca Garden Club

Press Release 

The December meeting for the Itasca Garden Club was held in the home of Pat Gibbons. 
Mrs. Gibbons along with co-hostesses Maria Wood, Felicia Coleman and Pat Hines 
provided a lovely Christmas luncheon. 

Members participated in providing salads and desserts for the festive occasion. A 
Christmas Gift Exchange was an enjoyable ending for the annual event.

Mesa Rica

Mexican Restaurant

109 W. Main St.

254-687-9915

Tuesday Luncheon Special - $3.99

1 enchilada

Rice & Beans

Friday Luncheon Special - $3.99

1 taco

Rice & Beans

Specials to go are $4.25
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Paw Pals’ Low Cost Sterilization Clinic another Success

Press Release

The collaborative effort between Hill County Paw Pals and Texas Coalition for Animal 
Protection (TCAP) conducted their tenth low cost vaccination and sterilization clinic on 
December 15, which resulted in responsible citizens bringing in 37 companion animals to be 
sterilized. To date, 353 animals have been sterilized and over 700 rabies vaccinations 
administered. 

"The goal of this program is to provide high quality veterinary procedures at a low cost to 
the community," said Kathy Moore, founder and chairperson for Paw Pals’ Low Cost Spay/
Neuter Clinic. 

Both Paw Pals and TCAP are nonprofit 501(c) (3) organizations that share the common 
goal of correcting our county’s tragic pet overpopulation. Without these groups’ 
intervention, over 1,000 unwanted companion animals will continue to be destroyed in Hill 
County. It is estimated that an equal amount of our animals are being dumped in rural 
areas—again, pinning a death sentence to these innocent victims of irresponsible pet owners 
who refuse to spay or neuter their pets. 

"This tragic situation simply cannot continue," says Mike Hendricks coordinator of the 
grass roots group called Paw Pals. This group’s goal is to build and then support an animal 
shelter in Hillsboro that will evolve into a county facility. 

"The three proactive programs of Education, Legislation and Spay/Neuter that our group 
has instituted are the keys to controlling pet overpopulation," says Hendricks. "Although 
our Adoption Program will be important, it is a reactive program that offers nothing to 
counter our pet overpopulation issue," adds Hendricks. 

Paw Pals has coined the phrase "Project ELSA" to encompass these programs.

Please remember, a community cannot solve a pet overpopulation issue without proactive 
programs of Education, Legislation and Spay/Neuter. It will take a community wanting to 
change the tragic situation of pet overpopulation. But more important are the volunteers 
who step forward and donate their precious time. Volunteers Cleo Davis, Bill Dome, Dana 
Fuchs, Anita Gilley, Jane Green, Mike Hendricks, Kathy Moore, Diana Prince, Lea Slocum, 
and Janie Treadwell made this clinic a success. All animals must have an appointment for 
sterilization. Citizens who wish to schedule their pet(s) an appointment should call (866) 
310-PETS (7387). The clinic dates for next year will be on Tuesdays and they are: February 
7, March 7, April 4, May 2, June 6, July 3 (Monday because of July 4 holiday), August 1, 
September 5, October 3, November 7, and December 5.

For more information and opportunities to help with this program's success, please call 
Kathy Moore at 582-9374.

If you want to be part of Paw Pals and help improve the welfare of our companion animals, 
please call 580-0679; email hcpawpals@yahoo.com; or write PO Box 1533, Hillsboro, Texas 
76645. It costs nothing to join. All that will be asked is for your valued support.

Recent Deaths

Watkins, Jimmy – Jimmy Watkins, 68, of Hillsboro, died November 29, 2005, at Hill 
Regional Hospital in Hillsboro.

He was born January 28, 1937, in Waco, son of the late Walter Wesley and Virginia Crosby 
Watkins. He joined the United States Navy at 17 and served four years. He then joined the 
Army and served fifteen years.

He married Nancy Boyd on August 8, 1985. He was an electronic technician. He was 
preceded in death by two brothers and one sister.

Survivors include: his wife, Nancy Watkins of Hillsboro; 10 children, Wayne Watkins of 
Colorado, Lisa Doucette of New York, David Watkins of California, Haley Watkins, 
Matthew Watkins, Jacob Watkins and Daniel Watkins, all of Hillsboro, Jason Rice and 
Melanie of Burleson, and Jeanna Rice of Itasca; three sisters, Wanda Rubel of Hewitt, Ruth 
Rollo of Kansas and Bobby Jean Watkins of Iowa; and 11 grandchildren.

Services were held December 7at East Side Chapel of Marshall and Marshall Funeral 
Directors Chapel in Hillsboro.

Frysinger, Felicia – Felicia Basilotta Fry-singer, 82, of Hillsboro died December 2, 2005.

