
  Teacher: Jennifer Foutz  Year:   2013-14  
  Course: English 7  Month:   All Months  
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Journaling ~  Ongoing throughout the course. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes writing 
worth reading? 
Why is good 
paragraph 
construction 
important in the 
writing process? 
What conclusions 
can I draw from 
writing? 
How does writing 
relate to the author?  

Weekly journaling. 
Open-Ended 
Response Practice  

Respond to a quote. 
Respond to a 
question. 
Respond to a 
scenario. 
Free write. 
Respond to an Open-
Ended Literature 
Prompt. 
Score own OER 
based on the 3-point 
PSSA Rubric.  

Journaling 
8/31/2013  
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Nouns ~  Duration- 2 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Nouns 
Singular and Plural 
Nouns 
Collective Nouns 
Common and Proper 
Nouns 
Concrete and 
Abstract Nouns 
Possessive Nouns  

Define the word 
noun.  
Locate nouns in 
sample sentences. 
Identify nouns in 
sample sentences. 

Categorize the 
different types of 
nouns. 
Differentiate between 
possessive and plural 
Nouns. 
Application of noun 

Practice Exercises 
from the Grammar 
Book 9/30/2013 
Noun and Appositive 
quiz 9/30/2013 
Noun Warm-ups 1-
15 9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  



types. 

  
Direct and Indirect Objects ~  Duration- 1 week 

 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Complements of 
Action Verbs  

Complete the 
skeleton notes on 
complements of 
action verbs 

 

Memorize the pattern 
of a sentence 
containing a 
complement. 

  

Direct/ Indirect 
Objects Quiz 
9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Direct Objects  Complete the 
skeleton notes on 
direct objects. 
Memorize the 
questions direct 
objects answer and 
the pattern for a 
sentence containing a 
direct object. 

Label the subject, 
action, verb, and 
direct object in 
sample sentences. 

 

Direct/ Indirect 
Objects Quiz 
9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  



Write more 
descriptive sentences 
by adding direct 
objects.  

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Indirect Objects  Complete skeleton 
notes on indirect 
objects. 
Memorize the 
questions indirect 
objects answer and 
the pattern for a 
sentence containing 
an indirect object. 
Label the subject, 
action, verb, direct 
object, and indirect 
object in sample 
sentences. 
Write more 
descriptive sentences 
by adding indirect 
objects.  

Direct/ Indirect 
Objects Quiz 
9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  

Short Story/Fictional and NonFictional Text ~  How do we analyze narrative elements through short stories? 

(Duration: 8 weeks)  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect the ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  

Biography of 
Richard Peck 
"The Three-Century 
Woman" 
"The Fall of the 
Hindenburg" 

 
Read the biography 

Read biography of 
Richard Peck, "The 
Three-Century 
Woman", "The Fall 
of the Hindenburg," 
Identify the point of 
view of each story 
and analyze its 
significance to each 

Short Story 
Evaluation 9/30/2013 
Compare/Contrast 
Essay 9/30/2013 
Graphic Organizer 
for Compare and 
Contrast of Narrative 
Elements 9/30/2013  

  Understanding 
Fiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
Understanding 
Nonfiction  

  



of Cynthia Rylant 
"Papa's Parrot,"  
The biography of 
Jean Fritz 
"mk." 
Read the biography 
of Annie Dillard 
"from An American 
Childhood"  
The biography of 
Lucille Clifton 
"The Luckiest Time 
of All." 
Read the biography 
of Ernesto Galarza 
"Barrio Boy" 
the biography of 
Ernest Hemingway 
"A Day's Wait." 
Read the biography 
of Ray Bradbury 
"All Summer in a 
Day"  
The biography of 
Jane Yolen 
"Suzy and Leah."  

short story. Compare 
a Fictional text to a 
non-fictional text. 

 
Read the biography 
of Cynthia Rylant, 
"Papa's Parrot," the 
biography of Jean 
Fritz, and "mk." 
Identify the details 
that help to create the 
story's setting and 
analyze how the 
setting creates the 
atmosphere of the 
story. 
Identify what conflict 
is comprised of and 
analyze the conflicts 
that exist in both 
stories. 
Read the biography 
of Annie Dillard, 
"from An American 
Childhood," the 
biography of Lucille 
Clifton, and "The 
Luckiest Time of 
All." 
Compare and 
contrast the main 
characters in both 
stories. 
Identify the types of 
characterization used 



in both stories 
Identify the allusions 
in both stories and 
explain how they 
provide another layer 
of meaning to the 
story. 
 
