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Scarcity and Choice  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

In what ways do 
people cope with the 
problem of scarcity? 
How can economic 
interdependence be 
both a good thing 
and a bad thing? 
Can a single model 
be an effective tool 
for understanding 
economic activity?  

Economics: 
macro/micro, 
resources, scarcity, 
opportunity cost, 
production 
possibilities, forms of 
exchange, division of 
labor, specialization. 
Economic systems. 
Entrepreneur, 
partnerships, 
Corporations and 
savings and benefits 
of savings.  

Students will be able 
to explain the 
difference between 
macro and micro 
economics, describe 
what an opportunity 
cost is, list various 
forms of exchange, 
describe the different 
forms of business 
associations and 
write a check and 
balance a check 
book.  

Economics test 
9/30/2013 
Economics test 
9/30/2013  

  Economics - social 
studies  

WHST.9-10.1-Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific 
content. 
WHST.9-10.1.c-Use 
words, phrases, and 
clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships 
between claims) and 
reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
WHST.9-10.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of 
technology's capacity to 
link to other information 
and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
WHST.9-10.1.e-Provide 
a concluding statement 



or section that follows 
from or supports the 
argument presented.  
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economic systems ~  Economic systems. Entrepreneur, partnerships, Corporations and savings and benefits of savings. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How does and 
economic system 
help a society deal 
with the fundamental 
problem of scarcity? 
How might major 
economic and social 
goals in the the U.S. 
change in your 
lifetime? 
Are the roles of the 
entrepreneur, the 
consumer, and the 
government in the 
free enterprise 
system equally 
important, or is one 
more important than 
the other? 
  

Students will learn 
about: traditional, 
market, command 
and mixed 
economies, markets, 
self interest, 
authoritarian 
socialism, 
communism, 
capitalism, 
democratic socialism, 
free enterprise, 
competition, markets, 
income, full 
employment and 
standard of living.  

Students will be able 
to: describe the 
various differences 
between the various 
types of economies, 
explain the benefit of 
self interest, explain 
what a market is, 
define income and 
full employment and 
describe what a 
standard of living is.  

Economic 
Assessments 
10/31/2013  

  Economics - social 
studies  

CC.8.6.9-10.A-Text 
Types and Purposes ~ 
Write arguments 
focused on discipline-
specific content. 
CC.8.6.9-10.A.1-
Introduce precise 
claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and 
create an organization 
that establishes clear 
relationships among the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
CC.8.6.9-10.A.3-Use 
words, phrases, and 
clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and 
reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
CC.8.5.9-10.D-Craft and 
Structure ~ Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are 



used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing 
political, social, or 
economic aspects of 
history/social science.  
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Supply and Demand  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

Why do economists 
call the demand 
curve one of the main 
"tools" of their 
profession? 
Why is it necessary 
to consider non price 
factors when 
analyzing changes in 
demand? 
Is the concept of 
elasticity general 
enough to use in 
disciplines other than 
economics? 
How can the supply 
curve be used as a 
tool for studying 
markets? 
What does a study of 
production function 
tell us about a firm's 
performance? 
Why is marginal 
concept important to 
economic analysis? 
 
 

Students will learn 
about: demand, law 
of demand, 
purchasing power, 
substitution effect, 
diminishing marginal 
utility, demand 
schedule, demand 
curve, determinants 
of demand, substitute 
goods, 
complementary 
goods, elasticity of 
demand. 
Students will learn 
about: balance, 
liquidity, time 
deposits, savings 
rate, real investment, 
infrastructure, 
brokers, yields, 
futures, annual 
percentage rate.  

Students will be able 
to: discuss demand, 
law of demand, 
purchasing power, 
explain the 
substitution effect, 
describe the law of 
diminishing marginal 
utility, plot a demand 
curve, discuss the 
determinants of 
demand, substitute 
goods and 
complementary 
goods. 
Students will be able 
to: define balance, 
liquidity, time 
deposits, savings, 
rates, explain real 
investments, 
infrastructure, tell 
what brokers do, the 
significance of 
yields, futures, and 
annual percentage 
rates.  

