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Budget Issues 
By Eleanor R.  

 There’s one big thing necessary to have a public school: funding. More specifically, 
a budget to encompass everything for a school year. A lot goes into the formation of the 
budget for the year. Mr. Gonzalez was willing to walk through the process of making up this 
year’s budget and how it turned out. As superintendent, Mr. Gonzalez plays a big role in the 
forming of the budget.  
 Making a budget is a lot of trial and error, revising and refining. It takes time to get 
the finalized budget that will fund the school system’s needs for the year. “The process 
starts in October,” says Mr. Gonzalez. “They send budget forms to each school for teachers 
& staff to fill out for the next school year. Then the principals review them & submit a budg-
et book to the central office.” The business manager & superintendent look over the re-
quests to start up the proposed budget. Then it goes to the Board of Ed, then to the Board 
of Finance. It doesn’t quite end there though. They have to do a lot of revising and editing. 
“[We] Had to go back to the Board of Ed finance subcommittee. After a conversation with 
them [which cut the budget increase in half], our leadership team reviewed the budget 
books that were submitted. Recommendations for cuts were presented to the superinten-
dent & ultimately the superintendent had to make difficult decisions to find savings,” ex-
plains Mr. Gonzalez. 
 These decisions have changed, however. They held a budget referendum, or gen-
eral vote on a political question, on May 24. Out of the 625 voters, with some not answering 
the Board of Ed non-advisory question, a 54% majority voted that the budget was too low. 
Other factors may have also influenced the matter, including higher fuel costs. Due to this, 
the finalized budget is 2.5% higher than the previous year. Mr. Gonzalez adds, “It’s difficult 
to please everyone, so there are supporters & those that feel it’s too high. I’m proud to say 
many staff members in town, parents, & community members feel strongly about sup-
porting our schools & have spoken out in favor of our budget.” A second vote will be held 
June 21st. 
 You may be wondering what specifically goes into the budget, and where money is 
focused. Well, it can kind of fluctuate. Over 90% goes to staff, and other fixed costs leave 
little left over. There’s usually about 5% of the budget leftover. “Because the largest portion 
is salary & benefits,” explains Mr.Gonzalez, “if we have to make cuts, it mostly means letting 
a staff member go.” This could lead to larger class sizes and less programs offered for stu-
dents, which is a bad outcome for everyone. So, they try to start with what they have al-
ready had from the previous years and then try to build off of it. This year, they tried their 
best to form a budget that allows for growth. For 
example, at the high school, they took interest in 
starting a turf management course and a nursing 
pathway. These give students new learning op-
portunities that further set them up for success.  
 While it isn’t always easy, Mr. Gonzalez 
would like to thank everyone, as making a budget 
is a collaborative effort. It’s important to be 
attentive on matters like budgets, because it lets 
you be more aware of changes in your learning 
environment. 
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By Landon P. 
 
 War started when Russia invaded 
Ukraine.  Russia wanted their land. Ukraine is 
fighting really hard and is looking like they could 
defeat Russia. Other countries are trying to help 
Ukraine by boycotting gas and oil from Russia. 
Countries are also providing weapons and help to 
Ukraine. They are writing letters to the people of 

Ukraine to give them support. They are also 
taking in refugees and a lot more. This has actual-
ly hurt us, too. It affects our country and Europe. 
Gas prices have gone up by almost 20%. We feel 
sad for the people of Ukraine and we worry for 
family members who may live near there. We 
really support Ukraine and can only hope they 
win this war. We are willing to sacrifice to help 
them. 
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Bike and Hike 

By:  Landon P. 

