
 Course:  Social Studies Grade 5  

S 
E 
P 
T 
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 

Map 
Skills 

 

 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

MAP 
SKILLS 
 

   

Use map 
vocabulary. 
Recite Parts 
of a map. 
List 
Continents, 
oceans. 
Identify 
Types of 
maps. 
Label  maps 
 

   

Map 
Vocabulary 
9/1/2009 

Reading a 
Map 
9/1/2009 

   

 
   

 Geography 
 

   

7.1.B ~ 
Describe and 
locate places 
and regions. 
  
7.2.A ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions. 
  
7.2.B ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
processes that 
shape patterns 
on Earth’s 
surface. 
  
   

   
O 
C 
T 
O 
B 
E 
R 

NATIVE 
AMERICANS 

 

 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

Populations 
of 
North/South 
America. 
Land bridge 
(Beringia). 
 
 
Ancient 
Peoples 
(Paleo-
Indians) 
Northwest 
Peoples. 
Southwest 
Peoples. 
 
Eastern 
Woodlands 
Peoples. 
Plains 
Peoples. 
 
 
 
 

Explore first/early 
populations of 
North and South 
America. 
 
Discuss/describe 
native groups by 
geographic area, 
culture, traditions. 
 
Compare/contrast 
native groups. 
 
Present/share 
information with 
class. 
 

   

Native 
American 
Peoples 
10/1/2009 

   

 
   

 History, 
Geography. 
Cultures 
 
 

   

7.2.A ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions. 
  
7.3.A ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
population 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.C ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
settlement 
characteristics. 



Eastern 
Woodlands 
Peoples. 
Plains 
Peoples. 
 
 
 
 

   

 

   

7.3.C ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
settlement 
characteristics. 
  
7.4.A ~ 
Identify the 
impacts of 
physical 
systems on 
people. 
  
7.4.B ~ 
Identify the 
impacts of 
people on 
physical 
systems. 
  
8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between past, 
present and 
future time. 
  
8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.4.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
individuals and 
groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 



contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
8.4.D ~ 
Explain how 
conflict and 
cooperation 
among social 
groups and 
organizations 
affected world 
history. 
  
   

   
N 
O 
V 
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 

EXPLORERS  
 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

Travel and 
trade in 
Europe. 
 
Silk Road 
(China/Asia) 
Marco Polo 
 
Europeans in 
the Americas. 
Columbus, 
Conquistadors. 
 
English, Dutch, 
French 
Explorers. 
 
Northwest 
Passage. 
 

   

Explore travel and 
trade in Europe. 
 
Discuss effects of 
exploring beyond 
boundaries. 
 
Discuss specific 
explorers and 
their 
missions/journeys. 
 
Predict what 
changes will occur 
as a result of 
exploration. 
 

   

World 
Explorers 
11/1/2009 

   

 
   

 History, 
Geography 
 

   

7.1.B ~ 
Describe and 
locate places 
and regions. 
  
7.2.A ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions. 
  
7.3.A ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
population 
characteristics. 
  
8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between past, 
present and 
future time. 
  
8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 



Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.3.C ~ 
Explain how 
continuity and 
change has 
influenced 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.4.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
individuals and 
groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
   

   
D 
E 
C 
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 

EUROPEAN 
SETTLEMENTS 

 

 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

New World 
Settlements 
-  
Spanish: 
Mexico, 
SW  
English: 
Roanoke & 
Jamestown 
French: 
Canada 
Dutch: NY, 

   

Connect the 
results of 
exploration. 
(New 
settlements) 
 
Compare 
settlement 
sites, 
organization 
or economy 
and govt. 
   

European 
Settlements 
12/1/2009 

   

 
   

 History,  
Geography,  
Government,  
Economics 
 

   

7.2.A ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions. 
  
7.3.A ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
population 
characteristics. 
  
7.4.A ~ 
Identify the 
impacts of 



PA 
 

   

 
Discuss 
effect of 
these 
settlements 
to Europe. 
 