Supply and Demand 
Assessments 
11/30/2013  

  Economics - social 
studies  

CC.8.6.9-10.F-Research 
to Build and Present 
Knowledge ~ Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
CC.8.6.9-10.G-Research 
to Build and Present 
Knowledge ~ Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 



In what ways do you 
participate in the 
circular flow of the 
financial system? 
What are the 
parallels between the 
markets for goods 
and services and 
markets for assets? 
  

research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation.  

Economic Performance  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How have 
technology and the 
internet affected the 
way we use money 
today? 
How has modern 
banking been 
affected by 
technology? 
How have recent 
business fluctuations 
affected the 
development and use 
of monetary policy in 
the U.S.?  

Students will learn 
about: Gross 
domestic product, 
nominal GDP, real 
GDP, price index, 
gross national 
product, business 
cycle, expansion, 
recession, 
depression, leading 
indicators, real gdp, 
labor productivity.  

Students will be able 
to: define the gdp, 
real gdp, explain the 
purpose of the price 
index, describe the 
elements fo the gross 
national product, 
explain how the 
business cycle works, 
describe the 
difference between 
expansion and 
recession, 
depression, tell what 
the leading indicators 
are, real gdp and 
labor productivity.  

      CC.8.6.9-10.F-Research 
to Build and Present 
Knowledge ~ Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
CC.8.6.9-10.G-Research 
to Build and Present 
Knowledge ~ Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 



digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation.  
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United States Geography  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

  US regions: East, 
Interior Plains, West 
Hawaii/Alaska  

Students will be able 
to describe the 
climates, natural 
resources and 
economics of these 
regions.  

Test 12/31/2013        

Geography East Asia  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How has East Asia's 
location on the Ring 
of Fire affected the 
region's physical and 
human systems? 
What factors 
influence the climate 
in East Asia? 
How might rural to 
urban migration 
affect the land scape 

Students will learn 
about the countries of 
East Asia. These 
countries include: 
Japan, Hong Kong, 
China, Mongolia, N. 
& S. Korea, and 
Taiwan.  

Students will be able 
to identify major 
Physical Features, 
Natural 
Resources/Economic 
Activities, form of 
Government.  
 
Discuss the history 
and culture 
History/Culture of 

Assessment 
12/31/2013  

  Geography - Social 
Studies 
  

CC.8.6.9-10.F-Research 
to Build and Present 
Knowledge ~ Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 



in China? 
How might culture 
influence people's 
perceptions of Japan? 
How can tow 
countries with 
similar histories 
move in different 
directions today?  

the countries of East 
Asia. 
 
Label countries and 
physical features on a 
map.  

appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
CC.8.6.9-10.G-Research 
to Build and Present 
Knowledge ~ Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 
CC.8.5.9-10.E-Craft and 
Structure ~ Analyze 
how a text uses structure 
to emphasize key points 
or advance an 
explanation or analysis.  

Africa  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

  Egypt, Libya, 
Algeria, Rwanda, 

Students will be able 
to identify major 

Test 12/31/2013        



Burundi, Uganda, 
South Africa, 
Somalia, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Tanzania, 
Seychelles, Comoros, 
and Madagascar.  
 
 
  

physical features, 
natural 
resources/economic 
activities and forms 
of government. 
 
Discuss the history 
and cultural 
history/cultural of the 
countries of Africa. 
 
Label the countries 
and physical features 
on a map.  

 

J 
a 
n 
u 
a 
r 
y 

South Asia ~  Arabian Peninsula, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Kuwait. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What things can one 
learn about a country 
by studying its 
people? 
 
 
In what ways can 
conflict shape a 
country? 
How might the 
location of a country 
influence its culture? 
What does it mean 
for countries to be 
economically 
interdependent? 
What environmental 
challenges might 
countries with large 

The students will 
learn about the 
countries and 
cultures of: India, 
Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bhutan, Maldives 
and Sri Lanka.  

The students will be 
able to identify the 
major physical 
features, natural 
resources, economic 
activities, and 
government of the 
region.  