Kids usually get to and 
from school by bus or car, but seventh 
graders traveled in a different way on 
their annual field trip. The Bike and 
Hike takes students to the Town 
Green. This hasn’t happened since 
2019 due to the Covid pandemic and 
distance learning, but this year it 
happened. The bike and hike has been 
going for over 20 years or two dec-
ades. It was started by Mr. Lazur, a 
teacher at LMS. There is a bench in 
the front of the school in his honor. 
The 7th graders have a choice to bike 
or hike. The walkers go down Exeter 
Road and they stop at the cemetery 
there. The bikers go down Mack Road 
and turn on to Jonathan Trumbull 
Highway. They stop at a small family 
cemetery and then they stop at a 
larger cemetery. There is a really scary 
hill and Mr. Andrews has to check 
everyone's brakes before they go 
down. The two groups meet at the 
Green and go to the Congregational 
Church for a talk and then have a 
picnic lunch. After that, they go to two 
Trumbull houses and two buildings of 
the historical society, the war office, 
and the Beaumont House. Some 
highlights are the picnic and a musket 
gets shot. Plus, at the historical society 
you can point at things and the lady 
will tell you about it so you can tell 
friends and family. Also, you get to be 
with a small group for the day. The 
chaperones for the bikes are Ms. 
Picard and Mr. Andrews, Mr. Schulthe-
is, Mr. Smith and Mr. Murphy. For the 
walkers it is Mrs. Korzhoff, Mrs. Las-
kow, Mrs. Novic, and Mrs. 
Morse. Parents helped, too. This 
year’s field trip was very fun. We hope 
that next year’s seventh graders will 
get to go. 

By: Andrew G. and 
Liam C. 
 
Many think that becoming a curriculum direc-
tor means that you need to always focus on 
what is going on with academic subjects. 
However, a curriculum director has to focus 
on everything that is happening to a school 
system, including students and teachers.  Our 
curriculum director is Mrs. Quiles-Glover, or 
Mrs. Q-G.  Mrs. Quiles-Glover started as a 
curriculum director in our schools in July 
2021. Before that, she was the principal at LES 
(Lebanon Elementary School). She became a 
curriculum director because she was interest-
ed in helping students who needed help with 
their learning.  Mrs. Quiles-Glover needed 
some training before she became a curricu-
lum director. She needed to have a license 
and had to stay in school for many 
years.  When being a curriculum director, 
there are many duties to do like preparing 
teachers for teaching the SBAC test or other 
types of important tests kids need to take to 
graduate to the next grade.   

 
Some say 
there are 
some pros 
and cons of 
being a 
curriculum director, but Mrs. Quiles-Glover 
finds that differently.  In her opinion, the pro 
of moving to curricular director is that she is 
recognizable to some students because she 
was in the elementary school before kids 
went into the middle school!  She said there 
were no cons in being a curriculum director, 
which is shocking!  Mrs. Q-G tries to spend 
the same amount of time in each school. She 
says that she spends about one to two days at 
each school over the course of a week. Being 
a curriculum director is much different from 
being a principal. Mrs. Quiles-Glover is in 
charge of helping teachers develop curriculum 
for their subject areas. She is also in charge of 
tests.  We also asked her what her goals are 
for the future and she said that in the future 
she would like to be a superintendent. 

New Curriculum Director: 
Mrs. Q-G takes on a New Role 

LMS Drama Club: A Walk in the Woods Photos 

Commentary:  
This is the Greater Good 
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By: Nora R. & Landon P. 
 
 Unless you’ve been living under a rock for the past 
few years, you’ve probably noticed the construction at the 
Jonathan Trumbull Library in town; it’s pretty hard to miss! 
The time is approaching for the grand reopening of the li-
brary. In fact, it’ll be happening this summer, on August 20th. 
We were able to talk with Matt Earls, who is the library direc-
tor. He answered some questions about the renovations 
being made. This is some of the information we gathered. 
 Matt likes to think libraries are about three things: 
books, community, and programs. Currently, the library plan 
is going to expand upon each of these. There’ll be more room 
for books, more community space, and more room for activi-
ties. This extension of these library facets has been needed 
for years; it’s been in the works for quite some time! The 
plan to renovate the library isn’t new at all; it started about 
12 years ago. It was pointed out that the Jonathan Trumbull 
Library was much smaller than libraries of similar sizes. So, in 
2015, the town voted in favor of spending 5.8 million dollars 
to renovate the town library. With the exception of lockdown 
in 2020, it has become a very busy library; there’s concerts, 
health programs, yoga, meditation, homeschool events, teen 
movie nights, and other programs for everyone on the regu-
lar. So, the new library will add more room to hold these 
events.  
 In the extended library, there will be many new 
things. These new items and areas will make the library more 
accessible and enjoyable for people of all ages. One new area 
will be the teen area. It will be upstairs, behind a glass wall, 
so that it’s sectioned off. Matt wants the teens of Lebanon to 
feel at home and welcome in their town’s library, so they can 