Read the biography 
of Ernesto Galarza, 
"Barrio Boy," the 
biography of Ernest 
Hemingway, and "A 
Day's Wait." 
Analyze the story's 
setting 
Idenfity and analyze 
the effectiveness of 
the author's point of 
view. 
Compare and 
contrast one 
character from each 
story and analyze 
how a fictional 
character differs from 
a non-fictional 
person. 

Read the biography 
of Ray Bradbury, 
"All Summer in a 
Day," The biography 
of Jane Yolen, and 
"Suzy and Leah."  
Analyze the setting 



and its importance to 
the story's events. 
Recognize and 
interpret details that 
indicate author's 
purpose. 
Identify and analyze 
the story's theme 
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Verbs ~  Duration- 3 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Verbs 

 
Action Verbs 
Linking Verbs 
Verb Phrases 
Helping Verbs  

Define verbs 

 
Define the words 
action verb and 
linking verb 
 
Label action verbs 
and linking verbs in 
sample sentences 
Define verb phrase. 
 
 
Identify and label 
(double underline) 
the parts of a verb 
phrase. 
 
 
Write out 
contractions to help 
identify verb phrases. 
 

Verb Graphic 
Organizer 
10/31/2013 
Verb Quiz 
10/31/2013 
Verb Warm-ups 1-15 
10/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  



 
Recognize the words 
that will not be found 
in a verb phrase. 
(ex: not, never) 

Memorize the 
common helping 
verbs. 
 
Label the helping 
verbs in verb phrases. 

  
Everyday Edits ~  1 per week throughout duration of course 

 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can I create 
correctly written 
sentences?  

Punctuation 

  

Identify types of end 
marks, commas, 
colons, and 
semicolons. 

Explain the purpose 
for each type of 
punctuation. 

 
Properly punctuate 
sentences.  

Editing Activity 
10/31/2013  

      

  Spelling  Spell correctly  Editing Activity 
10/31/2013  

      

Halloween Webquest  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you Independent Use selected Halloween Webquest   Comprehension and   



determine what 
information is 
important when 
researching? 
 
What is the best way 
to organize 
information? 
 
What makes writing 
worth reading? 
 
What techniques to 
authors use to write 
effectively? 
 
What makes a good 
presentation?  

Researching 
Synthesizing 
Information 
Making Inferences  

resources to find out 
specific information 
about the origins of 
Halloween 
Read and determine 
the essential 
information found 
within the larger 
articles.  

10/31/2013  Reading Skills  

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweil ~  duration 6 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What is art? How are 
art and literature 
related? 
How does literature 
relate to the reader? 
How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 

Identify and apply 
the meaning of 
vocabulary 
Making 
inferences/drawing 
conclusions/making 
generalizations based 
on text. 
Identify, interpret, 
describe, and analyze 
figurative language. 
Identify, describe, 
and analyze genre of 
text. 
Identify, interpret, 

Identify, interpret, 
and analyze text 
organization 
including sequence, 
question/answer, 
comparison/contrast, 
cause/effect or 
problem/solution. 
Define and apply 
how the meaning of 
words or phrases 
changes when 
context clues are 
given in explanatory 
sentences or through 

Chapter Writing 
Assignments 
10/31/2013 
Chapter Questions 
10/31/2013 
Chapter Vocabulary 
10/31/2013 
Gallery Walk 
10/31/2013 
Is the Price Right? 
10/31/2013 
Metropolitan 
Museum of Art 
WebQuest 
10/31/2013  

  Understanding 
Fiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  



an effective story? 
What skills and 
background 
knowledge are 
needed to analyze 
literature?  

and analyze how text 
organization clarifies 
meaning of fictional 
text. 
Identify and apply 
word recognition 
skills 
Interpret, compare, 
describe, analyze, 
and evaluate 
components of 
fictional text. 
Identifying and 
explain main idea 
and relevant details 
within fiction. 
Identify, interpret, 
describe, and analyze 
the point of view of 
the narrator in 
fictional text. 
Relate selection to 
previous knowledge. 
Predict 
content/events. 
Summarize events 
and identify the 
significant points. 
Identify and define 
new words and 
concepts. Analyze 
the selections. 
 
