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Hello Fourth Graders!

I am looking forward to learning more about each one of you this 
year. Here is a little bit of information about me. I live in Saco and 
have three children. Natalie is a sophomore in college. Henry is a 
junior at Thornton Academy, while Maia is entering eight grade at 
Saco Middle School. I have been teaching for 22 years, and this is 
my fifth year teaching fourth grade at Shapleigh Memorial School. 
I love cooking, swimming, and walking my dog.
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I hope to see you all on August 
29, 2019 for our Open House!

Welcome to Fourth Grade
Another exciting year of learning is about to begin at Shapleigh Memorial School! 

At the beginning of the summer, I went to New York City for a week to the 
Reading Workshop at Teacher’s College at Columbia University.  There, I 
met people from all over the country, and also a few people from around the 
world. My teacher was excellent. I learned many new ways to make our 
Reader’s Workshop even better (and more fun). I have been to New York 
several times. I love it there! When I visit, I go to museums and concerts. 

Later in the summer, I went to Texas to visit my brother and his family. It was 
my first time visiting the state. It was hot. Some days even got to 100 degrees. 
While I was there, we visited NASA. In this photo, we are in front of a model 
of the space shuttle on top of an airplane used to transport it. You could go 
inside. It was fun. While I was there, they were setting up for the 50 year 
celebration of the Apollo Lunar Landing - that was a rocket not a shuttle.  I had 
a private tour, and saw the actual command center from 1969 and participated in 
a simulation of the Apollo Landing.
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Fourth Grade Academics
How are you doing with your math facts? Knowing them 
automatically will really help you learn the math skills we will 
practice this year. We do a lot of math in fourth grade. My students  
often tell me that math is their favorite  part of the day - so it must 
be fun! We will have Reader’s Workshop and Writer’s Workshop 
each day, so get ready for a lot of reading and writing with your 
friends. In addition to The State of Maine, you will also learn about 
other interesting topics like The Revolutionary War, Different 
Types of Waves, Extreme Weather, Heredity, The Changing Earth’s 
Surface, and more. 
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I’ve read 3 good novels this 
summer. One was recommended by 
my daughter, and two by my cousin. 
Have you read any good books? If 
so, you may make a 
recommendation when you return 
to school this fall.

School Supply List 

It would be helpful if each student would 
bring the following supplies to school on 

the first day:  

• A set of headphones or ear-buds to 
keep at school  

• A heavy 2-pocket portfolio for 
homework and notes home 

• A small hand-held personal pencil 
sharpener for your desk 

• A 1-subject spiral-bound notebook  

We also always appreciate class donations 
of Kleenex and Expo markers!


