
APUSH SYLLABUS 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History! This course satisfies a social studies requirement for sophomores at RPHS. 

“APUSH” is designed to provide a college level experience and to prepare students for the AP United States History exam given in 

May of every school year. Receiving a passing grade for such will earn students college credit. 

  

In addition to the history content, this course will focus heavily on persuasive writing, analysis of primary source documents, and 

formulation of arguments for in-class discussion and debates. Finally, we will routinely connect today’s current events to those 

historical, both as a means to understand historical trends, as well as to become informed and contributing members of our society. 

 

TEXTBOOK: 

Kennedy, David M. et al. The American Pageant. (13th Edition). 

 

FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD (Curriculum Guidelines, Content, and Pace) 

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf 

 

THE AP EXAM: 

Students who master the course may earn college credit by passing the annual AP exam given in May of each year. Individual 

colleges and universities determine how many credits will be granted for the AP exam score. While students are not required to take 

the AP exam it is strongly recommended that they plan to do so. 

 

COURSE FORMAT: 

The course will be a combination of lecture and seminar (class discussion) formats. Students will take notes, discuss important 

readings relating to the themes of United States History, as well as analyzing primary and secondary sources (i.e. speeches, 

photographs, maps, charts, articles, etc.). Students will be expected to read outside of class, so that the bulk of class time will be 

availed for questions and discussion. Readings should be done prior to class.  

 

READING SCHEDULE: 

The most taxing component of APUSH is the reading schedule. Students are expected to do a considerable amount of reading from 

both the textbook and from supplementary sources. There will be reading assignments on a weekly basis done outside of class, 

while class time will focus on applying primary and secondary readings to the content and themes of this course. This will be done in 

a variety of ways, including analysis of Primary and Secondary sources, class discussions, writing, and other activities. 

  

The class will be covering approximately one chapter of material a week.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to 

devote considerable time to study, are necessary to succeed in this class. 

 

GRADING: 

Students will be graded in the following categories: 

1. Student Work (30%) - This piece focuses on a students’ in-class work, including activities and discussion, as well as their 

weekly “Guided Notes” assignments and weekly “Pre-Quizzes.” 

 2. Major Evaluations (70%) - This piece encompasses all tests, projects, major papers, and weekly “Post Quizzes”.  

 

GRADE CATEGORIES: 
 

 



LATE POLICY: 

Late work is immediately half credit before grading. Missing Pre-Quizzes and Post-Quizzes must be made up before Chapter Tests 

(every 3 chapters) or they will result in a zero. 

 

AP CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK: 
 

 
 

APUSH NATIONAL EXAM FORMAT: 
 

TIME: 3 HOURS, 15 MINUTES 

 

OVERVIEW: 

The AP Exam questions measure students’ knowledge of U.S. history and their ability to think historically. Questions are based on 

key and supporting concepts, course themes, and historical thinking skills. 

  

FORMAT OF ASSESSMENT:  

Section I Part A: Multiple Choice | 55 Questions | 55 Minutes | 40% of Exam Score 

• Questions appear in sets of 2–5. 

• Students analyze historical texts, interpretations, and evidence. 

• Primary and secondary sources, images, graphs, and maps are included. 

  

Section I Part B: Short Answer | 4 Questions | 45 Minutes | 20% of Exam Score 

• Questions provide opportunities for students to demonstrate what they know best (No thesis.) 

• Some questions include texts, images, graphs, or maps. 

  

Section II Part A: Document Based | 1 Question | 60 Minutes | 25% of Exam Score 

• Analyze and synthesize historical data. Thesis required). 

• Assess written, quantitative, or visual materials as historical evidence. 

  

Section II Part B: Long Essay | 1 Question | 35 Minutes | 15% of Exam Score 

• Students select one question among two. 

• Explain and analyze significant issues in U.S. history (Thesis required). 

• Develop an argument supported by an analysis of historical evidence 

 

 



“HONORS” CLASSES VS. “ADVANCED PLACEMENT” CLASSES: 
 

 
 

A LETTER TO PARENTS: 
 

Advanced Placement United States History is a challenging course meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course. The 

experience of taking a college course while in high school can be immeasurable. To have success, however, one must be determined 

to hone their reading and writing skills as well as be willing enough to devote substantial time to homework and studying. This 

course goes beyond simple memorization of facts.  Critical thinking skills, argumentative writing, and interpretation of primary and 

secondary documents are emphasized intensely. Moreover, a college textbook, American Pageant, is used to guide the course.   

 

Without question, the common denominator for students who struggle in APUSH is the fact that they simply do not read the 

assigned chapters. Instead, they “look up” what they think they need to know via the internet. This practice, which many students 

have regressed to in recent years, can be a very bad habit when it comes to succeeding in AP classes and eventually their college 

courses. It simply isn’t enough to receive an A or comprehend the necessary material. While I completely understand many students 

these days are overextended with the number of practices, rehearsals, homework, etc. that they are expected to do, acknowledging 

and accepting this expectation is critical before signing up. 

 

Lastly, since this might be the first time a student is exposed to a rigorous, college-equivalent curriculum, I believe it is important to 

understand that even if a student studies diligently yet still “fails” a difficult quiz or test (which they are not accustomed to), they are 

still very much learning and preparing themselves for their academic future.  This “battle-tested” foundation, as I call it, will pay 

dividends far exceeding a singular grade. Students have to know that there will be times they are way, way up, and times they will be 

way, way, down. Trust the process and everything will be okay. This course is a marathon not a sprint, and the goal is to finish. Doing 

so means students are not only learning history but also learning how to deal with tasks that are not easy or that do not garner an 

immediate solution.  Undoubtedly, one of the key pleasures of teaching this course is witnessing students’ growth through adversity.  

