
  Teacher: Core American Government  Year:   2013-14  
  Course: American Government  Month:   All Months  
 
S 
e 
p 
t 
e 
m 
b 
e 
r 

Principles of Government  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

what are the basic 
ways that 
governments are 
formed, and how do 
they serve the people 
who live under them 
  

Government types 
  

Evaluate various types 
of government 
  

class discussion 
9/30/2013  

    RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a 
primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary that 
makes clear the 
relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 
RH.11-12.9-Integrate 
information from 
diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, 
into a coherent 
understanding of an idea 
or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 
RH.11-12.10-By the end 
of grade 12, read and 



comprehend 
history/social studies 
texts in the grades 11–
CCR text complexity 
band independently and 
proficiently. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact. 
C.2.3.2.1-Compare 
theories of government 
and their role in modern 
society. 
C.2.3.2.3-Assess the 
role of government in 
providing citizens with 
essential services.  

How did the critical 
periods of the 
Revolution and the 
early years of the 
republic define our 
basic government 
institutions? 
  

political philosophys 
  

Compare  philosophers 
of the times  
  

Discussion 
9/30/2013  

    RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a 
primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary that 
makes clear the 
relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 
RH.11-12.6-Evaluate 
authors' differing points 
of view on the same 
historical event or issue 
by assessing the authors' 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 



competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact. 
C.2.3.2.1-Compare 
theories of government 
and their role in modern 
society.  

How did the critical 
periods of the 
Revolution and the 
early years of the 
republic define our 
basic government 
institutions?  

Ideas of the founding 
fathers 
  

Identify founding 
fathers and their 
philosophies 
  

Philosophy Chart 
9/30/2013  

    RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a 
primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary that 
makes clear the 
relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 
RH.11-12.6-Evaluate 
authors' differing points 
of view on the same 
historical event or issue 
by assessing the authors' 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact. 
C.2.3.2.1-Compare 
theories of government 
and their role in modern 
society. 
WHST.11-12.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 



publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or 
information. 
WHST.11-12.7-Conduct 
short as well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a 
selfgenerated question) 
or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
WHST.11-12.8-Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations 
of each source in terms 
of the specific task, 
purpose, and audience; 
integrate information 
into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 



plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one 
source and following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
WHST.11-12.9-Draw 
evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
WHST.11-12.2-Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts, including the 
narration of historical 
events, scientific 
procedures/ 
experiments, or 
technical processes. 
WHST.11-12.2.a-
Introduce a topic and 
organize complex ideas, 
concepts, and 
information so that each 
new element builds on 
that which precedes it to 
create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
WHST.11-12.2.b-
Develop the topic 
thoroughly by selecting 
the most significant and 
relevant facts, extended 



definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples appropriate to 
the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 
WHST.11-12.2.c-Use 
varied transitions and 
sentence structures to 
link the major sections 
of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among 
complex ideas and 
concepts. 
WHST.11-12.2.d-Use 
precise language, 
domain-specific 
vocabulary and 
techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage the 
complexity of the topic; 
convey a knowledgeable 
stance in a style that 
responds to the 
discipline and context as 
well as to the expertise 
of likely readers.  

Origins of American Government  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How did the critical 
periods of the 
Revolution and the 
early years of the 

Declaration of 
Independence 
  

Evaluate the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
  

podcast presentation 
9/30/2013  

    C.2.3.1.2-Evaluate the 
impact of influential 
writings, speeches, and 
other communications 



republic define our 
basic government 
institutions?  

on society in the United 
States and the world. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact.  

How did the specific 
parts of the 
constitution work to 
create limited 
government and an 
effective democracy? 
  