Assessments for 
South Asia 
1/31/2014  

  Geography - Social 
Studies  

CC.8.5.9-10.F-Craft and 
Structure ~ Compare the 
point of view of two or 
more authors for how 
they treat the same or 
similar topics, including 
which details they 
include and emphasize 
in their respective 
accounts. 
CC.8.5.9-10.G-
Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas ~ 
Integrate quantitative or 
technical analysis (e.g., 
charts, research data) 
with qualitative analysis 
in print or digital text. 
RH.9-10.3-Analyze in 



populations face?  detail a series of events 
described in a text; 
determine whether 
earlier events caused 
later ones or simply 
preceded them.   
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Middle East Geography  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do ancient 
civilizations and 
cultures continue to 
influence the eastern 
Mediterranean 
today? 
What religious 
traditions have 
shaped the history of 
the Northeast? 
What has effected the 
development in the 
Arabian Peninsula? 
How has the 
presence of oil 
affected the 
economies of the 
countries in North 
Africa, South West 
Asia, and Central 
Asia? 
How have 
technology and war 
impacted the 
environment in North 
Africa, Southwest 
Asia, and Central 

Students will learn 
about the following 
countries or regions: 
The Arabian 
Peninsula, Iraq, Iran 
Afghanistan, Israel, 
Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan.  

Students will be able 
to identify the major 
physical features, 
natural 
resources/economic 
activities and forms 
of government. 
Discuss the history 
and cultural history 
and cultural history 
of the Africa. Label 
the countries and 
physical features on a 
map.  

Assessments for 
Africa 2/28/2014  

  Geography - Social 
Studies  

RH.9-10.3-Analyze in 
detail a series of events 
described in a text; 
determine whether 
earlier events caused 
later ones or simply 
preceded them.  
RH.9-10.4-Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing 
political, social, or 
economic aspects of 
history/social science. 
WHST.9-10.2.f-Provide 
a concluding statement 
or section that follows 
from and supports the 
information or 
explanation presented 
(e.g., articulating 
implications or the 
significance of the 
topic). 
WHST.9-10.4-Produce 
clear and coherent 



Asia?  writing in which the 
development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
WHST.9-10.5-Develop 
and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is 
most significant for a 
specific purpose and 
audience. 
WHST.9-10.7-Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
WHST.9-10.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of 



technology's capacity to 
link to other information 
and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
WHST.9-10.8-Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 
WHST.9-10.9-Draw 
evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
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Africa  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What religious 
traditions have 
shaped the history of 
North Eastern 
Africa? 
What kinds of 

Students will learn 
about: Egypt, Libya, 
Algeria, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Uganda, 
South Africa, 
Somalia, Kenya, 

Students will be able 
to identify major 
physical features, 
natural 
resources/economic 
activities, and forms 

Africa Assessments 
3/31/2014  

  Geography - Social 
Studies  

RH.9-10.3-Analyze in 
detail a series of events 
described in a text; 
determine whether 
earlier events caused 
later ones or simply 



physical process have 
shaped the African 
land scape? 
What factors 
influence the climate 
n Africa south of the 
Sahara? 
How has East 
Africa's location 
along the Red Sea 
and Indian Ocean 
influenced it's 
culture? 
How has the history 
of West Africa been 
affected by its 
physical location and 
influence by outside 
people? 
How have different 
peoples responded to 
the physical 
environment of 
Central Africa?  

Tanzania, Seychelles, 
Comoros, and 
Madagascar.  

of government. 
Discuss the history 
and cultural history 
of the countries of 
Africa. Label the 
countries and 
physical features on a 
map.  

preceded them.  
RH.9-10.4-Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing 
political, social, or 
economic aspects of 
history/social science. 
WHST.9-10.1.e-Provide 
a concluding statement 
or section that follows 
from or supports the 
argument presented. 
WHST.9-10.2.f-Provide 
a concluding statement 
or section that follows 
from and supports the 
information or 
explanation presented 
(e.g., articulating 
implications or the 
significance of the 
topic). 
WHST.9-10.4-Produce 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
WHST.9-10.5-Develop 
and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing 



on addressing what is 
most significant for a 
specific purpose and 
audience. 
WHST.9-10.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of 
technology's capacity to 
link to other information 
and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
WHST.9-10.7-Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
WHST.9-10.8-Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 



effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 
WHST.9-10.9-Draw 
evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
WHST.9-10.1.c-Use 
words, phrases, and 
clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships 
between claims) and 
reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
WHST.9-10.2.b-
Develop the topic with 
well-chosen, relevant, 
and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples appropriate to 
the audience's 



knowledge of the topic. 
WHST.9-10.1-Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific 
content. 
WHST.9-10.2.c-Use 
varied transitions and 
sentence structures to 
link the major sections 
of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among 
ideas and concepts.  
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Europe  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

Which European land 
forms do you think 
were shaped by the 
last ice age? 
What factors 
influence Europe's 
climate and 
vegetation? 
How did the 
Industrial Revolution 
affect life in 
Northern Europe? 
What factor united 
much of western 
Europe during the 
Middle Ages? 
What contributions 
from southern 
Europe formed the 
foundation for 

U.K., Benelux 
Countries, France, 
Spain, Germany, 
Austria, Italy, 
Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Poland, 
Russia and the 
Balkans.  

Students will be able 
to identify major 
Physical Features, 
Natural Resources, 
Major Economic 
Activities, Form of 
Government. 
Discuss the 
history/culture of the 
countries of Europe. 
Label countries and 
physical features on a 
map.  

Assessment 
4/30/2014  

  Geography - Social 
Studies  

WHST.9-10.1.e-Provide 
a concluding statement 
or section that follows 
from or supports the 
argument presented. 
WHST.9-10.2-Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts, including the 
narration of historical 
events, scientific 
procedures/ 
experiments, or 
technical processes. 
WHST.9-10.2.f-Provide 
a concluding statement 
or section that follows 
from and supports the 
information or 
explanation presented 
(e.g., articulating 



Western civilization? 
What major events in 
modern history have 
forced changes in the 
political and cultural 
makeup of eastern 
Europe?  

implications or the 
significance of the 
topic). 
WHST.9-10.4-Produce 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
WHST.9-10.5-Develop 
and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is 
most significant for a 
specific purpose and 
audience. 
WHST.9-10.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of 
technology's capacity to 
link to other information 
and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
WHST.9-10.7-Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 



selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
WHST.9-10.8-Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation.  

 

M 
a 
y 

Consumer Law  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What are the 
elements of a 
contract? 
 
What are some 
different types of 

        Civics and 
Government  

WHST.9-10.2.f-Provide 
a concluding statement 
or section that follows 
from and supports the 
information or 
explanation presented 



contracts? 
 
How do you know if 
you or someone else 
is in breach of 
contract? 
 
What are the 
elements of an illegal 
contract? 
  

(e.g., articulating 
implications or the 
significance of the 
topic). 
WHST.9-10.4-Produce 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
WHST.9-10.5-Develop 
and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is 
most significant for a 
specific purpose and 
audience. 
WHST.9-10.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of 
technology's capacity to 
link to other information 
and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
WHST.9-10.7-Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 



question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
WHST.9-10.8-Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation.  

Central and South America  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How has physical 
geography affected 
where people have 
settled in Latin 
America? 

Countries to be 
studies include: 
Mexico, Guatemala, 
El Salvador, 
Honduras, 

Students will be able 
to identify the major 
physical features, 
natural 
resources/economic 

Assessments 
5/31/2014  

  Geography - Social 
Studies  

  



How do location and 
landforms affect 
climate in Latin 
America? 
What groups have 
influenced the culture 
of Mexico? 
How might 
colonization and 
slavery influence the 
culture of a region? 
How have physical 
features influenced 
the culture of South 
America? 
How might a region 
expand its economic 
growth? 
How do human 
activities place stress 
on a region's natural 
resources?  

Nicaragua, Panama, 
Cuba, Columbia, 
Venezuela, Brazil, 
Peru, Bolivia, Chile, 
and Argentina.  

activities and forms 
of government. 
 
Discuss the history 
and cultural history 
and culture of the 
countries of Central 
and South America. 
 
Label countries and 
physical features on a 
map.  

 
 

 