This is a challenging course, no doubt, but like any challenge, one will be better off on the other end of it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CURRICULAR REQUIREMENTS: 

CR1a The course includes a college-level U.S. history textbook. 

CR1b The course includes diverse primary sources including written documents and images as well as maps and quantitative data 

(charts, graphs, tables) 

CR1c The course includes multiple secondary sources written by historians or scholars interpreting the past.  

CR2 Each of the course historical periods receives explicit attention.  

CR3 Students are provided opportunities to investigate key and supporting concepts through the in-depth study and application of 

specific historical evidence or examples.  

CR4 Students are provided opportunities to apply learning objectives in each of the themes throughout the course.  

CR5 Students are provided opportunities to analyze primary sources and explain the significance of an author’s point of view, 

author’s purpose, audience, and historical context. — Analyzing Primary Sources  

CR6 Students are provided opportunities to analyze and evaluate diverse historical interpretations. — Analyzing Secondary Sources  

CR7 Students are provided opportunities to compare historical developments across or within societies in various chronological and 

geographical contexts. — Comparison  

CR8 Students are provided opportunities to explain the relationship between historical events, developments, or processes and the 

broader regional, national, or global contexts in which they occurred. — Contextualization  

CR9 Students are provided opportunities to explain different causes and effects of historical events or processes, and to evaluate 

their relative significance. — Causation  

CR10 Students are provided opportunities to identify and explain patterns of continuity and change over time, explaining why these 

patterns are historically significant. — Continuity and Change Over Time  

CR11 Students are provided opportunities to articulate a historically defensible and evaluative claim (thesis). — Argument 

Development  

CR12 Students are provided opportunities to develop and substantiate an argument using historical reasoning, considering ways 

diverse or alternative evidence could be used to support, qualify, or modify the argument. — Argument Development  

 

PRIMARY TEXTBOOK 

Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A Bailey. The American Pageant. 13th ed. Boston: Cengage 

Learning, 2008. [CR1a] 

[CR1a] — The course includes a college-level U.S. history textbook. 

 

PRIMARY SOURCES  

Dollar, Charles M. and Gary W. Reichard. American Issues: A Documentary Reader. 1st ed. New York: Random House, 1988. 

 

Shi, David and Holly Mayer. For the Record: A Documentary History of America: From First Contact through Reconstruction, Volume 

1. 2nd ed. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2004. 

 

Shi, David and Holly Mayer. For the Record: A Documentary History of America: From Reconstruction through Contemporary Times, 

Volume 2. 2nd ed. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2004. 

 

Dudley, William and John C. Chalberg, eds. Opposing Viewpoints in American History: From Colonial Time to Reconstruction, Volume 

1. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 

 

Dudley, William and John C. Chalberg, eds. Opposing Viewpoints in American History: From Reconstruction to the Present, Volume 2. 

Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 

 

Bailey, Thomas A. and David M. Kennedy. The American Spirit: United States History as Seen by Contemporaries, Volume 1. 6th ed. 

Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath & Co., 1987. 

 

Bailey, Thomas A. and David M. Kennedy. The American Spirit: United States History as Seen by Contemporaries, Volume 2. 6th ed. 

Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath & Co., 1987. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECONDARY SOURCES 

Bennett, William. America: The Last Best Hope, Volume 1: From the Age of Discovery to a World at War. Nashville, TN: Thomas 

Nelson, 2007. 

 

Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States. New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classic, 2005. 

 

American Heritage, ed. A Sense of History. New York: ibooks, Inc., 2003. 

 

Taylor, Alan. American Colonies: The Settling of North America. New York: Penguin Books, 2002. [CR1c] 

 

Davis, Allen F. and Harold D. Woodman, eds. Conflict and Consensus in American History. Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath & Co., 1984. 

[CR1c] 

 

Barry, Dave. Dave Barry Slept Here: A Sort of History of the United States. New York: Ballantine Books, 1997. 

 

Franklin, John Hope and Alfred A. Moss, Jr., eds. From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans. 8th ed. New York: Alfred 

A. Knopf, 2009. [CR1c] 

 

McClellan, Jim, ed. Historical Moments: Changing Interpretations of America’s Past, Volume 1: The PreColonial Period through the 

Civil War. 2nd ed. New York: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2000. 

 

McClellan, Jim, ed. Historical Moments: Changing Interpretations of America’s Past, Volume 2: The Civil War through the 20th 

Century. 2nd ed. New York: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2000. 

 

Garraty, John A., ed. Historical Viewpoints, Volume 1: To 1877. 9th ed. New York: Pearson, 2003. 

 

Garraty, John A., ed. Historical Viewpoints, Volume 2: Since 1865. 9th ed. New York: Pearson, 2003. 

 

Ward, Kyle. History in the Making: An Absorbing Look at How American History Has Changes in the Telling over the Last 200 Years. 

New York: New Press, 2007. 

 

Allen, Frederick Lewis. Only Yesterday: An Informal History of the 1920s. New York: Harper Perennial, 2000. 

 

Oates, Stephen B. Portrait of America, Combined Edition. 7th ed. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1999. 

 

Jacobson, Sid and Ernie Colón. The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation. New York: Hill and Wang, 2006. 

 

Brinkley, Alan and Davis Dyer, eds. The American Presidency. 1st ed. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2005. 

 

Hymowitz, Carol and Michaele Weissman. A History of Women in America. New York: Bantam, 1990. [CR1c] 

 

[CR1c] — The course includes multiple secondary sources written by historians or scholars interpreting the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