Make connections 
between text. 
WebQuest: 
Metropolitan 

the use of examples 
within text 
Interpret, compare, 
describe, analyze, 
and evaluate 
character actions, 
motives, dialogue, 
emotions/feelings, 
traits and 
relationships among 
characters within 
fictional and non-
fictional text. 
Identify and/or 
explain states or 
implied main ideas 
and relevant 
supporting details 
from text. 
Identify, interpret 
and describe, and 
analyze point of view 
of the narrator as first 
person or third 
person point of view 
and evaluate the 
effectiveness of its 
use. 
Interpret, compare, 
describe, analyze, 
and evaluate 
elements of the plot 
(conflict, rising 
action, climax, and or 
resolution). 
Identify, interpret, 
describe, and analyze 



Museum of Art  bias and propoganda 
techniques in non-
fictional text. 
Identify and apply a 
synonym or antonym 
of a word used in 
text. 
Make connections 
with text including 
identifying 
similarities between 
story events or 
information and 
personal life 
experiences. 
Make predictions in 
text, including what 
will happen next and 
why. Also, identify 
what effect the 
prediction will have 
on the story or 
characters. 
Synthesize 
information from text 
by identifying 
important ideas, 
explaining why they 
are important, briefly 
summarizing 
portions of text, 
interpreting the 
author's intended 
message, or 
pinpointing any next 
steps.  



Article Unit - Nonfiction Newspaper ~  Duration- 9 weeks  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes writing 
worth reading? 
Why is good 
sentence construction 
important in the 
writing process? 
How does writing 
relate to the 
reader/author?  

Recalling Facts 
 
Making Inferences 
 
The Author's 
Approach 
 
Critical Thinking 
 
Reversed Writing 
(The Author's 
Design) 
 
Response to Text 
(Prompted) 
 
Using Words 
Precisely 
  

Reading of Non-
Fiction Text 
 
Identification of facts 
from non-fiction text. 
 
Correctly making 
inferences from non-
fiction text. 
 
Identification of 
elements of writing 
through the eyes of 
the author. 
 
Thinking critically 
about fact, opinion, 
context, and 
prediction. 
 
Recognizing 
prewriting techniques 
and organization for 
writing. 
 
Responding 
appropriately to 
prompts, and editing 
using conventions of 
English language. 
 
Reflecting and 
evaluating personal 

Think it Through - 
Post Article Q&A 
10/31/2013 
Newspaper-Front 
Page News 
10/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
Understanding 
Fiction 
Understanding 
Nonfiction  

  



responses. 
 
Recognizing 
contextual 
connections of 
written vocabulary 
and its synonyms and 
antonyms. 
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Pronouns ~  Duration: 2 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Pronouns 

Antecedent 

 
Personal 
Interrogative 
Relative 
Indefinite 
Demonstrative 
Intensive 
Reflexive  

Define the terms 
pronoun and 
antecedent. 
Explain the 
relationship between 
the two terms. 
Identify pronouns 
and antecedents in 
sample sentences. 
Compose sentences 
with pronouns and 
antecedents. 
Distinguish between 
the seven different 
types of pronouns. 
Recognize and label 
the different kinds of 
pronouns in sample 
sentences. 
Give examples of the 
different kinds of 
pronouns.  

Pronoun Quiz 
11/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  

Literature Circles ~  duration- 6 weeks 
 



Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story? 
 
  

Students will use 
Before, During, and 
After reading 
strategies while 
reading their novels. 
Students will practice 
leading discussions, 
connecting with 
background of 
experience, 
identifying key 
vocabulary, locating 
key passages, and 
summarizing the text. 
Students will practice 
working 
cooperatively within 
a group of their 
peers. 
Students will take 
responsibility for 
analyzing the text.  

Students will apply 
strategies in reading. 
Students will predict, 
visualize, and 
summarize the novel. 
Students will be able 
to draw conclusions 
and support their 
opinions by citing 
text. 
  

Literature Circle 
Packet 11/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
Understanding 
Fiction 
Understanding 
Nonfiction  
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Grammar: Subject-verb agreement  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Elements of Writing: 
Chapter 17  

Understand the 
concept of "number" 
Identify errors in 
subject/verb 
agreement  

Practice exercises 
12/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  

  

Fragments and Run-Ons  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you Subject Define the terms- Daily Warm-Up       



incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Verb  subject and verb. 
Identify the subject 
and verb in a 
sentence. 

  

Activities 
12/31/2013  

Why is good 
paragraph 
construction 
important in the 
writing process?  

Fragment  Differentiate between 
fragments and 
sentences. 

 
Revise fragments to 
create complete 
sentences.  

Daily Warm-Up 
Activities 
12/31/2013  

      

Why is good 
paragraph 
construction 
important in the 
writing process?  

Run-On  Differentiate between 
run-ons and 
sentences. 
Revise run-ons to 
create complete 
sentences using a 
variety of methods.  

Paragraph Writing 
12/31/2013 
Sentence Quiz 
12/31/2013  

      

Paragraph Writing ~  Duration- 1 week 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

Why is good 
paragraph 
construction 
important in the 
writing process?  

