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Ongoing throughout the year  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do I play a 
xylophone or 
glockenspiel?  How 
do I hold the 
mallets?  Do I play 
with both of my 
hands or one at a 
time?  When should I 
play?  

playing an 
instrument alone and 
with others   

playing an 
instrument on cue 
and with proper 
technique as shown 
by the teacher   

      9.1.3.A-Know and use 
the elements and 
principles of each art 
form to create works in 
the arts and humanities. 
9.1.3.E-Demonstrate the 
ability to define objects, 
express emotions, 
illustrate an action or 
relate an experience 
through creation of 
works in the arts. 
9.1.3.H-Handle 
materials, equipment 
and tools safely at work 
and performance 
spaces.  

What are the four 
families of the 
orchestra? 
What are some of the 
individual 
instruments from 
these families?  
What are the 
characteristics of the 
instruments and how 
they sound?   

the families of the 
orchestra and their 
family members   

listen and identify the 
basic instruments of 
the orchestra and 
their characteristic 
sound   

      9.1.3.B-Recognize, 
know, use and 
demonstrate a variety of 
appropriate arts 
elemetns and principles 
to produce, review and 
revise original works in 
the arts. 
9.1.3.C-Recognize and 
use fundamental 
vocabulary within each 
of the arts forms. 



9.1.3.E-Demonstrate the 
ability to define objects, 
express emotions, 
illustrate an action or 
relate an experience 
through creation of 
works in the arts. 
9.2.3.L-Identify, explain 
and analyze common 
themes, forms and 
techniques from works 
in the arts. 
9.3.3.E-Recognize and 
identify types of critical 
analysis in the arts and 
humanities.  

How do I show a 
steady beat?  

 steady beat  demonstrate steady 
beat by using body 
percussion and 
rhythm instruments 
to a natural tempo   

      9.1.3.H-Handle 
materials, equipment 
and tools safely at work 
and performance 
spaces.  

When does it feel 
like the music 
ends/begins? 
How does the music 
make me feel?  

Expressive 
movement to music  

students will 
expressively mirror 
the teacher to 
demonstrate musical 
phrasing and/or 
patterns in music.  

      9.1.T-Identify and 
perform safety issues in 
music and visual 
9.1.O-Identify rhythm 
and patterns in music 
9.1.G-Create and 
perform music 
9.1.D-Develop an 
understanding of 
melody as an important 
musical element  

  Vocal Tone Color  speak, sing, whisper, 
and call using 
different simple 
rhymes and songs   

      9.1.C-Practice using the 
elements of timbre 
(quality of sound; 
intensity and pitch) and 



rhythm (a regular 
recurrence of strong and 
weak beats) and volume 
(loud/soft)  

How does music help 
me play with my 
friends?    

singing games and 
dancing  

students will learn 
singing games, play 
parties, and age 
appropriate folk 
dancing  

      9.1.U-Identify school 
and community 
performances, and 
exhibitions for dance, 
music and theatre 
9.1.O-Identify rhythm 
and patterns in music 
9.1.N-Identify patterns 
in dance 
9.1.G-Create and 
perform music 
9.1.A-Develop using the 
elements of high and 
low space in dance  

  Reading applicable 
literature to help 
students relate, 
understand, and 
create content 
relevent to the visual 
and performing arts 
 
  

Teacher will read 
stories to students of 
many styles and 
content related to 
performing, 
analyzing, and 
understanding 
musical concepts  

      9.3.C-Make categories 
or classifications about 
works in the arts 
9.3.A-Create a critical 
statement about works 
of art 
9.3.B-Identify the 
elements, principles, and 
concepts used to 
describe works in the 
arts 
9.2.B-Identify common 
themes and patterns in 
works in the arts 
9.1.O-Identify rhythm 
and patterns in music 
9.1.K-Recognize and 
use fundamental 



vocabulary in music  
How can I make my 
singing voice match 
other peoples?  

matching pitch  students will echo 
teacher 
students will echo 
each other  
students will perform 
pitch exploration 
poems, stories, 
activities, and simple 
songs   

        

 
 

 