take out books and have fun while not disturbing fellow li-
brary visitors. There will also be a program room with a stage 
for bigger events, like poetry readings and music events. 
There’s even different equipment, like a projection screen, 2 
microphones, and a PA system, to improve the quality! The 
kids’ area will see an upgrade as well. Matt has ambitious 
plans for it, with an underwater theme and an indoor play 
area. There will also be many new games & musical instru-
ments, and even a pet turtle named Marcel! 
 All this and more will be open to the public on Au-
gust 20, this year, at 10 A.M. sharp. The plan is to have a 
plethora of events and activities on the 20th and for the fol-
lowing week or so, including food, music, and karaoke. To do 
all this, however, will require a lot of time and help. That is 
why the community center library will be closing for a short 
period of time. That’ll give the profession movers and volun-
teers time to do their work and make the library look its best 
for the grand opening. 
 Matt extends a personal invitation to all readers. A 
library is a place for everyone, and he wants people of all 
ages to truly appreciate that. No matter how big or how 
small, all are welcome.  

New Library Renovations 



Butterfly Origami 
By Lilly S. &  
Justin L.  
 
Picture yourself lying in a  
meadow surrounded by  
butterflies fluttering  
around you. You reach  
out and a violet butterfly  
gracefully lands on your  
finger. But when it lands,  
you find out it’s made of  
paper. Now we're going to teach you how to make origami 
butterflies -and all you need is a perfect square of paper. 
 
                      Step 1 Fold your paper corner to  
                                  corner     
 
                      Step 2  Unfold and fold the other  
                                    corner  

  

Step 3 Unfold that and turn it over   
 
Step 4 Fold all the corners in  
 
Step 5 Unfold all the corners   
 
Step 6 Turn the paper over 
 
Step 7 Fold both sides in and  
leave a small gap in the middle   
 
Step 8 Pull out the corners and  
fold the upper corners up   
 
Step 9 Fold behind         
 
Step 10 Flip and repeat step 8  
and repeat behind 
 
Step 11 Now you should have  
a beautiful butterfly!!!   

4 

Animal Center 

White Creatures 
By Justin L.  and Lilly S. 
                             
Fashionistas say, “Don’t wear white before Memorial Day and after 
Labor Day”. These animals wear white all year round, but they are 
beautiful and cute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
White Tigers 
White tigers cost 7,500  
dollars to own. You can  
only own a white tiger  
in North Carolina,  
Alabama, Delaware,  
Nevada, Oklahoma,  
South Carolina, West  
Virginia, and Wisconsin.  
White tigers have no pigment in their fur, that is why they are 
white. They can run 60 miles per hour. They live around ten to 
twenty years.  
 
They have a lot of health issues, as they are actually not supposed 
to exist and are the product of a genetic mutation. There are only 

two hundred white tigers left in the world.  Most are in zoos, where 
it is easier to survive without camouflage. White tigers only live in 
India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. Those are the only places you 
can find white tigers. 
 
Fennec Fox 
The Fennec Fox is the world's smallest fox. It has a white face and 
white underbelly, with light tan everywhere else. It surprisingly 
makes a great house pet, but cannot be fully potty-trained, and 
mark their territory like every other animal. They have a musky odor 
and can nip, bite and scratch. They also can be trained to go on 
walks. They cost a whopping 2500-3500 US dollars plus shipping. 
They are very social and playful and they can be trained to go on 
walks if on a leash. On top of that they are legal in every state ex-
cept Washington, 
Nebraska, and Massa-
chusetts. They can 
run at 22 mph. They 
are omnivores, mean-
ing they eat anything. 
But, the only survive 
11 months, in the wild 
in the Sahara Desert, 
and have excellent 
hearing. They can run 
around years. 