Creating the 
constitution 
  

Evaluate the 
documents and ideas 
that help create the 
constitution 
  

Short essay 
9/30/2013  

    C.1.2.1.1-Compare and 
assess how various 
governments are 
organized and operate 
and assess citizen access 
to political participation 
within the various forms 
of government. 
C.1.2.2.1-Appraise the 
principles and ideals 
expressed in historical 
documents and 
determine how they 
impact the actions of the 
contemporary U.S. 
government. 
C.1.1.3.3-Evaluate how 
civil and human rights 
are exercised, protected, 
or curtailed by 
governments, 
individuals, or 
organizations. 
WHST.11-12.1-Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific 
content. 
WHST.11-12.1.d-
Establish and maintain a 



formal style and 
objective tone while 
attending to the norms 
and conventions of the 
discipline in which they 
are writing. 
WHST.11-12.1.e-
Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from or 
supports the argument 
presented.  

How did the specific 
parts of the 
constitution work to 
create limited 
government and 
effective democracy? 
  

 Compromise and 
ratification of the 
constitution 
  

Evaluate the 
constitution 
  

Class discussion 
9/30/2013  

    C.2.3.1.1-Draw 
conclusions about how 
civic principles impact 
society. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a 
primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary that 



makes clear the 
relationships among the 
key details and ideas.  

Constitution  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How did the specific 
parts of the 
constitution work to 
create limited 
government and 
effective 
democracy?  

Basic principles 
  

Interpret the basic 
concepts and format of 
the constitution 
  

Constitution 
Scavenger Hunt 
9/30/2013  

    C.2.3.1.2-Evaluate the 
impact of influential 
writings, speeches, and 
other communications 
on society in the United 
States and the world. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the 
text as a whole.  

How did the specific 
parts of the 
constitution work to 
create limited 
government and 
effective 
democracy?  

Bill of rights and the 
27 amendments 
  

Assess the 
amendments of the 
constitution 
  

Amendment 
Worksheet 
9/30/2013  

    C.2.3.1.1-Draw 
conclusions about how 
civic principles impact 
society. 
C.2.3.2.3-Assess the 
role of government in 
providing citizens with 
essential services. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 



to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a 
primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary that 
makes clear the 
relationships among the 
key details and ideas.  

How does the overall 
power of the national 
government compare 
to that of the state? 
  

Federalism  
  

Identify National and 
State rights 
  

Federalism 
worksheet 
9/30/2013  

    C.1.3.1.2-Analyze the 
specific duties of each 
branch of government at 
all levels of government 
and examine the process 
of checks and balances 
among the three 
branches of 
government. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 



information of a 
primary or secondary 
source; provide an 
accurate summary that 
makes clear the 
relationships among the 
key details and ideas.  
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Political Behavior  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do political 
parties play a large 
role in the decisions 
made by 
government?  
  

political parties 
  

identify the political 
party and their 
ideologies 
  

Online Survey 
10/31/2013  

    C.1.3.2.1-Describe and 
compare election 
processes in the United 
States and in 
Pennsylvania. 
C.1.3.2.3-Evaluate 
influences on election 
processes and the 
actions taken to address 
them. 
WHST.11-12.6-Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or 
information.  

How do political 
parties play a large 
role in the decisions 
made by 
government?  

Minor parties 
  

Explain the roles and 
functions of third 
parties in American 
Government 
  

Create graphic 
organizers 
10/31/2013  

    C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 
methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 



and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
RH.11-12.5-Analyze in 
detail how a complex 
primary source is 
structured, including 
how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text 
contribute to the 
whole.   

How do political 
parties play a large 
role in the decisions 
made by 
government?  

party organization 
  

Review the 
organization for 
American political 
parties 
  

Graphic organizers 
10/31/2013  

    C.2.2.2.1-Evaluate the 
influence of funding and 
regulation of campaigns 
on the political process. 
C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 
methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 
and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 



parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
RH.11-12.3-Evaluate 
various explanations for 
actions or events and 
determine which 
explanation best accords 
with textual evidence, 
acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4-Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term 
over the course of a text 
(e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10).  

The Electoral Process  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What are the basic 
mechanisms of our 
electoral system, and 
factors shape public 
choices at the polls?  