She was born January 6, 1923, in Bronx, New York, daughter of Michael and Josephine 
Bonomo Basilotta. She married Eli Samuel Frysinger March 6, 1945, in New York City, 
and he preceded her in death. She was also preceded in death by two children, JoEllen 
Frysinger and Kathleen Allen. She was a nurse, member of Central Baptist Church of 
Hillsboro, volunteered at Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries and Hill Regional Hospital. She 
was a pre-kindergarten teacher’s aide at Covington Elementary School.

Survivors include one son, Paul Eli Frysinger; one daughter, Christine Sparks; three 
grandchildren, Robert Paul Frysinger, Kriston Lee Robertson and Felicia Joyce Frysinger; 
three great-grandchildren, Douglas, Allie and Jesse Robertson; church family and many 
friends.

Services were held December 5, 2005 at Central Baptist Church in Hillsboro. Burial was at 
Itasca Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Hillsboro Inter faith Ministries.
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Do You Remember When . . .
Old Opera House

Columnist Carl Sweeney

In 1895 W.I. Hooks built a building or a series of buildings together. One of these contained 
the Old Opera House. It was officially named the "Hooks Opera House." As we know, these 
buildings were destroyed by fire. The whole block was burned, including the Itasca 
Hardware Store on the east corner.

The lower sections of the buildings contained stores, including at one time the Meador and 
Forbes and later the Alverson Variety stores. There was a long stairway leading to the 
opera house and other businesses such as the telephone exchange, Dentist Dr. Ritchey and 
Dr. Campbell. I thought then that if a person could climb all those stairs to see Dr. 
Campbell, he didn’t need his services.

The Opera House was primarily a place of entertainment and fun. There was local as well 
as imported talent. It was a wonderful outlet for a little town in a time when there was 
nothing but live entertainment. It was a very elegant facility, for that time, seating about 
two hundred. The stage had wings and was built like other opera houses of those days. 
Before World War I it remained the center of entertainment. 

I remember reading the Graffiti on the old plaster walls, such as names of school players 
from the Itasca High School. There were traveling theatre companies and musical 
entertainers as well as local players. Some of the names on the walls were "Peterson’s 
Opera Company" playing "The Hills of Arkansas." It played on December 7 and 8 in 1906. 
Another was Edgar Barnett (The Boy Wonder) he played "the child" in the play, "the Hills 
of Arkansas." Then, suddenly, on one wall, we encounter writings from students from the 
early 1900s, that makes ones scalp tingle and a lump rise in our throat. There written on the 
wall, teenage writings that said, "Itasca Komedy Kompany," the play, "Captain Racket," 
May 17, 1911.

Some of the names of the cast we remember were, Charles Coffin (who was later killed in 
World War I), others were Catherine Wood, Willard Rees, Carl Bryant, and Henry Fair. 
All these young people are gone now, like the old opera house. Some other names on the 
wall not related to the play were "Took" Gilliand, Clay Chiles, Willard Webb, and Harsh 
Ince, to name a few.

On March 1900, a group of organizers met in the Opera House for a meeting that would 
impact greatly the town and surrounding area for many years. The met to create "The 
Itasca Cotton Mfg. Co."

One of the last uses of the Opera House was to house the local unit at the National Guard, 
which was absorbed and moved from Itasca about the time of World War II. It was 
incorporated in to the famous Texas Thirty-Sixth Division. They went to the European 
Theatre and several were killed in action, especially in the Invasion of Italy. Some of them 
were Leroy Reece and J.J. Sevier, and James McBride.

The old Opera House ceased to function as an entertainment center after World War I, 
with the advent of traveling shows and moving picture theaters. The seats were removed.

The very last activity the old facility saw was when the local domino club played there for a 
short time. Some of the domino members at that time were: Joe Martin, Zeak Sweeney, 
Fred Mitchell, Carl Sweeney Sr., Clyde Copeland, and John Teal. By then, the upstairs was 
empty. The telephone exchange was gone, and Dr.’s Ritchey and Campbell had moved.

The last time I visited the old Opera House, it was with a flashlight. The windows had been 
boarded up and the place sat in eerie darkness with dust collecting, and plaster falling from 
the walls. The place seemed to be just awaiting its fate, which came by way of fire one 
afternoon in October 1998. 
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Wampus Cats of the Week
"Cafeteria Cuties"

Reporter Christy Lewis 

Every morning, while the students are complaining about having to get up, six special ladies 
are already hard at work in the cafeteria cooking a healthy breakfast and lunch for over 
600students and teachers.

Keeping the Wampus Cat Cafeteria running are (left to right): Toni Daniels-Kitchen 
Manager, Elena Johnson-Cook, Shana Hight-Cook, Karen Taber-Food Service Director, 
Crystal Cole- Cook, and Mercy Gonzales-Cook.

"Special of the Week"
2001 Lincoln Town Car

Signature Series, Loaded, 

Low Mileage 

One Owner $13,985

Lloyd Ford – Proud Supporter of the Wampus Cats
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