 
 

   

regions by 
their 
population 
characteristics. 
  
7.4.A ~ 
Identify the 
impacts of 
physical 
systems on 
people. 
  
7.4.B ~ 
Identify the 
impacts of 
people on 
physical 
systems. 
  
8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between past, 
present and 
future time. 
  
8.1.C ~ 
Explain the 
fundamentals 
of historical 
interpretation. 
  
8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.4.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
individuals and 
groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 



cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
8.4.B ~ 
Identify and 
explain 
important 
documents, 
material 
artifacts and 
historic sites in 
world history. 
  
8.4.D ~ 
Explain how 
conflict and 
cooperation 
among social 
groups and 
organizations 
affected world 
history. 
  
   

   
J 
A 
N 
U 
A 
R 
Y 

COLONIES 
- New 
England 

 

 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

First English 
Colonies 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 
New 
Hampshire 
 

   

Compare 
colonies 
including 
reason for 
founding, 
organization 
of 
leadership, 
economy 
and 
products, 
etc. 
 
Connect 
similarities, 
discuss 
differences 
in these 
colonies 
 

Connect the 
results of 
exploration. 
(New 
settlements) 
 
Compare 
settlement 
sites, 
organization 
or economy 
and govt. 
 
Discuss 
effect of 
these 
settlements 
to Europe. 
 
 
 

New England 
Colonies 
1/1/2010 

   

 
   

 History, 
Geography, 
Government, 
Economics 
 

   

5.1.C ~ 
Describe the 
principles and 
ideals shaping 
government. 
  
5.2.D ~ 
Describe the 
importance of 
political 
leadership and 
public service. 
  
6.2.A ~ 
Describe 
market 
transactions in 
terms of 
goods, 
services, 
consumers 
and 
producers. 
  
6.2.C ~ 
Explain the 
function of 
money and its 



Identify 
Colonies by 
name and 
location 
 

Connect the 
results of 
exploration. 
(New 
settlements) 
 
Compare 
settlement 
sites, 
organization 
or economy 
and govt. 
 
Discuss 
effect of 
these 
settlements 
to Europe. 
 
 
 

   

services, 
consumers 
and 
producers. 
  
6.2.C ~ 
Explain the 
function of 
money and its 
use in society. 
  
6.2.E ~ 
Explain how 
the interaction 
of buyers and 
sellers 
determines 
prices and 
quantities 
exchanged. 
  
7.1.B ~ 
Describe and 
locate places 
and regions. 
  
7.2.A ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions. 
  
7.3.A ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
population 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.B ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their cultural 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.C ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
settlement 
characteristics. 



Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
settlement 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.D ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their economic 
activities. 
  
8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between past, 
present and 
future time. 
  
8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.3.B ~ 
Identify and 
explain 
primary 
documents, 
material 
artifacts and 
historic sites 
important in 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  



8.4.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
individuals and 
groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
8.4.C ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
continuity and 
change has 
affected belief 
systems, 
commerce and 
industry, 
innovations, 
settlement 
patterns, 
social 
organizations, 
transportation 
and women’s 
roles in world 
history. 
  
   

   
F 
E 
B 
R 
U 
A 
R 
Y 

COLONIES 
- Middle 
and 
Southern 

 

 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

"Middle" 
Colonies- 
New York, 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland 
 
 
 

Southern 
Colonies- 
Virginia, 
North 
Carolina, 
South 
Carolina, 
Georgia 
 

Compare 
colonies 
including 
reason for 
founding, 
organization 
of 
leadership, 
economy 
and 
products, 
etc. 
 
Compare 
colonies 
including 
reason for 
founding, 
organization 
of 
leadership, 

Middles and 
Southern 
Colonies 
2/1/2010 

   

 
   

 History, 
Geography, 
Government, 
Economics 
 

   

5.1.C ~ 
Describe the 
principles and 
ideals shaping 
government. 
  
5.2.D ~ 
Describe the 
importance of 
political 
leadership and 
public service. 
  