The Nomination 
Process 
  

Identify the process 
of becoming the 
President of the 
United States 
  

Class discussion and 
notes 10/31/2013  

    C.2.2.2.1-Evaluate the 
influence of funding and 
regulation of campaigns 
on the political process. 
C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 



methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 
and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change.  

What are the basic 
mechanisms of our 
electoral system, and 
factors shape public 
choices at the polls?  

Types of Elections 
  

Recognize the 
different types of 
elections and 
processes 
  

Worksheet 
10/31/2013  

    C.2.2.2.1-Evaluate the 
influence of funding and 
regulation of campaigns 
on the political process. 
C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 
methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 
and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
RH.11-12.9-Integrate 
information from 



diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, 
into a coherent 
understanding of an idea 
or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources.  

What are the basic 
mechanisms of our 
electoral system, and 
factors shape public 
choices at the polls?  

Campaign Finances 
  

analyze and discuss 
the current campaign 
finance laws 
  

Discussion and 
debate 10/31/2013  

    C.2.2.2.1-Evaluate the 
influence of funding and 
regulation of campaigns 
on the political process. 
C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 
methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 
and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the text 



as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a primary 
or secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary that makes 
clear the relationships 
among the key details 
and ideas. 
RH.11-12.3-Evaluate 
various explanations for 
actions or events and 
determine which 
explanation best accords 
with textual evidence, 
acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters 
uncertain.  
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Voters and Voting Behavior  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What are the basic 
mechanisms of our 
electoral system, and 
factors shape public 
choices at the polls? 
  

Voter Qualifications 
  

Name the 
qualifications to vote 
  

Oral exam 
11/30/2013  

    C.2.2.2.4-Assess the 
role of the media and 
emerging technologies 
in the political process. 
C.2.2.2.5-Analyze how 
economic interests 
influence public policy. 
RH.11-12.9-Integrate 
information from 
diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, 
into a coherent 
understanding of an idea 
or event, noting 



discrepancies among 
sources. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a primary 
or secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary that makes 
clear the relationships 
among the key details 
and ideas.  

What are the basic 
mechanisms of our 
electoral system, and 
factors shape public 
choices at the polls?  

Suffrage and Civil 
Rights 
  

Identify the Civil 
Rights acts that 
influenced voter 
participation 
  

Discussion 
11/30/2013  

    C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 
methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 
and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
C.2.2.1.1-Explain and 
assess how political 
parties participate in the 
political process. 
C.2.2.2.1-Evaluate the 
influence of funding and 
regulation of campaigns 
on the political process.  



What are the basic 
mechanisms of our 
electoral system, and 
factors shape public 
choices at the polls?  

Voter Behavior 
  

Analyze voter 
behavior by 
education, gender, 
age, and occupation 
  

Interpreting graphs 
11/30/2013  

    C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
RH.11-12.7-Integrate 
and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in 
order to address a 
question or solve a 
problem. 
RH.11-12.8-Evaluate an 
author's premises, 
claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or 
challenging them with 
other information.   
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Mass Media and Public Opinion  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How does public 
opinion influence 
government and what 
do interesting groups 
do to ensure that their 
policy positions have 
the most impact? 
  

Public opinion 
  

Examine Public 
Opinion and its effect 
on public policy 
  

Reading opinion 
polls 12/31/2013  

    C.2.2.1.1-Explain and 
assess how political 
parties participate in the 
political process. 
C.2.2.1.2-Analyze 
activities that interest 
groups employ to affect 
the political process. 



RH.11-12.3-Evaluate 
various explanations for 
actions or events and 
determine which 
explanation best accords 
with textual evidence, 
acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters 
uncertain.  

How does public 
opinion influence 
government and what 
do interesting groups 
do to ensure that their 
policy positions have 
the most impact?  

Measuring Public 
Opinion 
  

Interpret public 
opinion polls and 
their validity 
  

Analyzing opinion 
polls and 
understanding their 
importance 
12/31/2013  

    RH.11-12.7-Integrate 
and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in 
order to address a 
question or solve a 
problem. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change.  