FEATURES 
Kraft Corner 



Fresh & Fruity Freezer Fun! 
By: Evelyn S. & Siena W. 

 
Do you want to 
escape the 
summer 
heat?  Then 
you should 
make one of 
these yummy 
and delicious 
fruit popsicles. 
All you will 
need is an ice 
cube tray, 
some fruit, a 

lemon or lime, juice mix, and popsicle sticks.  
 

1. First is an optional step, puree your juice with some 

lemon or lime juice. The best fruit juice to use is orange, 
lemon, guava, grape, or apple because it stays frozen 
longer.  

2. To add texture and have a more eye catching ap-

pearance, add thinly or small sliced fruit of your choice 
into the popsicle.  

3. Then add a popsicle stick to the top of your popsicle 

while it's still unfrozen. Make sure that the stick isn’t too 
far down or else the stick will poke out of the top of the 
popsicle. Also, make sure the stick isn’t too far up, or the 
popsicle will fall off of the stick.  

4. You should freeze them for 4-6 hours to make sure 

the popsicle is fully frozen. Freezing it overnight is the 
safest bet.  
 
Another step to help make the popsicle experience even 
better is to cut a little slit in the bottom of a cupcake liner 
after it has frozen. Then put the popsicle stick through 
the slit to make a little holder for the drips.  
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Gaming Grotto:  

Recipe Roundup 

 
 

Sonic the Hedgehog 

By: Andrew G. and Liam C. 

 

 Picture this, you're a State Trooper and you are 

patrolling the highway and you see a flash go by!  You look at 

the speed gun and its 327 mph!  You realized that this must 

have been an alien creature. That creature is called Sonic the 

Hedgehog!  Sonic was created on June 23, 1991, and the 

creator’s name is the Sega Corporate.  

 

 Sonic is a blue hedgehog that is really fast and goes 

against a man called Doctor Eggman.  His real name is Ivo 

Robotnik. Doctor Eggman wants to 

turn all of the animals in the world to 

robots that are under his control. He 

wants to kill Sonic because he wants 

to use his power against him. 

 Doctor Eggman sounds ex-

actly like how he looks, he's a bald 

guy whose body is as round as an 

egg, and he floats in a flying space-

ship that looks like an egg.  Doctor 

Eggman is also a mad scientist and he creates robots to help 

him to kill sonic.  

 Sonic loves to run and is really good at running. He 

can run faster than lighting and that's why he would always 

beat Doctor Eggman! Sonic has some friends to help him 

defeat Doctor Eggman, like Tails, Knuckles, Rose, and Shad-

ow the hedgehog.  All of these characters hate the Eggman, 

too, and most of them are as powerful and good as Sonic.  
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Flags were flown at half 
staff across our state to 
honor the students and 
teachers who lost their 
lives at an elementary 
school in Uvalde, Texas. 

 

By: Nora R. 
 