Topic Sentence 
Pronoun Usage 
Body 
Concluding/Closing 
Sentence  

State the formula for 
a strong topic 
sentence. Identify 
topic sentences in 
paragraphs. Write 
original topic 
sentences using the 
formula. 
Recognize first/ 
second person 
pronouns. 

"Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" 
Paragraph Writing 
Assignment 
12/31/2013 
"Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" 
Paragraph Revision 
12/31/2013  

      



Develop sentences 
and paragraphs 
without first and 
second person 
pronouns when 
writing about 
literature. 
List details and select 
the most appropriate 
ones to support the 
topic. 
Compose a paragraph 
using appropriate 
details and examples. 
tate the formula for a 
strong concluding 
sentence. 
Identify concluding 
sentences in 
paragraphs. 
Write an original 
concluding sentence 
using the formula.  

              
              
              
Christmas Carol  

 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 

A Christmas Carol - 
drama 
mood  

Comprehending 
drama 

 
Summarizing 
Performing drama  

Open-ended 
responses 12/31/2013 
TicTacToe Choice 
Board 12/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
Understanding 
Fiction  

  



comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  
Why is learning the 
meanings of words 
important? 
 
How do you use 
context clues to 
determine the 
meaning of unknown 
words?  

A Christmas Carol 
vocabulary 
Vocabulary of 
drama  

Acquire drama 
specific vocabulary 
Apply vocabulary to 
a drama  

Open-ended 
responses 12/31/2013 
TicTacToe Choice 
Board 12/31/2013  
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Poetry Creation ~  Students will create their own poetry collections based on their knowledge of Literary Elements and Poetic style. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes writing 
worth reading? 
 
How can truth be 
expressed in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
create various genres 
of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective poem?  

simile 
metaphor 
hyperbole 
personification 
rhyme 
rhyme scheme 
rhythm 
alliteration 
repetition 
lyric poetry 
narrative poetry 
concrete poem 
haiku 
imagery 
couplet  

Students will recognize 
examples of each poetic 
device and technique. 
Students will find or 
create an original 
example of each poetic 
device or technique. 
Students will make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions based on 
text of poems. 
Students will analyze 
poems for meaning, 
poetic devices, and 
techniques. 
Students will work in 
small groups to analyze 
a poem. 

Original Poetry 
Collection 
1/31/2014  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Fiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction  

  



Students will research a 
poet's biographical 
information, influences, 
relevant literary works, 
and style. 
Students will write 
original poetry. 
Students will revise and 
edit a poem for 
publication.  

Poetry Analysis ~  Students will analyze various poetic styles. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes writing 
worth reading? 
 
How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  

Pat Mora bio 
"Maestro" 
"The Desert of My 
Mother" 
"Bailando" 
"The Rider" 
"Seal" 
"Haiku" 
"Winter" 
"Forsythia" 
"Haiku" 
"Life" 
"Loo-wit" 
"The Courage That 
My Mother Had" 
"Mother to Son" 
"The Village 
Blacksmith" 
"Fog" 
 
"The Highway Man" 
"How I Learned 
English" 

Read "Maestro," "The 
Desert of My Mother," 
and "Bailando." 
Identify sensory 
language and explain 
how it contributes to 
meaning. 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
Personification and its 
purpose. 
Read "The Rider," 
"Seal," and "Haiku." 
Identify and analyze the 
characteristics of lyric 
poetry, concrete poetry, 
and haiku. 
Compare/Contrast the 
three different types of 
poetry. 
 
Read "Winter," 
"Forsythia," and 

PSSA Practice-
Drawing 
Conclusions 
1/31/2014 
Create an 
Informational Text 
1/31/2014 
Problem-and-
Solution Essay 
1/31/2014  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
Understanding 
Fiction  

  



"Sarah Cynthia 
Sylvia Stout Would 
Not Take the 
Garbage Out" 
"One" 
"Weather" 
 
 
"Full Fathom Five" 
"Train Tune" 
"Onomatopoeia" 
"Annabel Lee" 
"Martin Luther 
King" 
"I'm Nobody" 
"Father William" 
"Stopping by Woods 
on a Snowy 
Evening" 
"Jim" 
  

"Haiku." 
Identify and analyze the 
characteristics of lyric 
poetry, concrete poetry, 
and haiku. 
Compare/Contrast the 
three different types of 
poetry. 
"Life," "Loo-Wit," and 
"The Courage That My 
Mother Had." 
Connect the details in 
the text to the author's 
purpose for writing. 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
Figurative Language 
(simile, metaphor, 
personification, 
symbol). 
"Mother to Son," "The 
Village Blacksmith," 
and "Fog." 
Connect the details in 
the text to the author's 
purpose for writing. 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
Figurative Language 
(simile, metaphor, 
personification, 
symbol). 
"The Highwayman" 
and "How I Learned 
English" 
Analyze narrative 
poetry. 