How does public 
opinion influence 
government and what 
do interesting groups 
do to ensure that their 
policy positions have 
the most impact?  

Propaganda 
  

Identify propaganda 
techniques used in 
commercials and 
political ads 
 
recognize 
propaganda 
techniques used in 

Practice videos 
12/31/2013  

    C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 



advertisement and 
politics 
  

change. 
C.2.2.2.4-Assess the 
role of the media and 
emerging technologies 
in the political process. 
C.2.3.1.2-Evaluate the 
impact of influential 
writings, speeches, and 
other communications 
on society in the United 
States and the world. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact. 
WHST.11-12.9-Draw 
evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
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Interest Group  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How does public 
opinion influence 
government and what 
do interesting groups 
do to ensure that their 
policy positions have 
the most impact?  

Nature of Interests 
Groups 
  

Define the purpose 
and goals of interest 
groups 
  

note cards 1/31/2014      C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change.  

How does public 
opinion influence 
government and what 

Types of Interest 
groups 
  

Identify different 
types of interest 
groups and their 

Newsletter 
1/31/2014  

    C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 



do interesting groups 
do to ensure that their 
policy positions have 
the most impact?  

goals 
  

effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 
process to influence 
change. 
WHST.11-12.1.b-
Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying 
the most relevant data 
and evidence for each 
while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations 
of both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a 
discipline-appropriate 
form that anticipates the 
audience's knowledge 
level, concerns, values, 
and possible biases.  

How does public 
opinion influence 
government and what 
do interesting groups 
do to ensure that their 
policy positions have 
the most impact?  

Lobbying - interests 
groups at work 
  

demonstrate how 
interest groups 
effects government 
  

Discussion groups 
1/31/2014  

    C.2.2.2.2-Assess the 
role of various 
community 
organizations and the 
methods they use in 
pursuit of their interests 
and the interests of their 
members. 
C.2.2.2.3-Draw 
conclusions regarding 
the purpose and 
effectiveness of political 
parties, interest groups, 
and other organizations 
in using the political 



process to influence 
change.  
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The Judicial Branch  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How does the 
Constitution define 
the powers of the 
federal courts, and 
how are the various 
courts related? 
  

Structure of the court  
  

Explain how the 
appeals, district and 
supreme court work 
together 
 
Identify the 
qualifications and 
process of becoming 
a federal judge 
  

Notes and discussion 
2/28/2014  

    C.1.2.1.2-Analyze how 
power is transferred in 
various forms of 
government and the 
level of democracy 
indicated by the transfer 
of power in a 
government.  

How do cases come 
before the Supreme 
Court, and what 
factors influence the 
decisions the Court 
makes? 
  

Landmark Supreme 
Court cases 
  

Discuss and explain 
the importance of 
landmark supreme 
court cases 
  

Landmark cases 
scenereos 2/28/2014  

    C.1.4.2.1-Analyze court 
decisions that affect the 
ideals, principles, and 
functions of 
government. 
C.1.4.2.2-Analyze court 
decisions that support or 
weaken civil rights and 
liberties. 
C.1.4.2.3-Analyze court 
decisions that 
demonstrate the 
concepts of judicial 
review and legal 
precedent. 
RH.11-12.3-Evaluate 
various explanations for 
actions or events and 
determine which 
explanation best accords 
with textual evidence, 



acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4-Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term 
over the course of a text 
(e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). 
RH.11-12.8-Evaluate an 
author's premises, 
claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or 
challenging them with 
other information.   

Freedom of speech is 
one of America's 
most valued liberties, 
but are there limits to 
this and other basic 
freedoms under the 
constitution? 
  

First amendment 
rights 
  

Discuss the supreme 
courts interpretation 
of the freedoms of 
speech, press, 
religion, assembly 
and petition. 
  