 In our school, 
there are some teachers 
who only teach a small 
portion of students. Not 
every student will meet 
them. These teachers 
are specialists, and they 
are just as important as 
any other staff member. 
They work with students 
who have some difficulties in learning, and help them out in areas where 
some other teachers couldn’t. Over the past year, we’ve gotten some new 
specialists. I was able to ask some of them about their jobs here in school. 
 One of the specialists I interviewed was Mrs. Popitti. She is a pediat-
ric occupational therapist who works at all three schools in Lebanon Public 
Schools, at which she sees about 25 students in total, and in a clinical setting 
as well. This is her first teaching position, as she became a licensed occupa-
tional therapist in 2019. To get this license, she needed to graduate from an 
accredited master’s program and pass the national board exam. In occupa-
tional therapy, sometimes additional training is necessary, depending on the 
specific career as a therapist they take on. Mrs. Popitti went back to school in 
2020 to better her skill and understanding in her therapy. The transition to 
the school setting was eased for her, due to her familiarity as a former stu-
dent of Lebanon. It also allows her to understand her students more. When 
working with students, she tries to use many different creative methods to 
get them learning, like using shaving cream or Play-doh.  
 Another specialist in our school is Mrs. Mansfield. She’s a social 
worker at LMS and LES, and just started here this year. However, she has 
been in the occupation for 6 years now. To work in the field, though, she had 
to go through 4 years of college, 2 years of grad school, and get a certification 
from the state that lets her work in a school setting. Her job is to help stu-
dents ages 8-21 and their families find the resources they need to be success-
ful and the best they can be. She meets with about 40-45 students individual-
ly/in groups, though she really works with all students of LMS and LES. Mrs. 
Mansfield works with other teachers to make sure students feel comfortable 
in their environment.  
 Mrs. Flynn is yet another specialist in our school system. She’s a 
speech-language pathologist at LMS and LMHS, and has been working in the 
field for 3 years. Though, her first 2 years were spent at Portland Public 
Schools. She wanted to be in the medical field, but she also enjoyed working 
with kids, so she found this was the perfect combination. To get this job, she 
had to face a lot of education. She got a bachelor’s degree in communicative 
disorders and a master's degree in speech-language pathology, and then had 
to complete a Clinical Fellowship Year. Mrs. Flynn helps out students with 
speaking, reading & writing comprehension, and communication skills. She 
currently teaches about 25 students this year, and has to work closely with 
other special education teachers to target skill levels and goals.  
 There are multiple other specialists who work in our school system, 
all of whom are crucial in having an accessible learning environment for eve-
rybody. They work hard to make each and every student be the best they can 
be. 

Teacher Spotlight: Specialists 

Get your  

Summer 
Reading 

packet 
from your  

LA/Reading 
teacher! 

 
Requirements: 2 books  

 
Optional: Send a  

summer reading pic to 
Ms. Picard or Mrs. 

Cofrancesco for a prize 
and spot on the summer 

reading b-board. 
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Eighth graders spent the year learning about various careers and finding out about their own interests. 
This culminated in a presentation by each student showing their Job Shadow information. Potential careers 
focused on work in the military, medicine, law enforcement, engineering, education, law, building trades, 
and many more! 

Eighth Graders 
Share Interest at Career Fair 



LMS SPORTS 

By Andrew G. and Liam C. 
 

Long ago, softball was created to allow for indoor baseball games. The game would be called softball.  Softball is 
now played all over the world, just like baseball, and is a sport that many girls enjoy. Mr. Schultheis, our softball coach at the 
middle school, has a team that plays this game well. The girls had a tough season with 1 amazing win and 9 losses.   In Coach 
Schultheis’s opinion, the softball team succeeded, because even though they lost more games than they won, they still im-
proved their skill level.  There were some players who returned this season from last year's team. The returning players were 
mostly 8th graders.  The team’s strategies were to try their hardest and practice when they could.  In our softball season, the 
team got some hits, most of them were pretty good and great to view. One of their most disappointing games was when they 
had an error catching the ball and messed up throwing the ball to the home plate.  The best and most exciting game was 
when they were able to win and hit the ball all the way to the outfield.   

Mr. Schultheis loves coaching our school sports. He doesn't just coach softball, he does basketball as well, but they 
are both ball games!  In conclusion, Mr. Schultheis is an amazing softball coach. Even though they did not win many games, 
he was very proud of his hardworking team. 
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Softball Works Together 

Track & Field Runs Away with 
a Good Season 

By Lilly S. & Landon P. 
 
