
 
Central Falls School District Board of Trustees 

Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2019 
Calcutt Middle School – Library 2nd Floor 

5:30 PM 
 

I. The meeting was called to order at 5:33pm. 
 

A roll call was taken. Board Members Present: Anna Cano-Morales, Stephanie Gonzalez, Diosa 
Martinez, Hugo Figueroa, Glendaliz Colon, Sonia Grace and Andrew Bramson (arrived at 
5:46pm) 

 
II. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Dr. Toledo. 

 
III. A motion to approve the meeting minutes of February 27, 2019, was made by Ms. 

Grace and seconded by Ms. Gonzalez.  All in favor. 
 

IV. A motion to approve personnel actions including any new appointments, rescissions, 
resignations, recalls, and retirement was made by Ms. Grace and seconded by Ms. 
Gonzalez. 
 
● New Hires: 

i. Amanda Keefe - ELA Calcutt 
ii. Kathleen Taraian - HR 

● Retirements: 
i. Ms. Christine Miller 

● Resignations: 
i. Ms. Robin Bishop - Reading at Calcutt 

 
● Congrats to Ms. Miller who will be retiring after 40 years. 
 

V. Approval of bills – Grants and General Budget 
 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Mr. Figueroa and seconded by Ms. 
Gonzalez.  All in favor. 

 
VI. The RI Builders Association presented a concept of creating a construction program 

at Central Falls High School.   
 
● The proposal is to create an adult program at CFHS this year and follow by 

potentially proposing the creation of a CTE program at CFHS for the school year 
2020-2021. 

● Ms. Betty Bernal presented that there is funding from the Dept of Labor and 
Training to start a Carpentry Career and Training program for 18 weeks with an 
ESL component and a Basic carpentry training (8 weeks) 

● Bob Baldwin said they are ready to work with adults (20+) similar to the 
programs in Woonsocket and Chariho.   He stated they would be adding 4 more in 
Spring 2019 and CF would be the 7th. 



 
● RIBCP would refurbish and furnish space.  The would provide job matching 

support 
● The Curriculum would be HBICC which is recognized nationally, more 

affordable curriculum and graduates with a pre-apprentice certificate. 
 

● Superintendent Capellan that the high school is working with National Academies 
Foundation on creating a Health Careers and IT/Computer Science program. 

● Ana Cano Morales wanted to remind everyone that CF is working to build new 
High School and she had several questions regarding equipment, safety concerns, 
require extra insurance and sustainability of program,  as well as, who pays for 
classroom teachers that need to be hired. 
 

● Board members had several questions regarding the program and how it would 
impact the work of the high school.  
 

● Ms. Grace motioned to support the concept and endorse the project with the 
expectation that CFSD worked on a plan to determine the feasibility of the 
proposal, it was seconded by Ms. Gonzlez.  All in favor. 

 
VII. The Student Voice Movement Presentation (Formerly Fuse Students) proposed to 

amend the uniform policy. 
 

● The board decided to take up the matter at the April meeting. 
 

VIII. School Redesign Update  
● The McKenna Center tutoring started with the student success coaches. 
● The Saturday Multilingual Academy has 170 students and growing. 
● The Dual Language Academy & Elementary School Choice Lottery will be held 

in April. 
● Family Night Dinner and Concert was a great success with 140 families in 

attennce. 
● The School Review Visits are in progress. 
● The Generation Citizen proposal for new water foundation has been funded.  

 
IX. The School Calendar 2019-2020 was proposed. 

● Thanks to Tracey Cavanaugh 
● Key Shifts 

i. Students start after Labor Day 
ii. Parent Teacher Conferences - 2 days only 

iii. Split professional learning days across semesters 
● A motion was made by Sonia Grace and seconded by Hugo Figueroa. All in 

favor. 
 

X. Public Comment 
● Ms. Sam Desmarais informed the board that a group of students will be attending 

a Computer Science Work Based Learning.  



 
● Pia DaLimos stated that she respects the community engagement work we are 

doing here in CF.  She is doing her Doctoral research on parent engagement and is 
looking at CF as a model. 

 
 

XI. Superintendent Comment 
● Submitted grant to RIDE to support students with IEPs (students who are 

differently abled) - $48K 
● Submitted grant to RIDE for bridge money for schools that came off the state list. 
 

XII. Board Comment 
● ACM: Thank you to everyone who is supporting the work of Public Education, 

not just in CF but across the state of RI. 
● GC: Thank you for the efforts for RICAS preparation. Students also shared IRLA 

score and report. Students know the importance!  
 

XIII. There was no Executive Session 
XIV. The Next Scheduled Meeting will be April 24, 2019 

 
XV. Adjournment         

● Moved by Sonia Grace 
● Second by Stephanie Gonzalez 
● All in favor. 

 
 
Assistive listening devices are available for use. The location is accessible to the disabled. 
Individuals requiring assistance due to a disability should notify the Superintendent’s Office at 

least 48 hours prior to the meeting at 401-727-7700.  