6.2.A ~ 
Describe 
market 
transactions in 
terms of 
goods, 
services, 
consumers 



Virginia, 
North 
Carolina, 
South 
Carolina, 
Georgia 
 

   

Connect 
similarities 
to other 
colonies, 
discuss 
differences 
 
Identify 
Colonies by 
name and 
location. 
 

Compare 
colonies 
including 
reason for 
founding, 
organization 
of 
leadership, 
economy 
and 
products, 
etc. 
 
Connect 
similarities, 
discuss 
differences 
in these 
colonies 
 
Identify 
Colonies by 
name and 
location 
 

Connect the 
results of 
exploration. 
(New 
settlements) 
 
Compare 
settlement 
sites, 
organization 
or economy 
and govt. 
 
Discuss 
effect of 
these 
settlements 
to Europe. 
 
 
 

  
6.2.A ~ 
Describe 
market 
transactions in 
terms of 
goods, 
services, 
consumers 
and 
producers. 
  
6.2.C ~ 
Explain the 
function of 
money and its 
use in society. 
  
7.1.B ~ 
Describe and 
locate places 
and regions. 
  
7.2.A ~ 
Describe the 
physical 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions. 
  
7.3.A ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
population 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.B ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their cultural 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.C ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their 
settlement 
characteristics. 



settlements 
to Europe. 
 
 
 

   

regions by 
their 
settlement 
characteristics. 
  
7.3.D ~ 
Describe the 
human 
characteristics 
of places and 
regions by 
their economic 
activities. 
  
8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between past, 
present and 
future time. 
  
8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.3.B ~ 
Identify and 
explain 
primary 
documents, 
material 
artifacts and 
historic sites 
important in 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.4.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
individuals and 
groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 



groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
8.4.C ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
continuity and 
change has 
affected belief 
systems, 
commerce and 
industry, 
innovations, 
settlement 
patterns, 
social 
organizations, 
transportation 
and women’s 
roles in world 
history. 
  
   

   
M 
A 
R 
C 
H 

REVOLUTION!  
 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

Conflicts 
with 
Great 
Britain -  
French & 
Indian 
War, 
Taxes in 
the 
Colonies, 
Military in 
Boston 
 
 
 

   

Explore the 
early 
conflicts 
with Great 
Britain, 
causes and 
effects.        
Connect 
cause/effect 
events to 
reasons for 
revolution. 
Discuss: 
Boston 
Massacre, 
Boston Tea 
Party, Paul 
Revere (tie 
to story in 
Reading 

   

Revolution- 
3/1/2010 

   

 
   

 History 
 

   

8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between past, 
present and 
future time. 
  
8.1.B ~ Explain 
and analyze 
historical 
sources 
  
8.1.C ~ 
Explain the 
fundamentals 
of historical 
interpretation. 
  
8.3.A ~ Identify 
and explain 
the political 
and cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 



basal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

8.3.A ~ Identify 
and explain 
the political 
and cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups to 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.3.B ~ Identify 
and explain 
primary 
documents, 
material 
artifacts and 
historic sites 
important in 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.3.C ~ 
Explain how 
continuity and 
change has 
influenced 
United States 
history from 
Beginnings to 
1824. 
  
8.4.A ~ Identify 
and explain 
how 
individuals and 
groups made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
8.4.D ~ 
Explain how 
conflict and 
cooperation 
among social 
groups and 
organizations 
affected world 
history. 



affected world 
history. 
  
   

   
A 
P 
R 
I 
L 

WAR FOR 
INDEPENDENCE 

 

 
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

Revolution/War 
for 
Independence  
Lexington, 
Bunker 
Hill, Continental 
Congress,  
Declaration of 
Independence, 
Continental 
Army, 
Specified 
battles, final 
surrender at 
Yorktown 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Organize the events leading to 
the Declaration of 
Independence.  Interpret/Discuss 
the Declaration.  Connect the 
progression of the War for 
Independence. Elaborate on the 
significance of the outcome. 
 