First amendment case 
studies 2/28/2014  

    C.1.4.2.1-Analyze court 
decisions that affect the 
ideals, principles, and 
functions of 
government. 
C.1.4.2.2-Analyze court 
decisions that support or 
weaken civil rights and 
liberties. 
C.1.4.2.3-Analyze court 
decisions that 
demonstrate the 
concepts of judicial 
review and legal 
precedent. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 



specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a primary 
or secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary that makes 
clear the relationships 
among the key details 
and ideas.  

 

M 
a 
r 
c 
h 

The Legislative Branch  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

what powers did the 
Constitution give to 
the Congress, and 
how have these 
developed  over 
time? 
  

Qualifications 
  

List the 
qualifications and 
Structure of the 
House of 
Representatives and 
the Senate 
  

Notes for 
qualifications 
3/31/2014  

  Social Studies 
  

C.1.4.1.1-Assess the 
role of agencies at the 
local, state, and national 
levels in promoting the 
general welfare. 
C.1.2.1.1-Compare and 
assess how various 
governments are 
organized and operate 
and assess citizen access 
to political participation 
within the various forms 
of government. 
C.1.2.1.2-Analyze how 
power is transferred in 
various forms of 



government and the 
level of democracy 
indicated by the transfer 
of power in a 
government.  

what powers did the 
Constitution give to 
the Congress, and 
how have these 
developed  over 
time? 
  

Powers 
  

Identify the 
expressed, 
implied,non 
legislative and 
special powers of 
congress 
  

Display poster 
3/31/2014  

  Social Studies 
  

C.2.3.2.1-Compare 
theories of government 
and their role in modern 
society. 
C.2.3.2.3-Assess the 
role of government in 
providing citizens with 
essential services.  

What is the basic 
structures and 
organization of 
Congress as it 
represents the 
interests of the 
voters? 
  

organization 
  

Understand the 
power and structure 
of congress 
  

Compare and 
contrast the U.S. 
population to 
Congress 3/31/2014  

  Social Studies 
  

C.1.1.2.2-Explain the 
purposes and functions 
of governmental and 
non-governmental 
organizations. 
C.1.2.1.1-Compare and 
assess how various 
governments are 
organized and operate 
and assess citizen access 
to political participation 
within the various forms 
of government. 
C.1.2.1.3-Compare the 
legal structure of various 
types of government and 
analyze the level of 
citizen participation in 
the development and 
enforcement of the laws 
of each type of 
government. 
RH.11-12.7-Integrate 



and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in 
order to address a 
question or solve a 
problem.  

What types of actions 
can members of 
Congress take to 
represent voters' 
interests, and what 
rules govern 
congressional 
activities?  

Law Making Process 
  

Explain the process 
of how a bill 
becomes a law 
  

Lawmaking flow 
chart 3/31/2014  

  Social Studies 
  

C.2.3.1.1-Draw 
conclusions about how 
civic principles impact 
society. 
C.2.3.1.2-Evaluate the 
impact of influential 
writings, speeches, and 
other communications 
on society in the United 
States and the world. 
C.2.3.1.3-Describe 
competing ideologies 
and explain their 
development and 
impact.  

 

A 
p 
r 
i 
l 

The Executive Branch  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What are the prime 
duties of the 
presidency, the single 
most powerful office 
in the nation, and 
how is the president 
selected? 
  

Qualifications and 
benefits 
  

        C.1.2.2.3-Apply 
arguments about the role 
of government to local, 
state, and national issues 
of governance. 
C.1.2.2.1-Appraise the 
principles and ideals 
expressed in historical 
documents and 



determine how they 
impact the actions of the 
contemporary U.S. 
government.  

What basic powers of 
the presidency 
directly affect the 
other two branches of 
government-the 
legislative and the 
judiacary? 
 
What are the prime 
duties of the 
presidency, the single 
most powerful office 
in the nation, and 
how is the president 
selected?  

