
Modern Mythology 
Texts: School Year 
The Fellowship of the Ring  by J.R.R. Tolkien  
The Two Towers  by J.R.R. Tolkien  
The Return of the King  by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Mythology  by Edith Hamilton 
Assorted short stories 
 
 
Recommended Materials 
Bring these materials with you every day.  

● 1 single-subject notebook dedicated to this class only 
● 1 three-ring binder or a section of a binder for handouts 

● Lined paper 
● 2 or more writing utensils 

 
Course Overview: 
This elective begins with an introduction of common mythological stories and compares their themes, story 
elements, and story development. Then we’ll connect these to the presence of modern-day mythological narratives in 
popular culture, with a focus on the Hero’s Journey. We will analyze how these stories present the power struggle 
and how they serve as inspiration for real-world heroic action. Special emphasis is placed on the mythological 
concepts used in author J.R.R. Tolkien’s work, the influences on his writing, the unusual preciseness and complexity 
of language in the stories, and compelling sub-creation.  
 
 
Course Objectives: 
All teaching objectives are aligned with the State of Michigan content expectations for English Language Arts. The 
following is an overview: 
 

● Students will use writing, speaking and visual expression for personal understanding, growth, and 
communication. 

● Students will develop and use tools and practices of inquiry and research. 
● Students will produce a variety of written, spoken, and multimedia works, making conscious choices about 

language, form, and style. 
● Students will develop critical reading, listening, and viewing strategies. 
● Students will develop as a reader, listener, and viewer for personal, social, and political purposes. 
● Students will develop skills of close and contextual literary reading. 
● Students will read and respond to classic and contemporary texts. 
● Students will examine mass media, film, and other texts from popular culture. 
● Students will understand and use the English language in a variety of contexts and settings. 
● Students will understand how language variety reflects and shapes experiences.  

 
 
English Dept. Paper Policy: 
Formal papers and projects assigned a week in advance are due on the due date. For each day late, an assignment 
will be penalized 10%. After 5 school days, the paper will not be accepted. Assignments not meeting established 
criteria will be returned to the student for correction. Unacceptable assignments will be considered a day late and 
will fall under the penalty of the late paper policy. 



Grading Policy 
Course requirements include a final exam. Exams will be worth 20% of your semester grade. In addition to the final 
exam, all students will write at least 3 major essays per semester as well as other projects and assignments. The 
marking period grade breakdown will be as follows: 

Essays/Projects: 50% 
Assessments (Tests, Quizzes, Writings): 40% 
Practice (work, discussions, etc.): 10% 

Major assignments (essays, projects, etc.) will be reduced by 10% per day for up to five days after due date. Prepare 
and plan ahead. Computer or printer issues do not exempt you from the late deduction. All major papers must be 
typed and should be double spaced in MLA format. Plagiarism or cheating will result in a zero for that assignment as 
well as parent notification. 
 
 
Communication 

● Email: ________________________________      School phone: 744-1647  
● Google Classroom and Calendar has all notes, handouts, and important information 
● Remind 101: text reminders. Text 81010 with the message ________________ 
● Parent-Viewer grade book online 

 
 
Expectations 
● #1…Show respect – in all actions, to all people, toward all objects 
● Bring your materials every day. If you are missing something, use a pass or take a tardy. 
● Be in the classroom purposefully heading to your seat when the bell rings. Start the warm-up on your own. 
● Class is dismissed when everyone is in their seat. No lining up at the door. 
● Cell phones and electronic devices are off and stored away. There are very few instances where I will give you the 

option to use it. Unless prior permission is given, you will earn a referral for any cell phone use. 
● You are issued 6 passes per semester for bathroom, water, or locker visits. At an appropriate time, leave your pass 

on my desk, sign out, and take the hall pass. If you are out of passes, sign the tardy acknowledgement form on the 
door and take the hall pass. 

● No food, candy, or drinks other than water in the classroom unless I provide them. 
● If you are absent, check the calendar for notes and assignments and ask classmates for information. 
 
 
Tips for Success 

● Work hard. 
● Listen and participate. 
● Be prepared before class. Be on task during class. 
● Get a planner and use it regularly. 
● Bring a water bottle to class already filled. Studies show students learn best when they are hydrated. 
● And most importantly… ask questions! 

 