 

   

War for 
Independence 
4/1/2010 

   

 
   

 History, 
Government 
 

   

5.1.E ~ 
Explain the 
basic 
principles 
and ideals 
within 
documents 
of United 
States 
government. 
  
5.1.H ~ 
Describe the 
roles played 
by the 
framers of 
the basic 
documents 
of 
governments 
of 
Pennsylvania 
and the 
United 
States. 
  
6.2.J ~ 
Explain the 
cost and 
benefits of 
taxation. 
  
8.1.A ~ 
Understand 
chronological 
thinking and 
distinguish 
between 
past, present 
and future 
time. 
  
8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups 
to United 



8.3.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain the 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
of individuals 
and groups 
to United 
States 
history from 
Beginnings 
to 1824. 
  
8.4.A ~ 
Identify and 
explain how 
individuals 
and groups 
made 
significant 
political and 
cultural 
contributions 
to world 
history. 
  
8.4.B ~ 
Identify and 
explain 
important 
documents, 
material 
artifacts and 
historic sites 
in world 
history. 
  
8.4.D ~ 
Explain how 
conflict and 
cooperation 
among social 
groups and 
organizations 
affected 
world history. 
  
   

   
M 
A 
Y 

POST REVOLUTION - 
US 
CONSTITUTION/Basic 

 



Government  
 Essential 
Questions   

 Content    Skills    Assessments    Lessons   
 Reporting 
Category   

 Standards   

 
   

Creating a 
Nation. 
 
Constitutional 
Convention. 
 
US 
Constitution 
 
President 
Washington. 
 

Describe the 
issues of a 
New Nation. 
 
Identify 
needs of a 
New Nation 
and 
government. 
 
Discuss 
content of Us 
Constitution. 
 
Diagram the 
organization 
of US 
Government. 
 
List 
qualifications 
for US 
President. 
 

   

Identify the 
needs of post 
Revolution 
U.S. 
Present and 
discuss 
development 
of U.S. 
Constitution. 
Diagram 
government 
organization 
in U.S. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify 
election 
process. 
 
 
 

List and 
identify 
election 
qualifications/ 
process in 
U.S. 
 
 
 

   

U.S. 
Constitution/Basis 
Government 
5/1/2010 

   

 
   

 Government 
 

   

5.1.A ~ Explain 
the purpose of 
government. 
  
5.1.B ~ Explain 
the importance 
of the rule of 
law for the 
protection of 
individual rights 
and the 
common good 
in the 
community, 
state, nation 
and world. 
  
5.1.C ~ 
Describe the 
principles and 
ideals shaping 
government. 
  
5.1.E ~ Explain 
the basic 
principles and 
ideals within 
documents of 
United States 
government. 
  
5.1.F ~ Explain 
the meaning of 
the Preamble 
to the 
Constitution of 
the 
Commonwealth 
of 
Pennsylvania 
and compare it 
to the 
Preamble of 
the Constitution 
of the United 
States. 
  
5.1.H ~ 
Describe the 
roles played by 
the framers of 
the basic 
documents of 
governments of 
Pennsylvania 
and the United 
States. 
  



roles played by 
the framers of 
the basic 
documents of 
governments of 
Pennsylvania 
and the United 
States. 
  
5.1.I ~ 
Describe and 
compare the 
making of rules 
by direct 
democracy and 
by a republican 
form of 
government. 
  
5.1.J ~ 
Describe how 
the government 
protects 
individual and 
property rights 
and promotes 
the common 
good. 
  
5.2.A ~ 
Compare rights 
and 
responsibilities 
of citizenship. 
  
5.3.B ~ 
Describe the 
responsibilities 
and powers of 
the three 
branches of 
government. 
  
5.3.C ~ Explain 
how 
government 
actions affect 
citizens' daily 
lives. 
  
5.3.F ~ 
Describe the 
voting process. 
  



5.3.G ~ 
Describe how 
the government 
protects 
individual 
rights. 
  
5.3.K ~ 
Describe forms 
of government. 
  
   

   
 