     Track and Field is multiple sports in one. There are running, throwing, and jumping 
events. Next the type of runs and events are 100 meter, 200 meter, 400 meter, 800 
meter, and 1600 meters, as well as high jump, long jump, discus and shot put. Some 
schools also do hurdles. The track and field team meets 5 days a week, unless bad 
weather occurs. They prepare in practice by stretching their ligaments and muscles. 
There were stretches led by experienced 8th graders, including Hazel DeLucia and 
Sylvie Hiltz. They get points in track to decide the winner of each event. First place 
gets 5 points, second gets 3, and first gets 1. At the end, they tally up the points and 
see who is the winner. You win by beating the opponent in points.  
     Many things can affect the track and field season. You cannot do track if it is virtual, 
but Mr. McLean did do exercises with his track team online a couple of times in 2020 
when the whole school was in distance learning. The temperature affects runners by 
draining their energy. If it is hot out OR cold and rainy days their muscles get tight and 
it might lead to an injury.  
     There were 48 kids on the track team this year. That is a lot of kids!  On average, 
they have 40 a year. One of the assistant coaches was  Mr. Barnes, who came up from 
the elementary school every day to help the track team. He was a big help in the track 
team. They also got help during meets from Ms. Picard, Mr. Giza, Mrs. Wales, Mrs. 
Novic, Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Spedaliere, as well as Coach Gray and Coach Fields from 
the high school. The track team has grown by beating personal records and meeting 
goals in States. The girls finished the season undefeated with a record of 6 wins, 0 
losses. The boys finished the season with 3 wins and 3 losses. 
     There were roses and thorns for this track season. At the tri-meet, both the boys 
and girls won against their rivals. Another high point was the competition at states, 
where many team members made a personal best. Mr. McLean reported that our 
girls’ team actually finished 4th in the entire state at the 14th annual state champion-
ships at Manchester High School. Most of the low points are the injuries of the season. 
Mr. McLean said “it is always tough as a coach to see athletes work very hard and 
then not be able to compete because of an injury”.  
     The track and field season was a success because of hard work and talent. We hon-
or Mr. McLean for coaching LMS Track & Field for the last 12 years. This was his last 
season and his running shoes will be hard to fill! 
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By: Andrew G. and Liam C. 
 

Baseball is an amazing sport where you hit the ball and try to get 
it as far as you can. It sounds simple, but it's not easy. The older you get, 
the harder it gets, and you have to be very good at baseball to make your 
school team.   

Our school team is very talented and can hit, catch, and throw 
the ball very well. If you're good at all of the three things, this is the sport 
for you!   We asked Coach John Parker some questions about the team, 
18 amazing players who are all very good at the game. Despite the team’s 
losing record of 2-8, Coach Parker feels the team succeeded this season 
He explained that it didn’t really show because of the score, but they 
mostly were 5 runs (points) behind the other team.  There 
were alot of returning people this season from other sea-
sons, including Niko Chaviaras, Alex Svedarsky, DJ Medina, 
Kaden Moore, Michael Saintil, Jaxson Bobbi, and Calvin 
Sammarco.  When asked what the team’s strategies for 
their games were, the coach said that they worked on the 
fundamentals and it improved the team a whole lot.  There 
was a bad game when they weren't paying attention and 
were dropping the ball and not hitting.  Coach Parker said 
that the most exciting game was their last game against 
Bolton because the team put pitching, offense, and de-
fense together. Coach Parker said that he loved playing 
baseball because it is a sport of failure and he also said 
that undoubtedly it’s one of the toughest sports to play. 
Coach Parker said that it was a pleasure coaching the LMS 
baseball team. 

Baseball Team Puts Skills to Work 

Volleyball Photos 
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Great East Photos 

 Fifth and Eight graders in Reading classes, along with 
students in SAM team made blankets for patients receiv-
ing cancer treatments at UConn Health. 

By Evelyn S. & Sienna W. 
 
The LMS Spring Concert of 2022 was a great success. Mr. Smith is very 
proud of all the LMS performers. He hopes to have more themed perfor-
mances in the future. Mr. Smith is thrilled to see the LMS band and cho-
rus expand next year with new performers. Some of the songs they per-
formed were, Message in a Bottle, Little Mermaid songs, Firebird, and 
Eagle Summit March, Since the day of the concert was dismal, Mr. 
Smith decided to move the concert to the LMHS auditorium so our audi-
ence wouldn’t have to sit on cold, damp, wooded benches. All LMS per-
formers had a very powerful sound and an amazing performance, de-
spite the last minute change of location!  

Musical Notes 