Powers 
  

        C.1.2.1.1-Compare and 
assess how various 
governments are 
organized and operate 
and assess citizen access 
to political participation 
within the various forms 
of government. 
C.1.2.1.2-Analyze how 
power is transferred in 
various forms of 
government and the 
level of democracy 
indicated by the transfer 
of power in a 
government. 
C.1.2.1.3-Compare the 
legal structure of various 
types of government and 
analyze the level of 
citizen participation in 
the development and 
enforcement of the laws 
of each type of 
government. 
C.1.2.1.4-Evaluate how 
governments and 
political figures use 
media to promote their 
policies. 
WHST.11-12.1-Write 
arguments focused on 



discipline-specific 
content.  

What basic powers of 
the presidency 
directly affect the 
other two branches of 
government-the 
legislative and the 
judiciary? 
  

Executive Offices 
  

        C.1.2.1.2-Analyze how 
power is transferred in 
various forms of 
government and the 
level of democracy 
indicated by the transfer 
of power in a 
government. 
C.1.2.1.3-Compare the 
legal structure of various 
types of government and 
analyze the level of 
citizen participation in 
the development and 
enforcement of the laws 
of each type of 
government. 
C.1.2.1.4-Evaluate how 
governments and 
political figures use 
media to promote their 
policies.  

What basic powers of 
the presidency 
directly affect the 
other two branches of 
government-the 
legislative and the 
judiciary?  

Economic Policy 
  

        C.1.4.1.2-Compare the 
duties of the governor's 
cabinet with the 
president's cabinet. 
C.1.4.2.1-Analyze court 
decisions that affect the 
ideals, principles, and 
functions of 
government. 
C.2.2.2.5-Analyze how 
economic interests 
influence public policy. 



C.2.4.1.2-Explain the 
various roles that 
political symbols, 
symbolic events, and 
individuals play in 
uniting groups and 
people in support of 
common causes.  

What basic powers of 
the presidency 
directly affect the 
other two branches of 
government-the 
legislative and the 
judiciary?  

Foreign Policy 
  

  Foreign policy and 
Afganistan 
4/30/2014  

    C.2.3.2.1-Compare 
theories of government 
and their role in modern 
society. 
C.2.3.2.2-Recognize 
how public and private 
interests conflict and 
how they coordinate 
efforts in order to deal 
with issues. 
C.2.4.2.1-Analyze how 
expectations for 
individual, group, and 
corporate behavior are 
established and enforced 
in order to avoid or 
resolve conflict. 
C.2.4.2.2-Examine how 
participation in law-
making and judicial 
processes avoids or 
resolves conflicts 
C.1.2.2.3-Apply 
arguments about the role 
of government to local, 
state, and national issues 
of governance. 
C.1.2.1.4-Evaluate how 



governments and 
political figures use 
media to promote their 
policies. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.6-Evaluate 
authors' differing points 
of view on the same 
historical event or issue 
by assessing the authors' 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 
RH.11-12.8-Evaluate an 
author's premises, 
claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or 
challenging them with 
other information.   

 

M 
a 
y 

State and Local Governments  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 
How is your state 
government 
structured, and why 
does it have more 
direct influence over 
citizen's loves than 
any other 

State constitutions, 
organization, 
government policies 
and judicial system 
  

        C.1.2.2.3-Apply 
arguments about the role 
of government to local, 
state, and national issues 
of governance. 
C.1.3.1.3-Summarize 
the legislative process in 



government? 
  

the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly and 
the U.S. Congress. 
C.1.3.2.1-Describe and 
compare election 
processes in the United 
States and in 
Pennsylvania. 
RH.11-12.1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting 
insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.2-Determine 
the central ideas or 
information of a primary 
or secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary that makes 
clear the relationships 
among the key details 
and ideas.  

What are the main 
functions of local 
governments and 
what are their main 
challenges today? 
  

Structure and 
challenges of local 
governments 
  

        C.1.3.1.3-Summarize 
the legislative process in 
the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly and 
the U.S. Congress.  

 

 

 