"Sarah Cynthia Sylvia 
Stout Will Not Take the 
Garbage Out," "One," 
and "Weather." 
Synthesize poetry for 
the important facts 
needed to paraphrase. 
Identify and analyze the 
contribution of Sound 
Devices(Onomatopoeia, 
Alliteration, Repetition) 
to poetry. 
"Full Fathom Five," 
"Train Tune," and 
"Onomatopoeia." 
Synthesize poetry for 
the important facts 
needed to paraphrase. 
Identify and analyze the 
contribution of Sound 
Devices(Onomatopoeia, 
Alliteration, Repetition) 
to poetry. 
"Annabel Lee," "Martin 
Luther King," and "I'm 
Nobody." 
Explore the speaker's 
identity. 
Synthesize poetry for 
the important facts 
needed to paraphrase. 
Identify and analyze the 
contribution of Sound 
Devices(Onomatopoeia, 
Alliteration, Repetition) 
to poetry. 
"Father William," 



"Stopping by Woods on 
a Snowy Evening," and 
"Jim." 
Explore how 
memorable characters 
or experiences affect 
others. 
Synthesize poetry for 
the important facts 
needed to paraphrase. 
Identify and analyze the 
contribution of Sound 
Devices(Onomatopoeia, 
Alliteration, Repetition) 
to poetry.  
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Warriors Don't Cry ~  Duration- 8 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability 
to comprehend 
various genres of 
literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  

Literary 
elements:  characterization, 
mood, theme, dialogue, 
dialect, figurative 
language. 
Literary 
structure:  foreshadowing, 
flashback, text 
organization, point of 
view. 
Author's purpose  

Identify and provide 
examples of literary 
elements in the 
novel. 
Evaluate and 
critique literary 
structure of a novel. 

Recognize and 
interpret author's 
purpose in a novel. 

  

Character analysis 
2/28/2014 
Reading quizzes 
2/28/2014 
Chapter Questions 
2/28/2014  

  Understanding 
Fiction 
 
Interpretation and 
analysis of Fiction 
  

  

 

M 
a 
r 
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Culminating Scrapbook Project ~  Duration: 9 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

              



h How do you 
determine what 
information is 
important when 
researching? 
 
What is the best way 
to organize 
information? 
 
What makes writing 
worth reading? 
 
What techniques to 
authors use to write 
effectively? 
 
What makes a good 
presentation?  

Influential Person 
graphic organizer. 
Bio-Poem 
Friendly Letter-to a 
friend or family 
member 
Favorite Place 
Picture 
Newspaper Article 
Resume 
Poem 
Five Daily Journal 
Entries 
Persuasive Piece 
Artifacts 
Friendly Letter-from 
a friend or family 
member. 
Three Pictures 
Formal Letter 
Works Cited Page  

Research a student-
selected famous 
person who has been 
influential over time. 
Compile 12 entries, 
plus a works cited 
page. 
Assemble a 
scrapbook, making 
sure to follow all 
directions and rubric 
guidelines. 
Present a scrapbook 
to the class.  

Researching 
"People" Packet 
3/31/2014 
Scrapbook 
Components 
3/31/2014 
Peer Editing and 
Evaluations 
3/31/2014  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Nonfiction  

  

 

A 
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Literature Circles ~  duration- 6 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 

Students will use 
Before, During, and 
After reading 
strategies while 
reading their novels. 
Students will practice 
leading discussions, 
connecting with 
background of 
experience, 
identifying key 
vocabulary, locating 

Students will apply 
strategies in reading. 
Students will predict, 
visualize, and 
summarize the novel. 
Students will be able 
to draw conclusions 
and support their 
opinions by citing 
text. 
  

Literature Circle 
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and Nonfiction 
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Understanding 
Nonfiction  

  



an effective story? 
 
  

key passages, and 
summarizing the text. 
Students will practice 
working 
cooperatively within 
a group of their 
peers. 
Students will take 
responsibility for 
analyzing the text.  
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Scrapbook Presentations ~  Final Exam 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes an good 
presentation?  

Scrapbook 
Presentation  

Demonstrate an 
ability to speak in 
public by reading 
aloud five selections 
from their 
scrapbook.  

Presentation 
5/31/2014  

  Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction  

  

 

 

 


