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English 11:Transformational Thinking 
Vision  
You	will	develop	higher-level	pro�iciency	with	reading,	writing,	research,	and	speaking	and	listening.	The	course	
prepares	you	for	your	senior	English	experience,	successful	completion	of	the	SAT,	and	your	post-secondary	
education	aspirations,	primarily	through	the	examination	of	varied	authors	and	their	writing	--	literary	texts,	
non�iction	literary	texts,		and	other	informational	texts	--	as	well	as	a	strong	focus	on	your	command	of	the	
writing	process.	

 

Course Learning Targets 
Reading:	

● Determine	and	
analyze	theme	or	
central	idea	

● Analyze	the	
impact	of	author’s	
choices	

● Analyze	the	
impact	of	text	
structure	

● Determine	
meaning	of	words	
and	phrases	

● Analyze	�igurative	
and	connotative	
language	

● Evaluate	the	
effective	of	an	
argument	

● Determine	
author’s	point	of	
view	and	purpose	

● Integrate	and	
evaluate	multiple	
sources	of	
information	

● Distinguish	
between	what	is	
directly	stated	and	
what	is	meant	

	

Writing:	
● Write	to	
○ Express	
○ Persuade	
○ Analyze	
○ Inform	
○ Argue	

● Revise	for	
○ Coherence	
○ Unity	
○ Logical	

sequence	
○ Connection	of	

ideas,	
sentences,	
paragraphs	

○ Support	of	
claims	

● Edit	for	
○ Parallelism	
○ Concision	
○ Originality	
○ Clarity	
○ Variety	of	

sentence	
structures	

○ Conventions	

Research:	
● Synthesize	

multiple	sources	
● Research	to	

answer	a	question	
● Gather	relevant	

information	from	
a	variety	of	
sources	

● Assess	strengths	
and	limitations	of	
each	source	

● Cite	sources	
according	to	MLA	
format	

● Integrate	
information		

● Avoid	over	
reliance	on	one	
source	

● Draw	evidence	
from	literary	and	
informational	
texts	

	
	
	
	

Speaking	and	Listening:	
● Initiate	and	

participate	in	
variety	of	
discussions	

● Come	to	
discussions	
prepared		

● Pose	and	respond	
to	questions	

● Synthesize	
comments,	claims,	
and	evidence	

● Maintain	
respectful	
discourse	

● Integrate	multiple	
sources	of	
information	

● Evaluate	sources,	
speaker’s	point	of	
view,	and	
rhetorical	devices	

● Present	
information	
clearly	and	
distinctly	

● Strategically	use	
digital	media	

● Adapt	speech	to	
audience,	purpose,	
and	task	
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Thematic units of Study	
● What	does	it	mean	to	be	free?	
● What	leads	people	to	stand	up	to	injustice?	
● Can	words	be	more	powerful	than	actions?	
● How	do	our	dreams	make	us	who	we	are?	

 

Extended Texts 

Eleventh grade students will examine no fewer than two of the following texts  as well as 
many short stories, poems, and nonfiction texts.  
 
Alvarez, Julia. In the Time of the Butterflies. Chapel Hill, NC:  Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 1994. 
“Julia	Alvarez's		In the Time of the Butterflies 	(1994)	is	a	work	of	historical	�iction	based	on	the	lives	of	the	four	Mirabal	
sisters,	who	participated	in	underground	efforts	to	topple	Rafael	Leonidas	Trujillo's	three-decade-long	dictatorial	regime	in	
the	Dominican	Republic…	In	the	body	of	the	book,	narrated	in	turn	by	each	of	the	four	sisters,	Alvarez	brings	them	to	life,	
skillfully	telling	the	story	of	four	young	girls	who	come	of	age	wanting	the	same	things	most	young	women	hope	for:	love,	
family,	and	freedom.”	(National	Endowment	for	the	Arts)	
	
Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970. 
“	The Bluest Eye ,	published	in	1970,	is	the	�irst	novel	written	by	Toni	Morrison,	winner	of	the	1993	Nobel	Prize	of	Literature.	
It	is	a	story	of	eleven-year-old	Pecola	Breedlove—a	black	girl	in	an	America	whose	love	for	its	blond,	blue-eyed	children	can	
devastate	all	others—who	prays	for	her	eyes	to	turn	blue:	so	that	she	will	be	beautiful,	so	that	people	will	look	at	her,	so	that	
her	world	will	be	different.	This	is	the	story	of	the	nightmare	at	the	heart	of	her	yearning,	and	the	tragedy	of	its	ful�illment.”	
(Book	Cover)	
	
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. New York: Scribner, 2004. 
“The	Great	Gatsby,	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald’s	third	book,	stands	as	the	supreme	achievement	of	his	career.	This	exemplary	novel	of	
the	Jazz	Age	has	been	acclaimed	by	generations	of	readers.	The	story	of	the	fabulously	wealthy	Jay	Gatsby	and	his	love	for	
the	beautiful	Daisy	Buchanan,	of	lavish	parties	on	Long	Island	at	a	time	when	The	New	York	Times	noted	“gin	was	the	
national	drink	and	sex	the	national	obsession,”	it	is	an	exquisitely	crafted	tale	of	America	in	the	1920s.”	“The	Great	Gatsby	is	
one	of	the	great	classics	of	twentieth-century	literature.”	(Book	Cover)	
	
Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451. Evanston: McDougal Littell, 1998. 
Fahrenheit	451,	written	by	Ray	Bradbury,	“one	of	the	most	widely-read	authors	of	our	time,”	presents	in	“his	classic	novel	a	
futuristic	world	where	books	are	banned	and	burned.	Bradbury	has	said	that	he	was	trying	to	‘prevent	the	future,’”	when	
writing	this	novel,	“not	predict	it.”	(Book	Cover)	
	
Miller, Arthur. The Crucible. Evanston: McDougal Littell, 1997. 
“Playwright	Arthur	Miller	was	personally	affected	by	two	major	events	of	20th	century	American	history.	In	the	1930s,	the	
Depression	ruined	his	father	�inancially.	During	the	McCarthy	era,	Miller	himself	was	called	before	the	House	Un-American	
Activities	Committee	to	name	people	he	had	seen	at	a	Communist	writers’	meeting.	Miller	refused,	was	found	guilty	of	the	
contempt	of	Congress,	a	conviction	that	was	later	overturned.	Many	critics	consider	The	Crucible	a	critical	commentary	on	
McCarthy’s	persecution	of	Communists”	told	as	an	allegory	using	the	Salem	witch	trials	to	demonstrate	how	false	
accusations	can	not	only	create	chaos	for	an	entire	community,	but	result	in	the	death	of	innocent	people.	(Book	Cover)	
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English Department PaPer Policy 
Formal	papers	and	projects	assigned	a	week	in	advance	are	due	on	the	due	date.	For	each	day	late,	an	assignment	
will	be	penalized	10%.	After	5	school	days,	the	paper	will	not	be	accepted.	 

 

Criteria for Credit for Essays: 
● Proper MLA format-typed, double-spaced, proper heading, title, font style, 
● margins 
● Evidence of writing process-prewriting, revision 
● Evidence of editing 
● Evidence of essay organization-indented paragraphs 
● Proper MLA citation-works cited, parenthetical documentation (where 
● applicable) 
● Evidence of grade level effort (subject to teacher discretion) 
● Papers not meeting the above criteria will be returned to the student for revision. 
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Learning Standards to be assessed at Midterm and Final 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy..RL.11-12.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10  By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 
 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1b Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on  grades 11-12 reading and content , choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 
CCSS.ELA.Literacy.L.11-12.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 

	


