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COURSE OVERVIEW: 
 
Upcycled Art is a class like no other, where students re-purpose discarded items to create functional 
works of art. In this course, students will use artistic skills to produce upcycled projects for the sole 
purpose of resale on sites like ebay and ETSY, as well as local art fairs. This class unifies traditional 
artistic skills with real world practicality. Students will learn the skills necessary to be a part of an 
artistic, business team, marrying business sense and bottom line with artistry and aesthetics. 
 
Like other art classes, you will encounter a wide range of materials to create 2-D and 3-D works of 
functional art, and the Principles and Elements of Design will be utilized in unique ways.  All student 
work will be assessed on quality, craftsmanship, and studio participation.  The studio grade will reflect 
your attitude, work ethic, clean up responsibilities, and use of class time; in this class it is essential that 
students are part of a team and participating every day.  
 
The following are the learning objectives that students will encounter in this class: 
 
Performing: 

o Apply materials, techniques, and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that 
personal intentions are carried out in the artwork 

o Intentionally use art materials and tools effectively to communicate ideas. 
o Be involved in the process and presentations of a final product or exhibit 

 
Creating: 

o Create artworks that use organizational principles and functions to solve specific visual arts 
problems. 

o Describe the origins of specific images and ideas and explain why they are of value in their 
artwork and in the work of others. 

o Apply subjects, symbols and creative ideas in artworks and use the skills gained to solve problems 
in daily life. 

 
Analyzing: 

o Identify intentions of artists, explore the implication of various purposes and justify analysis of 
purposes in particular works. 

o Describe how expressive features and organizational principles cause responses. 
 
Arts in Context: 

o Reflect on how the subjects, ideas, and symbols of artworks differ visually, spatially, temporally 
and functionally, with respect to history and culture. 

o Describe the functions and explore the meaning of specific art objects within varied cultures, times 
and places. 



o Analyze relationships of works of art to one another in terms of history, aesthetics and culture, 
justifying conclusions and using conclusions to inform personal work. 

 
Connecting to Other Arts, Disciplines, and Life: 

o Speculate and analyze how future technologies may impact art in everyday life. 
o Describe the characteristics of a variety of visual arts careers. 
o Compare characteristics of the visual arts within a particular historical period or style with ideas, 

issues or themes in the humanities or sciences. 
 
MATERIALS:  

● #2 Pencils  
● Sketchbook  

 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will create functional artwork using varied materials, which will often be found objects that are 
repurposed. There will be a wide-range of products, and students should expect multiple brainstorming 
sessions, sketches, and other “think tank” approaches to creating a product.  Students are also expected to 
be critical, creative thinkers and inventors, developing ideas and products on their own.  Finally, students 
should expect various reading assignments, written assignments, and quizzes and tests throughout the 
semester. 
 
The breadth of products that students could create is bottomless, but here are a few items that you may 
encounter in this course: 
 
Lighting, Lamps 
 
Pallet Projects 
 
Repurposed Fine Art 
 
Various Tables  
 
Jewelry—rings, necklaces, bracelets, etc. 
 
Benches, Chairs, Stools… 
 
Coat Racks, Towel Rags… 
 
Skateboard Decks, Longboard Decks… 
 
(This list is only limited by our own imagination.) 
 

Norms and Procedures 
 

It is extremely important that you arrive on time (before the bell) each day with all materials that might 
be needed for class.  You should always be prepared to create and work with materials; our use of studio 
time in this class is absolutely essential to our success and growth as students.  
 



It is equally important that you treat people and materials in the classroom with respect.  If we do not 
trust one another, we cannot learn from one another.  In this class you are student and teacher.  Always 
put forth your best effort, be creative, and enjoy yourself!  
 
Norms: 

1. Be Respectful (to yourself, to others, and to school property). 
2. Be Engaged. 
3. Be Cell Phone Free. 

 
Procedures: 

1. Be in the classroom and ready to work before the bell rings. 
2. Ask permission to use the restroom or get a drink (the number of times that you may use the 

restroom is limited) and you must also sign out/in at Mr. Olson’s desk. 
3. Clean up after yourself: supplies put away, tables cleaned, brushes washed, etc.  
4. Exit the classroom only after the bell rings.  There will be no lining up at the door prior to the bell.  


